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CATALOGUE. 



Certaine Bokea of Virgiles Aenaeis, turned into English Meter. 
By the Right Honorable Lorde, Henry Earle of Surrey. 

William Bolland, Esq. 1814. 
Caltha Foetarum ; or, The Bumble Bee. By T. Cutwode, Esq. 

Richard Heber, Esq. 1815. 
The Three Pirst Books of Ovid de Tristibus, Translated into 
English. By Thouas Churchyarde. 

Earl Spencer, President. 1816. 
Poems. By Richard Barnpield. 

Jaues Boswell, Esq. 1816. 
Dolarney's Primerose or the First part of the Passionate Hermit. 
Sir Francis Freeling, Bart. 1816. 
La Contenance de la Table. 

Georob Henry Freeling, Esq. 1816. 
Newes from Scotland, declaring the Damnable Life of Doctor Fian, 
a notable Sorcerer, who was burned at Edenbrough in lanuarie 
last 1691. 

George Henry Freeling, Esq. 1816- 
A proper new Interlude of the World and the Child, otherwise 
called Mmidus et Infans. 

Viscount Althoep. 1817. 
Hagthgrpe Revived ; or Select Specimens of a Forgotten Poet. 

Sir Samuel Egerton Brtdges, Bart. 1817. 
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Istoria novellamente ritroTata di due nobili Amanti, &c. da Ltjigi 
Porto. 

Est. William Holwbll CAEit. 1817. 
The Pimeralles of King Edward the Sixt. 

B.BV. Jaues William Dodd. 1817. 
A Roxbiirghe Garland, 12mo. 

James Boswbll, Esq. 1817. 
Cock Lorell's Boat, a Frf^;ment from the original in the British 
Museum. 

Eev. Henrt Druet. 1817. 
Le Livre du Faucon. 

Egbert Lano, Esq. 1817. 
The Glutton's Feaver. By Thomas Bancroft. 

John Delafieli) Phelps, Esq. 1817. 
The Ghorle and the Birde. 

Sir Mark Masterman Sykes, Bart. 1818. 
Daiphantus, or the Passions of Love. By Antony Scoloker. 

Roger Wilbraham, Esq. 1818. 
The Complaint of a Lover's Life. 
Controversy between a Lover and a Jay. 

Ebt. Thomas Frog all Dibdin, Vice President. 1818- 
Balades and other Poems. By John Gower. Printed from the 
original Manuscript, in the Library of the Marquis of Stafford, 
at Trentham. 

Earl Gowee. 1818. 
Diana ; or the excellent conceitful Sonnets of E. C, supposed to 
have been printed either in 1592 or 1694. 

Edward Littledalb, Esq. 1818. 

Chester Mysteries. De Deluvio Noe. De Occisione Innocentium. 

James Heywood Mareland, Esq. 1818. 
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Ceremonial at the Marriage of Mary Queen of Scotts with the 
Dauphin of Prance. 

William Bentham, Esq. 1818. 
The Solempnities and Triumphes doon and made at the Spousells 
and Marriage of the King's Daughter the Ladye Marye to the 
Prynce of Castile, Archduke of Austrige. 

John Dent, Esq. 1818. 
The life of St. Ursula. 
Guiscard and Sigismund. 

DuEE OF Devonshire. 1818. 
Le Morte Arthur. The Adventures of Sir Launcelot Du Lake. 

Thomas Ponton, Esq. 1819. 
Six Bookes of Metamorphoseos in whyche ben conteyned the Fables 
of OvTDE. Translated out of Prensshe into Englysshe by 
William Caxton. Printed from a Manuscript in the Library 
of Mr. Secretary Pepye, in the College of St. Mary Magdalen, 
in the University of Cambridge. 

Geoeoe Hibbbrt, Esq. 1819. 
Cheuelere Assigne. 

Edward Vernon Utterson, Esq. 1820. 
Two Interludes : Jack Jugler and Thersytes. 

Joseph Haslbwood, Esq. 1820. 
The New Notborune Mayd. The Soke of Mayd Emlyn. 

George Isted, Esq. 1820. 
The Book of Life ; a Bibliographical Melody. 

Dedicated to the Roxburghe Club by Eicharp Thomson. 

8vo. 1820. 
Magnyfycence : an Interlude. By John Seelton, Poet Laureat to 
Henry VIII. 

. Joseph Littlevale, Esq. 1821. 
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Judicium, a Pageant. Extracted from the Towneley Manuscript of 
Ancient Mysteries. 

Peeegrine Bdwabd Towneley, Esq. 1822. 
An ElegiacaL Poem, on the Death of Thomas Lord Grey, of Wilton. 
By BoBEBT Maeston. From a Manuscript in the Library of 
The Bight Honourable Thomas QrenyiUe. 

Viscount Moepeth. 1822. 
Selections from the Works of Thouas Batensceoft; a Musical 
Composer of the time of King James the First. 

Dvke of Maelboeouoh. 1822. 
L^Lii Feeeoeiki Oratio in Obitmn Torquati Tassi. Editio 
secunda. 

Sib Samuel Egebtoh Bbtdges, Baet. 1822. 
The Hors, the Shepe, and the Ghoos. 

SiE Mare Masterman Stees, Baet. 1822. 
The Metrical Life of Saint Robert of Knaresborough. 

Rev. Henet Deuey. 1824. 

Informacon for Pylgrymes unto the Holy Londe. From a rare 

Tract, in the Library of the Faculty of Advocates, Edinburgh. 

George Henry Freeling, Esq. 1824. 

The Cuck-Queanes and Cuckolds Errants or the Bearing Down the 

Inne, a Comeedie. The Faery Pastorall or Forrest of Blues. 

By W P , Esq. 

John Arthur Lloyd, Esq. 1824. 
T^e Garden Plot, an Allegorical Poem, inscribed to Queen Eliza- 
beth. By Henry Goldingham. From an impublished Manu- 
script of the Harleian Collection in the British Museum. To 
which are added some account of the Author ; also a reprint of 
his Masques performed before the Queen at Norwich, on 
Thursday, August 21, 1578. 

Venerable Aechdbacon Weangham. 1826. 
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Ia Botta de Francoiosi a Terroana noTamente facta. 
La Botta de Scocesi. 

Eael Spencer, Prbsidknt. 1825. 

Nouvelle Edition d'un Poeme but la Joumte de Guinegate. 

FreBented hy the Mabquis de Fortia. 1825. 
Zul^ima, par C. Pichlek. 12mo. 

Presented by H. db Ohateattgieon. 1825. 

Poems, written in English, by Ceabxes Dttke op Obibans, during 
his Captivity in England after the Battle of Azinconrt. 

Geobge Watson Tatloe, Esq. 1827. 

Proceedings in the Court Martial, held upon John, Master of 
Sinclair, Captain-Leiutenant in Preston's E^;iment, for the 
Murder of Ensign Schaw of the same Begiment, and Captain 
Schaw, of the Boyals, 17 October, 1708; with Correspondence 
respecting that Transaction. 

Sir Waltee Scorr, Bart. 1828. 

The Ancient English Bomance of Havelok the Bane ; accompanied 
by the French Text ; with an Introduction, Notes, and a 
Glossary. By Frederic Madden, Esq. 

Printed for the Club. 1828. 

Gaufbidi Artrvrii Moneuuthensib Archidiaconi, poBtea vero 
Episcopi Asaphensis, de Vita et Vaticiniis Merlini Calidonii, 
Carmen Heroicum. 

Hon. and Bbv. G. Neville Gbenvillb. 1830. 

The Ancient English Bomance of "William and the Werwolf; edited 
from an unique copy in King's College Library, Cambridge ; 
with an Introduction and Glossary. By Fbbdeeig Madden, 
Esq. 

Earl Gawdob. 1832. 
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The Private Diary of William, first Eaul Cowpbe, Lord Chan- 
cellor of England. 

Rev. Bdwabd Cbaven Hawtebt. 1833. 

The Lyvys of Seyntes; translated into Englys be a Doctour of 
Dyuynite clepyd Osbekn Bokbnam, frer Austyn of the Convent 
of Stockclare. 

ViscouKT Clive, President. 1835. 

A Little Soke of Ballads. 

Dedicated "to the Club by E. V. TJttbhson, Esq. 1836. 

The Love of Wales to their Soneraigne Prince, expressed ia a true 
Relation of the Solemnity held at Ludlow, in the Countie of 
Salop, upon the fourth of November last past. Anno Domini 
1616, being the day of the Creation of the high and mighty 
Charles, Prince of Wales, and Earle of Cheater, in his Maiesties 
Palace of White-Hall. 

Presented by the Honourable R. H. Clive. 1837. 

Sidneiana, being a collection of Fragments relative to Sir Philip 
Sidney, Elnigfat, and his immediate Connexions. 

Bishop op Lichfield. 1837. 

The Owl and the Nightingale, a Poem of the twelfth Century. 
Now first printed from Manxiscripts in the Cottonian Library, 
and at Jesxis' College, Oxford; with an Introduction and 
Glossary. Edited by Josephus Stevenson, Esq. 

Sir Stephen Richakd Glynne, Bart. 1838. 

The Old EngUsh Version of the Gesta Romanorum : edited for the 
first time from Manuscripts in the British Museum and Uni- 
versity Library, Cambridge, with an Introduction and Notes, by 
Sib Frederic Madden, K.H. 

Printed for the Club. 1838. 
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lUufltrations of Ancient State and Chivalry, from MSS. preserved 
in the Ashmolean Museum, with aa Appendix. 

Benjahin Barnard, Esq. 1840. 

Manners and Household Expenses of England in the thirteenth and 
fifteenth Centuries, illustrated by original B^cords. 1. House- 
hold Roll of Eleanor Countess of Leicester, A.D. 1265. 
II. Accounts of the Executors of Eleanor Queen Consort of 
Edward I. A.D. 1291. III. Accounts and Memoranda of Sir 
John Howard, first Duke of Norfolk, A.D. 1462 to A.I>. 1471. 
Beriah Botfieij), Esq. 1841. 

The Black Prince, an Historical Poem, written in French, by 
Chandos Herald; with a Translation and Notes by the Rev. 
Hbnet OcTAvms Coxb, M.A. 

Printed tor the Club. 1842. 

The Decline of the last Stuarts. Extracts firom the Despatches of 
British Envoys to the Secretary of State. 

Printed por the Club. 1843. 

Vox Populi Vox Dei, a Complaynt of the Comona against Taxes. 
Presented according to the Direction of the late 

Right Hon. Sir Joseph Littledale, Knt. 1843. 

Household Books of John Duke of Norfolk and Thomas Earl of 
Surrey; temp. 1481—1490. From the original Manuscripts 
in the library of the Society of Antiquaries, London. Edited 
by J. Patne Collier, Esq., F.S.A. 

Printed por the Club. 1844. 

Three Collections of English Poetry of the latter part of the Six- 
teenth Century. 

Presented by the Duke op Northumberland, K.G. 1845, 
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Historical Papers, Part I. Caetra Regia, a Treatise on the Siic- 
cesBion to the Crown of Enghmd, addresaed to Queen Elizabeth . 
by KoGEB Edwards, Esq., in 1568. NoTissima Straffordii, 
Some account of the Proceedings against, and Demeanor of, 
Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, both before and during 
his Trial, as well as at his Execution; written in Latin, by 
Abbabau Wright, Vicar of Okeham, in Rutlandshire. The 
same (endeauord) in English, by Jahes Wright, Barrister 
at Law. 

Rev. Philip Bliss, D.C.L., and Ret. Buleelet Bandinel. 1846. 

Correspondence of Sir Hbnet TJnton, Knt., Ambassador from 
Queen Elizabeth to Henry IV. King of Prance, in the years 
MDXCI. and MBXCII. From the originals and authentic 
copies in the State Paper Office, the British Museum, and 
the Bodleian Library. Edited by the Rev. Joseph: Stevenson, 
M.A. Peinted fob the Club. 1847. 

La Vraie Cronicque d'Escoce. Pretensions des Anglois k la 
Oouronne de France. Diplome de Jacques VI. Roi de la 
Grande Bretagne. Drawn from the Burgundian Library, by 
Major Robert Anstruther. 

Printed for the Club. 1847. 

The Sherley Brothers, an Historical Memoir of the Kves of Sir 

Thomas Sherley, Sir Anthony Sherley, and Sir Robert Sherley, 

Knights, by one of the same House. Edited and Presented by 

Evelyn Philip Shirley, Esq. 1848. 

The Alhterative Romance of Alexander. From the unique Manu- 
script in the Ashmolean Museum. Edited by the Rev. 
Joseph Stevenson, M^. 

Printed pob the Clitb. 1849. 
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Letters and Dispatches from Sib Hbnet Wotton to James the 
First and his Ministers, in the years MDCXVII— XX. 
Printed from the Originals in the library of Eton College. 

Oeoege Tohline, Esq. 1860. 

Foema quod dicitur Yox Clamantis, necnon Chronica Tripartita, 
auctore Johanne Gowek, nunc pritnum edidit H. O. Coze, 
M.A. Pkinted foe the Club. 1860. 

Five Old Plays. Edited firom Copies, either imique or of great 
rarity, by J. Patne CotLiBa, Esq., P.SA. 

Printed pou the Club. 1851. 

The Romaunce of the Sowdone of Babylone and of Ferumbras 
his Bone who conquerede Rome. 

The Duke of Bucclbuch, Peesidbnt. 1854. 

Hie Ayenbite of Inwyt. From the Autograph MS. in the British 
Museum. Edited by the Ret. Joseph Stevenson, M.A. 

Printed poe the Club. 1855. 

John de Garlande, de Triumphis Ecclesife Libri Octo. A Latin 
Poem of the Thirteenth Century. Edited, &om the unique 
Manuscript in the British Museum, by Thomas 'Weight, Esq. 
M.A., F.S.A., Hon. M.R.S.L., &c. &e. 

Eael op Powis. 1856, 

Poems by Michael Dratton. From the earliest and rarest Edi- 
tions, or fifom Copies entirely unique. Edited, with Notes and 
Illustrations, and a new Memoir of the Author, by J. Patne 
Colliee, Esq., F.S.A. Printed for the Club. 1866. 

Literary Remains of Kino Edward the Sixth. In Two Volumes. 

Edited from his Autograph Manusaripts, with historical Notes, 

and a Biographical Memoir, by John GtouoH Nichols, F.S.A. 

Printed por the Club. 1857. 
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The Itinerariea of William Wet, Fellow of Eton College, to Jeru- 
salem, A.D. 1458 and A.D. 1462 ; and to Saint James of Gom- 
postella, AJ). 1456. From the original MS. in the Bodleian 
Library. Printed foe the Club. 1857. 

The Boke of Noblesse ; Addressed to King Edward the Fourth on 
his Inrasion of Prance in 14.75. With an Introduction by 
John Gough Nichols, F.S.A. 

Lord Dela-UErb. 1860. 

Songs and Ballads, with other Short Poems, chiefly of the B<eign of 

Philip and Mary. Edited, &om a Manuscript in the Ashmo- 

lean Museum, by Thomas Wright, Esq., M.A., F.S.A., &c. &c. 

Robert S. Holpord, Esq. 1860. 

De K^iimine Principum, a Poem by Thomas Occlbvb, written in 
the B«ign of Henry IV. Edited for the first time by Thomas 
Wright, Esq., M.A., F.S.A., &c. &c. 

Printed por the Club. 1860. 

The History of the Holy Graal ; partly in English Verse by Henry 
Lonelich, Skynner, and wholly in French Prose by Sires 
Bobiers de Borron. In two volumes. Edited, &om MSS. in 
the Library of Corpus Christl College, Cambridge, and the 
British Museum, by Frederick J. Ftjrnivall, Esq., M.A., 
Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

Printed for the Club. 1861 and 1863, 

Koberd of Brunne's Handlyng Synne, written A.D. 1203; with 
the French Treatise on which it is founded, Le Manuel des 
Pechiej by William of Waddington. Froln MSS. in the British 
Museum and Bodleian Libraries. Edited by Frederick J. 
Purnitall, Esq., M.A. 

Printed for the Club. 1862. 
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The Old English "Version of Partonope of Blois. Edited for the 
first time from MSS. in Uniyersity College Library and the 
Bodleian at Oxford, by the Eev. W. E. BucKLEr, M^., 
Hector of Middleton Cheney, and formerly Bector of Brasenose 
College. Printed for the Cltjb. 1862. 

Philisophafiter, Comoedia ; Poemata auctore Roberto Burtono, 
S. Th. B. Democrito Juniore. Ex .^e Cbristi, Oxon. 

Mr. BncKLET. 1862. 

La Queste del Saint Graal. In the French Prose of Maistres 
Gautiers Map, or Walter Map. Edited by Frederick J. 
FuRNiVALL, Esq., M.A., Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

Prfntbd for the Club. 1864. 
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PREFACE. 



Sir Amias Podlbt,' knt., of Hinton St. George, in the county 
of Somerset, was the eldest son of Sir Hugh Poulet, and the 
representative of the elder branch of the family, firam the younger 
branch of which were descended the Marquesses of TVinchester and 
the Dukes of Bolton.* Sir Hugh Poulet, Captain ■ of the Isle of 
Jersey, won no inconsiderable glory as a soldier. He was knighted 
for his services at the siege of Boulogne, A.D. 1544/ and in 

1 "Die uune has been spelled in ruions ways : the spelling in the text being adopted 
as that of the antograph printed in Nichols's " Volnme of Antographs of Remarkable 
Persons " and of the inscription of hia tomb. Dr. Blackbonme, in the Collection prefixed 
to his edition of Bacon's Works (fol. Lend. 1730. p. 35), says that it is nnifonnlj spelled 
Povlet in these Letters. Bnt this is not strictly correct. The name is spelled Pawlett, 
pp. 32, 49, 59; Ponlet, pp. 141, 231, 243, 244; and Powlet, p. 224. 

* The common ancestor of the tvo branches was Sir John Ponlet, who iras married 
in 1378, ftnd had two sons, Thomas and William. (Hardinge'a Biogr. Mirr. rol. ii. p. 74, 
4to. Lend. 1795.) Hinton St. George came into the possession of the elder branch by 
the marriage of Sir William Panlett (in the reign of Heniy VI.) wilJi Elizabeth, 
daughter and heiress of John Deneband, Esq. (Leland's Itin. vi. 12.} 

■ The military Commandants of Jersey held the snccessive titles of Count, Dnke 
(these two when the island was subject to France), Lord, Bailly, Warden, King (this in 
person of one commandant, at least, viz. Hem; Beanchamp, Earl of Warwick, styled 
"Rexde Wight et Jersey," 4. D. 1446), Captun, and GoTemor. Tbe title of Qoremor 
was conferred by special Order of Conndl, dated June 15, 1618. See Dr. Fall'* 
Cnsarea, or Account of Jeraey, p. 200. 8to. Lond. 1734. 

* See Collina's Peerage of England, Tol. it. p. 4. 8to. Lond. 181S. 
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3 Edir. YI. held command against the rebels of BeTonshire and 
Cornwall, whom he defeated, receiving the next year as a reward 
the Captainship of Jersey. Dr. Fall speaks of him as " a man 
of great note in his time for political w^dom and abilities, and 
a zealous promoter of the Reformation of Religion in tiiis island." * 
By his second wife Fhilippa, daughter and heiress of Sir Lewis 
Pollard, of King's Nymton, Devon, knt., he had three sons, Amias, 
Nicholas, George,' and a daughter Jane (who married Christopher 
Coppleston, of Coppleston, Devon, Esq.). Dying in the year 1670-1, 
he was succeeded in his Captainship by his son Amias, who was 
knighted in the year 1575-6. In this year' also. Sir Amias re- 
ceived his appointment to the Embassy in IVance, during which 
the letters were written which form this volume. Before this he 
must have made himself a good name, if a quotation from a letter 
of Bui^hley's be genuine,* wherein, writing to Poiilet immediately 
before his setting out for France, he says : " I can give you no 
better council than yourself hath in store ; change not your 
manners with the soil you go to ; confirm by your actions abroad 
the good opinion you have at home, namely for your religion and 
discretion." He had already proved his zeal for the reformed 
religion by the administration of bis oflSce in Jersey, and the 

9 Cftwreft, p. 190. 

^ The brotbeis Nicholu and George Poulet are spoken of bj Sir Amias, aa linng in 
■Teraef (p. 2b). George Poulet is also spoken of repeatedlj as accompanjing faim on his 
embassy. 

T See BUckbourne, Preface to Bacon's Works, p. 36. 

* Hardinge (Biogr. Mirr. rol. ii. p. 74) quotes this passage from a letter which, with 
that of Elisabeth (mentioned kfterwArda) from Oreeuwich, dated Oct 22, 1579, he says, 
" ia in a large collection of MSS. preserved among the family papers of Earl Poolett at 
Hinton St. George." The present Karl Poulett has kind!/, at the Editor's request, 
caused search to be made for these lettwa ; bat, unhappily, neitiier they, nor any trace of 
eiich colleclaon as is spoken of, can be discorered. 
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hospitality which he had sAiown to the Huguenot refugees from 
France.* Indeed, it seems not improbable that his appointment to 
the Embassy was due in some measure to his connection with the 
French Protestants, and perhaps to a desire of Elizabeth to get rid 
for a time of the inconTenience of having so zealous a partisan in 
BO delicate a position as Poulet held in Jersey, where he might easily 
compromise her by open offence to the French king. Br. Fall, in 
an account of the rapid undermining of the Established Church in 
the islands by the admission of these exiles, says : " They who had 
it in their power, and whose duty it was to have cbeckt these 
novelties, to wit the Goremors in each island, Sir Amias Faulet in 
Jersey, and Sir Thomas Leighton^'* in Guernsey, were the most 
forward to encourage them, whether out of principle, or affectation 
of popularity, or a mean view of self-interest in the suppression of 
Deaneries," (which had an allowance from the tithes, and so 
diminished the revenues of the islands,) " which, of course, must fall 
with the Establishment, I will not determine." But, whatever was 
the motive of his appointment, that he maintained his reputation 
diuing his stay abroad is proved by the satisfaction of his mistress, 
expressed in a letter which she wrote to him from Greenwich, 
dated October 22, 1579, on or immediately before his return to 
England. There is nothing beyond the history of the period, and 
the evidence gained from the contents of these letters, to guide us 

9 Fmll uys (Cnureft, p. 93) that the islkndB of OnemHej and Jenej were both great 
refngefl for men of good qaalitj from France. As many as fifty French Protestant 
miniatera (p 285) fled to Jersey dnring the reign of Elizabeth. Indeed, it was the fear 
of the French resestmeut occasioned bj this which caused the buUding of Elisabeth 
CaatJe, and the improved fortifications of the islands. La Popeliniere (lirr. xxxir. p. 143) 
ennmerat«8 the principal refngees in Jersey in April 157S, and praises "la dilligenoe du 
Gouremenr Haistre Polet, qui I'a come «n don de la Royne a la charge d'y entretenir 
tant de peaplea, et d'y faire coltirer tant de terre." 
10 To whom one of these letters is addressed, p. 244. 

02 
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as to the special purposes for which he was srait to Prance. 
Doubtless the principal objects of his mission were to watch the 
course of events during the war then ra^;ing in France, to blind the 
French King Henry III., as far as possible, to the aid which 
Elizabeth was inclined to lend to the Huguenots at Bochelle and 
elsewhere, to give the earliest information of any surprise &om 
Fitzmorris or Westmerland on the side of Ireland, and to pacify 
the French Court as to Elizabeth's dealings with her prisoner Mary, 
Queen of Scots. It is probable also that he had some chaarge with 
reference to the marriage which was negociated between his mistress 
and Monsieur, thp Duke d'Alen^on (afterwards D'Anjou), the 
King's brother," who would have been abundantly willing to carry 
out the match." The following extracts from Burghley's " Diary of 
Events in Queen Elizabeth's Reign " '^ serve to fix the dates of the 
commencement and conclusion of his embassy, and to show its 
probable connection with the proposed marriage : — 

"1572, Aug. 22. — Answer given to La Motte at Kenelworth, 
that came to move marriage for Francis D. of Alanson (the youngest 
brother of the French King), that there were two DifB.culties, one 
for Difference of Religion, the other for their Ages, but yet that the 

". There an some pasasgee in his letteiB which seem to have Bome mfatenoiu referenc« 
to the Duke d'AIeii90U. See, for example, pp. b, 148, 152. 'Die allnBioDS to Marj are 
Teiy frequent; and it ie difficult not to conatrne ench dark allosionB as those on pp. 35, 
181, by the light of his subsequent appointment, »nd connect his advice with the 
celebrated " aut fer aat feri ; ne Yeriare, feri," said to hare been so freqneatij on Elisa- 
beth's lipe during the days preceding the signature of Mary's death-warrant. (Camden, 
Ann. Elis. p. 532.) 

>* On his views and prospects, see Crowe's Hist, of France, vol. iiL p. 181. 

1* Printed In Hurdiu'a Collection of State Papera (foL Lend. 1759), which also 
containa a number of interesting papers, principaUj compiled hj Bnighlej, with reference 
to this marriage. 
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Artioles moved in his Brother's the D. of Anjou's case might serve 
for hym. 

" Sep. 23. — FnuicciB D. of Alanson writeth to hir Majerty by 
Mason Fleur. 

*' Not. — ^Mason Flemr came to Hampton Court &om the Duke of 
Alanson. 

[Then follow many entries concerning the Duke's proposed visit 
to England.] 

" 1576, Sep. 25. — Sir Amyas Paulet landed at CalliB, going to be 
Ambassador at Prance in place of Dr. Dale. 

" Feb.— Sir Amyas Faulett, Ambassador in France. 

" 1579, June 16.— A Treaty at Westminster with Mons. Semyers 
for Mona. the Duke of Anjou's marrif^e. 

" Sep. — Mons. the Duke of Alanson came to Greenwich secretly, 
and lodged at Mr. Light's house. 

" Nov. 1. — Sir H. Cobham sent to the Ambassador in France, imd 
Sir Amyas Paulet revoked. 

" Nov. 22. — Articuli concordati pro matrimonio Franc. Ducis 
Andium per D. de Burghley Thesaur. D. Suss. D. Lecest. et D. 
Wilson pro Kegina et Jo. Symyers pro Duce Andium. 

" 1581, April. — The Commissioners sent from the French King to 
treat of marriadg for Mons. the Kyng's brother, the Prince Dolphyn. 
Uaresh. de Cosse, Mons. Lansack, Mons. de * * of Normandy, 
Mods. La Motte, President Brisson, Secretary Pynard." 

We may see presently, when considering Poulet's character, that 
he was probably thought not the fittest person to negotiate a love- 
match for his mistress with a dissipated young Catholic prince. 
After his return from France, nothing more is heard of him till his 
appointment to the office, which has rendered his name so notorious. 
In 1585 he was summoned to Tutbury> to take charge, in con- 
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junction with Sir Drue Drury, of the unfortunate Queen of Scots. 
The motiTes which led to this appointment are not quite clear. 
The common story is, that Elizabeth, finding the Earl of Shrews- 
bury too lenient a custodian for her purpose, appointed Foulet and 
Drury, hoping, from her knowledge of their characters, that their 
treatment of the prisoner would be severe enough to rid her of her 
rival without the necessity of a trial or further publicity. Of this 
view Robertson is the accepted exponent ; '* and it is certainly in 

'* Robertson's vords Are these : — " Eliztbeth resolved to take her ont of the hands of 
the Earl of Shrewsbary, and to appoint Sir Amiss Psolet and Bir Drne Drnrj to be her 
keepera. Shrewsbury hsd disch&t^ed fais trnet Trith mnch fidelity during fifteen years ; 
but, at the same time, had treated Msiy with gentleness and respect, and had always 
sweetened harsh commands by the homanity with which he pnt them into execntion. 
The same politeness was not to be expected from men of an inferior rank, whose severe 
vigilance petbapa was their chief recommendation to that employment, and the only merit 
by which they conid pretend to gain favour or preferment." (Hist, of Scotland. 8vo. 
Lond. 1794. Vol. iL book vii. p. 124.) In contradiction to tiiia statement, tiiere eziets 
a letter from Sir John Somers to a Mr. Thomas Stringar, dated from Tntbniy Castle, 
Feb. 15, 1584 (printed by Lodge in hia niustr. to Brit. Hist. vol. ii. p. 306), which 
proves that Lord St. John, of Bletso, afterwards one of the Commiseioneis on Mary's 
trial (see Strangvage's Life of Mary, p. 158), was first appointed to sncceed Shrews- 
bnry, and Ponlet only hastened to Tntbnry on St. John's inability throtigh illness to 
undertake the post. Lodge also adds, that not only did Shrewsbnrj resign volnntarily, 
but that he had held the office most nuwillin^y for many yean at the Queen's instance ; 
and that not only did the nomination of St. John take place before that of Ponlet, bnt 
that Mjldmay, and after him Somera, succeeded Shrewsbury before St. John was nomi- 
nated. (Somers, however, does not seem to have held precisely the same office as 
Shrewsbury or Foulet, bnt rather to have been a kind of Chamberlain of the Household.) 
As to Bhrewsbnry's leniency, and his nnwillinguess to retain hie office, Shrewsbury himself 
may be held the best witness. Writing to Elizabeth from Sheffield Castle (whither Hary 
had been removed three years before), 29th Dec. 1573, be says : — " I do oonceave by 
sum wordes your Heyghnesa uttered of late to my son Qylbert, an alteration to my 
discomforte ; for although I am without epott of the least nndutifull respect to your 
Heyghness, yet may I fere sum scruple or donbte to be wrought in yonr Majesty's 
judgement of me at one l^e or other by the cuning practises of the SooIa Qnene 
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great measure oonfinued by the stories extant, at the time as well 
as afterwards, of Foulet's cruel harshness, by the attempt of 
"Walaingham to induce Poulet to incriminate Mary by the machi- 
nations of a servant, and by the celebrated " asaassination " letter 
to Poulet and Drury, signed by both Walsingham and Davison." 

tad her Frenda in discredit of my Service here. •••••• When she had greatest 

FreudB, most plentie of Monie to vorke with, and Ukought her well in way to becum 
the Panon she imagineth of herself, I kept her safe to your Majeetiy. No Practises 
could get her ont of m; Hands, and that toke she and yet doth for the greatest Dis- 
pleamre that conld be done to her, I did not then shew her any Fere or hope more 
Favonr, nor in Word or Deed allowed of her imagined intlea, neither was I in anything 
DKffe pleasbg to her." And he goes on to Bay that he has ever since behaved in the 
same way. (The letter is printed in Unrdin's Collection, p. 292). Probahly the tmeet 
Tiew is thai taken by Strangrage (Life of Mary, p. 156), who says :^" And that it 
might be done with a better colour, and the credit of the Earl of Shrewabory, which waa 
Improved and well-known, might not seem to be snapected (for it was not thought good 
to call in qoestlon the reputation of so great a man, which yet they had cracked by 
secret slanders npon tlie finding fault of his unreasonable wife), euspicdons were laid 
hold on as if the plot of getting her liberty were begun. • • * Moreover, there were 
letters shown, as if they had been intercepted, in the which the friends of the Queen 
complained that all their hopes were quite cut off, if she were but put into the custody of 
the Puritans. Under this colour she was taken from Shrewsbury, and committed to (he 
custody of Amias Panlet and Drewgh Drury, and that of purpose (as some thinke) 
that, being driven into desperation, she might be more apt to take abrupt counsels and 
more eaue to be entrapped. For Shrewsbury, in all that 15 yeerea had so providently 
kept her, that there was no place left of plots for her or against her." 

ts These letters will be found printed in full in the notes to the Biogr. Britann. 
Article " Davison," as well as a letter from Elizabeth to Poulet, written on the occasion 
of Mary's removal to Fotheringay (Nov. 1586), and expressing extravagant gratitude tu 
him for his safe custody of the " wicked murtheresse." (A MS. copy of this letter is 
in the Bodleian Library, Bawl. Misc. 30.) The letter of Walsingham and Davison, 
hinting at assassinatioh, is said in the Biogr. Britan. to have been first pubUshed by 
Mr. Heame, who tells us " they were copied by a Mend of his in the month of September 
1717, from a manuscript folio book containing letters to and fix>m Sir Amias Paulet, 
when he was the Qneene of Scots' Governor at Fotiiering&y." From a letter of Poulet 
to Davison (see Chalmers' Life of Queen Mary, voL i. p. 447), dated Feb. S, 158C, it 
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A writer, immediately after Mary's vacation, does not hesitate to 
call him more butcher than gaoler," and says : " Ce Paulet eat le 
plus rude vilain que voua scauriez reoir, et pour cette cause aroit 
est^ ohoisi expressement oomme \m Cerberus pour la garder."" And 
Mary herself, writing of her keepers a short time before her death, 
says of them : " Brief devant hier, Paxilet revint avec ce Droury, le 
plus modeste et gratieui de beaucoup." '* Burghley, in his Diary, 
makes no more than one Incidental allusion to him : — 

"1585, Nov. Mr. Bagot sent to Tutbury Castle to assist Sir 
Amyas Paulet during his sickness." 

Probably Puller's opinion of his conduct to Mary is the most 
ferourable that can he quoted.*' At all events his spirited reply to 

ftppears that, thongh requested to destroy the originals, he took them witii him to London. 
Copies in Lord Oxford's hand are said by Cbalmere to be among the Harl. MSS. 6994, 
Art. 29, 30. 

'^ Besides the well-known storj of his ransacking her chamber doring her absence, 
and removing all her money and jewels, as well as her papers (see his letter, printed in 
the Appendix to Robertson), various minor incidents of his behaviour are recorded ; 
among others that, finding one day her chimney on fire, and supposing it to be a con- 
certed signal, he placed faer in the antechamber, guarded by four soldiers, whom he com- 
manded to kill her at once, if she made the least movement. Bee Martyre de la fieine 
d'Ecosse Edinb. 8vo. 1587. p. 36S. The story is told also in Freebaim's Life of 
Mary, p. 272. 

IT The anonymous author of Martyre de la Kebe d'Ecosse, quoted above (p. 362). 
In another place he calls Ponlet "ce miserable podagre Puritain." 

IB Idem, p. 391. The letter is dated Nov. 24, 1586. Cf- Strangvage, p. 159. 
" Leicester secretly sent ruffians (as many said) to mnrther her; but Drury, an honest- 
minded and upright man, detested the wickedness from his heart, and suffered tbeta not 
to have any access to her " 

*9 " I know the Romanists rail on him as over-sbict in his charge, but indeed 
without cause, for he is no nnjnat steward who to those noder him alloweth all his 
master's allowance, though the same be but of the scantest proportion. Besides, it is no 
news for prisoners (especially if accounting their restraint unjust) to find fault with their 
keepers merely for keeping them. And such who complain of him, if in his place, ought 
to have done the same themselves." (Fuller's Worthies, 4tQ, Lond. I81I, vol. ii. p. 282.) 
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Walsingham's letter proves that Elizabeth was mistaken if she 
thought to find him an utterly unscrupulous instrument of her will." 
The year after he was relieved from his charge at Fotheringay, he 
was sworn Chancellor of the Order of the Garter.'^ He continued 
in his Captainship of Jersey ** till his death, which took place on 
September 26th, 1588." By his wife Mai^aret, daughter and 
heiress of Anthony Harvey, Esq., of Columb John, Devon, he had 
issue three sons and three daughters,^ and was succeeded in his 

M Cbalmera, " Life of Maiy," (2to18. Lond. 4to, 1818) mentions (vol. i. p. 456) a letter 
ot Ponlet to Walaingham, dated Feb. 2d, 1586, concerning the distribution of Mary's 
jewels after her death, and the embalming of her body. This letter he quotes from the 
Btate Paper OfGce, and gives the sabstance of many other lefters of Poulet concerning 
his charge at Tutburj and Potheiinghaj. In the Rtate Paper Office (D(Hnestic Series) 
are also a few letters which contaia inddeatal mention of Sir Amiaa, ranging from 
1573 (7) to 1589, from which we learn that he possessed the advowsons of Ssmpford 
Peverell and Sooth Petherton, in Somersetshire (Oct. 22Dd, 1582) ; that he qnarrelled 
with bis neighbours in that count; (Jan. 18, 1596) ; tiiat be was made Privy Councillor 
at the special instance of the Queea (Sept 7, 1584) ; that be signed the Association at 
Hampton Conrt on Oct. 19, 1584 ; and that he held the office of aerk to tiie Duchy of 
Lancaster (May 22, 1587, and Aug. 1589). 

*> Asbmole's Order of the Garter, p. 521. Burghley, in his Diary (Murdiu's Col- 
lection) has the following entry: — "1587. Febr. The Chancellorshippe of the Garter, 
by the death of Amyas Paulett, granted to Mr. Secretary Walsingham." This is an 
obvious mistake. Poulet succeeded Walsingham (see Asbmole's List, p. 714), and was 
himself succeeded by Sir John WooUey, Knt., " Secretary for the Latin Tongue." 
Sir £. Dyer, Knt., succeeded Woolley. 

' It does not, appear, however, that he resided in the island, for, in a letter, dated 
Oct. 22, 1583, to Walsingham, be says that he has left Somersetahire, to spend the 
winter in London for bis health ; but the sickness being there, he aball retnm to 
Devon. (St, Pap. Domestic Series.) 

'1 The date of his death is determined by the inquisition held at Wella, Jan. 15, 1588, 
which is given in Colhns's Peerage. (Art Poulet.) 

>* Ti2., as follows : Hugh (d. in infancy), Anthony, George, Joan (m. Robert 
Hejden, Esq., of Bowood, Devou), Sarah (m. Sir Francis Yincent of Stoke Dabemon, 

b 
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PREFACE. 



office by his second boh, Sir Anthony Foulett, fother of John, first 
Lord Poulett. 



Of the HS. herein edited, ^e account given in Ifacraj's Catalogue 
of Bawl. MSS. A. 331, is a« follows : " Codex Chartaceua, in folio, 
ft. 130. A full account of the volume is given in the Collection of 
John Blackboume (a bishop among the non-jurors), prefixed to his 

Sniref), and Elizabeth (d. nnmftnied). He wm buried in the dinrdi of S. Uartin's in 
the Ji^elds, London ; bat, on the rebailding of tJutt church, his bodj' and monoiiwRt 
wereTcraoTed to Hinton. ' There *re severe] inecriptione on his tomb, in Latin, English, 
and French; and the initaals of his Royal miitnss, " E. R.," are also engrared there, 
OTer four lines of English verse ; bnt whether at her command or not does not appear. 
It maj be worth while to giya the French, which, though not less laudatory, is perb»pi 
more definite than the others : 

" Passant Brreet«, Id toj L'Honneur lyAngletarre, 

La Foy, La Ptet^, La Bont^, La Valenr. 

Bi«F, Des antres Yirtns, Le plus Bean, le meilleur 

Qne oe Petit Tombean Dedans La Terre Eoserrs. 

Non, Non, Je ne Cioj Pas qa'un Bi Petit de Terre 

Coavre Tant de Virtas, Ait Esteint Tant D'Honenr, 

Qne ce Prenz GheTslier, oe Renomme Seigneur 

Aroit acquis en paiz, aroit acquis En Onerre. 

Ce n'etoit qne Douceur, Baroir, Integrity, 

Prudence et Bon Conseil, Constance et Grants, 

Dont Ciel honorait ce Cceur, cetto ame Belle. 

La Verta ne nuBurt point, eon los est etemelle. 

Le Tombeau tient ses os ; sa Belle Ame est an Ciel, 

La LoTsnge Ic; Bas est Grande et Immortelle." 

From Lodge's Illustr. of Brit. History, where is also engraved a portrait from a picture at 
Hinton. It represents him with a somewhat sour expression, high dieekbones, thin 
moustache and beard, very large ears, slightly-marked eyebrows, ntumw high forahead, 
nearly aquiHne nose, and a long narrow &ce. 
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edition of Bacon's ■" works, folio, Lond. 1730, i. pp. 24, 35. Eight of 
the letters are there printed, viz. :. one to Nioh. Wadham ; four to 
the Lord Keep^, Sir Nicholas Bacon ; one to the Earl of Leicester ; 
and two to Sir iFrancis Walsingham, Secretary of State." One 
letter to Queen Elizabeth, dated 6th August, 1677, is printed in 
Murdin's Collection of State Papers, folio, Lond. 1759, p. 306. 
Part of this, occupying from p. 308 to p. 312 in the printed copy, is 
wanting in this MS." Three leaves have also been torn out after 
fol. 54, two after fol. 80, and part of a letter is wanting before 
fol. 32." Dr. Blackboume's account of the voliune is this : " The 
papers &om which I hare transcribed the foregoing letters seem to 
be protocols or registers of Sir Amyas Powlet during a considerable 
part of his embassy in France. They commence May 22, 1677, 
and conclude on the 10th of January following ; and, considering 
the great variety of cyphers made use of for the conveyance of 
them, as the author occasionally informs us, and that the art of 
decyphering was then in its infancy, we may be very well assured 
(as they are wrote in the common hand of Q. Elizabeth's days) that 
they could be no other than Sir Amyas's own copy, or at least that 
of his Secretary, Mr. Dannet. • • • • Though I have in a 
manner only selected such letters as make for my purpose, yet 
I can't forbear saying that I judge the whole would be very 

** The jovag Francu Baoon was sent abroad nnder the g^aardiaoBhip of Sir Aniiaa 
during his Embassy, as vras then the fashion with young men of rank. 

ts These letters wiU be found on pages 48, 77, 129, 165, 179, 186, S24, 243, 247 of 
this TOlnme. Of the last (p. 243) BUckbonme says, " It treats of a subject much 
canTassed, and lays the scene of the Qneen of Scots much deeper than any other 
intelligence. It likewise gives a specimen of tlie treachery of the agents of the Queen 
Mother of France, and acoonnts for the reason why the Qneen of Scots was afterwaida 
committed to the custody of Sir Amyas Fowlett, since he seems to tiBTe made the first 
diacoTeiy of her practices, and to have been master of the whole secret." 

fl See Appendix to Preface. 

A2 
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entertaining if th^ were published to the world, and I may be 
indulged a short digression relating to Sir Amyas Powlet (for so hid 
name is constantly wrote wherever it occurs.)" ** To these accounts 
of the MS. little need be added, except that the more than usu^y 
eccentric variations of speUing throughout, the utterly random way 
in which it is punctuated, and the constant absence of capital letters 
to proper names, seem, when taken together, to indicate (since the 
MS. is written in a very neat and careful hand, and with no signs of 
haste about it) that it is rather a translation firom cypher than an 
original document, unless we may imagine that it was prepared in 
this shape ^" for Mr. Secretary Dannett to translate into cypher, 
the exigencies of which drove the author, as he himself tells us, 
into all sorts of violations of grammar." No alterations have been 
made in the orthography of the MS. other than were absolutely 
neoessary to render the text intelligible ; capital letters have been 
'supplied, and a few omissions, more or less obvious, hare been 
inserted within brackets. 

An Index will be found at the end, contuning the names of those 
to whom the letters are addressed. Of these, concerning Messrs. 
Argall, Beton, Broimckar, Drake, Heneage, Horsey, Speake, 
Tomaon, and Wilkes, the Editor has been able to discover little or 
nothing. 

Sir Arthur Basset was a gentleman of some note in Devonshire 
(p. 167). He seems to have held lands near Barnstaple, and various 
instructions are extant addressed to him for putting Devonshire in 
a state of defence, transporting soldiers to Ireland, and fitting out a 
fleet of discovery for tiie Antarctic Seas. 

Mr. Robert Beale was Clerk of the Council, and as such appears 
in many papers of the period. In April, 1687, he made suit to the 

*" ^is, however, is not correcL See aot« 1. 

*9 Hie Tolome, however, ia* not in Sir Amiu'e hindwriting. 

M Bee page 55. Otber B^ention m mnde of hii ose of ejpher on pages 81, 108, 181. 
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Queen for a grant of £60 a year for thirty or forty years, in con- 
sideration of poTcrty and Berrioes. On the 9th of May in that year 
he had resigned his ofSoe, and was alive in 1690. 

Sir Jerome Bowet' name appears in some unimportant papers of 
the period. A grant of Grown hinds of the value of £100 a ye^> 
was made him on June 16, 1682. 

Sir John Clifton is styled by Foulet his brother (p. 23), as is also 
Nicholas "Wadham, the celebrated founder of Wadham College, and 
Poulet's neighbour at Merlfield (p. 48). The language used in both 
cases seems to forbid the supposition that they were not more nearly 
connected than by god-pfu«nts, or as county neighbours and friends. 
The Editor has not, however, been able to trace any connection 
between either &mily, unless Poulet's grandmother (Lora, daughter 
of William Kellaway, of Bockbome, Hants) was related to Joan 
KeUaway, Wadham's stepmother. Sir John Clifton was Sheriff for 
Somerset in 28 Bliz., and appears also to have been Sheriff for 
Devon four years previously." 

Dr. Valentine Dale, M.P., a well-known jurist, was Judge of the 
Sigh Court of Admiralty in 1684. He succeeded Sir Amias Poulet 
in the Prench Embassy, and died in November, 1589. 

Sir Edward Dyer is probably the Sir Edward Dyer who was the 
intimate friend of Sir Philip Sidney, Fulke Greville, and Edmund 
Spenser, and of whose friendship the Huguenot Languet wrote that 
it was " like a gem added to his treasures." ^' He was a gentleman of 
noble family in Devonshire or Somersetshire, or both, and suc- 
ceeded Poulet's successor as Chancellor of the Order of the Garter .** 

Sir Lancia Knollya, or Knowles, Enight of the Garter,^ was a 

" FnlWi Worthies of Bomenet and Deron. 

' Lkogaeti EpiatolR, page 215, qiioted in Fox Bourne's Memoir of Sir Philip 
Sidney, p. 218. 
M See note 21. 
*• See Ashmole's Order of the Oarter, p. 716. 
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prominent leader of the strict Puritan party in the House of 
Commons, and a supporter of the Penal Bill of 1663."^ He seems 
to have been strangely constant in attendance upon a Court which 
must have been distasteful to him, wherein, however, he held the 
of&ce of Vice-Chamberlain; but probably he was retained there 
by the influence of his great friend, Walsingham. His daughter 
Lettice, Countess of Essex, was privately married, in his presence, 
to Leicester in 1678, and seven years later his son Francis was 
B«ar-Admiral in Drake's great New World Expedition. 

Sir Tbomeu Leighton was Poulet's colleague, being Governor of 
the Island of Ouemsey. He was a Puritan of a very decided kind, 
and is bitterly accused of having introduced the Presbyterianism 
of the Huguenot refugees into his island by false representations 
to Queen Elizabeth. He seems afterwards to have been Lord 
Lieutenant of Norfolk, where a Sir Thomas Leighton is mentioned 
a few years later actively engaged in the performance of his duties. 

Mr. Edtoard Tremayne, of Colocumb, was also an active officer in 
the West of England. He is constantly mentioned in conjunction 
with Sir Francis Drake ; of the treasure brought home by whom in 
1680 he was appointed custodian. In that year he is found com- 
plaining that age and infirmities unfit him for the performance of 
his duties. 

Dr. Tkonuu Wilson, Dean of Durham and Secretary of State, 
though mixed up with all the domestic politics of his time, is 
perhaps best known as the author of "The Arte of Rhetorique," 
described as " almost the first piece of criticism which our langua^ 
contains" *" — a work which there is some reason to suppose was the 
origin of Sir Philip Sidney's well-known " Defence of Poesie." 

The rest of Poulet's correspondents are too well known to need 
special mention. 

M Fronde's Hist, of the Reign of Elizabeth, i. 490. 

*• Fox Bourne's Memoir of Sir Philip Sidney, pp. 231, 383. 
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APPENDIX TO PREFACE. 



It has been thought well to insert here, from Murdin's Collection 
of State Papers (fol. Load. 1769), pp. 308-11), the portion of the 
letter to Queen Elizabeth which is missing on p. 84 of this volume. 

.... things, and bo Ulused that it was not to be excused; I told hym that he 
had to conuder herein bis own profit and commodyte, who receaved great benefit 
bj their entercoune. I concladed that tliiB alteration conteyned in itself small 
demonstration of that good amyte which was required by hia Ambassador to 
eontanew and increase betweene these two Crownes, and therefore prayed his 
Uajesty to consider of it according to equity; and having made a short note of 
these griefs, and holding the same in my band, be required me to deliver it unto 
bym, and promised to take such order therein as should appertaine to reason and 
justice. Then I declared to the King that I was come to a conclusion, being 
commanded by your Majesty to say playnly unto him, that onleast La Roche 
was stayed from proceeding in his preparations, and your subjects both better 
satisfied fi>r the spoyles which they have heretofore sustained, as also provision 
made out of hand that they may not hereafler be spoyled as they have been, 
your Majesty shall be forced contrarie to your own disposition to resort to such 
remedies as you would be loth to put into execution, otherwise than constrayned 
by necesvtie. The King answered that, touching the merchants, be would not 
&yle to take the best order he could, having already given streight charge to La 
Bocbe to attempt nothing against yont Majesty, and had received his promise 
for it. He said it was a thing usual to all princes to lycens their subjects to go 
upon the seas upon reasonable oonudeiationa, and therefore her Majesty might 
not take his going out in ill part. I replyed, that your Majesty could not be 
satisfied with this answer, and that you had been dewly and credably informed 
of his synister intents against you, and therefore did look that the King should 
so consider of it as your Majesty might stand assured. What can I do more. 
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Bajeth the King, than to require his promise, and if he break it to puaish bjm 
at hie return, which I shall not &yle to do. I told him La Roche was his 
subject, and was not yet departed as I was infonned, and therefore it were easy 
for hym W brydle hym in such sort as your Majesty might be well satisfied. 
He shall, quoth I, go to the seas; be shall invade the countries of my Soveraigne, 
and be punished for it when he returneth, as though the punishment of twenty 
La Roches could recompence the troubling of the state and kingdom of my 
mystres. He sayd, he could not let hb subjects to go to the seas, and, as he 
tbouglit, some sLippes were departed already. I answered that I trusted he was 
assured these shippes would attempt nothing against your Majes^. Nay, sayetb 
the King, I am not assured that they are departed, but if my good sister, your 
mistress, deal playnlie and friendlie with me, she may be assured that my subjects 
will do her no displeasure. And this was all I could get of hym. 

Then, taking my leave of the King, I was conveyed to Queen-Mother's 
chamber, where, before I entered. Monsieur Gondye asked me if 1 would not 
refresh myself alter this long talk before my next audience; wherein his meaning 
was, that the King might have leisure to ympart unto his mother the con^ 
fei'ence betweene hym and me. I told hym that I was ready when it pleased 
the Quene, and so entered into her chamber, where I attended her <«mynge, who 
brought the young Quene with her. There I declared to Quene-Mother that, 
having received commandment Irom her Majesty to signifie some matters of im- 
portance to the King her son, I wolde not fayle, considering the place she holdeth, 
to acquainte her with the same, and the rather because the good or bad handling 
of these causes might brede good or ill to these two Healms, and bo ymparted 
unto her all that I had in commandement to say to the King; and when I had 
ended, she answered that your Majesty could not be ignorant of her good 
afi'ectton towards you ; that, for confirmation thereof, she had profered unto you 
ail her sons, her only jewels in this world; that it had pleased your Highness to 
do her that honour to call her by the name of mother; and that, therefore, she 
would not &yle, after her accustomed fashion, to deal plainlie with me, your 
Ambassador, and did not doubt but that your M^eety would take it in good 
part. The affection and dewtie, sayd she, which she oweth to the King her 
son, did bind her to do her best endeavour to conserve his estate, which to 
effectuate she hath not thought anie other meane more necessarie than to conserve 
these two Realms in good peace and perfect amyte, as a thing honourable and 
profitable foe them botli. The King her son wss no less affected to this union, 
and bad not fayled from time to time to do the offices of a brother and good 
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iiMghbour; that bia realm being now in combustion, he trusted to find you of 
like ftfiection tovards hjm; that, iostede theTeoF, he received nothing but fair 
words and unkynde deedea; that it was dangerous forprincai to comfort and 
cherish rebells; that, the like occasion happening in England, your Majesty 
would not tike that the King her son should support youi bad subjects against 
you; that the Prince of Condi's letters had bene intercepted; that in these 
letters he had written to his fiiends, that your Majesty required hym to come 
into England, and that you would provyde hym of men and money ; that the 
lebeUs of this realm were received and cherished in England; that> as the King 
her son demred nothing more than to contdnew in good amyte with yon, so he 
was descended of a house that cared little for their enemies; that his quarrel 
was just; that God would defend b3rm; that, by the Tieatie of Peace betwixt 
your Majestie and hym, you were bound to ayde hym agunst his rebells if he 
did require it; that he neded no help to deal with them, and could do well 
enough, if they were not otherwise asaisted ; that he derired nothing but the 
obedience dew to a King and Soveraign; that she wished your Majesty to 
contdder of these things in honour and equity; and, finallie, that she thought 
she might be bold to utter her mind &anklie to your Highnes, I answered 
that I thanked her Majesty most humbly that it had pleased her to deal thus 
playnlie, and that I did not doubt but that the same would be agreeable to 
yonr Majesty; and although I had no commisuon to reply, yet I besought her 
to give me leave to say somewhat as of myself. First, I trusted she would 
confess that your Majesty had forborne to do manie things during this tyme of 
the civill warre in France, which yonr Majesty might have done, and which 
anie other neighbour in your place would have done ; and if there were nothing 
else, I thought this worthy of some thanks. Secondly, I prayed her to re^ 
member ihat your Majesty, as one that wished well to the King her son and 
his Crowne, had at manie other tymes, and now lastlie at Blois, exhorted hym 
with many invincible arguments to make peace with his sul^ects, a sufficient 
testimonie that you took small pleasure in his troubles. And thirdly, I told 
her that those she called rebells conosted of two parts, whereof the one part 
was in arms, the other was a multitude of po<a and Hmple people which, to 
enjoy liberty of conscience and exercise of religion, were content to leave their 
lyvings and commodytee, and were repaired, some into England, some into 
other places, where they lived in great miserie and pover^. I sayd, she ought 
not to find it strange if your Majesty, a Christian Princess, endued with 
Christian charity, bad received some of this latter sort into your realm, especially 



d by Google 



XVUl APFBKDIX TO PREPACS. 

}mog iuch aa ftgraed with your Majeety in ieligi<m. Toocliing the o^er sort, 
whatooever the Prince of Cond^, or any other, had aayd ot written, I told 
her the effect did well dhow that the King her aon and ahe had leceived 
nothing &oni you hut offices worthy of good friendship between yon. I aayd, 
if you would give credit to FitzMorria' letters, the quarrel were now open 
betwene you. These things, sayeth she, are not so easilie excused. Do you 
not remember what the Queue your mistres did at Xewhaven? I answered 
that I remembied well the tyme, but was ignorant of the occaaone, which 
I doubted not were verie sufficient. And now lately, saythe she, Caaimir hath 
told me that he had 50,000 crownes of your Queue, and it is so set down in 
the Treatie between us. Madam, quoth I, I must say, as I have aayd, that 
FitzMorris hath sayd and written as hath bene most for hU advantage. Why 
dien, aayth she, doth the Quene foetei and nourish the Ejng my son's subjects? 
Wbie doth the King your stm, quoth I, receive such of our nation as pretend to 
come hither for the cause of religion? I know none such here, sayeth she. I 
know them, quoth I, and know divers of them to be gentlemen and of good 
calling. Do you know, saythe she, that they have secret access to the King, as 
La Personne had to the Quene your mistres? Madam, quoth I, I can say little 
in thu matter ; but you may not find it strange if a gentleman of quality and 
calling, passing thorow the realm, hath had access to her Majesty. I must be 
playne with you, Monsieur L'Embassadeur, sayth she, we have had nothing but 
words these fifteen yeata; we would be glad now to receive some dedes. Our 
rebells are aided openlie or comforted secretly, which was the manner of Lewis 
the XI&.; your mistres would not be content to receive such offices from us. 
If she mean i^ynlie and friendlie towards my son, she will require and coussell 
such aa bear arms against hym to submit themselves unto hym, and in cause of 
refuse will tell them playnlie she will assist my son against them. And I pray 
you, sayth she, signifie thus much to the Queue your mistres from me. Madam, 
quoth I, I will not fayle to make trew and just report of all your speeches as 
neere aa I may- And lyke as you look for great offices from the Quene my 
mistres, so it may please you to consider of such things as I have proposed unto 
you in her Majes^'s behalf, touching FitzMorris, La Roche, and the English 
merchants. ^\1ierein, because there passed no other speech in effect than such aa 
hath bene alreadie recited in my discourse with the King, I wiU not trouble your 
Majesty with new repetirions^ And yet the truthe is, I debated all these poiots 
at greater length with Queue-Mother than with the King, Onlie this was added, 
that Quene-Mother was content to give her word, and that I should assure your 
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iSajeiBtj from Lot ^t neither the ehippes alreadie eet forth, if such were, neitlicr 
La Koche, should attempt anie thing to your Majesty's prejudice, if the King 
her son received no other offices from yon than such as were worthie of his good 
OBter and firiend. And in the end of our conference, touching our English mer- 
chanta, she said that their complaints should be considered, not for anie other 
respect but because justice and equity did so require it. I will not presume 
to make anie interpretation of these words, but in my simple opinion her meaning 
was to move me to think that the consideration of the merchants did not procede 
of anie fear that was conceaved of anie thing your Majesty could do; and, if I 
be not deceived, this interpretation is no less favourable than trewe. Leaving 
the coosideiation of the premises to your Majesty, I will only be so bold most 
humbly to pray you to consider that all your doings touching the French are 
T^istred and layed up agunst a day, uid that nothing is forgotten, no, not things 
done before the last treatie. I may not foiget to advertise your Majesty that 
Qoene-Mother, in the end of our speach, told me merylie that I found these two 
realms in peace and »xayte at my comyng hither, and if I did not leave them so 
at my departure she would lay the fawte on me. Indede no subject in England 
hath greater cause to wish the continuance of amyte between England and France 
than I in respect of the little charge I have under your M^esty of the Isle of 
Jersey, which I beleive verilie will be the first thing that will be attempted. But 
I had rather twenty Jeneys were so many fish-pooles than that your Majes^'s 
penon, crown, and state should be endangered by too much security. When I 
had ended the premises and was now ready to despatch my messenger, attending 
only the King's answer touching the merchants' causes, and to that purpose had 
sent that morning to Monneur Pynart to know the King's pleasure touching those 
particnlariUes, ymmediately after dinner Monsieur Gondy comyth unto me &om 
Quene-Mother te require me to come unto her, saying that she had some matter 
of importance to say unte me. I repaired forthwith to the Court, when Quene- 
Mother, assysted with the French Quene, declared unto me that she desired 
nothing more than the continuance of good and perfect amite between the King 
her son and your Majesty; that she had employed all her means from tyme to 
tyme to that end; that her son was likewise affected; that she trusted to have 
found the like lUspoution on your part; that she was now advertised of four of 
your Majesty's shippes, furnished with 1,200 sowdiers, gone to Rochel; of three 
others of jroiu shippes, accompanied wi^ other small barki^ eiUier gone alreadie 
to the seas, or ready to be gone ; and finallie of 
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SIR AMIAS POULET'S LETTERS. 



To THE QUENBS Ma'''^ 



Tt may please your Ma*" to be aduertised that Maryon, secretary M»ye, 1577. 
to Danville, arryred at the courte the xyj"* of this presente, firom 
whome I baue ben adueirtised that DanviU ys retiered &om the 
asBocyation of the Protestants, that their jalousie and suspicion 
haue forced him so to doe, that they woulde not alowe him for their 
Gk)uemor, that they had the partyculer councellor which controwled 
his orders and resolacions, that he had capitulated with the K: but 
hath submitted him self absolutely without condicion, and yet he 
dothe not doiibt but that the K: will haue regarde to his honor and 
sewerty ; that if the K: leaue him in his Gouerment he will not &yle 
to doe him all fayUifull servyce ; that Montepellier, Nysmes, Aigues- 
mortes, Ozais, Castres and Montauban holde for the Protestants ; 
that it is intended to destroy the harvest of corne and grasse 
belonging to these townes, and thereby to reduce them to extreme 
nece^tie ; that their is greate dearth in Languedocq already ; that 
Danvyll wyll neuer forgett the greate fauor and Mndshipp which 
your Highnes hath aUwaies borne to his house, and that he wUl not 
b2 
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hjle to send shorttelie a messenger of purpose to enforme ^our 
Ma*" att len^h of Ms proceedings. Tt is not to be doubted but that 
the D: of Savoye hath capitulated sufficiently for Danvill, and per- 
chaunce more for his owne profitt and seweirty of his owne estate 
then for the comodite or saffcie of DanTill in lyfe or livinge. Belle- 
garde hath ben a great traviler in this practice, and is now in Lan- 
guedocq with DanTill and Joyeuse. The regiment of Grillon and the , 
one halfe of the companies which were leed by Martinenque being 
now devided, amounting in the whole to two thowsande men or their 
abouts, are sent into Languedoc. BanTill desierethe x canones for . 
the better service of the Kinge, and, as I am informed by one of that 
office, order is taken to send them rnto hym. Those of Yssoire in 
Auvergne loke dajlie for the sege, haveing destroyed all the Tillages 
nere ahoute them thereby to annoy the enemy as much as they maie. 
Some tbinke that they are resolute to abyd all extremities, being 
much comforted by the late godd seruices of their neighbours of 
Maye 26. Ambert, whoe after two assaults are deliuerd of their enemyes. Yt 
is saide that the third part of Auvei^e holdyth for those of the 
Religion, and that they haue sixe townes att their devotion, and yet 
the Fapistes tiiere are so incensed against the Frotistaunts as besydes 
their owne servise they contribute v&ne depely to the mayntenanoe 
of this warre. Monsieur departed from the Court towards Yssoire 
the xxi of this present. 

Q: Mother the xij''' of this presente honored the Tictorie of 
Monsieur in the recoverie of La Charity with a very solempne and 
sumptuous Bankett, yn the which the King, Monsieur and all the 
Princes, and other greate estates, were serrid with ladies appereylled 
by two and tow yn sondrie colours, madame de Rhetz representing 
the Great Master, and fower other ladies supplying the places of the 
fewer Maistres d' hostel with whyt staues in their handes. This 
bankett was adorned with all sort of musike and other delightes, 
the musiclons being allso appardled in sylke after the best fasshion. 
Yt was expected that Monsieur shoulde haue departed towards 
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Yssoire the next daye after their feast, bat yt semeth that this 
Toyage dependeth uppon the resolucion of Bussy d'Amboyse, whoe 
in all his awnsweres and messenges hath professed to doe no- 
thinge but for the K's: servyoe, althoughe his actions purport some 
other matter; he is saysed of Anglers and of the Font de Sey, and 
hath att the least 4iOOO sowdyours at his comanndement. He 
troubleth all the court, he troubleth all their cownsells and 
resolucions. Now lately Tilleroy and De Maundes Chauncellor to 
Monsieur haue ben sent vnto hi m to receaue his fynall awnswere, 
and are departed firom him as wise as when they cam to him. He 
sayeth he is the King's &ythfiil serrante, that the Kynge may 
dispose of him at his pleasure, that yf he were not deseasyd he 
woulde not &yle to resorte to the K:, and that he will send parte 
of his forces into Auvergne to Monsieur. This is all they can gett 
of him, and here uppon there are many opiniom, and fewe can tell 
what this matter meaneth, and no doubt it is a mistery of greate 
secrecye. The sultelties and trecheries of Frawnce are so depe as 
it is a very hard or rather vnpossible for a straunger to fynd the 
bottom. 

Som thinke that Bussye hath secrett intellegence with the K: to 
hetraye those of Bretaigne, others that he is lygued with the Frotes- 
tants, the third that he is directed by [Monsieur P], the last that he 
standeth for himself as a male content. And lyke as this last opinion 
hath lest apparaunce yn reason and iudgment, so yt may seme that 
the first doth now begine to loose his creditt. La Gbaryt^ being 
rendered to the K: and the King hareing armyes of the other syde 
of the ryuer of Loyre, so as their is no hope that the Bryttons maye 
be brought hereafter to the State, being now vtterly vnable yf they 
woulde to joyne with their Mndes yn Guyen yf they haue anie 
there. The seconde conceipt is coldly reoeiued, and for my parte 
I dare not wryght what I thinke of the third. Yt is ynoughe that 
your Ma^ knoweth the great Estates of this Courte, their humors 
and dispoations. Fewe seeke after peace, and some do well knowe 



d by Google 



6 COPT-BOOK OP 

that these troubles and deTisioiu are the onlie staye and piller 
of their greatnes. 

The yonge Lansaoq keepeth the seas before Bochell with x or jix 
shippes, and some galyes are in rigging at Nantes to come lyke- 
wyse thether. 

Twoe companies which wear at Marens and there abouts, rppon 
the approching of the Duke of Mayne retyered for their sewerty to 
Bochell; where, because they belongyd to the Prince of Cond6, 
those of the Towne, doubting leaete the Prince by theire helpe 
shoulde be able to comaunde within the Towne, would not recaiue 
them. 

Amonge' other gallyes sent with treasure out of Spaine to Napla 
yt is sayde that one gaUey in the which were 150000 crownes. 

Tt is wrighten out of Germanie, that the Tartaryans have yn- 
Tadid Polonia, of late, with greate troopes of horsmen, and having 
destroyed a great parte of the cuntrye, retomed to their owne 
dominions before the Enymie could be prepared for Ms defence. I 
am credibly aduertised that the K: of Spaine maketh great prepara- 
tions by sea, and some of good iu<^ment are of opinion that it is 
for Ireland, because they canne not consider that he hath anie other 
necessarie seruice for his shippes att this tyme. The Portugall 
maketh lyke preparacions, and it is sayd that they joyne in one 
enterprise. 

A Seotte tyUeth me that the Ambassador of Scotlande will not 
retome &om the Bathes in Lorraine callyd the Plomberies vntill he 
haue spoken with Don Jhon. The twoe Hameltones cam from Don 
Jhon to the Duke of Guyse when he was yet before La Charity, and 
are now sayd to be gone into Spaine. Tt maye be feared least these 
Spannishe practizes tend to the trouble of yo' Ma*" and your state, 
and the lyke is to be conceiued of the preparations made by La 
Boche yn Bretain, whereof I haue given aduertisment before this 
tyme, and of late haue dispached one of my srauants of honest credyt 
and good experience to leame the certayntie of these doings, and 
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because the tyme appointed for his retome is expired long sithence, 
I feare least he be slayne or imprisoned. 

I may be bould to affirme that England had neuer fewer Mnds 
in the French court then at this presente, where none that bane 
made profession of Religion dare once shew their faces, so as I am 
driven to seeke acquaintance with the Papistes, haying allso ben 
lodged farre from the courts contynTally sythence my coming into 
France, and thCTefore yt may please your Ma*"" to holds me excusyd 
althoughs my aeruice be not such or so effectnall as your Highnes 
expectyth, wherein their shalbe no wante of my fidelytie and 
dilligencs, as knowsth the Allmightie, whoe allwayes preserue your 
most excellent Ma*^ in all honor and prosperitie. . . . From Towers, 
the xxri* of Maye. 

To M^ Walsinoham. 

I thinte my self much beholding vnto your Honor that it hath Maye 26: 
plsased you to retome my servant Jhon Tupper vnto me at this ^^''* 
tyms, whose pressncs I desyered very much as well for the quieting 
of my mynde as for her Ma** seruice. I had sent for my resayvor in 
the Isls of Jersay to com hethsr vnto ms to conferre with him 
in matters touching his chardg there ; and vppon his arryvall at 
Bloyes, consideringe that he had the French tonge naturally, bdng 
native of Jersay, and had ben trayned from his in&ncie in the coast 
of Bretaine in marchandise, and knowinge his sufScisntie otherwise, 
I thought good to send Tiim into Bretayne to leame the certayntie 
of the doings of La Koche and of his preparacions by sea. The 
l^me appointed for his retome ys expired so long sithence, as I 
thinks assueredly that hs is imprisoned yf hs bs not slayne, and 
yet I doe not se how he can be longe a prisoner, because he had 
neither lettrea or any other wrytiug aboute hym, and do thinks 
rather that he is fallen into the handes of the knavishe soudoyours 
of Bussy's companie, and that his good gelding and the money in 
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his pursse hare been the cause of his distruction. I am sory her 
Ma" service is hindered by the loss of so good a seruaut, of -vrhom 
I made singuler acoompte for his honestie, foythMlnes and discre- 
tion, and in dede do not know howe to aupplie his place in the 
cha^ which he had vnder me, wherein none canne doe good 
soruice but such as besydes the language ore acquainted with the 
customes of the Isle, which breedyth very few that are trustie and 
feithtiill, and do impute the honestie of this man altogether to his 
educacion from his infancie in Englande and on the cost of France 
in trade of marchandise. Thus you see how I speake to quiet my 
self in bewayling my displeasure to my good fiynde. And now I 
will do as our archers in England, who when they hare lost one 
arrow wyll ahoote an other the same waye in hope to fynd both. I 
am now Tppon the pointe to dispach Jhon Tapper into those parts. 
God send him good speede I 

I must craue your Honor's &uor towardes me in the allowance of 
this byll inclosed, and in this behalf yt may please you to consider 
that sythence my coming from Paris I haue ben allwayes lodged 
seanen and tenne leagues &om the courte, my olde acquaintance 
of the Religion being di^ersed abroade, so as now my beet 
iiryndes are hired Papistes. I cannot thanke your Honor ynough 
for the aduertisments I receaue from you, and in dede th^ are not 
only comfortable, but do aUso serue me to great purpose. Tt is said 
that the darth of come is alreadie great in EochelL I am glad 
to here that you are retomed agayne to the court, where Qod long 
preseme you in good health. From Towrs, &c. 

Yt hath not ben for want of good tryall that I haue not 
recomended Bonnet vnto you before this tyme, whome suerly I 
fynde verie honest, diUigent and faythfiJl, and would be very glade 
if this recomendacion could add somewhat to your good opinion of 
him, and now I thanke yo' Honor most hartely for hym. Tt may 
please your Honor to acquainte my L: of Sussex with my aduertifl- 
ments, because I haue not written to his Lordship, neither haue I 
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wrytten of any partioularities to my L: of Jjecister or to my L; 
Treasorer. You shall reoaiue inclosed herein the copie of my lettree 
sent by this bearer to my seruante Eowe to be convayed to S' Jhon 
Glyfton. Gode send rs a yoke felowe that feareth God t I maye not 
forgett to tell you that Eneritt hath reported here that M' Hatton 
hath the revertion of my o£&oe of the Captaineshippe of Jersaye, 
which if it be true I must confesse that the Queue doth me no 
wronge, but I would thinke more credit yf this had ben done at 
some other tyme than during my seruice here. Yt maye please your 
Honor to thinke of it, and to leame the truth in some sortt. 



To MT L: ov Lbcisteb. 

My very good L: I have thought good to aduertise hw Ma^'. by Maye 26, 
my lettres of the occurrences of these parts, not doubtinge but that ^^''" 
the same vilbe imparted vnto your L: and therefore do thinke it 
neadlesse to treble you with my farther recytall of our doings here, 
which are not so prosperous for the poore Protestants as were to be 
wyshed, and I pray God this harme reach not into our contrey, being 
not to be doubted but that it is so intended by our neyghbours on 
euery syed. The revolting Sanuyll is in his owne person a matter of 
great importaunce ; but it maye be feared least yonger men caryed 
awaye with sinister counsell will foUowe the example of this olde 
courtyer, who hath ben a partie with the Faplstes in many treach^ies, 
and Uierefore coulde not be ignorant what credytt was to be given to 
their fftyer promises. God divert their harts and myndes to his honor, 
and to the saftie and quiett of his poore afflicted Church I I have 
no hope to place your Lordship's servante Battye with anie noble 
man duringe these trebles, being all disperced abroade and keepe no 
houses. I am sory to see him loose his tyme. I have thought good 
to send him to Farris, where he shalbe placed with a very good 
workeman, and no doubt shall doe more good theare one whole yeare. 
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At my retome to Paris I will bestowe him with some noble man. 
And ihuB leaving to troble you any fiirther, I comitt your good L: 
to the mercyfull protection of the Almightie. Tours, &c. 



To MT L: Tebastjeeb, 
^"J« 26. jfy yerie good L: Being aduertised that your Lordship followeth 
the coiurt, or rather that the eourte foloweth your Lordship to your 
house, att Tybalds, I thinke it needelesse to trouble you with the 
occurrents of these parts, which I haue imparted to her Ma*" att good 
leangth by my lettres sent by this bearer, and do not doubt but that 
the same shalbe comunicatted Tnto your Lordship. The Papists 
here increase in corage euery daye, and Religion is contenmed as a 
thinge of no price. Yntyll now of late it had ben possible to haue 
founde in the court some one good man that would be content to 
talke of religion. But now their is no place in the court for anye 
affected after this sorte, yea th^ chose rather to make their aboade 
in anie other place then theire. The accompt is made that those of 
the Religion, destitute of all forreyne succour, are broi^ht to such 
extremities as of necessytie they must bow or brake, and that it is a 
worke of some monethes to establish the Pope's kingdom thoroughe 
out aU Fraunce. But God was yesterdaye, ye this daie, and wilbe to 
morrow, and his arme is not shortened. He will take pitie of the poor 
Protestants of this Reabne eyther for their owne sakes, or perchance 
for our sake, because he knoweth that our parte Ueth in it. Gk»d 
grant vs grace to flye to his mercy with hartie repentaunce I Tt may 
please your good L: to extend your accustomed goodnes towards me 
in the allowance of a byll of some forraine expences which I haue 
sent heare withall to M' Secretary, wherein I trust your L: hath this 
opinion of me that I stand vppon my conscience in these things, and 
indead would be sory to liue so longe to steale the Queues mony by 
subtle deTisses. This bearer is acquainted with some parte of my 
deframents ; of whome I will saye the less vnto your Lordship, 
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"because I knowe him to be for his owns sake sufficiently recomeuded 
Tuto you, but if my recomendacion could add anie thinge to your 
Lordship's good opinion of him, I woulde not fayle to vse all the 
good wordes I could devise, because I thinke hirn verie worthey of 
your Lordship's fkvoT, as well for his honesty and fidelitie as for his 
discretion and other good parts that are in him. And thus resting 
att your Lordship's comaundement, I comitt you to the tuicion of 
the AHmiglitie, whoe allwayes preserue your good Lordship. From 
Towrs, &c. 



To THE Eable or Waerwickb. 

My verie good L: Tt were a pleasure if being desiorous to wright „ „ 
to your Lordship I were provided of such matter as I knewe your 1577. 
Lordship woulde be gladd to haue ; but wyked Tyme yeldeth nothing 
but miseries to his swome enimies. I write rather as tilings are 
taken here att this presente then as they are indead ; neither do I 
thinke the cause of relygion in this cuntrey to be very desperate, 
althoughe Uie Papists do promyse them selfes to se their hoUie 
Satheres kingdome established thorough out all the parts of France 
verie shortely. But God which syttyth in the heauen shall laughe 
them to scome. Dampville is revolted from the Protestants, and 
hath made his peace with the Einge, and hath deliuered into his 
bands all that he canne althoughe not so much as he woulde. The 
best townes vnder his gouerment hold yet for the Protestants, as 
MonpeUier, Nysmes, Aiguesmortes, Caatres, Ozais, and Montauban, 
which are townes of very good importaunce, and will not be easalie 
recoueryd. Monsieur departed from the Court the xxi*^ of this 
presente towards Tssorie yn Auuergne, where he trusteth to finde as 
good intertainment as before La Charyt^. The accompte is made 
that this towne shalbe renderyd in shorte iyme, and then this armie 
shall ioyne with the D. of Mayne to doe some noble exploite yn 
Quyenne, whwe nothing is done of late that I canne leame worthy 
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of the wrightinge, saTinge that the yonge Lansacq is saide to haae 
taken the Isle of [Olerey ?] and to keepe the aeas before Bochell 
vith X or zii shippes. Bussy d'Amboyse keepeth Angiers and Le 
I*ont de Sey, and is accompanied with three or fouer thowsande men. 
What he will do att the last I canne not tell, but he bath done much 
hurte in the losae of two companies of footemen which haue ben 
defeated ; so as, howsoeuer this matter maye end in sporte at the last, 
there haue ben doings in good earnest of both sydes. I cannott 
here what is become of the D: of Montpensier or if be be yet ioyned 
with the Kinge of Navarre, but I thincke this treatie of peace will 
come to nothinge ; the one syde is growen in suche courage as it 
will not proffer anie resonable condicons, the other syde is so well 
acquainted with the Frenche pnmiises as it doubtetbe to accept any 
oondicion at all. Thus I leave to trouble your Lordship, comittinge 
you to the {ovteccion of the Allmigbtie. From Toures &c. 

Postescripfe, 

I have barde that your Lordship hat^ bad an ill opinion of Aiedelye 
Donnet now servinge vnder me in the place of a secretarie. And 
therefore^ althougbe I have no occasion to trowble your Lordship vrith 
anie sewte in his behalf, yet I would be glad yf my recomendacions 
would any thinge to your liOrdship's good opinion of him, bang no 
doubte worthey of your Lordship's fauor, and for my part must saye 
of him by good proofe, that be is honest, diligent and ikythfiiU, 

To MB Edwabdb Dtbb, 

My good M' Dyer: Yt is not that I ame foi^ttfiiU of you that the 
booke which you desyer hath not ben sent vnto you long before this 
tyme, but the olde edicion waa clearly spent, and their was hope 
that the new edicion would be enryched with some new additions ; 
having wryten to this bearer remayninge then at Farris to have sent 
one of this new sorte vnto you longe before this tyme, who canne 
best informe you what hath ben the cause that you haue him no 
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soner. Tf you had occasion to employe me in greater matters you 
should fynde my good will readie to performe the dewtie of a loTinge 
countreyman and verie good freind. I thanke you moete hartelie for 
your advertysments of the state of thinges in your parte, and would 
be glade to acqinte you with the occurrents of this countrie, hut they 
are not worthie of the writinge, where aU tiiinges goe againste the 
hears. DampTHle hathe made his peace with the Kinge, and is nowe 
readie to beare armesagainste the Protestants. Monsieur trusteth to 
be as happie before Yssorie as he hath ben before La Charitie. The 
K: of Navarre and the Prince of Condie keepe their townes, the D; 
of Mayne beinge the stronger in the feild, and after the recoyerie of 
Issorie no doubt some great exploite wilbe attempted by these two 
armies. Many great townes holde in Languedocq for the Protestants, 
and will not be easylie reduced to the Kinges obediraice, yf for no 
other cause than for the great hattred which they have conceiued 
against Danville. God only knoweth the end of these things. But 
in this meane tyme this Realme enduerith vnspeakeable miseries. 
And herein we se the suer and substantial! buUledinge of this 
kingdom, that after the calamities of so many years dothe not yeald 
to vtter TUJne. I leave to trouble you anie further, and with my 
most harty comendaciona comitt you to the men^AiU tuicion of 
the Allmightie. From Towres, the &c. 

To M« Hatton. 

I am not ignorante that the entercourse of wrighting is vsuall May 26, 
betwene good and knowne &indes, and is no lesse comfortable then 
necesarrie even amongest those that haue obtayned the highest 
degre of frindeshippe ; but allthoii^h I confesse gladly that I haue 
hadd good experience of your good affection towardes me, and haue 
ben ready to acknowledge it to the vttermost of my lyttle power, 
yet I haue not enteryd into any familiaritde of wrighting, and suerly 
of my naturall dispoaicion I am as slowe aa anie other to thrust my 
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self into [any] mannes 1)030016, or to presome further of the frind- 
shippe of my good freindea then were convenient. Tt may therfore 
seme straynge Tnto you what maye moue me to trouble you with my 
lettres at this present, which I coulde not with honestie refuse, being 
requested by one that hath serued my ffather and my ladye my 
mother in lawe manie years, and deuringe r or vi yeares in the 
rome of Stewarde of their house, and is now desierous to seme you, 
being perswaded by his freindes that my good worde towardes you 
may stande him in steade, whereof I would be as gladde aa anie 
&inde he hath, and would thinks my self much bounde Tnto you yf 
it would please you to accepte the better of him for my recomeuda- 
cions. He is honest, diligent, and discreet, and I am perswaded that 
you woulde not myslike his sendee. I leaue him to your good 
consida^acion. Touchinge the state of thingea here, Danuill is 
revolted &om the Protestants, and is ready to beare armes against 
them. 

[Monsieur] ys before Tsaoire in Auvergne, where he trusteth to 
haue no worse speede than before La Charity. What is done betwen 
the K: of Nauare and the D. of Montepensier is not yet knowne. 
Busay d'Amboyse keepeth Angiera and Le Ponte de Sey, and hath 
greate companies of footemen in the feilde, but it is not very certayne 
what part he taketh. And thus, beinge readie to do you anie 
pleasure or seruice that may lye in my litle power, I comitt you, good 
Mr. Hatton, to the tuicion of the AUmJghtie. From Towres, the &c. 

To M^ Wtlkes. 

I will reserue my great thankes mtyll I ahalbe so happie as to 
see you in Englande, and in the meane tyme shall praye you to 
accepte these hartie thankes by these fewe lynes, and to thinke me 
your debtor to doe anie thinge for you that beeometh a good frinde. 
Your aduertisments are not onlie pleasant but allso necessarie, and 
stand me in great stead. I would you could employe me in some 
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thinge wlierein I might do you the like pleasure. I knowe it to be 
needelesse to trouble you with the occurrente of these partes because 
my aduertisments to her Ma"* cannott be Tuknowue vnto you. Damp- 
ville ys reroltyd. Monsieur ys before Yssoire in Auuergne ; the Duke 
of Mayne in the parts about Eochell with x or xii shippes ; what 
Montpensier doth in his treatie with the King of Navarre I doe not 
yet know, and I know as lyttle what will become of Bussy d'Am- 
boyse^ who keepeth Angiers and Le Pont de Sey with great forces. 
I leaue to trouble you anie farther, and wishing vnto you as to my 
self I comitt you to the protection of the Allmightie. Tiom Towres, 
the&c. 

To 8b George Speakb. 
Good S'' George, AUthoughe I am derided &om you by so manie 
seas and landes, yet I cannot forgett to thinke often of my countrey 
and my good countrey men, in which nomber I aocounte of you as 
one of the best assuered, and would be no nygard of my lettres yf 
I did not thinke that they would losse their welcome in their longe 
carryage. I am glad att my harte, when I heare that you and 
your neyghbours do well, that you liue nearely and frindlye together, 
and that all thinges passe quietly amongst you. God longe preserue 
you in peace and quietnes, if it be his good pleasure, and deliuer 
you and your contrey from the myseries and calamities of this 
poore realme, which are such and so great as a cristian enymie 
shalbe movid to haue pittie of them ; and many do thinke the same 
haue not growne of anie one cause more then of the particular 
quarrells of some great personages, which often tymes haue their 
begening of nothing, and for nothinge, being neclected as thinges of 
nothingOi growe afterwardes to be somwhatt and many tymes 
ireconcyliahle. Tou woulde thinke that the oppressions which this 
B«alme hath enduirde within these fower monethes were inoughe 
to destroye a mightie kingdome. One armye in Foictou and 
Guyenn, the other before La Charity, the third in the bordei^ for 
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doubte of the Reistres, BosBjr d'Amboxse in Aniou with great com- 
panieB. I speake nothinge of those of the Keligion, who are forcyd 
by neceasy tie to eomitt Bpoyles daylye ; le hon homme is eaten to the 
bone, and is manye tymes beaten, hurt, and kylled beoause he will not 
geue that which he hath not. Allthoughe La Chaiyt^ be yelded to 
Monsieur by composition, yet the armie is not dissolved, which is 
now employed in Auuergne at the seige of Yssorie vnder the con- 
duct of Monsieur, who hopeth to finde them no lesse conformable 
then those of La Charyt^. Danuyll is reconsyled to the Kinge, and 
promiseth to do great thinges e^inst the Protestants. This is the 
vnconstaacye of this tyme and of this nation. A new armie is now 
in preparing in I^nguedocq, where no doubt Dampuille shall find a 
bloudy victorye yf for no other cause then for the hatred which the 
Protestants haue conceyued against him, who are yet of great 
strength there and are not easely shaken. They holde Hontpellier, 
Aignesmortes, Nysmes, Costres, Ozais, and Montauban, which are 
townes of great importunitie. I doe not heare that their is anie 
thinge done in Guyenne by the D. of Mayne muche worthie of the 
wrightinge. Bussy d'Amboyse coatentith him self with Angiers and 
Le Font de Sey, and goeth no further, but I thinke there is some 
secrett mistery in this matter. Thus you see how the derill ra^th 
amongst [us] with fyer and sworde, because we will not suffer Qod 
to raigne oner ts. 

Allthoughe I dwell fe,rr from Parris, or rather no where, 
wandering from place to place, yet I am not Tnacquainted with 
your Sonnes doings in Parris, and cannott comend him inoughe 
vnto you aswell for his dilligence in study as for his honest and 
quiett behaTiour, and I dare assure you that you maye be bolde 
to trust him aswell for the order of his expences as for his gouer- 
ment otherwise. Parris is a place that will trye the disposition of 
yong men, bo as for this erperience which I haue had of your aonue 
and of your servant Poole I may be bold to saye thus much Tnto 
you, that the one is able to goveme him self, and the other sufficient 
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in honestie and discretion to goTerue anie mannea sonne that I 
knove in the West parts of England. Surely I epeake playnelj 
vnto you as I thinke. And thus with mj most harty comendacions 
mto you and my good Lady, with the lyke Tnto you hoth from my 
wife, I coraitt you, good S' G«orge, to the mercyfull tuicion of the 
Almightie. From Towrea. 



To S^ FaAUNCis Knolls. 

Tt maye please your Honor to hold me exceused that I did not 
write vnto you by my last messenger, hareinge taken fissike att that 
tyme, by occasion whereof I was forced to leave many of my honor- 
able M^idds Tnrememhered. And like as I am gladde to heare 
firom your H: aud of your good health, and especiaJl by your owne 
lettres, so I ame no lesse deaiorous to acknowledge my dewty and 
thankefallues towardes you not only by my lettres hut by all such 
other lyttle as Ck>d hath given me. Dampuille hath played the 
Frencheman, and is reroltyd from the Protestants, proferinge his best 
sendee sgainste them, and to this purpose an armie is prepared in 
lAnguedocq, where Montpeliier, Nymes, Aigemortos, Ozais, Castres 
and Montauban holde for those of the Eeligion, and are resolute to 
abyd all extremytiea, yf for no other cause yet for the hatred which 
they haue conceiued against Dampuille : he hath liued there longe 
tyme with great honor, and some thinke that he will departe thence 
with as great dishonor. Monsieur is nowe before Tssorie in Auueigne, 
where he tmstith to finde them as tractable as those of La Charity. 
The Kinge and lus followers are in great oorrage, and in dede they 
haue no other cause, when they goe where they list and ahnost doe 
what they list without resistaunce. Bussy d'Amboyse remaineth 
■still in Anion, where he taryethe a good how' to doe some bad pointe 
of seruice yf I he not deceiued. The B: of Mayne contyneweth in 
the parts aboute Bochell, and the yong Lansacq keepeth the seas 
bef(n« Eochell with certaine shippes. Thus you see the poore state 
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of the Protestants in these parts, and how they are driven into 
narrow rome : God deliuer them hy his mightie and miraculous 
power I for the power of man will not hdpe them, because Qod will 
not haue it so, eyther to shew his j usty ce towardes them or ts for our 
oontempte of his word and Gospell, or els to shewe his might in 
mercy and now to helpe us when our strength &yleth. His hollie and 
blessed will he fulfilled I And thus resting att your comandement, 
I comitt your Honour to the &c. 



To THE Eaillb of Habtfobd. 

My rerie good L: I must crare pardon of your Lordship that I 
haue not troubled you soner with my lettres, wherein I will Tse 
no shift of ezceuse vpon hope that your Lordship conceiueth so well 
of me, as you will rather impute this &ulte to anie other thinge 
than to want« of goodwill, which shalbe allwayes readye to my little 
power to doe you seruice in greater matters. I did foi^tt the pro- 
mise I made vnto your L: and did not thinke that you had followed 
the courte, Tntill I was put in rememberaunce by my serrante 
Rowe. All things continue here after the olde fashion. Trouble 
and dissention ye our portion. We cannot acquainte our selues with 
the [rule] of Davide to seke after peace and to pursue it, and in dede 
we are not worthie of so good a bliesinge. The renderinge of La 
Gharyt^ hath put ts in goode courage. And now we thinke that 
other townes will followe this gental example, and with this hope 
Monsieur is nowe before Tssoire in Auye^ne. DampuiUe is re- 
con(^lled to the King, and is nowe ready to beare armes againste 
the Protestants. He sayeth their jealousies and suspicions haue 
forcyd him thus to doe, but it maye seame that they did not mis- 
truste him ynoughe. The D. of Mayne hath his armie in Guyenn, 
where he bath done no great thinge. Bussy d'Amboyse hath his 
little fmnie in Anion, but whom be serueth Crod knoweth. Thus 
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yonr L: seyeth how the poore Protestants are beeett on euery syde, 
and in dede it may seme that the world hath forsaken them : but 
it is now that GJod will shewe his mightie power, when we cann no 
longer glory in our owne strength. France hath had good and com- 
fortable proofs of the mercyes of God in greater extremities then 
this cometh vnto, and he ia yet whare he was, neyther is his arme 
Aortened. 

My servant Bowe hath a sewte vnto your Lordship in the behalfe 
of his ffiither, vnto whome yf yt shall please you to shewe favor the 
father for my sake, I shall thinke my self much bounden vnto your 
L: and shalbe ready to acknowledge yt with any pleasure or service 
that maye lye in my little power. I must confesse that your L; hath 
bounde me sufficiently already by your frarmer curteises to be wholy 
att your eomaundement, and so you shalbe assuryd to f^nde to my 
litle power. And vppon Hiis promis I leaue to trouble your L: any 
farther, comitting you to the mercyfull tuicion of the All mightie. 
Prom Towrs, &c. 



To M^ Dale. 

Good M' Dale, You must holde me excuesed althoughe I did not 
wryte vnto you by Knevett, att which tyme I was eonstrayned to 
take phisike, by occasion whereof I left many of my good frendes 
vnremembered. You must at one woorde impute it rather to aoie 
thinge then to wante of good will, when I doe not write vnto you. 
We are no changelings in this contrey ; we fight and trouble in euery 
comer, and cannott abyde to heare of peace. One armie in Guyne, 
an other in Auvei^e, and the third now in preparing for Languedocq, 
Bussy being not aUtogether vnworthie to be accompted in this nomber, 
who hathe 4000 souldiers att his eomaundement. I cannott tell what 
this Bussy will prove to be att the last, but in this meane tyme all 
his neyghboura wery of him. Our enymies abroad neede not com 
hether to hurt vs. We haue armies ynoughe in our owne contr^ to 
d2 
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destroy our eelTes by our selTes. Monsieur ifl departed towards 
Yssorye, and dothe trust to haue a speady and easey victory. 
Dampeuille is reooncUled to the Kinge> and is joyned with Joyeuse, 
Thus you see what wee are when we trust to our owne pollecyes, 
and do not depend vppon the direction of the AUmightie. 
Dampoille promyseth to doe great things in Languedocq, and no 
doubt hath greate meanes to perform it. He knoweth the Fn> 
testante, their councellsj their meanes, their forces, their hope att 
home and abroad. He knowetii them mtu9 et m cute. He knoweth 
them too well for their profitt. I heare of no great things done 
by the Duke of Mayne in Guyenne. The yonge Lansacq kepeth 
the seas before ILoohell. The poore Hugonites are assayled of 
euery side, and yet God is where he was j to whose good [tuition] 
I comitt, &c. Prom Towers, the &c. 

To M* Tbbuatne. 

Grood Mr. Tremayne, Your lettres of the first of Aprill, written so 
farre £rom me in the end of the worlde, and from so good a freinde, 
were no lesse welcome vnto me then they deserved ; and I trust 
neuer to be so &rre out of charitie but that my greatest enymie that 
shall deserue worste of me shalbe greatefttll vnto me yf he bringe 
the newes of your well doinge. God blesse you in your quietnes I 
which he will doe the rather yf you make your profitt of God's 
bliasinge, and receaue your contrey['s] lybertie with thankefiillnes 
as a manifest token of his singler favor and mercy towardes [you]. 

No man is more gladde to heare of Mr, Grenfildes well doinge 
then I, and that he passeth his sheiryfwike with such worshippe 
and creditt, where in as in all his other actions I wishe vnto him , as 
to my owne self. 

You looke to heare of aomwhat of the state of things heare, 
which are so ylfavored aa I take no pleasure in writting of them. 
You haue harde of the reuderinge of La Carit^ to Monseur by como 
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position, and now he is departed firom the Courte the zxj^ of this 
presente towardes Issorie in Auuei^e, where he tmsteth to find 
lyke entertainment. Dampuille is reconsilled to the Kinge, and 
promiseth to doe great things against the Protestants; his power 
and creditt js great in Languedooq, he is acquainted with all the 
secretts of the Protestants ; no doubt he wilbe a daungerous enemy. 
And yet the Protestants are very stronge in lAnguedocq, where they 
holdMonpellier, Nysmes, Ozais, Agemortes, Gastres, and Montauban, 
townes of great strength and importunitie, and are said to be so 
incensed againste Dampuille, as they will not &yle to leaue a blody 
victory to their enymies. The D. of Mayne remayneUi with his armie 
in the parts aboute Bochell, where Ue hathe don no great thinge 
that I can leame. The youg Lansaoq kepith the seas before 
Bochell with tenn or twelfe shippes. Thus you se we haue our 
armies by sea and land, and yet we are content to treat of peace, 
and to this purpose the D. of Moutepenider is now with the Kinge 
of Nauer, but I haue no great hope that we shalbe so happy this 
yeare. We buylde uppon our owne polecyes; wo take not oui 
counsell of the Allmightie ; we seeke not after God, and therefore 
he tumeth his fece firom vs. God only knoweth what wilbe the 
end of these thingea, and his will be fulIfiUed ; and graunt, if it be 
his good pleasure, that these new and notable examples may jet att 
the last awake Englande, that lyeth lulled in the oreadell of 
dangerous semices. I fear our vlsitacion to be to nere. God graunt 
it be in his mercy 1 Farewell, my good &inde, and comend me 
most hartely to your seUe and your good wyfe. And so I comiti 
you both to the mercyfull tuicion of the, &c. 

To MB Beaib. 

Good M' Beale, Tou Emd manie others must hold me excuesed 
althoughe you harde notthing firom me by the last messenger ; at 
which tyme I had taken phisicke, so as I was not in state to wryte 
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many lettres. God graunto you yn England to take the oounsell of 
the Alhnigh^ in all your actions and proceedings, and namely in 
matters of religion ; so shall you walke rightly, so shall your doingi^ 
be well directed, when the good spiritt of our good God dothe direct 
them. The recomendacions of Nicasius by a freiad of small 
accompt were sufficient mto me, being of my self so well affected 
towards him ; hut a word &om so good a &ind as M' Beale will force 
me to streach all my meanes to add somwhat to my owne disposi- 
tion for your sake. I eannott hope for any good successe of our 
flatteries and Spannysh intertainments, fearing least the hearie 
hand of God will fall rppon the Lowe Countryes for our great abuse 
of his worde and GospeU. Yt may not seme strainge to you that 
DampuiUe a Frenchman of bloud and birth is reconcyld to the K: 
and ys now ready to beare armes against the Protestants. I eannott 
tell what to thinke of Bussy d'Amboyse, whose doings vnder the 
colour of foUshe rashnes carye with them so depe and daungerous 
treoherie, if I be not deceaued. Honsuire is departed towards Issorie, 
where the D. of NeuCTs attendeth his coming. I omytt other par- 
ticularities because I know you shalbe made acquainted with all my 
aduertisements. And thus, resting towards you after the old fashion, 
I comitt you, good M^ Beale, to the tuicion of the Allmightie. From 
Towers, &o. 



To M" Bbonckae. 

S', Your lettres of the Tiij* of Aprill cam to my handes the v* of 
May, which I had not feyled to have awnswered by my last mes- 
senger if I had not ben constrayned at that tyme to take phidcke, 
by occasion where of I left manic of my best frindes Tnremembered. 
I am right gladde to vnderstand by your lettres that you are so well 
reooueryd of your late sicknes, and do praye you to thinke that as 
in your health so in all other feUcities I wisbe as well vnto you as 
anie Mode you haue lyvinge. I thinke my self much bounde to ths 
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Earl of Omumde for his good rememberaunce of me, and am easeLy 
perswaded to thinke that he dothe not hate me, for the longe ex- 
perience which I haue had of his good fsiuor tovu^s me. You shall 
doe me pleasure to retome my most humhle oomendaoions vnto his 
Lordship, and to assure him of the readines of my aermoe where yt 
shall please him to imploye me. Our matters here goe rerie hardlie 
for those of the Beligiou, Ta Charity rendred by composicion as you 
haue harde, and nowe Tssorie beseeged by Mounsieur. Dampville is 
reconcyled to the E., and nowe there is nothinge to he looked for at 
his handes bnt all extremitie, as well therhy to recover his credite 
with the K: as because he will looke for no better intertainement att 
the handes of those of the Religion. The D. of Mayne remayneth in 
Guyenne, where he hath recouered som small townes of no great 
importaunce. Thus yon see the Protestants are of the losing syde, 
and I praye Gk>d this losse be not lamented of their neyghbours 
when it shalbe to late. And now I leaue you to your firindes and 
myne of the court, beseohing God to blesse you all and graunte ts 
well to meete again at hia good pleasure. From Towers. 

To S* Jhon Cltpton. 

My good brother, Althoughe I knowe not where you are or what 
oontrey doth holde you, yet I doubt not but that my lettres shall 
walke so long from contrey to contrey, that att the laste you shall 
fynde. Our lettres talke of contery matters, of the good health of 
our contrey £reindes, how the world goeth in Somerset and Wilte- 
ahire, and of such lyke stuffe ; and therefore they carry no daunger, 
they care not who see them, they passe throughe all countmes, and 
the only thinge that is to be feared in them is that they come 
slowlye, and yet fiswt enoughe amongst good fiindes. Our frinde- 
shippe is ould, and hath no great need of these great intertayne- 
ments, and yet nothing is so stronge that must not be mayntayned 
in tyme convenient. This intercourse of lettres is not only pleasaunt 
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but allso necessary, which shall aot he omitted as opportanitie shall 
serue. I receaued letires once from you sythence my cominge 
hether, which I awnswered long syth^ioe, and do not doubt but that 
my aunswere ya com to your hands. I desyer much to heare from 
you how you profitt in the French tong, because my body is weake 
and may not long indeure the trobels of this contrey, so as I shalbe 
driven to call vppon you after one yere more, and indeed aa this 
world goeth my supplie cannott come too soone. There is no rest 
in this contry, dayly remouing, and now att the last I feare we shall 
into Guyenne, where the soldier hath left nothing that is worth the 
takeing. You shalbe happie, you shall fynde the cuntrey in good 
peace, the courte att Parris, and there shall passe your two or three 
yerea in great quietnes. You thinke I speake in sporte. Well, I 
must now tell you that we are no changelinga in this contrey ; we 
fygbt and brawle after the owld fasshion, and haue lyred so longe 
in this hell that I thinke we know no other heauen. La Charyt^ is 
yelded to Monseir, and now he besegeth Yssorie yn Auuergne, where 
he looketh for lyke speed. Pamptulle is revolted and hath made hia 
peace with the Kinge, and now will beare armes againste the Frotes 
tants. This is a godly &yth of these Paputes ; God deliuer me from 
them and me to. {»ic) The I>. of Mayne hath his armie in Guyenne, 
where he hath done no great things that I can leame. We hare an 
other aimie in Anion which is comandyd by Bussy d'Amboyse; 
but what this ffeHow will doe I cannot tell you. Thus you see how 
we are occupied in this contrey, and by our doings you maye knowe 
whose men we are. God graunt ts bis grace and make ts his seruants 1 
Yt is tyme to toiune another leafe yf we haue anie care eyther of 
our quietnes in this world or of our sowles in the other world. 

I vnderstand by lettres from Mr. Walsingham that ye have vsed 
him frindly, and that he thinketh him self much beholdinge vnto 
you, wherein [I] accompte you happie that you have done pleasure 
to that honorable gentleman, and my selfe no lesse happie that my 
[friend] hath done itt> and doe take it as done to my self. I knowe 
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he ifl not mtiiank^lill, and where his thankes haue pas^d my 
thankes aie nedlease and thrare is no place for them, but I would 
haue you to knowe that Mr. WaUsingham is bo deere vnto me aa I 
would for his sake add somwhatt to my good opinion of you yf I 
could. 

And now &rewell, my good brother, and lett me heare &om you. 
My comendacions to my good syster maye not be foi^tten, with 
the like vnto you both £rom my wife. And thus I comitt you to 
the mertyfull tuicion of the Allmighty. From Tours. 

To M^ Sbcebtaex Wauiinghau. 

Tt may please your Honor to be aduertised that sithence the 
wryteiog of my last lettres sent by Mr. Wade, my seruante mentioned 
in the same to have ben sent into Bretaine is retomede ; who, as he 
pas^d thoroughe Mayne, feU. into the hands of Matignon and Bam- 
boillet at the lyttell towne callid Sably, whare after long and straight 
examinacion he was sent to the castell, and there strypped twyse to liiB 
Ediirte, and the colour (collar F) of his shirte and all his other garments 
aeardied with all eztremitie. Tt was found that he had no lettres, in- 
structions, or anie other thinge in wrighting, and [it] semyd straunge 
Tuto them that pretending to be sent into Jersaye he had no lettres 
from me to my Leiuetenants, which he excuesed with some reason 
alarming that he refrised to cary lettres, doubting least they might 
give occasion of bis staye in his jomey, as had happned not long 
sythenoe to one of my servants passing towardes Jersay thoroughe 
Normandy, where he was oomitted to ward, his packet of lettres sent 
to Matignon, and was not deliuered againemto >ii'Tn -vntyU after xr"" 
dayes, so as it is likely that the same was sent to the Court. I thinke 
tiiey were sorye for their owne trouble and expence, the lettres 
importing no other thinge then my privie busines with my brothers 
and some others of that isle. After two dayes my seruante stayed 
as is before said att Sably was discharged, and a gentleman was sent 
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after him to see his doings and what waye he toolce in his jomey, 
whoe dyd not forsake him vntyU he was past the towne of Yittiy, 
douhting of likelihoode least his enande should be to some of those 
parts. My servant tooke his waye dirediy to S' Malo, where he spent 
three dayes, and duringe his abodde tihere ladyd some faordell of 
canvas as he had ben wont to doe att other tymea, being one that 
profeasyth merchandise, and his presence being now knowne to 
many of the offlcers and others of the towne, which he desiered for 
his better discharge towards Mant^on because he maketh manie 
voy^^es into Normandy, he fayned to haue moe occasions of busynes 
to retome vnto me for some paiments which he had to make for me. 
He considered that yf he shoulde be taken in anie place out of the 
highe waye hetwen Bloyes (from whens he cam) and S' Malo he 
should be in perill of his lyfe, and therefore durst not to go forward 
in his jomey ; and in dede he was nowe ferre out of his ready waye, 
and therefore addressed him. self to Mons' de Martynes, whom he 
knewe to be my very good frinde ; and, acquainting him w*" bis yll 
happe, prayed him to do me the pleasure to send some man of 
purpose to knowe the certenty of these preparacions, and to advertise 
me thereof with all dUligence by some faythfiiU messenger. This gent, 
hath vndertakrai to doe it with effect, and I loke howerly to heare 
fifom him, and sendethe me worde by my said servant that of truth 
Xa Boche prepareth certayne shippes and as he is informed dothe 
make one or two newe shippes which are not yet ready. I am also 
advertised by my said servaunt from a marchant of good credit in 
S* Malo that Eytz-moris, heinge not yet retomed from the Pope, hath 
advertysed his wyfe that the Pope hath promised great aasystance in 
shippinge and other wayes, and namlie in eight galleys, and will write 
to the French K: to give lyke fortheraunce. I am given to vnder- 
atand from the Courte Uiat La Boche ys an insolent fellow, that a 
kingdome is too lyttle for him, that he dependeth alltogether vppon 
the Guyse, and that he is a lyke man to attempt any desperat 
voyage. Although I am not hable at this presente to informe your 
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Honour of the COTtaine nomber of ehippes which are preparing, or of 
the certayne tyme when they wilbe in full readines to take the seas, 
yet considering yt is most certayne that some shippes are now riged 
and some new buUdiag, and eomparinge the great chai^ of these 
preparacions with the slender qualitie of La Boche, whoe is said to 
be of small abyllitie and vtterly vnhable to beare this heavie burthen, 
and Being that he doth not joyne with Lansacq, which he woulde 
haue done before this tyme yf his interprise had ben intended for 
the K.*s seruice, and therefore concluding in my simple opinion that 
th^re is some treacherous meaning against Ireland, I thought it 
agreable with my dewty to aduertise so much as is aUready com to 
my knowledg, trusting to be informyd verie shortely of all other 
particularities by my French messenger ; and because I will not be 
deceauyd by French promises I have dyspadied one of my owne 
seruants directly to the place. Tt may please your Honour to re- 
member that I willed Nycasius to report by mouth (which is thought 
more fitt then to comitt the same to wryting) that La Koche preparyd 
xij or xiiij shippes, and thoughe he pretendeth to go to La Florida yet 
that his enterpryse was thought to be intended eyther for Kochell 
or for Ireland. Sythence that tyme I have sent my Jersay man of 
purpose to explore the certantie of these things, although his voyage 
hath not prosperid as you haue harde, and yet it hath not ben 
altogether vnprofittable, and nowe of late I haue dispached anoth^ 
of my seruants, so as I trust your Honour dothe see I haue done my 
best indeavor. 

la Motte Fenelon arryued at the court from the King of Navarre 
and the D. of Monpensier the first of thes presente, and was dis- 
pached againe towards them the t*'' of the same accompanied with 
Villeroy. This sodayne dispach, compared with many other circom- 
stances, dothe seme to inferre that the K: could be content to come 
to some reasonable composition; and some thinke that this long 
treaty will come to nothing, and the rather because the oomis- 
sioners for K: are devided among them selues, La Motte Fenelon and 
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de Foix beinge inclyned to peace, but the Bishoppe of Vienne, Mons' 
I>> Escers, and the President of Tholouse sekeing daylie newe deuyses 
to breake it. Tt is thought that the house of Guyse hathe corruptted 
the Bishoppe of Vienne. 

The K: of Nauarre is said to be waxed stubbome et gu'il parle 
plm haut qu'il ne souloit, and that he requiereth, besides the cont^its 
of the last edict, villeafrontieres etporte$ de mer, for his secueritie, 
and that vntill it sbalbe satysfied in these points he will not deale 
of any other. 

The K: ys aduertised out of Gennaoie that Duke Cazimir maketh 
secret preparacions Tuder hand with full reaolucion to come into 
France in Ai^ust, and that this next midsomer he will declare him 
self openly. 

They did not loke that at this tyme La Yerdon should haue be- 
seged La Ville Franche a towne in Perigort, not fkrr from Bergeracq, 
and that they finde it more strainge that he hath wonne it. Tt is said 
that all the soldiers are put to the svorde, and a great part of the 
inhabitants. The Viconnt of Turrayne is stronge in Perigortt, 
LymosiOj and Quercy, where he is well obeyd and his companie well 
ordyred. 

Those of Rochell haue sett out some shippes, and haue fought 
with the yonge Lansacq, who is said to be hnrte, many of his 
souldyers slayne, and his whole navye forcyd to retyer to Blaye. 

Yt hath ben giren out here with grate gladnes that one man 
could not satisfie him self with bread in Bochell one daye for xij 
souls Toumois, and that they were brought to great extremitie 
manie wayes, but it is reoayued for truth that they are well provided 
of all things necessarie, and that they want nothing so much as haye 
for their horses. 

Mons' D'AJaigre brother to Millo that was murderyd in Parris, 
Beuty, and the leiftenant of Mons' S* Luc, with some others, are 
slayne before Tssorie, where some saye that the battery began the 
third of this presente, but [it] is not beleued. Chauignacq comandeth 
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in Tssorie. Montmorio, premier Bscuyer to Q. mother, is aUso slayne. 
The D. of Mayne's armie was hestowed in seuerall townea diatant 
from S* Jhon d'Angeley fewer or fyue leages, attending a newe 
supplie of mimycions of all sortes, horse for the great ordenaunce, 
and other necessaries, which are sent vnto them daylie ; hut yt is 
nowe sayde at the court that this armie ys assembled againe, but to 
what intent I doe not yet knows, yt is supposed i^ainst Brouage. 

The K.'s galleys att Nantes are apointed to be readye the xii*^ of 
this presente. 

Queues mother's house of Oheuonceau hath ben callyd la maiaon 
de homtee notwellea, and there vppon newe devises haue ben mouyd, 
but is feared least this goodly tyttle will haue no long continewance, 
and in deed the court is much trohled of latte, where they are forcyd 
to make newe resolucions. Dampville oannot devise a redi^ waye to 
force the townes which holde for the Religion in languedocq to come 
to composicion then to spoyle thelre provicion of come and other 
like comodities, which he is sayd to haue put in practyse aUredie, 
savinge of those thinges for his owne use all that he can. 

The secretarie of Mons' Malvaisier hath informed the K: that her 
Sfa*^ gave audience to Haucourt, la Personne, and others goinge 
towards the Frince of Cond6, late in the night, and that to that 
purpose she removyd iu the evenning from the Court to Lecester 
house; and that these gentlemen, and others their aesosiatts, had 
in comission from Cazimer to aduise the K: of Nauerr and the 
Prince of Cond6 to condyscend to no peace, and that they should 
assuredly haue fa-uor out of G}ennayne. This Secretary vsyd great 
diligence in this journey, and the Court was much trohled with his 



I am not much ioclyned to graunt pasports to Scotishe men in 
this douhtfull tymet but haveing receauyd no comandement to the 
contrarye, and being earnestly requestyd, I haue grantyd this 
pasport enclosyd, which I haue done the more willingly because 
they are not yet ready to departe ; so as I doubt not but that my 
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lettres will come to your hiands long tyme before their aryvall. I 
am aduertiaed that Moulynes js corrupted, and that he goeth ouer 
for some badd practise. And althoughe he pretend to make this 
Toyage to lyue in lyberty of conscience, one of hia fiuniliers hath 
said to a third that this Moulins hath refused this joniye three 
tymes, and then he goeth comandyd and not of h^ owne &ee will ; 
he is sayd to haue c^rounes for this jomey, and that his 

errand toucheth the Q. of Scootes in honor and lyfe. He hath dayly 
conferance with Mons' MorviUiere, who of lykelyhoode would 
aunswere him with fewer wordes if he sought nothing but his 
pasport ; he is accompanied with direra archers of the E: garde and 
amonge others with Drysdale, whoe is latly retomed out of hia 
contrey, and finally a freind of hia hath sought to provide for him 
some sufficient man in the French tonge and hath promised good 
intertaynment. This Drysdall hath sayde of latte to my Scecretary 
that the K: of Scotts inquiereth dailie for his mother, where she is 
prisoner, and why he cann nott see hir. And this Drisdall said 
further that he fyndeth it very strange that all French men haue 
accesse to the Scottishe Q:, and that the same is forbyden to all 
Scotts, and thinketh great mkindnes in your Honor, because you 
denyed him a lycens to passe ouer twooe English geldings, which he 
sayth he passed afterwards without your helpe for sise shillings. 
Capt" Moulynes is maryed to a French woman, and hath good 
lyvings in Fraunce, and leareth his wyfe and children behinde him. 
I leaue these men to your better consideracion. 

Yt may please your Honor to consider of this copie inclosed. 

The Cardinall of Guyse hath great creditt with the K: att this 
presente. 

Tt is resolued once againe that the K: wilbe in this towne the 
li"" of this presente, and from thenee he taketh his jomey to Poictere, 
to which purpose divers companies of men att armes are aUready 
arryred heare, and in the villages adioyninge. 

The Buke of Toskane hath a young sonne of latt, which is much 
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reioyaed of his frinds here. And thus I comitt your Honor to the 
mercifull tuicion of the AUmightie. From Towers, the x*^ of June 
1577. 

To M* Seceetaet Wailsinqham. 

I thanke your Honor most humbly for your good and Mndly 
rememhraimoe of me towehing the wardshippe of the yonge M™ 
Boieswell, wherin you shewe your good affection towardes me, 
and indede it should be rery hard for you aa longe as you liue to 
doe me a better toume, and yet the lettres which I haTe recayued 
of freah date out of the West parts put me in good hope that the 
boye is yet livyeng. I thanke your Honor once againe, and I would 
I could do more then thanke you. I comaundyd my seruante 
Bowe yf William Rowswell be decessyed to follow your aduise in 
his sewte to my L: Trer. I would it would please your Honour to 
send me some Cipher for the Prince of Oringe, P: of Gond^, Don 
Jhon, Cazimer, D. of Guyse, Dampuille, Vicont de Tourayne, and La 
Uotte, the gentleman of Bretaine mentioned in my other lettres, 
yet not Tuknowne to Monsuire Villiers. I have written to no other 
councellors att this tyme but my lord Tresorer, Tnderstonding that 
my lord of Lecester is now in the Northe parts. And thus I comytt 
your Honor, &c. 

To HT L: Tbesobbb. 

My very good Lord, I haue receaued your Lordship's comfortable 
mess^e of your singuler £&Tor and especiall goodnes towardes [me] 
towehing the wardshippe of the daughter of William Bauswell, 
wherin 1 aeknowledg my selfe more bound vnto your Lordship then 
my seruise and poore good will cann any waye deserue. And lyke 
as the matter ys no doubt of good benefitt, and for my part must 
confesse that I neuer receayued the lyke, so suerly the assuerance of 
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your LoTdship's frindshippe and &Tor towardeB me appearing so 
playnly in this good tome, and in your fatherly care of me in this 
tyme of my absence, ys more confortable and more greatfull vnto me 
then the Talewe or profltt of this warde. Yt maye please your Lordship 
to haue this opinion of me, that no gentleman in England shall honor, 
loue and serue you more willingly op more fiaythfully then Amyas 
Pawlett, and so I trust your Lordship doth acoompt of me, desiering 
nothing mote then some good occasion to shew my thankefullnes. 
I referre your Lordship for the oocurrantes of these partes to this 
coppie inclosed of my lettres addressed to M' Secretary; and 
thus resting att your Lordship's comandement, I comitt you to the 
tuidon of th' Allmightye, who allwayes preserue your good Lordship.' 
Towers. 



To MB Bbaie. 

Good M' Beale, I have recayued your frindley lettres, wherin you 
shews your sincere affection towards, me, and could not haue 
deliuerd a better testimony of your vnfayued fiTndshippe. I lovyd 
you BO well before as I cannott loue you better, which I would doe 
if I coxJd, and not without your deserte. I praye you take occasiou 
to see my lettres wryghten here with all to M' Secretary, by the 
which you shall see some parte of our doings here, and I trust to 
your satisfactioa in some things. I leaue to troble you with manie 
words, and with most harty comendacions comitt you to the tuicion 
of the AUmighly. From Towres, the ix* of [June.] 

To THE QCBNBS MIa.'^^ 

Tt may please your Ma"* to be aduertised that the xiii* of this 
presente after none theire arryred a messenger att the court from 
Tssorye, whose message was Tery vnpleasant to the K: aswell for 
the repulse given to Mons' in the assault of that towne given the 
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ix*" of the said moneth, as for those that were there slayne in great 
nomher, heing certainly reported that Bussy brother to Bussy d'Am- 
boyse, Chasteau Badeauls, La Motte, de Yitery, Laigny, Beliers, 
with manye other captains and gentlemen are dead in the breach, 
and Tumon, le Jeune Teual, le Jeune Mangero, le filz du sieur 
Monstreul, le Jeune Quysche, Chauallon, and great nomber of others 
hurt and woundyd. The next daye, being ihe xiiij^ of this presente, 
there arryued another corryer to aduertise the takeing of Yssory. 
The K: before ix of the clocke the same daye sent for the Abbott 
Gradania, whoe had ben alredy with the Ambassador for the Pope, 
and from me went to all the others Amb"} to inform vs of the good 
successe of Monaieur in this interprise. Towching the manner of 
these doings yt is said that those of Tssorye left ihe breach open 
Tnto the enymye, retyering them selres into their defences of 
euery syd, where they were assuryd to haue the assayllants open 
Ynto them assone as thaye appeared vnto them in the breach, 
and then to put them to a &esh assaulte of their new trenches- 
After the repulse geven the ix"* of this presente as ys aforesayd, the 
ennymie fortyfied the breach, and their they dwelled together as 
bad neyghbours by the space of twoe dayes, dunng which tyme 
those of the King's parte grewe to be stronge as well in the breach 
as in other places adioyninge to the towne, that they of Tssory 
thought good to treat of peace, and neglecting their breaches vppon 
boldnes of this conference, those of the King's parte enterid the 
towne, where they revenged the death of their fellowes alaine in 
the first assault, which were supposed in the whole to be lytle lesse 
then five hundered, of which nomber fyfty or more bare the 
coimtenance of gentlemen. 

There hath ben great coning vsyd to cloke these doinges, and 
althoughe they have done their best to dissemble it, yet the lamen- 
tacion of the ladies at the court could not be hidden. Your Ha*" 
would marvell to se the oontraryetie betwen the secrett whisperinges 
of good {sic) and the open reporte of couuceUors and other great 
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personages. The King, oontrarye to his former resolucion, d^arted 
Tety sodenly from the towne the xTij*'' of this presente, and ys 
gone to a house belonging to the Gardinall of Onyse called 
Burgines, from whence he taketh his jomey towards Poictiers, 
the Ambassadors being allready wamyd to make their repair 
thether. 

Great preparadons are made by sea and lande for some great 
thinge to be done att Bochell or about Boohell; and to this 
purpose, besydes troupes of horsemen, munitionB of aH sorts, 
horses for carryage, and other l;ke provisions passyd this waye 
towardes the B. of Mayne, yt is certaynely affirmed the galleys 
att Naats were in full readynes to departe the of this pre- 

sent, and it is said that the I): of Mayne hath now alredy beseged 
Brouage. 

Manie here of good iudgment are perswadyd that the suerty and 
saity of the Protestants dependeth altogether of the coming or not 
coming of the Beistres, and that the E: is incensyd with such fiuye 
against the trewe relygion as he will neuer condescend to anie reason- 
able condicions of peace mtill he shalbe constrayned by the sworde, 
whidi canot be expected of the French sworde, the odds being of the 
King's syde without comparison. Monsieur and the D. of Mayne 
haue not ben ydle with their armes, increasing daylie vppon the 
enemy to the great incoragement of their partye ; and Danuille, 
Bellegarde and Maudelot whoe is now said to be ioyned with them 
haue in Languedocq reducyd manle seuerall townes of late to the 
King's obedience, so as the strength of the Protestants yn that pro* 
■uince semyth to depend of tj or vij townes, which are in deed of 
good importaunce, and yet the harrest is said to be spoiled about these 
townes, and especyally about Nysmes and Montpellier. I do not 
doubt but that it maye be pos^ble for the K: of Navarre and his 
a8sosiatts,although they shall not be succored this yere by anie forrayne 
nation, to defend themselues and many good townes against the rage 
of the enymie be he neuer so stronge vntyll another y&ce ; but this 
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delays ys accompanied with so manie dangers as the event thereof 
sraneth very doubtfull. The daylie incrochiog of the enemy is in it self 
perillous. The winning of one lyttle towne doth often cause the yeld- 
ing of two or three greater townes. The heads of the Protestants are 
yonge, and I cannott tell yf they will endure with pacience this long 
imprisonm^it. Dedering of lybertye hath great force with yong men, 
and maketh them o^n to forgett both honor and conscience. Manie 
other circomstaiices may seme worthy to be consydered, and espeti- 
allie that if this tract of tyme may be anie waye profittable vnto the 
Protestants which are nowe the weaker, how much may it be more 
profittable vnto the Papists which are now the stronger, who maketh 
his profitt of the presente tyme and will provide to be the lyke for 
the tyme to come. I haue hurd saye that the defence ys as just 
where an offence is expectid, as where the offence is giuen allready, 
so as the defence doe not proceed of needlesse feare or malioeous 
couetuousoess. And if this rule be trewe, yt shalbe meete for 
Christian Princes to consider in tyme yf they be not already dryven 
to thys necessytie as eyther must offer violence in season or suffer 
violence out of season. If reli^on were not a swome quarell, whoe 
can looke that when the Protestants here shalbe vnderfoote, that 
these their army wilbe ydle att home ? Tf att othfir tymes yt hath 
hen receiued for a maxime that Praunce must alwayes haue some 
wane in hande, how much more now when they haue ben un- 
settled as they cannott abyde to lyue in peace P God graunt the 
end of these things to redounde to the glorye of God, to the honor of 
your Ma**, and of all other trew Christian princes, and to the 
comfort of the poore afflycted Church of Christ ! 

The Oompt of Gtenevois, sonne to the D. of Nemours by the sister 
of Houhan, was knowne to haue often accesse to a house dystant 
from Bochell twoe leagues or theareabouta ; and now of latte the eap- 
tayne of Toune la Charente, beiz^ aduertised by spyall corrupttedfbr 
that purpose that the said Compt was repaiered theither, envyroned 
f2 
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the house hj nyght aad th^ tooke In'Tn prisoner, accompanied 
with tiie yonge Bryoguemault and one other yonge gentleman. 
A post -was dispaehed emedyattly to the K: whoa sent a messenger 
with lyke to the Duchesse of Nemours, and vppon the reaolucion yt 
is nowe given out that the said Compte is murthered, and yet this 
reports ys deliuered in such sorte as some thinke it to be done 
rather to fele howe the world will take itt thrai that it is so indeed, 
because many doe thinke it rolykely that the D: of Nemoures should 
be drawen to condescend to the murther of hir owne sonne. But the 
better sorte do beleue he is dead allready. 

The D. of Mayne is before Brouage, where it is saide he hath 
recoueryd a windmyll and a well of watter which are of some im- 
portance, and they hope att the courte to heare greater things from 
him very shortely. 

I was comandyd by lettrea £rom M' Walsingham to signifle your 
Majesty's pleasure to the French King towching Fytzmorrys and 
La Boche, and haueing receyred these lettres the xi^ of this 
presente and the Einge repayering hether the zii"*, and resoluinge 
to remayn here x or xii dayea, uppon hope to heare of my serrante 
whom I had sent of purpose three weekes past to leame the certanty 
of these doings, the xvj^ being aduertised that the Kinge would 
departe the next daye I desyred audience, as the Ambassador of 
Florence dyd the lyke, and were both refiissed. I thinke in deede 
the K: thought that we had no other busines with [him] thai to 
congratulate the takeing of Yssorye, which all other ambassadors 
had done already. The xvij*^ I causyd the H^ing to be movyd herein 
againe before his coming out of his chamber, and prayed audyence 
either before his departure, or att Bourgneil whether he then 
removid, or in his waye towardes Bourgueil. I was prayed &om 
the E: to be content, that he was then vppon his remoue, his jomey 
was Yucertayne, his aboade in euery place rerie shorte, and that 
he would not &yle to be att Poictiers within x: dayes, where he had 
allready taken order for the lodgings of the Ambassadors, desyering 
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me to forbeare him tyll his coming thether. Because my servBute 
sent into Bretaine thre weeks paJit was not retomyd, and therefore 
[I] was not Bxire of the certayne state of things there, doubting least 
the K: Buspecting the oocasions of my often askeing of audyence 
Tppon som yntelligence receauyd from his Ambassador in England, 
had resoluyd to delaye me with intent to effectuate this enterprise, 
and then to excuse it the more cleanely because he was not aduer- 
tised of your Majesty's pleasure, I sent my Secretary with speede 
to Bourgueil, and because I doubted that the Abbott of Guadania, 
who nowe supplyed the place of Mons' Gkmdy during his absence, 
deallyd coldly in lAaa matter, I addressyd my servant to Mons^ 
Pynart one of the Secretaries to the K: whom yudeed I fynde very 
fryndly towardes me, by whom I informyd the K: that my negocya- 
tion was of good importance, and such as concemyd as well your 
Ma*** as him selfe, and therefore desyered speedy audience, offering 
my attendaunce where and when he should appointe. Mons' Pynart 
made the matter easye att the first motion, and assuryd my seirant 
that the K: would not refuse me, but after three or fower bowers he 
deliu^red for answere, that the K: seing my earnest desyer to have 
audience repentyd that he had not granted it when he was yet att 
Towres, but being now enteryd into his jomey, it was not possible 
that I might haue accesse Tuto him vntyll his comyng to PoictercB, 
which should be very shortely, prayeing me with manle ceremonies 
to forbear him. I was not satisfied with this answere, and therefore 
Tnderstanding that the E: would not remoue from Bom^eil distant 
from Towers xii leagues vntyll the zx^ of this presente, and that he 
would not be att Poictiers vntill the xxvi* and perchance not so 
sone, fearing least this long tract of t^^e might hinder your 
Majesty's sendee, I dyspached my servant againe in post vn&. newe 
request for audiraice either att Bourguiel or att auie other place to 
be appointed by his Majesty, and then receiuyd answere from him by 
Mons' Pynart that he was resoluyd to haue departyd firom Bou^uiel 
the next daye att vi of the cloke in the momynge, but if I could be 
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with him by vij of the clocke he woulde be gladd to giue me 
audi^ice, and that my dymier should be prepared, and that one 
should attend me att [ihe] townes end to directe me to the place where 
I shoulde discend. I dyslodgid from Toures in the evening, and 
was at Boui^el the next morning by vj of the clocke, where Fregose 
an Italian was sent by the K: to entraitayne me vntyll I should be 
caUyd to his presens. About is. of the clocke I was requiered to 
repayer to the Court, where Mons' Lansaoq receauyd me, and after 
he had spent half an hower with me I was callyd to the K: presence, 
whom I fotmde accompanied with Q. Mother. Tt maye seme 
worthey the obseminge that in all my negotiacions with the K: I 
fynd him assysted with his mother. I had desyered audyence of her 
as a thing that she loketb for, and do fynde that she lyketh well 
that your Ma*''* ministers should addresse them especially vnto her in 
your Majesty's affayera. Following the contents of M' Walsingham's 
lettres of ttie vj* of this presente, I signified vnto the K: and Queue 
Mother that your Hi^mes was credyblye aduertised that James 
Fytzmorris had obtayned of his Ma*'' a promise of men, shippea and 
municions to make some disoent in Ireland, and that La Roche 
makefli preparacions in Bretaygne with pretence to go to La Floryde 
but indeed with fidl meaning to joyne with the said f^tzmoma 
to this iuterpiise, and therefore your Ma*^ had comandyd me to 
signifie vnto him that in case the things should falle out to be trewe, 
your Highnes should haue iust cause to find your self greeued, as 
with a matter tending manifestly to the breach of t&e good amitie 
winch hath continved so long tyme betwen the two CTOwnes. But 
your Ma*^ reposed your self more vppon the protestacions made by 
his Ambassador resident in England of his great good will and 
sincere affection towards you thrai vppon the falce reports of a 
rebell and a traytour, who perchance hath giuen out this speach 
rather because he would haae it so to be, then because it is so 
indeed, and that therefore your Highnes thought it more agreable 
with your honor to suspend your iudgment of these reports then 
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ouer hastelf to giue oredytt to the same. Neuertheleaa you thought 
it agreable with the good intellygenoe that is betwene you to ac- 
quainte him with such reports aa are come to your knowledge, and 
did not doubt to reoeiue auoh awnswere &om him as shoulde be 
worthie of the good amitie betwene your Ma**' and him. The K: 
awnawered he waa farr &om thinkeing any such matter, and much 
more from makeing any such promiae to Fytzmorryes, and that he 
desyered nothing more then to nouryah and increase the good amitie 
between your Ma*^ and him, fynding it reiy strange that anie such 
reporte should be made Tnto you. As for La Eoche (sayeth the Q: 
mother,) I comAndid him, when he moryd me fyrat of his voyage at 
Bloys, to haue nothing to doe with England, Spaine, or Portugal!, and 
would not otherwise giue eare vnto hia motion. I replyed that this 
awnswer would be very acceptable mto your Ma*", and no lease 
agreable to your expectaoion, as might appeare by the measage 
which I had d^uerod, whoe dyd assure your aelf of his ainceritie 
towards you and therefore would not gioe haatie creditt to those 
leaude reports, Fitzmorris is gone home (sayth the King,) and I 
knows not where he is. Yt is sayde (quoth I,) that he is gone to the 
Pope to seeke heLpe &om him for this int^rise, Tppon assuerance 
of your promise towards him. The K: awnsweryd timt [if] he were 
gone to the Pope, as he did not knowe yt, ao he could not leet it, 
and some of your Majeaty's subiects had perchance accesse to the 
Pope witiiout your knowledg; but he afiyrmed with othes and 
execraciona that he neuer made any such promise Tnto him, and 
would not &yle to deale clarimetU (that was his tearme) with your 
Ma*^ in all things if you will rse the lyke towards him, and there 
was no other meane to maynetayne the good amitie which was 
betwen them then to deale roundly and sincerely the one with the 
olber. But (sayth he,) I am credibly informed that the Q: pre- 
tendeth to haue banished some of bir aubiects, and that these 
bannished men make preparaciona for their repaier to Bochell. I 
told him I founde it very strange that anie such report ahould be 
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made vnto his Ma*", and that hareing hard lately out of England 
I could not perceaue either hy my lettres or by anie messenger 
that anie weare banished or any such preparacions made. This was 
one of the practises (sayth Q: mother,) of Leues the xi"" when 
he irould doe his neighbour an yll tome, and malce him self a 
stranger to the matter ; and to be playne with you, Mons' I'Embas- 
sadeuT, (sayeth she,) I haue ben informyd that you haue sent your 
serrants to the K: of Nararre and Prince of Cond6 and hare prac- 
tised with them I know not what. Madame, (quod I,) now you deale 
playnely in deed, and I thanke you most humbly for it ; and if I haue 
done as you haue sayde, I must confesse I haue done it without the 
eomaundement of the Q. my misteris, whoe will not fayle to correct 
me for it ; and now lett me defend my self so well as I cann. Yt is 
not vnlmowne Tnto manie what seruants I brought ou^ with me> 
and what servants I have kept sythenoe my coming into this 
realme, and if anie one belonging vnto me haue made anie Toyage 
either to the K: of Navarre or Prince of Cond6 I was to awnswere 
for it to my vttermost perill. But if [I] shalbe found to be innocent 
here in, then her Ma*"' should doe well to giue lesse creditt another 
tyme to the reporter. She put me in rememberaunce of the Spanish 
Ambassador whoe would tell me that he had harde, that I had said 
this and that to others and that I wold saye nothing vnto him, and 
that he would complayne to your Ma*^ that I would not deale more 
roundly with him, where as indeed he would not haue beleued me yf 
I had sayd it vnto him my self; and when I asked him who had 
giuen him this informaeion, No, (saide he,) Q: Mother hath taught 
not to reveale them ; (whoe hath challenged me with manie things, 
but I could never leame of her who was my accuser, and so I thinke 
this chalange towards me to be rather a practise then to proceed 
of anie good meaning.) But to retome againe to the quarreU. Q. 
Mother sayd that if those messengers were not my servants they 
might be other EngKshe men and sent by me, which was as much 
in effect as if they weare my owne servants, and she knewe very 
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well they had avowed to be belonging vnto me. I aunswered that 
neyther senumt neyther any other English man what soeuer had anie 
sach Toiage in hand to my knowledge or by my procuerment, and 
desyrid muche to be better satisfied in this matter. Well I (saythe 
she,) I will informe my self better, and then you shall know more. 
The E: sayd nothing to this ohaleng, but concluded that he trusteth 
shortely to be assaeryd by me that these reports are made by such 
as would haue yt so, and not intended indeed by your Ma"" ; and 
tiiat if your HbP' will deall roundly and sincerly you shall receiue 
the lyke from him, and yf not he will giue such measure as is mea- 
anryd vnto him. Then I thanked his Ma*" that it pleased him to 
acquaint me with his good new^ of the takeing [ofj Yssorye, and 
told him I would not fayle to aduertise your Ma*^ thereof, whom I 
know to be so well affectyd towards bim, as you could not but re- 
ceiue great contentment of anie prosperitie that myght happen vnto 
him. But if it would please his Ma"* to make a good peace, and 
that by meanes thereof he were obeyed generally of all his subiects, 
and that this cdvill warre weare clearly ceassyd, he should then 
giue your Highnes great occasion to congratulate so singuler a 
blissing, as a thing most honorable and most profitable that 
euer happenyd vnto hym. I tolde him that the townee that 
were destroyed were his townes, the men that were kylled and 
consumyd in great nombers were his subiects, the mouy that 
was spent of both sydes was his treasure, so as even then when 
he thought to winne somwhat, he founde nothing but extreme 
l<fflse and displeasure. I besought God to giue him grace so to con- 
sider hereof as might be to the glorie of the Allmightie, and to 
his owne honour and quietnes. The K: answered that he doubted 
not but that your Ma"' would be glade to heare of his good suooesse 
in all his proceedings, and that he desyered nothing more then to be 
obeyed of hia subiects, being ready to receaue them with all faror yf 
they will accnowledg him for their E: and Souera^. He said 
that your Ma*** supported his rebelles in England, that they were 
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comforted by you manie wayes. He glatmayd att the 50000 crownes, 
but in couert termes. He wished yourHighnes to consider that 
you had Subiects, and that you did not knowe what inconvenience 
might happen vnto you in yoiir owne Bealme, and therefore should 
deale with others as you would othws should deale with you if you 
were in theire case. I replyed that I knewe very well your Ma"* 
ment nothing but sincerytie towardes him, and would perseuer in 
that disposition yf you were not provoked by his vnfiyndly dealing 
towardes you, desyering him againe to consyder effectually of him. 
He aflyrmed as before that your Ma*" should receaiue no displeasure 
by his will or proouerment, and coneludyd that he trustyd to bane 
peace with his subiects verie shortely, haueing imployed the D. of 
Montepensier and others to that purple, firom whome he had 
recaiued answere of late that they had grate hope of some good con- 
clusion, and that the K: of Kauarre had sent him worde that he 
desyered much to see him. I sayed I knewe well that these newes 
would be very acceptable to your Ma* ; and tiius I was dismissed 
from the K: and Q: mother, after that I had thanked Q: mother for 
the good intertaynement which she had given my wife on Sondaye 
last, as indeed bothe shee and the Frenche King's wife did vse her 
with great favor and fJEuniliaritie, and amongst their other talke 
made many protestacions of theire sincere affection towards your 
Ma*^. Mens' Lansacq stayed with the K: and after some conferance 
had with him, as I take it, resortyd agayne vnto me, where I was 
walking in the garding with Fregose, and there we spent the tyme 
vntyll the King had harde masse. He enteryd into many discorses, 
and amongste other things tould me of the especyall loue and 
singular affection of Q; mother towards your Ma**", aflyrming that he 
thought assueredly that after hir owne children she lovyd you best 
of anie Prince or Princes in this worlde. Yt fell out in talke betwen 
Mons' Lansacq and me that he declaryd vnto me that he had 
receiued lettres from ha, Boche the daye next before, and the con- 
tents of the lettres were cleane contrary to my imaginacion. I told 
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him I was Tery glad to heare that La Roche was yet within the 
King's dominiona, and that now if he did heare after att^npte anie 
thinge to the preiudice of your Ma"* the K: was voyde of all excuse 
towards you, because being informed of his badd meaning he had 
good meane to brydle him att his pleasure. Mons' Lansacq an- 
swered that if your Ma*" dealt roimdly and sincerely with the K: 
you might be assuered there should be no thing done by La E>oche or 
any others from hens that should offend you. But if you did other- 
wise he would promise nothinge. After masse was ended I was 
carryed by Mons' Lansacq to a table where dyned the Cardynall of 
Gnyse, Mons' lansacq, Monsier Veligneir and his brother, Eregose, 
and Uie genfl^nen of my trayne. The dynner was very sumptuous, 
and three messes were provided, thinking that all the yong gentlemen 
of my trayne would haue dyned there> but I admitted only those of 
the better sorte. After dynner endyd the Cardynall of Guyse asked 
me for the Q. of Scotts, sayeing that he hard saye that she was gone 
to the waters of Buckstone. I awnsweryd that I hard she was 
appointed to make some prograce, but whether I could not tell. He 
sayde he could not forbeare to wishe well vnto you for the affynitie 
betwene them. I told hinn that she should do the better if he would 
giue hOT good councUe, whoe for bis old yeares and longe experience 
knewe better what was fytt for her then her self. He sayeth that 
he hath always adnised her to seeke the &vor of your Ma*^, and that 
her awTiswers bath ben a^reable thearonto. I told him her doings 
had ben so manifest in tymea past as no man might excuse them, I 
wished her to be wiser heareafter. Thus I haue trebled your Ma"' 
with manie tryffeles, and yet I thinke it agreable with my dewty to 
aduertise you of all the particularyties of my proceedings att the 
courte. I trust your Ma"' will hold me excused aUthoughe my mes- 
senger be not yet retomyd out of Bretayne, whoe bath ben now 
three weeks in the voy^;e, had a good guelding, and mony in his 
purse, and was a fytt man for the purpose, wherin I thinke Mr. Wal- 
singham will wittnes with me. Men may purpose, but God doth dis- 
o2 
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pose of these things att his pleasure. Yt maye please your Ma* to 
be aduertised that whereas I had a choyse left me touching the 
spech which I should use &om you Tnto the Ki the same standing 
upon these termes that if by such as I had sent into Bretayne yt 
did appeare Tuto me vppon good grounde that the K: had anie 
intencion to assyst Fitsemorris with his forces in th'invasion of the 
realme of Ireland, I should then vse the rounder spech ; because I 
had hard nothing of my messenger I thought best for my discharge 
to take the other course, allthoughe I would have ben verie glade to 
haue usyd a harder phrase yf so I might hare done with my dewly 
to your Ma*^. Yt is sayd that the French &ction yn Oenes hath sent 
lately to the K.: for sucoor> and the matter here is put oner £rom the 
K: to Q: mother, and firom Q: mother to Monsieur. And thus I 
comitt your most excellent Ma*** to the men^&ll tuicion of the 
Albnightie. From Towrs, the 22 of June 1577. 

Your Majesty's most obedient and 
faythfuU Subiect. 

Yt is said that Q: mother goeth to the K: of Nauarre. Aduer- 
tisements is given daylie of the oomynge of the S^istres, and is 
said here that th^ attend onlye their mony coming out of England. 

Monsieur ys thought to be yet at Yssorye, and here of grewe many 
opinions, whereof some are so strange as I dare not reoyte them, 
but there ys something behind which dothe not yet appere. 

Where motion is in my lettres that the K: my^yketh with the 
support of his rebels in England, no doubte he dyd intende yt of 
those that passyd that waye of late towards Bochell, but I thought 
good to passe it oner with silence. England is mudi fearyd by sea 
and by land. It is easy to see that : 46 : wilbe verie tractable if it 
be well handled. 

Yt is sayd that the Kinge of Nauarre hath written earnestly to 
the K: in the favor of the yong D. of Nemoures, and is thought they 
will not be in hast to putt him to death, but he remayneth styll 



d by Google 



BIB. AUIAS F0UI<ET*8 LETTEB8. 45 

in the hands of his enymyes. Tf Tssory had not trouhled the 
raymie, some tiiinke that Eochell had hen beseiged before this 
tyme. 



To UT L: Tbesoeee. 

Yt maye please your g^d Lordship to geue me leaue to referre 
you aswell for my late negotiacions with the E: as for other the 
occurrants of these partes to my lettres addressed here with all to hlr 
Ma***, not doubting but that the same friJbe imparted Tnto your 
Lordship. I have ben credibly informed of late that William Bous- 
well ys in great hope of recouery> and yet I tlumke your Lordship 
most humbly ones againe for your &indly or rather fatherly frind- 
sMppe towards me towching the wardeshipp of [his] sister, which 
I will not f&yle to acknowledg towards yonr Lordship with all seruice 
that maye lye within my lytle power durynge my lyfe. as knoweth 
the Allmightie, who allwayes preserue your good Lordship. From 
Tours, &c. 



To HT L. OF Sussex. 

My very good L: I thanke your Lordship most humbly for your 
courteous lettres, and doe receaue them as a pledge of your good 
&Tor towards me, the contiuneauoe wherof as I desi^ greatly, so it 
maye please your Lordship to accompt of me as of one that is wholye 
att your oomandement. I have troublyd her Ma*** with a long dis- 
course of my negotiacions with the French K: and of the other occur- 
rents of these partes, and doe not doubt but that ih.e same wylbe 
imparted to your Lordship. QooA. my Lord, be carefull of God's 
church, and lett it not want yonr good helpe in this extremitie. 

I am not acquainted with the doings of England att home or 
abroade, but this is most certayne that France neuer feared hir Ma*^ 
more then att this presente. God graimte she make her profitt of it 
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aswell for her presente quietneB as for the [more] suerty here after. 
And thus I comitt youi good Lordship to the mercyfiill tuicion of 
the Alhnightye. Tours, the 22 of June 1677. 

To M^ Secbetakt Wai.8inghau. 

Tt maye please your Honor to receiue inclosyd herein the copie of 
my lettres to her Ma"*, and now I must craue your fryndely fayor 
towards me yf herElghnes shall thinke that I haue ben more impor- 
tunate with the French K: then was conTenient, wherein, I respected 
first and especially the aduancement of her Ma"" servyce, and then 
the blame which might be imputed vnto me if my negligence should 
giue matter of excuse to the !French K: in his rnfrindly Bccions 
f^ainst her Highnes yf anie such were intended by him. 

My lettres to her Ma*** make mention only of v* slayne att the 
assault of Tssorie, but many here doe beleve that the nomber is 
double. The towne is consumed to ashes, of dispyte (no doubt) for 
the great slaughter that was there comitted. 

Allthough I have receauyd no comendacions from your Honour to 
Madam de Caillacq, yet I haue presumed to doe them, firom whom I 
haue recaieued these lettres inclosyd for ane S' Jerome Bowes. 

I fynd it very strange that Jhon Tupper is not yet retomyd, 
wherein suerly I have done my vttermost indevour, and therefore 
shall pray you to defend me yf the contrarie shalbe conceiued of 
me. I feare least he be staled, and that the Q: mother's chaleng 
proceedith hereof. 

M' Jacomo hath ben aduertised by a good freind out of England, 
and hath acquainted me with his lettres that the matter of his 
pencion ys clerely dashed, which hath troubled him very much, and 
hath wrought great passions in him ; he hath sayd that he seeyth 
his oontrymen preferred here for shorte and slender service, and he 
hathe servld now vii yearea and can gett no stay of lyvinge, that fae 
bath nothing butt words iu steed of payment, that he must lyue and 
care howe to lyue, and much more lyke matter which I was sorye 
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and afErayde to here. The belly hatha no eares as the French nuua 
eayeth, and necessitie hath no lawe. He maye not depart &om me 
for many causes of great importaunce vntyll the peace shalbe con- 
cluded, and therefore I Tsyd all good meanes to satysfie him. He 
condudyd "with me that he referryd him self wholie to my will, and 
that yf it weare not for the especyall good will he beareth vnto me 
and for the great favor which he fyndeth att my hands, he would 
retome to my Lord of Leycester and desier leaue to provide for him 
self. Yt may please your Honour to consider of him, and suerly in 
reason and pollecye he must be satisfied. Besides his intertayne- 
ment here, I woulde be glad to giue him xx' by the yere to be paide 
vnto him in England duringe my aboad here, and would wishe that 
my Lord of Leycester would giue him other xx' by the yere, and 
that it did appere vnto him that the whole came from my Lord of 
Leycester, vntyU the lyke may be procuered from the Q: Tou make 
more accompt in England of a pension of xl' by the yeare then the 
matter is worth. I comend myself and my seruice here to your 
good iavor &c. 



To S* Jeboic Bowes. 

Qood S' Jerom, This messenger departil^ so sodenly as I am con- 
strayned to leaue all my fryndes vnsaluted, & yet I could not for- 
beare to accompanie these letfares from Madam Caillacq with these 
fewe lynes from my self. I cannot expresse vnto you how much I 
and my wyfe are beholdii^ to this gentlewoman, and do thinke she 
loueth vs the bettCT because she knoweth we loue you. I praye you 
maynetayne your creditt with her that my credytt may increase 
vnder your banner. Beleue that I loue you, and so will doe for euer, 
and this is enowghe betwen you and me. Tf I should begin to wryte 
of newes there would be no end, and my hast att this tyme will not 
permitt many words. God keepe you in health, and grante vs well to 
meet agame att his good pleasure I From Tours, &c. 
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To M^ Secbetabt Walsinghau. 

Tt maye please your Honor to give me leaue to refer you for the 
state of things here to the reporte of this hearer, whose declaracion by 
mouth shalhe more effectual! then if the same were sett downe in 
wryting. The Reistres are expectyd and fearyd, and towards their 
levy haue receauyd already from her Ma"" 60000 angelb as the King 
ys informed. Camylls fero was dispached &om the court in post 
towards the firontiers the xx* of this present. 

The Ambassador for the Pope hath ben sent for of purpose by a 
curryer to come to the Courte, and is departed from hens this morn- 
ing. I praye Ood it be not for conferance touching iE^rtzmorris. 

It shall appere vnto your Honor that this bearrer hath vsyd great 
dilligence, most humbly praying you to retome hym againe Tnto 
me assone as you may, because I may ill spare him. 

Yt is now evident that Q: Mother's challendge towching my 
messenger yraa grounded only uppon sum suspicions, who had ben 
of lykelyhoode aduertised that I had sent some abrooad but she could 
not tell whether, as iadeede no other man lyring is acquainted with 
the voyages of my messengers then the messengers themsel&. 

The newes of Eeutres are verie whotte, whoe are said to he 20000 
horsemen. Yt is said the K: retoumythe to Chenonceau. Som 
saye that Lansacq's shippes haue ben beaten of late. Yf the Iteistres 
may not be avoyded yt may be fearid least these great preparations 
by sea will not be ydle. And thus I &c. Tours. 



To M* Ntcholas Wadham. 

My good brother, I doe not doubt but that my lettres wilhe all- 
waies weUcome vnto you, and soerly it ia not for want of good will 
that you doe not recaiue them, more often, but I doe not thinke you 
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to be enTyous of our French newes, and this contrey yeldeth no 
other matter. You must beleaue that I wilbe allwaies ready and 
willing to doe in all things the offices of a good firinde to'mirds you, 
and you shall not be decaiued. The constant hope which I haue 
conoered of our meting againe is strongs inoughe in me not only to 
norryshe our former fidndshippe, but allso to increase it if it weare 
possyble. One yeare is aUready spent aythenoe my departure from 
you ; and yet one yere more, and thrai I will h^inne to harken for a 
successor. Our meeting wilbe with the greater joye because we haue 
hen thus long deryded, and our long absence wilbe recompensed 
with our long continewuice togethers hereafter ; which Qtod graunte if 
it he his good pleasure 1 I repose my trust espetiallie in you for the 
leasing of my Parke of Marshwood, and am not ignorant that this 
matter wilbe troblesome and paynfull Tuto you. But I am per- 
swadid that your travells for Amyas Pawlett will not be grevous vnto 
you. And lyke as I knowe you will deale for me asntell herein as in 
all other things as for your self, so I praye you to thinke that I will 
allow of all your doings as if I bad done them my self. I pray you 
oomend me most hartely to my good &.ther Wadham, and tell him I 
trust to be BO happie to se him againe in Meryfilde. My lyke comen- 
dacions maye not he forgotten to my good sist» your wyfe, with as 
mauie thanks as I cann giue vnto you & her both for your frindly 
care of the yong M" Rouswell. I haue no great hope to be hable 
aslonge as I lyue to doe you the lyke pleasure, but you may be sure 
to Tse me to the Tttermost of my lyttel power. My syster must looke 
to heare manie strange stories &om my wife if God giue her leaue to 
see England againe, and in this meane tyme she desyereth to he most 
hartely comended to her father, brother, and aster at Merifeild. And 
thus I oomitt you, my good brother, to the mercyfull tuicion of the 
AUmightie. From Tours, &c. 
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To M^ Secoetabt Walsdhqoam.. 

Yt maye please your Honour to reoeaue inclosyd herein the copye 
of a lettre vryten not long aythena by tiie French Ambafisador in 
England to a gentleman of this Court, thinkeing the same to be the 
more worthy of consideracion because it is addressed to one that hath 
good creditt with the King, and it is trewe that the King aocompanied 
only with Hons' Chyu^my went seeretLy &om Bloys to see him in 
his owne howse distant &om Blois tenne leagues, wh^re he laye syke 
att that tyme. T^iia copie is very HI written, and therefore; to aroyd 
your labor and lease of tyme in the reading, I hare made ah other 
copye which I allso send here with all, and yet there are some words 
which passe my conning. I remembw tiiat when the French Ambas- 
sador's secretarye was h^e with ine he had some speach of a French 
captain whoe was prisoner in Englande, and founde it very strange 
that he could not be deliuered, and because it maye seme by this 
copie that their is some practise in hand towching this captain I 
have thought it agreable with my dewty to send the same mto you 
with all conyenient speede. Forasmuch as the Court was farr hence I 
would not staye Jhon Tupper vntyll I might provide him of a pas- 
porte, not doubting but that his acquaintance in this contrey will 
giue him firee passage allthoughe he have no pasporte att all, and yet 
to be the better assuered I haue thought good to send inclosed herein 
a note of such tbings as he leamyd in bis jomey. 

Tt is said that Monsieur is att the seige of Maruhes (if I do not 
mystaJce the name, a towne distant £rom Yssoire zrij leagues towards 
languedocq). 

Some saye that the towne of Nysmes doth treat of composicion 
with Damprille. 

The King came to Chasteleraulx the zxiiij"' of this presente, and 
is thought that he will remaine there xtiij dayes. Yt is affirmed by 
some that wexe present at the seige of Yssoire that the nomber of 
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gentlemen and men bearing charge hurt and slayne their, is greater 
then of those of Ijke quality hurt and slayne at the seige of Boohell. 
Petronzzi Abbott of ys arrynyd here lately firom th^ Duke 

of Florence to aduerty^e the hyrthe of their yong Prince ; and here 
with all is said to bring great prefers firom the said Duke in men and 
money towards the maintenance of this Ciuill warre, and some saye 
that the Pope besydes his 50000 crownes will allso send ayd of men 
to withstand the Beisters. And thus I leaue to trouble your Honor, 
comytting you to the mercyfhll protection of tiie AUmightie. 
Tours, the &c. 

To UT L: TB£8<»EB. 

Yt maye please your good Lordship to peruse this oopie inclosed, 
having sent the lyke by this hearer to Mr. Walsingfaam, referring 
the consideracion of the sEuue to your Lordship's better judgment. 
It may seme that their is some practise in hande touching the 
French captain, and therefore I thought yt agreable with my dewty 
to send this oopie with all conrenient speed, and the rather because 
the Secretary to the French Ambassador in his comunioacion with me 
at his late beinge here, &c. 

Yt is said that Mons* is at the seige of Uaeusee (yf I doe not 
mystake the name) a towne distant firom Yasoire xviij leagues or 
thereabouts towards Languedocq. 

Som sayeth that Nismes in Languedocq treatyth of composition 
with Dampuille. The King came to Chasteleraut the xxiiij'*' of 
this present, and is thought he will remayne their xiiij dayes. Yt 
is affirmed by some whoe were te»te» ooulcvrea that the nomber of 
gentlemen and men bearing chardge hurt and slayne at the seige of 
Yssorie is greatw then of those of lyke quaUtie hurt and slayne att 
the seige of Rochelle. Petronzy Abbott of ya arriued here 

firom the Duke of Florence to aduertise the birth of the yonge 
Prince, and here with all is said to bring great prefers firom the said 
Duke in men and mony towards the maintenance of this Ciuill 
h2 
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warre, and som say that the Pope besyds his 80000 croTPnes will allso 
send ayd to withetaiid the Bestres. I know no other thinge worthy 
of aduertisment at this presente. And thus &c. 



To M* Seceetart Wauiingha.h. 

Yt may please your Honour to he aduertised that Mon^, being .per- 
swadid that the bloudy and fieiy flame of Yssoire would moue their 
ne^hbours to submission, marched with his armie towaxds Mar< 
uyes, wher th'inhabitants being resoluid to obayde all extremities, 
Monsieur thought good to leaue them in peace, and nowe marchyth 
by easy journeys towards Perigueubc, hut to what intent is not yet 
knowne, his armie being so weakened with the losse before Yssoire 
and by the retyer of great nombers of gentlemen, some to the court, 
and some to their houses, as some tbinke he doth not intend to take 
anie newe enterprise in hand Tntill he hafb spoken with the King ; 
and some worthie of creditt haue assuryd me that Monsieur hath 
not at this presente 2000 men in his armye. 

The D. of Guyse cam bother in post from the campe the iiij"" of 
these presente, and is said he goeth very shortely into Champaigne 
accompanied with Chambei^ and others. 

The D. of Mayne hath done no great thinge before Broua^, and 
some thinke that he hath no hope of better speed there, the 
Cardynall of Guyse haueing said openly of late that the Englishe 
men anne by sea and intend to com to Eochell, and that he 
doubted of his nephewe the B. of Mayne, wishing that he w«% 
retyered from thence. Those of Bochell haue ben said to be stronger 
on the seas then the King, so as loosacq hath prayed ayde of shippes 
and mrai : but it is now said that he hath receaiued of latte great 
supplies of men and shippes, and those of Bochell are the weaker, 
and that their shippes are retyered to Siochell. Yf I^uisacq maye 
haue lib^ty to come with his shippes quietly to Brouage, it is 
doubttyd least that peace wilbe in daung^. 
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Mods' Stroasy was sent by the D. of Mayne with a suppUe of men 
to the yong Lansacq, and in his retome passing nere Kyon, La 
Ouysche desierd to re&eshe himself in a village of his owne inheri- 
taunoe, where the said Guysche and Caylus, twoe of the King's best 
belouyd, were taken in their bedds by those of Byon, so as the late 
takeing of the sonne of the D: of Nemoiurs ys thought to be suffi- 
ciently recompenoed. The yonge Carrougefi, and Condra<cq leif- 
tenant to La Guysche, are allso slayne by a lytle surprise. Paleseau 
Cap" of 50 men att armes, Apremont one of the Escuyig to Q. mother, 
and others, being logedwith their troupes fouer or fyue leagues &om 
8' Jean d'Angelye the thirde of this presente, those of the towne 
yssued out rppon them in the night, slowe their watche, entyred 
their vyUage, founde those companiee sleaping in their beds, and 
their killed the said Faleseau, Apremont, and all their followers, 
saTinge some feaw, which were taken prisoners, of which number 
were Montigny, Serylacq, and S* Colombo. The horaes of this comr 
panye are estemyd to be of great value. 

Mons' S* Alam, otherwise called Compt of Fawkenberg, cam hether 
Ambassador firom Don John the iiij"* of this presente in post, accom- 
panied only with t or vi gentlemen, of whose negotiacions I canne 
leame no certentie, the doings here being (no doubt) with such 
secrecye as raanie great councellors are lytle acquainted with their 
doings. But theire is an opinion conceauyd that this Ambassador 
oomith to informe the King that the Prince of Orenge be^eth to 
arme, that he is secretly supported by many of the Estats of that 
coutrey, that Ansterdam is in perill to be lost, that B. John shalbe 
constrayned to vse the helpe of forrayne forces, and therefore prayeth 
that the King will not be j ealous of his preparacions, that the Spaniards 
latelye departed maye haue &ee passage [through] the contreys of 
the French King to retome into the Lowe Contreyea yf need so re- 
quier, and if the Prince of Orenge or his confederates shall vppon 
anie surmise desier the King's ayde and &Tor that he wiU reiect all 
lebella to the King of Spayne his good brother and alye. The B. 
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of Guyse hath resorted to the Ambassador at two sondrye tymes in 
his lodging, and therefore I feare there be some worse matter in 
faande. This Ambassador hath had many audiences, and (as I here) 
Bometymes by the procuerment of the King. 

The treaty of Peace holdyth betwen the Tt^fag and the [King] of 
Nauarre, Villeroy being arryued here from the said King of Nauarre 
the iii)^ of this presente witii the Articles of his demands, and is now 
Tppon the pointe to be dispached againe Tnto him. The demaundee of 
the King of Nauarre are said to be to this effect : — That the exercyse 
of religion be admitted in all prouinces, gonenaents, townes, castles, 
bui^, villages, and other places thoroughout the realme, and in the 
houses of all gentlemen that will deeier yt, ' excepting only those 
townes in the which are Courts of Parliament, ArchbysshoppiykB, 
and bearing the tytle Byshopprykes. 

That him self he restored to tide full and peaceable possession of 
his gouermeut in Guynne, and that the towne of Angoulein be 
delivered vnto him for his place of residence. 

That the Prince of Oond^ be lyke wise restord to his gouerm^it 
in Pycardy, and that the towne of Peronne be deliuerede mto him 
for his residence. That the chambrea mypartiea be clearely released, 
and in steed thereof those of the Beligion to haue their recourse in 
causes of controuersy to [the] Great Gounsell. 

The King is incensyd to wmre many wayes, and espetially by the 
Pope's nuntio and Petronzzi ambassador from the D. of Florenoe, 
whoe are sayd to contribute very lyberally in men and mony. 

Yf anie great thing were done in Languedocq, the Km g would 
be the first that would reveale it to the Ambassadors. 

The emiUation is great whoe shall comaunde in this army 
against the Reistres, and perchannce some matter may follow of yt. 

I haue not yet sent your lettres, and haue no great hope to send 
than. 

The discourse inclosed wyll partely decipher vnto you the presente 
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state of the King of Nanarre and his followers, wherin no mention 
is made of Bochell* St Jean d'Axtgely, £ro\iage, Fontz, Byon, and 
some other things in those parts, neither of lAnguedocq. 

I haue redue(^d tibis discourse into so fewe wordes and short 
sentences, as I could not sett the same downe otherwys then in 
zipher, onleee I would discouer the matter, and Lhad rather he 
trohlesome vnto your Honor vrith a long zipher then to hazard hir 
Ua*" seruice, or to indaunger a good firind. You shall fynd that in 
this ziphOT I hare confounded moodes, tenses, persons and nombere, 
therby to take «b much helpe of my zipher as was possibele, but it 
shalbe easy for you to conoeaue the sense. 

To HT L: Tebsoeee (m before). 

The D: of Guyse sendyth his trayne before, and him self inteudeth 
to departe from hence in post the xt"" of this present, expecting the 
cominge hether of Mons' in this meantyme. And thus resting att 
your Lordship's comandment, I comitt you to the protection of the 
Allmightie, whoe allwaies preserue your good Lordshipp. Erom 
Poiecters, the x" of July 1577. 

To M* Sbcebtabib Walsznghah. 

I canne not tlianke your Honour inoughe for your lettres to M' 
Jacomo, wherin you haue comfortyd him, and done me singuler 
pleasure ; as t^me and occasion shall seme I trust you will haue me 
in rememberaunce. This bearrer inteudeth nothing lesse then to 
remayne here with me, whereof he hath not spoken one word, hauelr^ 
reeolnid to follow the B. of Guyse into Ghampaigne, as the twoe 
yonge Yeares, Denny, seruant to the Erie of Oxford, and Walter 
"Williame (whoe are nowe here) doe the lyke. This said bearer was 
resoluid to haue followed Damprille, and said no lesse to the gentle- 
men of my companie at his first aryuaU, and before he had spoketi 
with me, which prouith that he neuer ment to make his abode with 
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me. And thus bothe you and I are honestly discharged of this 
matter, thanks be to Giod. 

To THE Eabij: op Lyncolnb. 

My verie good Ijord, Yt maye please your Lordship to hold me 
excused that I haue not troubled you more often with my lettres, 
and rather to impute the same to anie other thinge then to vnthanke- 
foUnes, and indeed [I] would be ashamid to be found guyltie of this 
faulte towards your Lcvdship, being no lesse bound vnto you for many 
singuler frindshippes and favors, tiien readie to acknowledg my dewty 
towards you with aU the seruice that maye lye in me ; and trusting 
that your Lordship hath this opinion of me, I will forbeare to entw 
into any matter of excuse for the tyme past, and do not doubt to 
prouide so well for the tyme to come, as your Lordship shall haue no 
cause to condemne my sl&knes. Allthough our doings here be blody 
and violent of euery syde, yet we feare not to talke of peace, Mons' 
VUleroy being lately retomed from the King of Nauarre with the 
Articles of his demaundes, and is nowe vppon the polnte to be dia- 
pached towards him againe with the King's resolucion. The J), of 
Mayne is yet before Brouage, wh^e he hath done [no P] great harme, 
and no great hope reaceauyd here of anie better successe hereafter. 
Mons' marchyth in the borders of Auvergne l^ small jomeys, but 
with what resolucion I doe not certainly know. Manie braue cap" 
of the King's parte haue ben defeted of late, whereof some are slayne, 
as Paleseau, Apremont, Ija GhapelLe, Carrouges and others, and Oaylus, 
la Guysche, Montigny, Serylacq, 8" Colombe and others taken pri- 
soners. The D. of Guyseis come to the Court in post, and from hens 
repaiereth to Champaigne. I will trouble your Lordship no farther 
fttt this presente, but restinge att your comandment do comitt your 
good Lordship to the mercyfull tuicion of the Allmightie. Prom 
Poictiers, the x* of Julye 1577. 
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To THE Eble of Sussex. 



My Tery good Lord, This badd worlde and the had disposicion of 
the parts of the world will not pennitt me to writte vnto your Lord- 
ship of anie other matter then suche as nowe longe sythens you have 
bene accustomed to reoeaue from me, our actions h&e tending only 
to murdrar and all otiiier kind of bloudy violence. The D. of Guyse is 
retomyd &om the campe, and goethe shortely into Champaigne. 
Mon^ hath attempted no newe things of late, and some saye he 
Cometh shortely to the Court. Those of the King's partie haue ben 
defeated of late in diueres places, and manie of good calling slaine, 
other taken prisoners. Paleseau, Apremonti the yonge Oarrouges, La 
Ghapelle, and Condracq are of the nomber of the deade ; Caylus, Ia 
Guysche, Montigny, Serelacq, and 8" Oolomhe are said to be pri- 
souOTs. The D. of Mayne is yet before Brouage, and now lokethe for 
the yong Lansacq to come thetherwith his shippes, whoe is now said 
to be stronge on the seas. Mods' de ViUeroy is retomed of late from 
the King of Nauarre, and shalbe sent againe Tnto him very shortly. 
The King is incensed to this warre out of manie parts, whoe vnder 
the cloke of good amitie seeke nothing more then his rtter myne 
and distroction. I will trouble your Lordship no &rther at this tyme, 
oomitting your good Lordship to the mercyfull tuicion of the 
Allmightie, &c. 

To M^ Teeasoebe. 

Your Honor hath good cause to thinke Uiat either your last lettres 
founde a lewde messenger, or were sent to some vngreatfiill feUowe ; 
wherin I must excuse the bearer, and would allso excuse my self yf 
I did not thinke you were so well perswaded of my poore good will 
as your good opinion of me would suffice to excuse me without any 
forther process ; most humbly praying you to conceaue thus of me 
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that, aa I am and wilbe alwayes ready^ to acknowledg 1117 deuty 
towards you in greater matters vppou anie occasion occuring, so I 
wilbe no lease willing to trouble you with my lettres as often as I 
maye, fmd when I &yle to doe it it maye please your Honor to impute 
the same rather to any other thinge then to my slouiMullnes or 
TnthankAiUnefi. Our beginnings and proceedings herernto are such 
as I cannot see howe anye good conne insewe. All the miserable 
accidents of warre are daylie practised, burning, killing, and consuming 
of townes and oontr^. The armyes on land haue not ben ydle, 
and nowe the army on the seas growetb to be stronge. The D. of 
Mayne hath done no great thinge before Brouage, neither doe I here 
that Mods' hath attempted anye thing of late. The D. of Guyse is 
repaired to the court, and goeth shortly into Champagne. Foore 
Engleand is much slandered, being openly affirmed that her Ma**" 
giueth ayde of men and mony. The King hath lost manie of his 
captains of late ; of which nomber Faleseau, Apremont, Carronges, 
Ia Chapdle, and others are slayne ; Gaylus, Montignye, Serylacq, S" 
Colombe, and others are taken prisoners. Yt ia yet vncertayne what 
course the King will take, some saye to Fairis, som saye to Coignac. 
The tyme groweth to be quicke, and will yeld great store of matter, 
whereof you shalbe assueiyd to haue your parte. And thus I comitt 
your Honor to the tuic'on of the Almightie. Prom Foiectiers, tiie 
x'^of JuUel577. 



To M» Henaoe. 

Sir, Tou haue forbydden me by your lettres to Tse you with anie 
ceremonies, and therefore maJking accompte of you as of my good & 
asBuered Mnd, I wryte and forbeare to wiyte as tyme and occasion 
wyll permitt me, and when I wryte nothing am as well affected 
towards you as yf I did wryte longe lettres. There is no end of our 
troubles here* where nothing is omitted that maye biinge this noble 
realme to ruyne and distruction, Townes are burnt and consumed 
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dayly, & whole provinces are spoyled ; Taoay and munitions sxe q»ent 
on eueiy syde, and to speake nothinge of the oomon eouldier those 
of the nol^Uitie are slayne in great nombera; and thus all these 
hannes £elU Tppon the King's souldiers, whoe treatyth of peace, and 
to that purpose Mons' Yilleroy is retomed lately from the King of 
Nauarre, being now vppon the pointe to be sente -mto him againe. I 
doe not here that the D. of Majne hath done anie great thinge bef[>re 
Brouage, as lyke wise Mons' hath attempted no newe thinge of late 
that I can leame. Some of the King's company haue ben defeated of 
late besydes Bochell, where Paleseau, Apremont, and some others of 
good callinge haue ben dayne, & la Guysohe, Caylus &c. piysoners. 

To M» Bbaib. 

Sir, Your lettres of the Ti* of June sent by M' Sydn^ were for- 
gotten at Pturis & came not to my hands rntyll the last of the same, 
& nowe I thanke you for them hartely, and you maye not condemne 
me althooghe you haue not hard &ome me by my last messenger, 
wherdn I wiU Tse no excuse, because you knowe me very well, and 
then you must knowe me to be one that lovyth you aswell as any frinde 
you haue lyring. Tt is not strange in Englaode to heare that good 
servants ue slenderly rewazdyd, and therefor I doe not maruill to 
vnderstand by your lettres tiiat you are no better considered. You 
are not alone in this complainte. I would the Q: could spare your 
seruice there, and then I would wyshe you here with me to be my 
companion and oounoellor in this jom^, and doe praye yon to 
thinke that not only here but in all other places where I shall 
ehaunce to lyue, no firinde you haue lyringe shall reioyce more or 
take greater comforte of your companie then Amias Fawlett. I am 
no straunger vnto you, and dare saye you are well perswaded of my 
good affection towards you, and yet you doe not knowe howe much 
your nature &' are agreable to my disposition. I trust to lyue longe 
to see you againe, and to be happie to se you often. You haue so 
i2 
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good meaae to be acquainted with the newes of these parts as I will 
not trouble you with anie particularities. The D. of Guyse is 
retoumed to the Court, & nowe vppon the pointe to be dispached 
into Champaine, which importeth no great lykelyhoode of peace. 
Farewdl, good M' Beale, and accompt of one that is wholie yours, and 
vppon this promise I comitt you to the blessyd tuicion of the All- 
mightye &\ 

To M"* Daib. 

Sir, I feare you will condemne me for some Tngreate&ll fellow 
Uiat my lettres come no sonner vnto you, wherin I will vse no 
excuse, uid yet haue good hope that for the good experience you 
haue of this place you will hold me excused. Sometime my mes- 
sengers departe reiy sodeoly, somtyme I am cloyed with busynes, but 
I praye you thinke that I neuer want good will to remember so good 
a &inde. 

Touching the newes of these ports there is great talke of peace, 
but no great appearance that anie good effect will followe. The D. 
of Guyse goeth into Ghampaigne, Mons' marchyth his armye in the 
borders of Aurei^e, the J), of Mayne styll before Brouage, daylie 
conflicts there & in other places, Caylus & la Guyscbe lately taken 
prysonei^, FaJeseau, Apremont & others slayne. Thus we spend our 
lyme in murder and mischyf, & in. no great hope to doe bettCT 
onleast God deale better with us then we deserue. Mens'' Villeroye ia 
lately retomyd from the King of Nauarre, and now dispached againe 
Tuto him. A badd peace is better then this bloudy warre. God 
kepe you in health, & pr^erue our coutrey in quietnes I From 
Poiectiers, the &". 
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To M* WiLKBS. 



Sir, Tour honest and frindely lettres of the vi* of June ■would have 
deserued a more speedy awnswere, but I trust you are so well per- 
swaded of me, as you will impute yt rather to any thinge then to 
want of good will, and in deed you should doe me great 'wronge yf 
you should conceaue any such opinion of me. As I receaue your 
lettres very thankefully, so if I doe not answere them speedilie, you 
mayo be bolde to thinke that the same proceedeth either of slowth- 
fullnes or Tnthankefullnes ; yf you thihke me &ee of these faults, 
conceaue els what you will, and yet I knowe you will not conceaue 
amisse of me. I canue not thinke that anie good man can be gladde 
to here of the newes of these parts, where fyer and sworde kyUeth 
and spoyletb without mercye. I heare of nothing done or attempted 
by Mons* sythence the takeing of Tssorie. The Duke of Mayne 
wynnith little before Brouage. Yf anie great thing were done in 
Langnedocq yt would not be hidden. Manie brave fellowes haueben 
taken and slayneof latte; Faleseau,Apremont,lA Chapelle, the yonge 
Carrouges, and manie others dead ; Caylus, Ia Guyesche, Montigny, 
S" Colombe & others prisoners. The D. of Quyes is retomyde to the 
Court, & goeth into Campaigne. What course the King will take is 
diversely reported. Great talke of peace, but no great lykely- 
hoode. And thus I comitt you, good M' WUkes, to the mercyfiill 
tuicion of the Almyghtie. From Foiect^^, &c. 



To M^ NicASitJS. 

Bir, Tt is ynoi^he and to much that I haue forborne thus longe to 
wryte vnto youe, and yet my latt dispatches haue ben sodiene, as I 
have ben forcyd to leaue my best Mnds vnsalut^d, and now I wryte 
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vnto you rather to shewe my thankefulliies for your courteous and 
fiyndly lettres, then for anie matter that I knowe worthy of wryting. 
Our troubles contynewe & no great hope of peace. Great lo88e of 
either syde, and the King alwayes the principaU loser, whoe bearyth the 
whole burthen of all this losse in townes, men, mony, and munitiona. 
I know I should doe you no pleasure to trouble you with our 
partycularities, which indeed are such as a stranger woulde be sorie 
to heare them. Tour sonne dothe well, and I loue him well, and 
I loue him the better because he bathe so good a fath^. And 
thus with mcst harty comendacions I comitt you to the &°. 

To M» Beton. 

Sir, I haue receyved your curteous lettre, and cannot thancke you 
ynoughe for the great favor which it hath pleased you to showe to 
the poore Englishe prisoners, which I take to be done altogether for 
my sake, and wiU not fayle to acknowledge yt towards you and 
all your contrymen to the vttermost of my lytic power, and shall 
most hartelie praye you and them not to spare me in any thinge 
where my pore fiindshipp in worde or deed may stande you in any 
steade. Yt had ben much and worthye of many thanks, yf you had 
done thus much att my earnest desyer, but to haue done it without 
my request deseruith more thanks than I am able to giue. I praye 
you onse againe to accompte of me as one that thinketh tiimnalf 
greatly beholding vnto you, and will not feyle to be revenged of this 
curtesie vppon the first occasion occurringe. I haue ben vnkindly 
vsed in this matter many wayes, wherin I haue no other remydie 
then patience, trustinge that these prisoners shalbe ddiuered at the 
last, and doe not doubt but that my pore credytt shalbe able to doe 
the lyke pleasure to some of this nation. I haue written to the 
King's pculer {sic) to such ^ect, as shall appere l^ the copie of my 
said lettre which my servante will shewe vnto you. I heare that 
my lord your brother is retomyd to Farria in verie good health. 
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whereof I am gladd to heare as anie frinde he hath lyvinge, prayeing 
you to comend me most hartelie to his Lordahip, whoe shoulde not 
be longe hens yf my wyshinge could [bring] him hether. And thus 
with my most hartye comendacions to your self, prayinge you to 
take occasion to make tryaU of my thankefullnes, I comitt you 
(good W Beton) to the mercyfoll tuidon of the AJlmightye. From 
Poiecters. 

— airyred lately here sente one of his men vnto me to praye me to 
recommende some man mto hym by lettres yoder my signe vnto 
whome he might be bolde to deale confidently in some matter 
conceminge the Q. my mystrt^, because he knowe me to be 
narrowly watched and durst not resorte vnto me, I sent M' Jacomo 
vnto him, by whom, after some earnest and efiectuaU words of his 
feythfiiU devotion towards her Ma"^, he prayed me to assure her 
that this Ambassador of Don John bath no other matter to this 
Court then to procure tiie King to make peace with his subiects at 
what [cost] soeuer, that the King of Spayne woulde doe the lyke iu 
his contreyes, that this done the French King & King of Spayne bad 
resolued to b«id their forces i^ainste her Ma*'*» that they had 
allready made their partage of Englande, Scottlaude and Irelande, 
that they had secrett intelligence with two daungeroua subiects, the 
Earle of Westmerland and Eytzmorrys, that the Earle of Westm^- 
lande for Iprewth was now in Irelande, that he had receaued of Don 
John for this voyage 4200 ducketts, that these men had greate 
inteUigenoe in England, that the Kealme was full of Fapistes, that 
these Papiatea Had foyer words in their tnouthea hut poyaoned hartet 
totoarda her Ma**, that he hath harde to these matters that 

tiie only waye to discouer the whole is to apprehend the Earle of 
Westmerland or Fytzmorria, that the meane to avoyde this daunger 
is to cast these troubles vppon Fraunce & Spayne, that the French 
TTiTig as was supposed would shortely send some gentleman to her 
Ma*^ to praye her to perswade peace in his contrey, that he should 
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baue secrett instractioiiB for oihex purposes, that he must be lokyd 
vnto, that Q: moth^ had sayde Tnto >>iTin that her matters here 
should fell oute well ynough, nftke Q. of EngUmd woulde not be 
quiet, their was provision made to requite her, and fynally that to 
performe this revenge theire were bothe men and women nere vnto 
her fytt for the purpose. I haue reduced this discourse into as 
fewe words as is possyhle, referringe the consideracion thereof to 
your Honor's wysdome. 

To M^ Secbetabt Walsinohah. 

Yt maye please your Honor to be aduertised that, ptuilie deeyringe 
to heare firom you of the state of things in Englande, but especyaUie 
being perswaded that you loke to heare often from me, althoughe I 
knowe nothinge at this presente much worthye of aduertisemente, 
and that our actions here being wholy bent i^ainst Brouage, no 
great thinge hath ben done theire of latte, yet I thought yt agreable 
with my dewtye to d^pacth this bearer with these fewe lynes, and 
in deed doe thinke it no lease conTenient for her Ma*" to be 
aduertised when they doe nothinge here as when they doe some- 
what, therby to consider the better of their state in all things 
^.ppertayninge. 

The Kinge bendyth all his forces against Brouage, haveing now 
lately sent thether the Swysses which haue allwaies seruide to garde 
his person & shoulde be in nomber zii% bdnge founde in their 
marchinge from hens to be only vi". or thearabouts. Mons' Garsan, 
captain of one of the King's gardes, dothe conducte them, accompanied 
with some troupes of horsemen, and because these came not forthe as 
was promised the Swysses woulde not departe from the place of their 
first remoue vniyll their cominge, doubtinge to be intraped by those 
of S*- Jean d'Angely as others had ben before. But they are gone 
forwards, and maye be arryued at Brouage the xx"" of this prfrr 
sent«. 

The yonge I^ansacq is said to be in the Chanetl before Brouage 



d by Google 



Sm AHIA8 poulst's letiebs. 65 

with xx sMppes or thereabouts, haveing lost his gallyes in a storme 
which are not yet retomyd, so as the shippes of Eochell shall fynde 
this tpnB Tery faTcnable yf they shalhe disposed to giue any hatteU 
by sea, the winde haueing serued very well of longe tyme aswell to 
this purpose, as to bringe the shippes out of the Lowe Gontryes, 
which theye saye here are cominge to the ayde of Roohell. Theire 
is great e:q>ectacion in this Court of this si^e of Brom^, and is 
thought asaurydlie that onleast the same be wonne Tery shortely the 
Dulie of Mayne wylbe engaged to the great perill of him self and 
his armye, being envyronnyd with badd neighbours of euery syde, 
and some say that La Noue preparetii forces in Gbacoign and hath 
his rendes-Tous to this purpose. 

They holde them seines assuryd by such intelligence as they haue 
oute of G^ermanie tiiat the Reistres cannot come into this eontrey 
these two monethes and more ; and therefore Uiey are bolde to spend 
this tyme to their profitt at home, the D. of GKiyse remayninge yet 
here, and their is mention of the King's departure from hens. 

DampTille fearyth the conclusion of the Peace, and Tndertakeyth 
to doe great things in Languedocq yf the King will contynewe his 
warre. 

I cannott e^iresse Tnto your Honour the yll opinion that is con- 
oeauid here genanlly of Englande, and therefore in this suspytious 
& daimgerous tyme I dare not wrytevnto you so lai^Ue as I would, 
referring you for the rest to the report of this bearor, whom it may 
please you to creditt. And thus I comitt your Honor to the tuioion 
of the Almyghtie. From Foicters, the xix of Julie 1677. 

To MT L; OP Letcbstee. 

My verie good Lord, It maye please your Lordship to holde me 
excused that I haue not troubled you with my lettres of late ; which 
bath not procedyd of no other cause then of yoiur Lordship's absens 
firom the court ; and being now aduertised that the tyme of your 
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retome doth approche, I wcnild not &yle to acknowledge my dewty 
towards your LonUhip by these £ewe lynes, and by Uie same to 
adnertifie you, that iJhBte is greate ezpectacion here of the seige <^ 
Brouage, and in deed theiie la no other matter in hande at this 
presente onthesayde Languedocq, where Dampuille promiseth gieat 
things, but the performans is reaerryd to another tyme. There is 
nothing omytted that may seme to recouer Brouage ; horsemen, 
footemen, and munitions sent theth^ dayly, and nowe lastlie the 
companies of Swysses which haue alwayes servid for the garde of the 
King's person, and some thinke that other companies resort thether 
from Mons'. These preparacions seme to double purpose, fyrst to 
recouer Brouage yf yt be possyble, & if not, then to deliuer the B. of 
Mayne and his armye, whoe are thoi^ht to be dangerouslye engaged. 
Yt is afifyrmed here that by foule weather the Oallyes are devyded 
from Lansacq, whereof those of Bochell cannot be ignorant, and will 
not &yle to make their profitt of yt, yf their strength by sea be 
such as is reportyde, whereof dependith verie much or altogetbers 
the swertye of Brouage. Manie doe thinke that thar wilbe newes 
here verie shortely of this fyght by sea« or of some fyght by lande 
with the D. of Mayne. 

I haue referryd som other thii^ to the report of this [bearer,] 
whom it maye please your Ijordship to credytt, and in deed if your 
liordship did knowe the lyttle credytt that Englande hathe here at 
this presente you woulde not marvell to see my lettres so shorte. 

Whereas your Lordship hath comandyd me to provyde you of 
fower fkyer and . . . mulets for the lytter, I haue sent for them to 
Lyons by the helpe of a marchant of myne acquaintance, and am 
promised to haue the best and fayerest that are to be gotten, and 
that they shalbe brought to Tours or Bloyes before the last of this 
presente, ffirom whence they shalbe sent to your Lordship with all 
convenient speede. And thus resting att your ]jordship*s comand- 
ment, I comitt your good Lordship to the mercyfull tuycion of the 
AUmighty. Poict: &c: 
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To THE Eaele op Wabwickb. 



My very good Lord, I thinke the tyme verie longe that your Lord- 
ship hatii ben troubled with my lettres, wherein I would not haue 
foyled to haue adtnowledged my dewtyfuU good will towards you yf 
your Lordship had ben present at the Court, and now beinge aduertised 
that the tyme of your retoume doth approche I will also retome to 
my accustomed manner, and will p^mit no messenger to passe 
without some lynes for your Lordship. I haue no newe matter 
whereof to aduerdse your Lordship at this preseute, because Uieire is 
no other thinge in hand here then the siege of Brouage, where there 
is nothing done of late to the King's aduanta^ ; great preparacions 
are made to recouer this pece, and to this purpose the King dothe 
not forbeare to sende thether the Swysses appointed for the garde of 
his p^^on. There is great expectacion here of some fyght that 
wilbe made by sea betwene the yonge Lansacq and those of Bochell. 
I here nothing out of I^mguedocq, where yf DampuUle had done anie 
great thinge the matter would not be kept secrett. Mens' is lokyd 
for daylie, whose army hath attempted no newe thinge sythena the 
wynning of Yssoire. I trust by my next lettres to aduertise your 
Lordship of some bett^ matter, and vppon this hope I comitt your 
good Lordship to the protection of Hie Alhnigfatie, &c. 

To HT L. Tbeajsokeb. 
My very good Lord, I thinke the tyme very longe sythens I hard 
out of England, and doe not doubt but that her Ma^' dothe lyke to 
here often firom me in this troublesome tyme, and therfore haue 
dyspached this bearer with these fewe lynes, haueing referrid some 
other matters to his reporte. Wberein it maye please your Lordship 
to giue him creditt. The K'"g sendeth horsemen, footemen and 
munitions daylie to Brouage, and nowe the fewer companies of 
Swysses appointed for the garde of his person are gone thether. 
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which shall seme to recouer Brou^e yf it maye be, or att the least 
to disgage the D. of Mayue, whoe ia thought to be inTyroned witii 
daungerous neighbours. This matter is thought to depend verie 
much of the good or badd speede of the yong Lansacq by sea, 
wherein God hath provided fiiuorably for those of Rochell, if they 
haue any forces to bydd bi^n battelle, his gallies being devided &om 
him by fowle weather as is reported, and are not yet retoumyd ynto 
him. Mons' hath ben longe expected here, and is nowe lokyd for 
ca-tenly the xx*^ of this presente, att which tyme it is also thought 
that YUleroy wilbe retomyd &om the King of Nauarre, and some 
thinke with a full conclusion of Peace. I doe not heare of any thinge 
done in Languedocq of late. And thus I leaue to trouble your 
Lordship any ferther, comytting you to the mercyfiill protection of 
the Allmighty, whoe alwaies preaenie your good Lordship. Prom 
Poiecters, the xix^ of Julie 1677. 



To M* A&OALL. 

M' Argall, Lyke as I am ^orant that you haue spoken rnMndly 
of me, so I am no lesse assuered that your euiU speache hath not 
greatly hurt me, & therefore receiued your lettres the more willinglye. 
I have leamyd long sithens that a Mende be he neuer so pore maye 
be Bometymes profitable, but an enymie yf he able to doe no hurt, 
yet he canne doe no good. I must confesse that my fiyndeshipp 
coulde stand you in no steade att all, and I may saye as trewly that 
you could haue no great hope to make any great profitt of my dis- 
frindshippe ; and yet I cannott tell howe, when vppon your retome 
into !England I lokyd to take some comfort of the firindeshippe 
between us, I receauyd nothing firom you but ill reports and 
vnfrindly vsage. I must tell you, and it is trewe, that you canne 
pretend no lust cause of this quarreU, when departinge &om me my 
very good £nnde in owtward appaiance, you cannott proue that I 
offended you after your departure. Tf you will saye that I vsyd 
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you vnkindly in refiiseing your trotber, I may trewely answere that 
this quarrell is ill groundyd. First, it were verie harde and against 
all reason that my firinde should be angrey because I had refused a 
seruant of his owne choise ; althoughe in some causes he maye con- 
ceaue itt vnMndlye, yet yt were a badd grounde to make a good 
quarrell. Secondly, I refusyd your brother before I knewe him, and 
would enter into your house but with condycion that you would 
moue me no more for him. Thirdly, you tolde me [at] Parris that you 
considered of my great trayne aad would moue me no more for your 
brother, ai^d this you did of your moeion without vsing any fertber 
Epeche in this matter. Lastly, if all this were nothinge, as no one jote 
of it is ontrewe, youer departure from me with good satisfEiction to 
my knowledge doth barre you from all quarrells for the lyme past. 
Tou must giue me leaue to saye somwhat, and in deede I maye 
boldly eaye Terie much, as one that knowetb him self to be clere 
towards you aswell in honestie as in conscience. Touching your 
brother I neuer conoeaued yll opinion of him, I wyshe verie well 
mto him, I thinke bim well worthye of good preferment, and I 
saye trewlie and &ythfullie that I did not refuse him because I had 
anie myslyke of him, or because I was already ouerchai^ed, but 
because I knowe for other respects his aboade with me had ben 
Tnmeete aswell for him as for me. For anie thinge that hath 
passyd betwene you and any of my serrants in England, althoughe 
I maye saye trewly that they haue done nothinge by my com- 
andement, yet I must confesse vnto you I cannott much blame 
that seruant that caryth lytle for his master's enymies. To conclude, 
Jyke as yoiur lettres are very frindlye, your prefers of fifindeshippe 
very great, your promises of performans Terie liberall, and alto- 
gether semyth to proceed from a sounde & willing mynde, so I doe 
thankefullie accept the same. I foi^ett willinglie all that is past. 
I accompt of you as of my good frinde, and wilbe the same towards 
you to the best of my po^er. And thus I oomitt you to the protec- 
tioa of the AUmighty. From Foiectera, the xix*^ of July 1677. 
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To M» Waisingham. 



Yt maye please your Honor to be aduertised that Mons' arryued 
here the xix"' of this pres^ite, whom the Eii^, Mowed by the 
D. of Guyse, the Prince Daulphin, and all the nobyllytie of his 
Court, reeeiTod half a myle out of the towne. Th'ambassador of 
Venice had his audyenoe the next daye being the zzi'^, so as 
none remayned besydes my self hut the Ambassador of Toskaine, 
whoe had aUso demandyd his audience the said xxi*^. And 
therefore being as vnwillinge to be the first as loth to be the last, 
and here withall somewhat curyous to deale in these matters of 
congratulacion, aswell because I haue no expresse comandement 
to this purpose, aa also for some myslyke I haue of the subiect> 
wherein I maye hardlie deale with that roundenes and sinoerytie that 
I coulde wyshe, I considered that, althoug^e there were no otiier 
cause, yet in respect of the longe absena of Mons' &om the Court I 
coulde doe no lesse then to coi^ratulate his safe arryuall, and 
therefore desyering audience the zxi"' I was appointed to make my 
repader to his lodging adioyning to the Court the xxij*^. I declared 
vnto him that it was not for want of considecacion of my dewtye 
that I had not desirared to haue accesse vnto his Highnes before that 
tyme, and did most humblie praye bini to bdeue that no Ambassador 
in this iowne resortyd vnto him with better will, but I considered 
that he had ben a stranger to the Courte of longe fyme, and did 
thinke that I shoulde doe him great wronge to seeke anie occasion 
BO sodenly after his arryuall to drawe him &om the companie of the 
Kinge his brother, the Q: his mother, and so manie others his good 
seruants and frinds, and therefore doubteinge to be troublesom 
haue forborne to com son^ vnto him. I tolde him I coulde not be 
ignorant of his good successe in his late interprises, and lyke as, for 
the good and sincere amitie betwen the Q: my Soueraigne and In'Tn, 
her Ma* wysheth vnto him all honor and felicitie, so it could not 
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be but that she did participate with him in all hifi prosperitiea, and 
dyd not doubt but that he was so perswaded of hir Highnes. I addyd 
that trewe yt is that he had done great aervioes of late nito tiie 
King his brother, but in my opinion one princiimll point of sluice 
was yet behind, wherein he had meanes aboue all others to doe his 
brother better seruice then in any other things in this world, and 
this was to procure a good peace betwen the King and his subiects. 
That besydes the fydelitie which he ougbt vnto the King his brother, 
his own particular interest was sufficient to moue him to doe his Ttter- 
most indeuor herein ; that no man could tell yf Gk>d had appointed 
that this Crowne should one daye &11 on his head, that then he 
should fynd that the townes which haue ben sackyd and spoyled are 
his townes, that the people which haue ben kylled and murdered are 
his subiects, that the mony which hath ben spent & consumyd is Ma 
treasure, that the cuntreys which lye wasted and forsaken are parcUl 
of his Mngdome, and fynally that ihe whole burthen of aH those 
myseries and calamities will light on his shouldiers. I tolde him I 
was the more bolde to moue him herein because it had pleased him 
to saye vnto me before this tyme Uiat he would not &yle to imploye 
all his meanes possible to make peace betwene the King and his 
subiects. t concludyd that I referred the whole to the goodnes of 
God and to his wisdome. Mens' aniiwerld that there was no cause 
to excuse my slake cominge vnto him, which proceded rather of 
my curtesye then of anie dewtie ; that he doubtyd nothing of her 
Ma''^ good affection towards him ; that she had deserued very well of 
him ; that he was ready to acknowledge yt to the best of his power ; 
that he made a singuler and especyall accompt of her firindeshippe ; 
that he beleuyd nothing more then that her Ma*^ woulde reioyse 
with him in all his prosperities ; that his good furtherance shoulde 
not want to pacyfie the troubles ; that he was not ignorant of the 
miseries and calamyties which ensewed thereof; that the King his 
brother and the Queen his mother were well affeclyd to peace, and 
ithat of his parte his vttermost indeavor should not want to procure 
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it. I replied that I was verie gladd to receaue thia awnswere firom 
his Qwne mouth, and that I was not a Ijtle comforted, aswell to 
Tnderstand his good affection towards the Queen my mysteris, as 
that he was so well inclyned to the peace of his eontrey, wh^re of 
I would not fayle to make trewe reporte. He prayed me to assure 
her Ma*" of the one & the other, and also not to spare him in aoie 
thinge wherein he might doe me anie particuler playsir. 

The Buke of Neuers ys yet att Lyneages, from whence some 
thinke he shall march towards Champalgne, his army consisting at 
this presente of 800 lanche knights, 500 French harquebusiers, and 
some small troupes of horsemen. Yt was intended that he shoulde 
haue heseiged Bryre la Gaillarde and TIsarche in Lymosin, and 
towards the seige of these townea those of Lynnigs and their 
neighbours proferyd 40000 &ankes, which being solycited by the 
Duke and accepted by the Kinge, it is now sayde that the Duke of 
Neuers repentith his bai^yne and would exact a greater some of 
monye of the people, which is revised, so as what will follow hero 
of is vncertain. 

Mons' Lansacq cam from the King's chamber into the base court 
the xxiii"* of this presente, where he said openly in the presence of 
manie that he was comanded by the King to signifie to such of his 
nobilitie as desiered to breake a speare for the honour of their 
master, and loue of their contrey, that they should doe well to 
resorte to the Duke of Mayne, where they should finde the Prince 
of Cond^ in the feilde ready to reoeane them ; he added that with 
helpe of the Swysses (whoe (saith he) wilbe this night at Xaintes) 
and of such others as are appointed to resort thether, the Duke 
of Mayne dothe aasuer him self to take Brouage at the next assault. 
He hath done well to appointe no certayne tyme when this assault 
shalhe giuen. The Swysses departyd firom hence the x*^ of this 
presente, so as your Honour may perceaue by the slowe marching 
how the worlde goeth in those parts. Yt is thought assueredly 
that the Duke of Mayne will leauy his siege before the last of this 
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presentea, and some fhinke that the sodeine departure of the D. of 
Gufse from hence towards Champaigne the n* of this moneth 
procedid not ho much of the hastie cominge of the Reisters, as to giue 
some color to his hrother the D. of Mayne to ret^er him self out 
of those parts, as yf he were pressyd there vnto hy the Bieistrea. Yt 
may seme that the D. of Mayne is thought to be in som distres, and 
that he shalbe cxinstrayned to fight, the D. of Mercure being dis- 
pacbed from h^aoe towards him with as manie gentlemen as his 
creditt and the oomaundment of the King & Queen Mother are able 
to gett out of this Court, and it is certayne that the King hath said 
that if anie man did excuse him self for wante of horses, he shoulde 
be provided out of his owne stable. 

DampTile is said to vse such cmeltye in Langredocq as he 
groweth to be odious even to those of his owne partie, and feareth 
nothing more then the Peace. 

Tt is thought the King will retoume towards Farris very shortlye. 

I haue ben forcyd to send my Sonne Tnto your Honour with this 
paokett, being ynprovyded at this tyme of anie other vnto whome 
I would oomitt such matter as he hatheto report mto you, onleasse 
I woulde disfumysh my self of such as I may in no wise spare, most 
humbly [praying] you to retome my said Sonne againe vnto me 
assone as you maye because he dothe me some seruice here. Yt 
is [so] long sythens I harde from you that I doubte much least 
some of your messengers or myne are fallen into some badd hands, 
and therefore I feare to comitt any thing to zipher before I here 
ons agfune from you. And thus I comitt your Honour to the 
mercyfiill tuicion of tiie Allmightie. From Poieotiers, the 28th 
of July. 

To MY L. Aduiball. 

]tfy verie good Lord, I trouble your Lordship with these fewe lynee 

only to dischardg my dewty, haueing learned of late no newe thinge 

worthy of aduertisments, the army of Uons^ haringe attempted 

I. 
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no newe thlnge of late, and the D: of Mayne hath done no greate 
thinge before Brouage. The Prince of Condie is sayd to haue vn- 
ehipped his forces by sea, and to be nowe in the feilde, and some 
thincke that La None is not &re £rom those parts, and then it is likely 
that some newe thinge wilbe done rerie shortlie. The nobilitie 
of this courte is exhorted &om the Kinge to resort to the D. of 
Mayne, and are put in hope that Brouage will be wonne at the next 
assault, but this comfort remayneth that there is no tyme apointed 
when this assault shalbe ^uen. The D. of Guyse is gone towards 
Ohampaigne to provide for the Beisters. Mons' is there now with 
the King his brother, and (as is thought) will not departe from him 
vnlyl he goe into Ohampaigne. The yij c Swysses of the King's 
gardes which departed from hence for the suocor of the D. of 
Mayne haue marched in suche feare as some doubt yf th^ be yet 
arryved, but it is oertayne that the liij* daye after their departure 
from hence they were not arryred at Xaintes. This is all that I 
knowe worthie of your Lordship at this presente. And thus most 
humblie take my leave, beseechinge Qod long to preserve your good 
Lordship. From Poiotleres, the 28 of July 1577. 

To THE Eablb op Wahwickb. 

My verie good Lord, There are no other doings here in handethen 
before Brouage, where they seme to be wearie of that th^ haue 
donne, and some thincke tiie seige wilbe levyed verie shwtly. The 
Prince of Condie is said to be in the feild, and the nobilitie of this 
Court is exhorted to resorte to the D: of Mayne for the better 
recoverie of Brouage, as it is given out, but some thincke it is to 
disg^e the D. of Mayne, who is invyroned with dangerous enemies. 
The D. of Guyse departed from hence towards Ohampaigne the 
xxii*^ of this present, and some thincke the King will not remayue 
longe in these partes. Cap*™ Merle is said to be in the feild in Au- 
vergne sithence the departure of Mouns'. The D. of Nevers is at 
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Limoges with so muche of Mouns" annie as remayueth, which is no 
great matter. There cometiie nothioge out of Languedoc that 
Boundeth muche eytho* to the advantage of the King or to the 
honor of Dampvill. I knowe no other matter worthie of your Lord- 
ship at this tyme present. And thus I comitt &'- 



To H^ Tbesores. 

My rerie good Lord, Yt maye please your Lordship to be content 
with these fewe lynes, and to giue me leaue to referr you for the rest 
to this copie inclosed of my lettres to iU? Walsuigham, this bearer 
haveing also other particularities to saye vnto your Lordship by 
mouth, whom it maye please you to creditt. I trust your Lordship 
dothe accompt of me as of one that is wholie att your comandement, 
and so maye be assuryd to fynde me where my semice my stand you 
in anie steed. And thus I comitt your good Lordship to the protec- 
tion of the AUmightie. From Poiecters &'- 

To Mr L: op Sussex. 

My Tcrie good L: Although I knowe your Lordship caimot be 
ignorant of my aduertisements to M' Walsingham, yet I could not 
be satysfied onleast you had some fewe lynes firom me, which may 
seme rather to wittnesse my dewtyfall good will then for anie great 
matter that ys fallen out here of late worthie of aduertysement. 
There are no other doings here then before Brouage, and oonse- 
quently no other talie ; where the D. of Mayne hath gotten lytle, and 
as some thinke will leaue with the losse. Mons'Lansacqbycomande- 
ment &om the King hath of latte exhorted the nobilitie of this Court 
to resort to the D. of Mayne^ afBrminge that the Prince of Cond^ 
had Tnshipped his souldiers. and was nowe in the field. Mons' ar- 
riued here the xiz*'' of this presente, and the D. of Gnyse departed 
towards Champagne the xxij"*, accompanied with Shamberg one of 
L 2 



d by Google 



76 coft-book: ot 

the Colonels of the B«isters. The D: of Neuers ys att LymogoB 
with so muche of Monsieur's armye as renmyneth, where he 
attemptyth no newe thing, and pwchaunce his next remoue may be 
towards Champai^e. There is no talke of Languedocq, and thrae- 
fore your Lordship maye be assuered there is nothing done thexe to 
the King's aduantage. Some thinke that the Kinge will not sojome 
longe in these parts. The spoyle of men and th'expense of mony 
and mmiitions hath ben so great in these fewer monethes warre, 
and the gune so lytle, as men derine diuersly what wilbe the end of 
these troubles. God grante them first to lyue in his feare and 
according to his holy word, and then as gode peace as their hartes 
canne desyer 1 And thus I leaue to trouble your Lordship, co- 
mytting you to the tuicion of the Allmightie. From Foiecters* &'. 

To MT L: OP Letcestes. 

My Terie good Lord, I trust your Lordship ys nowretranedto the 
Court, whereof I would be as gladd as anie other, asweU for the 
bett^ furtherance of her Majesty's seruice by your good counsell 
and aduise in this fycle and daungerous tyme, as allso for my private 
beny£te and comoditie by the presens of so honorable a friende 
Tppon aU occasions occurring, being not ignorant that this place of 
seruice in this wicked tyme is subiect to many dangers, whereof I 
shalbe easyly aoquited yf it shall suffice me- to haue serryd my 
Prince trewly and faythfully. Because your Lordship shalbe assuryd 
to vnderstande the full oertenty of my proceedings here, I am bolde 
to trouble you with this copie inclosid of my lettree sent to M' 
Wallsingham, referring your Lordship for some other partycularities 
to the report of this bearer, whom it may please you to creditt. I 
loke to hare of your mulcts Terie shortely, whidi shalbe sent to your 
Jjordship with all convenient speede. .Ajid thus resting at your co- 
mandement, I comltt &f. 
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To M" Tbeaborbb. 

My Terye good L: 

Yt maye please your Honor to he content with these fewe lynes 
Tntill the mallice of the world shalbe more ripe, Trhich leaving all 
other things in good quiet sytteth his Tenim only against Brouage, 
and yet no great thinge hath ben done there, and perchance the 
Duke of Hayne vilbe content to leaue with losse, onlesse want of 
watter doe conBtraine them to compoimde. The Prince of Cond^ is 
said to haue Tnshypped his souldiers, and to be now in the feild, and 
then I thinke I maye be bould to afELrme that he will not suffer the 
B. of Mayne to be longe idle. The Army which was mder the 
gouerment of the King's broUier ys now held by the Duke of 
Neuers, who is att Lymoges, and is not accompted to performe any 
greater matter. The D. of Gyuse departed from hence towardes 
Ghampaigne, accompanied with Shambei^ and others, the xxii^ of 
this presentes, and some thinke that the King will not tarry longe in 
these parts. There is jalousy and suspicion receauyd of England, as 
if t^e Heisters were our hired souldiers, wherein they take vppon 
them to know more then I knowe, as in dede I haue not harde out 
of England of late. There is no great talke of Dampuill his doings 
in lAuguedocq, and then yt foUoweth that there is no great thing 
done there to their aduantage. And thus leaving to trouble your 
Lordship, I comytt you to the mercyfiill tuicion of the AUmighly. 
From Poictiers, &'. 



To HT L: Kebper. 

Uy very good Lord, Ynlesse yt shall please your Lordship to deale 
better with me then I haue deserued I shall hardly excuse my self 
towards you that I haue not troublyd you more often of late with my 
lettres ; and because your Lordship shall knowe the great hope which 
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I haue Gonceauyd of tout good opinion of me, leaTing all matter of 
excuse I will presume to assuer my self that you will not impute 
this fault to want of good wiU, and Tppon this assueranoe I am bold 
to present your Lordship with these fewe lynes, and by the same to 
aduertise you that your sonne thanlcs be to Gtod is in good he^th» 
and other good newee yonr Lordship may not looke to heare out of 
these parts, where there is no end of all kindes of myschiefe and 
miseries. Nothing is remitted that may seme for the recouery of 
Brouage, neyther is there any other great action in hand att tim 
preeente in this parte of Prance, and some men thinke that the sue- 
cesse of this siege will not be Tory happie fbr those of the King's 
partie. The D: Montpensi^ and the other com^raioners are yet with 
the King of Natiare, where they treat of peace, and here it is given out 
that this peace comyth this daye and to morrowe and I cannott tell 
when, and in dede some thinke France will not be so happie this yeaie. 
The D. of Guyse is gone toirardes Champaigne to provide for the 
Keistres, and some saye the King will not be longe &om Panis. 
Dampuill dothe no great thing in languedocq, and the army which 
Mon^ had in Auvrargne ys nowe ydle. And thus leaving to trouble 
your Lordship, I comytt you to the mercyfuU protection of the 
Almightie. From Foictiers. 

To MR DiBH. 

SIT} You may not loke to heare any good newea £rom hence, where 
we lyue after the olde fiashion, in malyce and murder without pittie or 
mCTcye. "We talke of peace, but our hartes are faire from it, as may 
appere by our actions that wee haue resolued to destroy one ane 
other vntiU all be destroyed. No labour, no expense, no hazarde ys 
omitted that may seme to recouer Brouage, which is manfiilly de- 
fended and some thinke will not be wonne att this seige. And yet 
ev&n now there is great talke that th^ lake both bread and waiter, 
and that they talke of composioion, which many doe hardly beleue. 
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because the D. of Mrarcuro is presently departed from hence to the 
suocour of the D. of Mayne. The suocesse of these thinges will 
appeare shortely. We begine to toume our malice against the 
Beifltrea, the D. of Guyse being dispatched towardes Champagne, and 
some tbJnke the King will not be longe out of Farris. Wee haue no 
other actions here in hand att this presente. Out of Languedocq 
there comyth nothing, and therefore no great thing done there as I 
beleue. I commend this bearer vnto you, and doe assuer my self 
that for the good Mndshippe betwene you and me he shall not want 
your good &aor. I haue comanded him to seeke you, and to depend 
of you. And thus with my most harty comendacions I comitt you 
(my good M' Dyer) to the mercyfuU tuicion of the Abnightie. Prom 
Foicters &c. 



To TEE QUENES MiJ^^. 

Yt maye please your Ma"* to be aduertised that, haueinge reoeaued 
yonr Eighnes lettres of the xiij** of Julye the xzix"' of the same, the 
next daye folowing I demandyd audyence of the Kmg and Queen 
Mother, and the next mominge receauid answere that the King was 
busied that daye to make dispatches, with his owne handes, and the 
next daye would not fayle to giue me audience ymediatly after 
dynner ; att which tyme I resorted to the courte, where I founde his 
Ma"" alone yn his chamber, neither anie of my trayne were suffered 
to enter. Manie ooniectores may be made what was the trewe 
cause hereof but the most lykely in my simple [mind] is this, that 
lie doubted to receiue some hard message which he would debate 
privately with me. I declared vnto him that his ambassador had 
signyfled vnto your Ma*** that his M*** had ben informed of municions 
Bfflit to Bochell, and allso of monney sent into Qermanie by your 
Highnes, a thinge merely contrary (as he said) to the concurrencye 
of frindshippe which by due of treaties ys e35)ected betwene these 
two Realmes ; that he did not thinke the onginall of these surmysed 
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dealings to haue proceeded £rom yoxa Ma"*, but rather &om some 
bad instrumeats about you, and of this kind of people he confessyd 
his master's court not to be royde, who, as they loved nothing lesse 
then peace, so th^ desyred nothing more then to kindle the fyer of 
discorde and trouble betwen tiiese two Crounes, and therefore 
ceassyd not to sowe the seed of jeaJousye and suspicion in bothe 
your hartfl, trusting by this meanes, yf not vtterly to breake, att 
the least to weaken and dimyQishe the good intelligence and siucere 
amitie which hath contynued so long tyme betwen your Ma****. That 
in the end he prayed that these jealousies and distrusts might be 
buryed and foi^tten of eyther syde, the continTeance whereof 
might bread some breach and interruption of fryndshippe. I tolde 
him I was oomanded by your Ma"" to aignifie vnto him that you 
founde it very strange that he wo\ild conceaue an yll opinion of 
you, haveing (as yt semyd) no other foundacion of this suspidon 
then the reports of some aboute him which envyed the tranquillitty 
of the two Beahnes. The worlde did iudge, & his Ma*** might 
be bould to beleue, yf your Highnes had ben so mynded the 
Kieistres had not ben now out of his dominions ; that your Ma**" 
comanded me to assuer him of your ynnocency in these things 
imputed vnto you, and that you were vtterly vnacquainted with 
them otherwyse then by comon feme ; that your Ma* had not dealt 
so slenderly with him; that your challenge touching James FUz- 
morria had a better foundacion ; that hia lettre» vrrytten to his tot(fe 
toere intercepted ; that these lettres made mencion of a promise made 
vnto him by the King, of men, ships and munitions, to ynoade the 
reahne of Irelande ; that, notw"^tandinge, he was here not onlye 
welcome and well receaued, hut intertayned and maynteyned with 
manie kindes of frendshippes ; that therefore your Ma*^ had iust 
cause to comande me in my last audience to informe him of your 
greife, and did now againe praye him Tppon so manie and iust in- 
formacions to take such order herein as your Ma"* myght stande 
assuryd to receaue nothing from him then offices wortbie of good 
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fifindshippe betwen you. And here being minded to prooeede to 
my other complaints according to your Majesty's instructions, the 
King interrupted me, sayeing, that in dede he had willed his am< 
bassador to signifie so much vnto your Ma*** ; that reports were 
brought Tnto him dayly, at one iyme of he could not tell how 
many thousande angells sent into Germanye, at another tyme of 
municions sent to Rochell, then of succour that should be sent to 
Bronage ; that he coulde not be ea^ely inducyd to beleue yt ; that 
your Ma* was a Princesse, and had many subiects, and therefore 
coulde not be ignoruit of the dewtye of suhiects towardes their 
I^rinces ; that by the treaties of amitie passid betwene you, your 
Ma*** might not giue anie ayde or comforte to his rebelles ; that he 
trustyd t/ou would leaue hit realme and people to his order and 
gouerment, aa of his parte he had done neuer am/e thinge that might 
tend to the trouble qf your state ; that he desiered nothing more 
then to continwe in amitie with your Ma*^ ; that he would deale 
roundely and playnely ; that if your Ma"* woulde doe the lyke, 
there wo\ild be no breach betwene you ; that yf you woulde mayne- 
tayne his suhiects E^ainst him, he had the harte qfhis Father and 
Orandfather, and had power and abillitie to d^ende hvm se\f, and 
to offende his enemye, 

Towching Fitzmorris, I cannot lett him to wrytte to his wif 
what he thinketh good; wherein he hath rather shewed what 
he would haue then what he hath obteyned of him ; that he neuer 
made him promise of men, shippes, or munitions ; that when be 
moued him in such mattera he awnswered him playnly that be 
should loke for no comfort at his hands in anie attanpt against 
your Ma*^ ; that he was departed &om him with intent to go to the 
Pope, or he knewe not whethw ; that he neuer intended to assist 
him in this injerpiise of Irelande; which if he had done, je 
vouldrois, sayeth he (I loked for some great othe which perchance 
was well forborne), n'eatre esUmS. And where as he hath made his 
abode ia my realme, I haue done no more (sayeth he) then bath 
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ben done ynto me. "Was not the Vydam of Chariree, was not Hem 
receauid in England, which were open and professed enemies to my 
Crowne and State ? 

I replyed that I was rerie gladde to heare l^t he was so well 
peiswaded of your good affection towiucdB him ; that he promised all 
roundenes and sinceritie in his actions and dealings ; that he had 
now good cause to perseuer in this good disposition, conBidering how 
frendly and iaith fully your Ma"* hath satisfied hi'-m in all bis doubts 
and suspicionB, and that, Being the good concurrency of both sydes, 
there was no doubt of longe continuance of good and perfect amytie 
hetwen you. I toolde him it was no news thinge that discontented 
subiects are someiymes receaued in the terrytoryes and dominions of 
other Princes ; but that the diafirindship consisteth in this, yf the 
subiect be comforted or assisted in any bad interprise against his 
Sou»aigne> whereof there hath ben some lykelyhood and probabitlitie 
in this matter of Fitzmorris ; and therefore prayed him to take such 
order as your Ma"* might be assuered to receaue no offices &om him, 
or finm any other by his assent, as were not wortiiie of the good 
amitie betwene you. The King, after some mention made of Meru, 
and of some comfort saide to haue ben given vnto him which he 
wouLde not beleoe (herein he was Teiy short), gaue me his &ythfull 
'promise with longe protestaoions, and requiered me to assure your 
Ma"* thereof in his name, concluding that if Fitzmoris retomed into 
this realme, he should knowe that he had not don well to write or 
reporte so vntrewly of him. 

Then I proceeded to the other parts of your Ma"*'' instructians, 
and said vnto the King that your Highnes' subiects were robbyd, 
spoyled and killed on the seas daylie ; that they had made sondry 
and often complaints that no justice was ministerd vnto them ; that 
your Ma"* could not lyke with this hard dealing ; that you had taken 
streight order for redresse of the lyke insolences oomitted by any 
your subiects ; tiiat your Highnes had comanded me to assure him 
of the dewe p^ormance of this your direction ; that if he loked to 
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haae that ooneepondency of your parte whioh he desyered he must 
awnswere your Ma"* with lyke offices, and giue you full sattis&ctiou 
in all your just and lawfixll greifes. The King awnawered that he 
was Tery Borrj to heare that your Maiesty's Buhiects were molested ; 
that HiB same was to be imputed to the malice of this tyme ; that he 
had taken straight order for justice to be dewly admynistered ; that 
his subiecte complayned no lesse [of] wrongs done to them, and for 
the shorte justice they founde in England ; that tyme voulde redresse 
these things, and in this meane tyme his good will should not want. 

I replied that I was comanded to assnre his Ma"* that his subiects 
ibund good justioe in England, yea with forour and expedicion ; I 
prayed him not to suffer him self to be abused, and to be content to 
beleue, as all others beleiud to their greif, that there was no justioe 
in Fiance. I tould him England would be ashamed that any pirate 
or murtherer notoryously knowne should escape Tnpunished; but 
oar Engliwh merchants could name the shippes which haue robbyd 
them, of what parte th^ are, whoe are theire captaines & owners, 
and where they dwell, and yet tiiere is no redresse ; and for better 
proufe tha«of I sayed I had even then receavid a byll firom your 
Ma*^ of sondeiy pirecyes comitted now latly, by the which all these 
things woulde be veryfied, and haTeing this bill in my hand did profer 
to shewe it unto him. 

The TTing aunswerid that he had ben accuBt(»ned to referre tiieee 
lyke matters to De Foix, but because he was not now here he would 
appointe some one of his counsell, of whose name I should be 
aduertised the next daye by Gondye, and would take order with him 
to giue justice with expedicion Tppon tiiese and all other complaints 
oocoringe. 

I toulde the King that there remained yet one other complaint 
which semed to be of greater importance then the former. I saide 
that the roarehants of England, deuring the tyme of the Kings bis 
predioesBors, had ben. alwades well receaued in all puts of France, 
^rell intreated, favorably Tsed, and aUso gratyfied with sondery 
u2 
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liberteyea and privilliges to their great comfort and comoditie, 
and to the great benifitt of the Kings which then reigned ; but now 
of late it is not enough that they are robbyd and spoyled on the seas, 
yf allso they be not yll intreated in matter of custom and other lyke 
dewtyes, and not only theire auncient lybertyes are taken from them, 
but they are allso chardged with new impositions, and in many 
otiier — 

{The MS. « imperfect here.) 

subiects gone in other vesdells to the reskew of Bochell; that 
these were not the good offices which the King her sonne expeotyd 
to receaue from your Highnes ; that these things were contrarie to 
the informacions of my last audience ; that she woulde not hide 
them from me ; that the remedy if theire be any was to be sought in 
the beginning ; that her sonne could not and would not indeure these 
iniuxies. Because these woords were of weight, I thought good to 
Tse her owne tearmesj that he wa« as toell able to make broylea m 
your realme as you m his; that his meanea was not so short as 
some supposed; that he was able aswell to defend hixn self as to 
■ oflfend your enymie, prayeing me to consider of these things. 

I answered that I was very glade to see her good inclynation to 
oonserue the amitie . betwen these ij Crownes ; that there was no 
readyer waye to effectuat this good meaning then to deale roundely 
and playnly ; that I thought her opinion to be yerie good to seek the 
remedy in the beginning; that these sunnysd iniuryes were rery 
Strang Tnto me ; that I conoeaued of them as of vntrew and £Eiyned 
reports ; that in honor she coulde doe no lesse then to reserue one 
eare for your Ma"' ; that these seuerall pretended iniuries had their 
seueraU consideracions ; and that if it would please her to giue me 
leaue, I would say my opinion of them seuerallie. I tolde her that 
touching the surmise of the fewer shippes supposed to be gone to 
Eochell with zii" men, I could in no wise be indeucyd to beleue it ; 
that concerning the three other shippes &, small barkes supposed 
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to be aett to the seas, yf it were indeed trew, she ought not to find 
it Strang ; and that, considering the pretenses of Fitzmories and the 
preparations made by La Boche, your Ma"^ had good cause to arme 
by sea. Here Queoi Mother intercepted me saying, What cause 
hath your misteres to sett shippes to the seas P Fitzmories is no 
more h^ie ; he went &om ts ill content and is gone to the Pope ; 
and touching Xa Boche you have hen satisfied, who hath ben 
comanded to attempt nothing f^ainst the Queen of Enghmd or her 
dominions, and if he doe he shalbe punished for it. I replyed that 
I was comanded by your Ma*^ to praye the King her sonne to take 
order with La Eoche to ceasse his preparacions ; that otherwise your 
Eighnes could not be satisfied ; that the King's awnswere was not 
so effectuall as I could have wished ; that to hare comanded him, 
and to threaten punishment for the breach of the comandement was 
not ynough ; that the punishment of many La Boches could not. 
countervail the troubling of your state or kingdome; that it had 
pleased her Ma^ to deale more lardgly with me herein then the 
King had done ; that being readye when, she sent for me to dis- 
patch my messenger, I had not forgotten to make trew reporte of 
her awnswere herein, and that I knewe your Ma* tooke it in good 
parte. Yt may he (said she,) my sonne awnswerid as you saye ; 
but I canne assuer you that he will awnswere for La Boche's doings 
against [your] misteres, and so you may informe her. Madame, 
(quod I,) I am Teiy gladd to receaiue this answere & will not 
&yle to make trew reporte of it ; and touching the last surmised 
iniurye of some Englyshmen gone to Rochell, I towld her that if it 
weare trewe, she ought not to fynd it strange that yong men fyndeing 
them selues at good leasure would [seek] theire adrantag; that 
diueres of your Maiest/s subiects, yes some that were of honorable 
houses, did seme the King her sonne against the Protestants ; that 
if anie namber were gone to Rochell, I thought your Ma* was not 
acquainted with theue doings and would not avowe them. 

Yt is not enough (saith she,) that the Queen your mistres doth 
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not aTOW them. This waa the practise of Lewes the XF*. But 
these shifts will not last for euer. Ia Personne and now an other 
(whome she named not,) are receaued in England. Whey dothe 
not the Queen comaund them and the rest to submitt thran seines to 
their King & Soueraigne, whoe is readie to receaue them with 
&Tor ? Madam, (quod I,) I find it Strang that you wonld so brydetl 
her Ha*** as it should not be lawfull for her to speake with La Fer- 
Bonne, a stranger passing thorough the cunteryes. Well, (sayeth 
she,) I wish these things were amended. My sonne may no longer 
beare these kind of deaHnge ; he is ready to be a frend yf he may 
be receared, and if not he is able to be an enimie. She sayde yonr 
Ma*" ought not to thinke that when the troubles here shalbe paci- 
fied they will sett Tppon you, which was not ment or intended. 
They desyer nothing more then to lire in peace with yon now and 
euer. I tonld her I might be bould to saye that your Ma*" was no 
lesse affected to keepe good amitie with l^em ; that you wonlde not 
attempt any thing to the contrarie, but oonstrayned by necessitie ; 
that this intelligence was greately nessessary for the one and the 
other kingdome ; that the greatenes of Franoe did maynetayne the 
greatenes of England, and so of the other syde ; that for my parte 
I loved peaoe so much as I would wishe the King ha sonne had 
made a good peace with his subiects, and that I thought it would 
be a happie peace for both parties. To conclud, I prayed her to 
informe me what assuerance she had of the certaine trewth of these 
surmised quarells. She answerid she did not remember particu- 
larities, but she would send one vnto me that should informe me, 
and BO praying me to reporte those things vnto your Ma"* I was 
dismissed. 

Tn the euening MonsT Fynart was sent vnto me to my lodging 
&om Queen Moth^ to informe me that the adnertisments geren 
to the King and Queen Mother were these : first, that seren or 
eight Engli^ shippes appointed in warlike manner w&e gone of 
late alonge the coast of Bretaigne, and passing by Vrest the cap' 
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there sent a piaaoe after them to riewe their doings, and doth 
reporte that for trewth they are gone to iRochell: Secondly, that 
there are armed at the Isle of Weight fower ahippes and eight or 
tenne hulkg in the name of the King of Navarre, but the shippes 
English, ihe cap"" UngUshe, the marryners Englishe, and all other 
provicyons English : Thirdly, that fewer of your Ma*^ ahippes are 
sett to the seas, in the which are xii" men, and haue ben seene 
making their course towards Eochell, as it semed : Lastlie, that 
your Ma*^ armith three oth^ shippes, which shalbe followed with 
small barks to keepe the seaa, and to doe such further interprise as 
shalbe thoughte meete. But (sayetii he,) these aduertisements come 
not from Hens' MaulTasiere (and this he r^ieated three or fowere 
lymes) but by other meanes. lioni^ Pinart made great protestacion 
of the good affection of t^ King and Queen Mother towards your 
Ma*^, and receaued againe the lyke firom me. We had great con- 
ferance in maoie thinges, and especyaJlie in the marchants' causes. 
Wherein he was content to yeald to the trewth, and to confesse that 
all things here were in disorder, and that the French harens were 
foil of pyrates and theues. He promiseth expedioion in all causes 
that oonsemeth your Maiest7*8 subiects, and desiereth me to vse 
him for my soUciter vppon all occasions occurring. Surely I cannott 
comend vnto your Highnes ynough aawell his wUlii^ readines as his 
plaine dealing in matters concerning your Maiestj's service. He 
complayneth of some wronges in general! tearmes, whereof he will 
give me the particularities, and aUso fyndeth great fault with the 
excessire chardges which the French sustayne in the prosecuting of 
their sewtes in England in matters of depradacions. 

In the end of my last conference with Queen Mother, I toiUd her 
that it would not be ynoughe to satisfie our English marchants for 
the wronges comitted already, onleast therewithal! order were taken 
that they might not be grered hereafter ; and therefore, the French 
pyrates and their shipping being notoriously knowne, did praye her 
to moue the King to wryght his lettres to the goremours of his 
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seuerall prorinces to take order that those knowne theyres might 
goe no more to the seas, as otherwise there would be no end of 
complaintes ; and to this purpose I haue deliuered the copie of the 
bill which I receaued &om your Ma*^ of the late spoUee done bj the 
French vppon the EngUsh marchants to Mon^ Pinart, whoe hath 
promised that order shalbe taken for all such as are mentioned in 
the same. 

Twoe such aa I knowe to be spyes for Queen Mother haue tould 
me within these twoe dayes that D: John hath tent to your Ma"* to 
requier the Queen of Scots for hig w\f. And' because this tale 
cometh &om suspected men, I doubt it hath some further meaning. 

The siege oontyneweth before Brou^^, where a supply of cxx, 
men or more hath entryd of late, and haue killed Cap" Chameieau 
and diueres of hJB companie, and is said that at the said instant 
those of Brouage yssued out and spoyled twoe peoes of ordenanee. 
The King semith to be verie resolute touchinge this matter of 
Brouage, wid being out of feare of the Reistres for this yeare doth 
bend now all his forces against yt, intending to haue it at anie price 
whatsoeuer. Yt is thought that the end of this seige wilbe no lesse 
daungerous then chardgable to the King ; the D: of Maine haueing 
aduertised of late, that onles speedy [order] be given for new 
supplies, he shalbe forced to departe with shame and discreditt. 
This matter of Brouage trouhleth this courte marvelously, and 
especyallie because the honour of the House of Guyse is touched 
herein. 

The bruyct aduertised by my last messenger oontineweth of the 
league conduded for certaine yeares betwen the Turke and the King 
of Spayne ; which being trew, it is lyke that the French King hath 
ben the mediator betwene them, and then it behoreth your Ma*** to 
consider of it. 

After I bad endid with Queen Mother in my first audiraice, I 
declarid to the French Quene, that I was Terie glad to haue that 
occation to com to her presence, thereby to be assu^d of her good 



d by Google 



BIB AMIAS FOtTLST 8 LETTERS. 89 

estate, whereof I knewe no Frincesse would be more glad than your 
Ma"". She desiered me to do her most bartie comendacions to jour 
Highnes, and to pray you to thmke that no Frincesse wished better 
Tnto you. And thus I comitt yoiu- most excellent Ma* to the 
men^full tuicion of the Almightie. 



To M* Wallsinghah. 

It may please your Honour to receaue inclosyd herein the copie 
of my lettres sent to her Ma*", and of others to my Lord of Lecyster, 
not doubting but that Nycasius and my sonne .are with you long 
before this tyme. I haue not to trouble your Honour at this pre- 
sente with anie other particularities ; only to pray you to oontiaew 
your good favor towards me, and to lett me heare from you how the 
world goeth in your parts. I thanke you most humbly for your 
good rranemberance in the dispatch of John Tupper. Your Honor 
knoweth that Hie bUl of depredacions which I receaued now from 
you ia lesse then suffioient for manic causes to enter into anie parti- 
cular sewt tot anie thinge mentioned in the same, wherein the 
seuerall merchants must doe their seuerall indeavors, and Mons*^ 
Dorsey beiQg now here is comanded to give speedie justice. 

Your Honor would marrile if you knew the practises that are here 
Tsyd to oome within me, wherein greate personages are imployed 
(hesydea other of meaner calling) vnder color of great fiyndeshipp. 
This sheweth the great jealousie and distrust which they haue 
oonoeaued of her Ma"* ; and for my part, I trust, by the grace of 
Ck>d, to beate them with their owne rods. I am suer I know 
[some such] as are imployed this waye. 

Yt may please your Honor to doe me the pleasure to send the 
copie of my lettres to the Querai to my Lord Treasorer, yf he he 
not at the court. 

This bearer. Mr. Throckmorton, bath prayed me to give him leaue 
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to r^aier into England, being berevnto leqinered hj his mother as 
he sayeth, whoe hath promised to gett him lycence to travil into 
Italie, because hareing now gotten the French tong in good per- 
fection, he cannott make any other profitt by his abode in France. 
To be playne with you, I thinke my self very happy that I mn 
honestly deliuered of him. He is a Tsrie yonge man, and hath his 
imperfections, which riper yeares and good councell may remoue 
from him. He may not goe into Italie without the companie of 
some honest and wyse man, and so I haae tould him, and in manie 
other things haue dealt rery playnely with him. I heare he hath 
ben cbardgable to his mother, which must be imputed to his follie, 
hareing had his meate and drinke with me for him self and his mann, 
and [I] haue not only from his firstcoming to Paris provided him of 
a horae, but allso haue found his horse att my chardges. His mother 
prayeth that his coming ouer may seme to proceed of his owne 
request, because the Queen shall not be offended with it, &c. 

To MT L: OP Leycester. 

My very good Lord, I forbeare to trouble your Lordship with the 
particularities of my late negotiation with the French Kinge and 
his Mother, because I doubt not but that her Ma"° will acquainte 
you with the same, and indeed [it] shall not be vnmeet in my simple 
opinion to be considered by your Lordship and others her fiuthfull 
councellora, as a matter that will serve to decypher some parte of 
our French humour. I wiU not presiune of other our thoughts 
to iudge in matters of great importance ; only this I will saye, that I 
praye Ood they finde not here that her Ma"* is afi&aied of La Boche 
and his companions, and they wiU not £Eiyle to hold her att this baye 
Tnf^ll t^ey have served all other tumee. Your Lordship shall find in 
my lettres to her Ma*^ that the King h&ee maketh mention of som 
shippes that are gone forthe already, which in good judgment (yf I 
be not deceared) coiild not be geven out by him to any other end 
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then to terrifie her Ma*, and thereby to withdrawe her from some 
other interprise, which he might suspect she had taken in hand. 
And my last audienoe with Queen Mother doth seme to conferme 
this coniecture, in the which she is content to saye vppon these last 
newea of preparacions in England, that the King will awnswere for 
La Boche'a doings, which he might not well doe yf his shippes 
weore gone fourtii ab^ady with intent to attempt anie thinge 
against her Ma*". 

There is little newe matter stering here other then such as your 
Lordship shall fynd in my lettres to her Ma*. And thus resteing 
att your Lordship's comandement, I comitt you to the tuicion of 
the Allmightie, whoe alwaies preserue your honorable Lordship. 
Poictiers, &c. 



To HT L: Tbeasobbb. 

My very good Lord, Yf your Lordship be at the Court, I doubt 
not but her Ma"* will acquainte you with my lettres sent presentlie 
vnto her; and if your Lordship be not tiiere I have prayed 
M' Wallsingham to send the copie vnto you, the same being of 
so great leangth, and the matter requiering a speedy dispatch, as 
for want of tyme as lykewise of helpe, one of my clarks being 
now in England, I could not make a copie for your Lordship ; 
submitting my self most humblie to your Lordship's censure as- 
well in these lettres as in all my other doeings, which I trust to 
find as Modely and as farorable as heretofore, and in deeds the 
great and constant opinion which I have conceauid hereof is my 
greatest comfort in this tyme of this troublous service. I knowe 
no otiier thinge worthey ihe writing then is cont^med in my 
lettres to her Ma"*, and thus restiDg att your comandement, I 
comitt your Lordship to the merciftdl tuicion of the Ahnightie, whoe 
allwaies preserue you. Poicters. 
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To MT L. OF Wabwickb. 



My rerie good Lord, Tt may please your Lordship to be content 
with fewe lynes Tntyll I may find some better store of matter. The 
only doings att this presente in France onthisyde Idnguedocq are 
before Broui^, where the seige continewetfa, the King being no less 
resolute to win it then tiiey to defend it. A newe supplye of czx 
mrai or theare abouts is enterid the towne of late, and now they 
talke no more of their wante of bread, watter, or munitions ; and in 
deed theire daylie doings do shewe they are not vnproTided of all 
things necessarie. Yt is said that the [King] is assurid the Beistres 
will not trouble him this yeare, so as now what course he will take 
is mcertayne. I haue had twoe audiences this last week at greate 
length, and do finde the King and Queen Mother Terie jealous of her 
Ma"""" fifindshippe. This bearer cann informe your Lordship of the 
state of the Gourte here in all things apperteyning. And here, for 
want of more store of matter, I must oomitt your good Lordship to 
the mercifull tuicion of the Allmightie. Poicters, &c. 



To M'' WiLMON. 

Sir, I should foi^tt my self to much, yf I did not congratulate 
your saefe retome into England by some fewe lynes, which shall 
seme only to pray you to accompt of me as of one that you may 
comaimde. There is no other talke here then of Brouage, and indeed 
their is no oth^ action in hand on this syde I^mguedocq, where 
Dampuille doth his best indeavor to shewe his best affection towards 
the King his master. Wee doe not cease to treate of peace, and 
perchance necessitie may bring it to passe. Brouage semith to be 
reasolute, and ihe Kingsemeth to be no lesse reasolut to haue it. It 
hath ben a longe, costlie, and bloudie si^. The King is no longer 
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in feare of the Bdstres, and now what course he will take is vncer- 
taine. This is aU I can tetl you of our state here. My serrante 
forteskewe hath prayed me to put you in rranembOTance of a sup- 
plicaoion remayning in your hands, exhihited in the £EiTor [of] one 
French for a shippe builded by him. Wherein it may please you to 
doe him the pleasure that you may. And thus, &c. 

• To MK Dai-b. 

Qood Mr. Bale, I haue receaued your lettres of the xix*^ of the 
laste, sent by John Tupper, and doe thanke you much for your 
aduertument of the state of things in those parts. The seige con- 
tynewetii before Brouage, and the [King is] very resolute to goe 
t^oroi^h with it at anie price what soeuer. The Duke of Neuers 
hatii yet attempted nothing in Lymoson, and what course he will 
take is not yet certaine. No talke of Reistres, and the King semith 
to be settelid in Poicters. Vntill Brouage be wonne, their wilbe no 
other newes walkeing. And thus with my most hartie comendacions, 
I leaue to trouble you, comittioge, &c. 

To M" Sbcebtart Wallsinohau. 

Yt may please you to Tnderstand, by this copie inclosed, t^e good 
ecpedidon which hath ben vsed here touchinge the causes of the 
English marchants, and tiiere is good hope that the conclusion wilbe 
no lease farorable. After I had receiued this order, I informed 
Hons' Finart that I had a veryfication touching 360 crownea con- 
signed, where vppon I had the next daye the King's lettres patentes 
for the discbardg thereof. These English merchants, at their repaier 
vnto me, desiered onlie the restitucion of the money consigned, to be 
restored to the lib^rtie of the firee faires, and to haue reformacion 
touching the weight of l^ire ballots (P), of which thre points, the first 
being granted already, the other two are so easilie proved as the 
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marchants alreadie hold them assuerid. But finding the tymes con- 
venient, and considering the importance of their other greifes, I 
thought good to requiffl them to make fynall declaracion of all their 
complaints ; which I exhibited to the King, and perchance some 
good may foUowe of il In the end of my last audience with the 
King and Queen Mother, I was a sutor vnto them as of my self, for 
fowCT English prisoners condempned to' the gallies, whose offence was 
onlie this, that they aborded a French barke by oomandement of 
their captain, who was immediatlie separated &om them by foull 
weather, so as the Frenchmen caryed these Englishemen into 
France. I was the more bold to deale herein, because they weare 
simple men and no other hut comtm mariners, and aUso that they 
had not robid anie French goods, or killed anie manne, and in deed 
I was verie earnest with the King and Queen Mother for their 
deliuerie. The King answered that Tppon infommcion of the cir- 
cumstances of their facte he would give me hia reasonable answere. 
I had procuered lettres at this tyme &om the procuer^ice at Paris to 
the Chancellour, makeing full declaracion of all the particularities of 
their proces. 

In my last awdyence with Queen Mother, I put her in rranem- 
berance of my seiute, who promised not to fayle to further it. The 
vi*^ of this presente, Mons' I^nsacq and Mons' Pinart ware sent Tnto 
me [to state] that the prisoners were geren Tnto me, aswell for my 
gratificacion in my first request, as allso vppon hope that I would 
procuer the lyke favor to be shewed to the French vppon lyke 
occasions occurring. They were allso willed to informe me of the 
expedicion geven in the caweses of the English marchants, saying 
that they doubted not but that I woiild make such report thereof as 
the French marchants might be assuerid to find the lyke justice in 
England. Herevppon we grew into long talke of the presente state 
of our cunteries ; wherein I concluded with them that for one pirate 
in England they had tenne in France ; that for one pyraeie comitted 
these twoe yeares last past by the English vppon the French, there 
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hath ben tenne done by the French vppon the Bnglish ; and that at 
this presente all their haTens wrare full of roners and theues, which 
was fiiyntely denied. 

The D. of Neuers ys repayered hether, and his armie marcheth 
towards Brouage, as lykewise all that may be spaird from the 
oourte and cmitery is sent thether. The King is verie resolute in 
this matter of Brouage, wherein he sparlth neyther men nor monye. 

The King of Nararre ys repayered to Bei^racq, where all the 
Deputies for the Religion are assemblyd, and did beginne the t^ of 
this presente to oonferr with the Deputies &om the King touching 
the Treatie of Peace. The TTiTig proferyth the Edict of 1570. The 
King of Narare requiereth the last Edict with some quaUficatious. 

There is great hruite here of new troubles in Flanders. 

Arnold, secretarie to Mons' Maulvasiere, arryued here the li* of 
this presente, whoe geueth out secretly that her Ma"* axmith all 
her shippes. 

Yt is said here that La Noue, La Ferdin, and the Vloounte de 
Touradne come to the succor of those of Brouage ; and euen now it 
u given out that Mons' and the D. of Neuers shall departe &om 
hens to Angoulesme or Coignacq the xtj"* of this presente. 

Marans is said to be taken by those of Bochell. 

Mr. Sickener hath promised to conraye these lettres from B<oa2L 
with as good speed as he may without any ohai^ to her Ma*. And 
tims I comitt you to the merd&ll tuicion of the Allmightie. From 
Poicters, the xiij"" of August, 1577. 

To THB Engliske Maechantb of Roan. 

I haue mouyd the King and Queem Mother for redresse of your 
greefes, signified Tuto me by this bearer M' Thomas Bickner; 
wherein I hane received such answere as may appeere rnto you by 
this Gopie inclosed, finding the King and Queen Mother rerie 
willing to take ord^ in your causes, as may appertayne to equitie 
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and justice. So as you shall thinke good to appomt« some of your 
companie to followe their sewte, there is good hope that your labour 
will not be lost ; wherein you shalbe assuerid to haue my TttennoBt 
furtherance, and shall thinke my self happie if I may be the insfaru- 
ment to procuer any to those of my countery. I had no acoesse to 
the TfiTig in thre weekes after my comyng hether, which is the cause 
that this bearer retomith no soner, of whose honest and ^ythfoU 
dilligence I will saye nothing, because he is no stranger vnto you. 
And thus, &c. Poicters, xiJj*^ of August, 1677. 



To M^ Secketabie Wallsinghah. 

Yt may please your Honour to be aduertised that the xriij of this 
presente, in the morning. Mens' Gondy was sent from the King and 
Queen Mother vnto all the Ambassadors to informe them Uiat 
Bronage was yelded by composition, and that the capttaines and 
sowdyours there wctc already or should shortly repaier to Bochdl 
in some of the King's galleys for their better sewratie. The xix'' all 
the other ambassadors had audience, and the same daye I also 
askyd audience, which was appointed the zx*" imediatUe after the 
King's dinner, at which tyme resorteing to the Courte, because the 
King was busied as it was said, I was first brought to Queen 
Mother, vnto whom I rsed suche speache as I thought most con- 
venient for this subiect of congratulation, and received from her 
suche ordinary answere as at other tymes vppon like occasioue, 
omittinge to make recitaU of the particularities as troublsome and 
superfluous. In the end of these complaints, Queen Mother told 
mee that the Kinge her sonne was now in good hope to reduce bis 
subiects to theire due obedience, and that nobody could let there 
good purpose but the Queen my mistres. I answered that her 
Ma*^ had, many and sondiy wayes, giuen her good cause to he- 
leeve that no other did more desire it, or would be more glad of yt. 
Yf, (saith shee,) wee may receiue from her deedes answerable to her 
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wordes, all wilbe welL Madame, (q* I,) you hare receaved from 
her hitherto good offices of good frindsheepe, and so shall here after 
yf you give no cause to the contrary. What say you to yt 
(saithe shee,) that the Queen your miatres hathe sent of late tenn 
thousand angells into Germanye ? To what end P (q' I,) to make a 
leary of ij' Reistres ? Tenn thousand angells (saith shee,) are Ix** 
franckes, and it is a good heipe to laye the ground plott of a levy 
of Reistres. This is as true (q" I,) as the last tale of Ix" aogeUes, 
and of the Englishe ehippes which you said to have ben seene by a 
gallion of Brest to enter into B>ochell, and manye other like quarellfi 
which you have founde by good experience to be malltiously foiled 
by soche as envy the happie quietnes betweene these two Orownes. 
And your Mistres (saithe she,) hathe ben likewise informed of many 
vntruthes touchinge Fytzmorioe and otherwayes. I answered that 
her Ma"* had alwayes reserved one eare for the King her sonne, 
and suspended her judgement vntiU shee had received her answer. 
And so dothe the King my sonne, (saithe shee ;) but I pray you, 
Mons' L'embaaadeur, let vs have good deedes. Madam, (q' I,) I 
beliue constantly you are already satisfied in your hart that you 
shaU have no other from her Ma*^. I trust (saith she,) I shalhe 
satisfied shortly by you. And so, after some ordinary ceremonyes, I 
was dismissed. Then I was conveyed to the King, vnto whom I vsed 
like speacbe in effect as before to the Queen his mother. The Kinge 
answered that it was a thinge vsuall amongst all Princes alyed to- 
gether in good amytye to certifle the one the other of suche good 
happes as fell vnto them, and for his parte he would not omytte this 
good office towardes her Ma*", and therefore did not fEiyle to adver- 
tise me of this m&Uex of Brouage, not doubtinge but that for the 
good and perfect amytie which was now and hathe so longe continued 
betweene the Queen my mistres and him, she would reioyce with 
him in all his prosperitie, as of his part he is moche comforted when 
he herethe of any good hape that CaJlethe vnto her. Then he dis- 
coursed vrith me very Camyliarlye of the estate of Brouf^> of the 
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great store of salt that was there, and that aocordinge to the com- 
position the soldiers were [not] molested in lyf or goodes. I replyed 
that I was very glad to heaxe that he had dealt so &Torahly with 
them, which was not only honourable but also profltable in my 
B^ple opinion. I told him that lus power and mercye joygned 
together were the best meanes. to reduce his subiects to theire due 
' obedience, and to restore his realme to his former quietnes. I desire 
nothinge more (said the King,) then to see that day ; and to that 
purpose I have now longe tyme employd one of the chiefest about 
me. I told him that no prince or princesse would be more glad to 
se him duly and generally obeyd of his subiects then her Ma"*, and 
80 prayd him to thinke notwithstandinge the sland^vus and seditious 
reports which hare been brought ynto him and vnto the Queen bis 
mother, who bad made me acquainted with them in my last 
audience. My mother (saith the Kii^,) hathe gOTemed this estate 
many yeares, and bathe alwayes accustomed to deale plainely and 
rowndlye with her &endes, as of his parte be had don the like, and 
trusted to receive like measure againe. I answered that he had 
found by good experience that her Ma"* bad vsed like rowndnes 
towardes him, and had acquainted him from tyme to tyme with the 
iust and sound groundes of her suspicions and jalousies, reserringe 
alwayes one eare for his answer : but (q' I,) the principall meanes to 
norishe and increase good amitye betwene you is to have a good 
opinion the one of the other, and then you will not easyly be caried 
awaye by the sinister instigation of suche as desire nothinge more 
then to bringe former quiet into dissention, and in steed of amytie 
and peace to kindle the fire of discord and trouble betwene these 
two Crownes. I am not hastie (saithe the King,) to conceare vn- 
kindnese of my good syster the Queen your mistres ; and I trust to 
be satisfied by you in all theise surmised iniuries to my full con- 
tentation. This was the effect of the speache that passed betwene 
the King and me. 
Yt is easie to see that the Queen Mother hathe conceaved some 
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ainister opinion of her Ma*", and indeed she would not confesse in 
any wise that she was satisfied in her hart, althoughe I Ti^^ed her 
Tnto yt twise or thrise. 

I may not fo^t to tell your Honor that when Mons' Gondy 
came Tnto me to informe me of that newes of this matter of 
Biouage, he told me the D: of Mayne enteryd into Brouage with 
foure companies of footemen tiie xr*^ of this presente. Surely theise 
men care not what they say, and no doubt [this] was said vnto me of 
purpose, thinkinge I would have ben in hast to advertise her Ma"* of 
this great matter of Brouage, and indeed the King in his conferrence 
with me told me that he doubted not but that I had already given 
adrertisment therof to her Ma*^. I answered that I thought good 
to speake first with his Ma* to knowe his further pleasure to the 
Queen my mistres. I cannot coniecture of any other cause of this 
kind of dealinge, then that the Trench Ambassador there hathe per- 
swaded them here that England quakethe for feare at the first 
newes of anye letle prosperitie that hapnethe to the King's side, 
and therefore would be glad to have theire good newes caryed into 
England lardgely and speedyly. The truthe of this matter, as farr 
as I can leame, is this, that those of Brouage had no want of men, 
munition, biefe, bread, heaves, oyle, and other like necessaries, but 
found themselves moche encombred with theire sicke and hurt men, 
and were not best provided of good surgeons. This griefe was 
vnknowne vnto the enemye, who looked rather to heare that the 
seage should be levyed then that the towne should be rendred. 
Diverse brave gentlemen of this court were repaired hither firome 
thence not above foure dayes before the composition, in vtter dispaire 
of the good successe of this siege. Many said that the D. of Maine 
was rather besieged then those within Brouage, and that there was 
no posibilitye to wynne this towne in six weekes. This was the 
opinion of all men, when sodainly those of Brouage treftte of com- 
position, which was agreede in this sorte, that they should depart 
safely with bagge and bagage, the oisigne folded, the dromme at 
o 2 
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the backe, their weapons in th^ handea, the match lighted, and 
should carj with them a canon and a cullTerin, parcell of the 
ordinance of Brouage. Some say that theise thinges depended vppon 
many other conditions, whereof beinge eecretly advertized, and con- 
syderinge that multa cadunt inter calicem et labra, I thought good 
to forbeare to write TntiLl I might advertise some mattCT of cer- 
taintye. The B. of Maine had written to the King that the first 
messenger after the yeddiage of the towne should be Mons' 
D' Aumom (?) . This messenger came not, nether any other> vntill the 
xxii"' of this presente, late in the night, and in this meane tyme it 
was generally receaved and beUeved for a matter of tmthe that those 
of Brouage had revoked their composition ; but this corier bathe 
assured the King that the towne is yeelded vnto him. 

Mons' Villeroy ys arrived here lately fifom the King of Navarre, 
and it is said that Mons' de Biron is allreadie in bis way hitherwards, 
accompanied with Mons' de S* Genys and Mons' D'Bseguya, Deputes 
from the King of Navarre ; so as there is great likelihood of peace 
accordinge to this Act enclosed, which was writt^i at Be^ecacq by 
a man of good creditt the xix'' of this presente. Yf the Peace take 
effect, yt is for fear of the Reistres. 

I heare of nothing done in Languedocq, where some say the 
King's service is moche bindred for want of money. 

The ambassador of Spaine departed hence towardes Nantee the 
xix"' of this presente, where he intendethe to ymbarke bimselfe for 
Spain, havinge lefte bis secretary here in this Court. 

Your Honour shalbe assured to heare frome me touchinge the 
Low Contreys vppon every good occasion occurringe. 

And thus I comitt your Honour to the &c. Foictiers. 

To M 'Waxsingeah. 

August 24, J thankc your Honour most humbly for the great fkvour and 
courtesie which it pleased you to shew vnto my sonne at bis late 
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beinge in England, wheron I am confirmed in my fonner opinion 
of your good and oBBured firondfihipp towardea me. I trust you 
accompt of the &ther and the sonne as of those that are truly and 
Cuthefollye at your commaundement, and ao wUl oontinue for ever. 
I trust you hare receaved my lettres sent hy M' Bickner of Roane, 
the report mentioned in the same touchinge Marena beinge mtreue. 
I am very glad to Tnderstand by my sonne, and do thinke my selfe 
deeply bounde mto your Honour, that it pleasethe you to consyder 
alreadie of my retome into England, which cannot be [so] sone as 
I wishe. I canne he content that my other honourable irindes do 
take pitty of me in respect of my great charge here ; but I must 
say Tnto you as to my best fiind, that sythence my cominge firom 
Paris my expences hathe h&a. Tery reasonable, & could live here 
longe tyme before it should pinche me, and yet I pray you let 
no meanes be omitted that may serve to farther my retome into 
England. 

This bearer John Roberts was put vnto me by 8' John Yoimge, 
and at his owne request hathe continued in Fans sythence my 
cominge firom thence for his better leaminge of the language, 
vntUl now of late he is repaired hither to make me acquainted 
with his retome into Bnglaud. 

Yt may please your Honour to excuse me to my Lord Tresorer, 
mto whom I forbeare to write, because I heare by my sonne that 
he is not at the Court. 

Besides the chalendge made by Queen Mother of 10000 angelles, 
it is given out by some others that her Ma''' hathe given a greater 
somme, but I make no hast to advertise theise thinges for dinerse 
causes. 

Because I hard by my sonne that my Lord of Leicester was not 
at the Court, I have sent the copie of theis lettres to bis Lordship. 

Thexe bathe ben some broyle in Roohell, and some say some 
captaines have ben hanged there of late. I have no opinion of 
this peace, but looke zather that the King of Navaire wilhe 
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sharpelf folowed yf the Reistres come not. There hathe ben here 
Bodaine tfikinge Tp of horses, sodaine takinge of great store of 
bread, and sodainely disappointed with losse. ■ 

When Hke Swyses departed firom hence towardea Srouage they 
earied ther bread with them, because it is not to be found in that 
way. This viage is but differred as some say. Yt is thought that 
Mods' Biron will be here this night. Haringe stayed this messenger 
one day vppon hope of bis commingei for some causes, &c. 



To MT li: op Lbtcebteb. 

My very good Lord, Beinge advertised by my sonne of your 
Lordship's absents firam the Court at bis cominge from thence, and 
doubtinge where theise lettres may find you, I have thought good 
to trouble your Lordship with this oopie inclosed of my lettres to 
M' Secretary Walsingham, therby to geve you fully to vnderstand 
of the state of thinges here at this presente. I thanke your Lord-^ 
ship most humbly of the great &Toure and curtesie which it 
pleased you to shewe of late vnto my sonne, a manifest argument 
of your good affection which you beare vnto his &ther, most 
humbly prayinge your Lordship to accompt of ts bothe as of your 
sarrants at comaundement. 

I have ben delayed by the marchant who promised to provide me 
of moyles for your Lordship; trustinge to bare them shortly, 
wherein my Tttermost indevore shall not want, and shalbe alwayes 
ready to do your Lordship in all other thinges all the service that 
may lye in my letle power, &c. Poicliers. 



To MT L. OP Wabwickb. 

My very good Lord, I ame right sory to heare of your Lordship's 
sicknes, and shalbe no lesse comforted with the newes of your to- 
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covOTy, wMch God graunte. Tt may please your Lordship to hold 
my Bonne excused that he did not repaire vnto you at his late 
beinge in Englaode, which he had not fayled to hare done, if he 
had not ben tyed to dayly attendance for her Ma"; answere to my 
lettres sent by him, most humbly prayinge your LordBhip to thinke 
that bothe the father and the sonne are and wilbe alwayes at your 
oomaundement. 

All men here bare found yt very straunge that Brouage should 
treate of composition, and more sirannge that they should so slenderly 
yeeld the towne to the enymie, haTinge no want of men, munition, 
Tictualea, or any other thinge necessary for a towne of warre; 
as those of the other side report, to the great shame and reproche 
of the besieged. All men say that yf Cap" Serys, a gentle- 
man of Poictou, had lived, theire towne had not ben yelded. This 
gentleman bathe donne great tbinges dwringe this siege, and waa 
slayne in a skinmshe before the towne a few dayes before yt was 
yeelded. This only excuse is alleadged that, baringe many hurt 
and sicke men, they were not provided of good surgeons. 

Mons' Yylleroy is com lately &om the Kinge of Navarre, and Mona' 
Byron is cominge, accompanied with two Deputes from the said 
King, BO as some thinke this Peace may be made. What shall become 
of the armye that was before Tssorye, and the army of the Buke of 
Maine, is yet vncertaine. Ther is no new thinge of ymportanoe out 
of Languedocqe. And thus I leave to trouble your Lordship, comit- 
tinge you to the tuicion of the Almighty. Poictiers. 

To HT L. OF SuaaEX, 

My very good Lord, This contrey is so baren of good news as yt is An^nst 2i, 
hard to find any thinge wurthy of a good man ; and yet good and ^^''* 
badd must be taken in good part ; the good as a blessinge without 
our deserts, the yll as a punishement in mercye for our amendment. 
The troubles continew, not without some hope of peace, to which 
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purpose Mons' Vylleroy is arrired from the King [of Navarre]. 
Brou^e is yeelded 'by composition, when nothinge lesse was ex- 
pected, where there was no want of men, munitions, or victaalles, 
as ther enymies report in great derision. It is said that the 
besiegers had more cause to complaine then those hesieged. I 
have written at some lengthe to M' Walsingham, and I know his 
lettres will not be kept from you, and therefore I will trouble your 
liordship no farther at this present, besechinge you to accompt of 
me as of one that is wholy at your commaundement. And tkaa 
I comitt your good Lordship to the tuioion of the AJmightie. 
Poietiers. 

To MR Tbeasoreb. 
I thauke your Honour most hiunbly for your lettres sent by my 
Sonne, and for your advertisment of the newes of Flanders, wherein 
GK>d shewethe as well his just judgement against theire orueltyes 
practized there of late, as also his mdeserred mercy towardes poore 
England, whose quietnes is intertained by the harmes of our neigh- 
bours ; and Tnleast this help did serve the toume, I doubt least our 
securitye would throwe vs headlonge into many dangers. Brouage 
is rendered, and very slenderly if it be truly reported ; no want of 
men, munition, or vittells ; this only excuse ia said to be aleadged, 
tbat they had many hurt men, and were mprovided of good sui^eons. 
They depart with bagge and baggage, and carry with them a cannon 
and a culverin parcell of the ordinance of Brouage. The Treaty of 
Peace is not yet broken, and some say that certaine Deputes come 
hither from the King of Navarre very shortly, Mons' Villeroy beinge 
allredy arrived. And thus I comitt your Honour, &c. 

To M* Wilkes. 

Sir, I have receaved your lettres very gladly, aswell because they 
come from so good a frend, as also for the good advertis^uents 
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conteined in the same, which are very profitahle rnto mjr service 
here. I thanke you most hartely for them, and doe pray you to 
continew them, wherin you shall do me soche a pleasure as I shall 
not be able to acquit you. You are assured of my poore good will, 
and ahalbe for ever. Brouage hathe treated of composition con- 
trarye to the ejtpectation of all men, and is yeelded to the King. 
They cannot excuse yt for want of men, TictuaUs, or munitions. 
God would have yt so. The deathe of Captaine Seris, slaine in a 
sklrmishe of late before the towne, is thought to he the only cause 
of the losse of the towne. Qreate lykelyhood of peace ; and to that 
purpose Mons' Vylleroy is retomed from the King of Navarre, who 
sendethe hither his Deputes very shortly. Ciod send ts a good peace, 
and yet no peace can be so badd as this blody warre. Fare well, 
good M' Wilks. From Poictiers, &c. 



To M** SEcaBTART Waisingham. 

Yt may please your Honor to be advertised that Mons' de St. Septembris 
Grcnes and Mons' d'Eseguyses, Depuiyea for the King of Navarr, and 
De Pryses, Deputy for Koehell, De Scorbiavge (?) for Montauban, 
and Segur for Daulphin, arrived here with Mons' de Biron, the 
ixiij'* of the last, where they have founde the King marvelouslye 
well affected to make peace with his subiects, and have resolved 
vppon these articles inclosed, standinge now only vppon these two 
points. The first for the exercise of religion in Ficardye, as in all 
other provinces ; which the King will in no wise admitt (what is 
meant herin your Honor can best consydyr), and the Deputyes will 
not be perswaded to leave yt. The seconde for the townes to be 
appointed for theire securitye, wherein Mons'' Byron and his asso- 
ciates have full comission to resolue at their retome to the King of 
Navarre, the Deputies heinge fully perswaded that these tbinges 
wilbe agreede vppon to their satisfaction, and do assure them selves 
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that this peace is aUredye concludid. The King hathe told them 
that if, all sinister (Sections set a parte, they would condescend to 
reasonable condicons, he would not fayle to keepe inviolably what- 
soever was f^reede betweene them, without any modyfication, 
restraint, or alteracion that might in any sorte tende to the breache 
or diminution of this composition. I am not acquainted with these 
Deputyes, and in this dangerouse tyme would not procure to have 
any accesse vnto them, and therefore I cannot assure your Honor 
of the truthe of tbeise thinges which I have learned by other 
meanes, and yf I he deceaved, am deceaved with companye. Tt is 
said that the Deputies report very honorably of Queen Mother, as 
the principall or rather author of this peace. 

I have had dayly intiligence with the Deputies by my sonne and 
other ministers, and have informed them of my simple opinion 
touchinge theire proceedinges. In this one thinge wee do not agree, 
that they thiuke veryly that the King in this treaty dothe not vse 
the counsell of the Chauncellor, the Cardinall of Guise, the Du: of 
Nevers, and soche other aa are knowne to be ennemyes to this 
Peace ; but dealethe only herein with his mother, his brother 
Byron, and Vylleroye. I pray God they be not deceaved. The 
dissimulations of this Court passe all vnderstandinge. I doubt this 
peace be made with intent to enterprise some mischeife against 
England or Flanders. Notwithstandinge this treaty of peace, the 
actions of hostility have not ceassed, the Prince of Cond6 havinge 
passed the ryrer of Chiurent with intent to meete with the King of 
Navarre nere to Pont, which he hathe performed. Whereof the 
Du. of Mayne beinge adertised hathe pursued the Prince with all his 
forces vppon hope either to constraine him to fight, or to put himselfe 
into Pontz, and now it is certaine that they have foiight without any 
greate hurt of either side, and the Prince is safely retyred to S* 
Jeane d'Angelie. Jeniasacq, a Revon that maryed Teligine's syster, 
was sl^e in this skinnishe of the King's partye. Besides the 
bruite of the towne of Paris, it hathe ben nowe theise six dayes 
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spoken openlye in this Courte, that the Queen of Scotta ys in the field 
assisted with diverse of the nobility. Arnold, secretary to Maut 
Vissiere, havinge received lettres out of England by a curriare, the 
xiiiij''' of the last, [is] said to have confirmed this rumore secretlye to 
his frindes ; but he wUl confesse nothinge to me or anye of myne. 
Be Farge, one of the brothers of the Lambouillets, and in great 
&TOure with Monsieur, departed &om hence in poste towardes Paris, 
the xxx"" of the last, and shalbe folowed by Petro Paulo and other 
Italians. I am giren to vnderstand that his enterprise ys for Qenes, 
and if I were not so jalouse of England and the Lowe Gentries, 
I would easylye beleve yt. Tour Honour may perchaunce leame 
the truthe where you are, and I will gett here what I canne. 

Puygalliard is come hither Ihis daye, and diuers of the nobilitye 
of the armye of Duke of Mayne are dismissed, some to their houses 
and some to the court, and some thioke that the Duke wilhe here 
shortely. And thus I comitt your Honour, &c. Poictiers, &c. 

These news inclosed of Maunders are old and stale ; but because 
they are the newest that we have here, I ame bold to send them. 
T^me did not serve me to make an other copie of this bill, and 
therefore yt may please your Honour to accept yt as yt is. 

This bill may not be given abroade because the hand may be 
knowne to be some Frenchmen. 



To MY L. OF Leycestbb, 
My VCTye good Lord, There is great Ukelihode that this Peace 
will be made at the last, to which purpose two Deputyes for the 
Eiug of Navarre, one for the Rochell, another for Montauban, 
and the fifthe for Daulphind, have ben here with the King, and are 
said to have obtained some thinges to theire good contentacion, the 
residew beinge referred to Biron and Vylleroy, whoe are retoumed 
to the King of Navarre with ample comission to conclude this 
Peace, and now there is no taike here but of peace. 
p2 



d by Google 



108 COPY-BOOK OP 

Gktd graunt yt maye be perpetual! to the quiet and sewertie of the 
Protestants of this reahne and theu^ neighbors 1 

My zipher to M' Wallsingham hathe some other thinges which I 
dare not commit to your Lordship's zipher, and do wishe that yt 
would please you to give me a better. 

The Duke beinge advertized that the Prince of Cond^ had passed 
the river of Charente (which he did to coaferre with the King of 
Navarre, and did performe his intent), was in greate hope to have 
taken him in a pitfall. 

But the Prince ys safelye arrived at S' Jean d'Angelie, and no 
hurte done of etbere side, savinge that Jenissacq, a Revolt that 
maryed TeUgine's syster, was theire alaine of the King's partye. Yt 
is brutyd here and received for truthe by manye that there is some 
troubles in England, wherein I dare say they speake as they would 
have yt, but I trust my contreymen axe not wearye of theire 
welfiare. 

Yt ys thought that the Duke of Maine, whoe is now at Angoulesme, 
wilbe shortlye here, manye of the nobilitye of his armie beinge 
dismissed, some gone to theire houses, and some come hither. And 
thus, &c. 



To THE Eablb of Waebwickb. 

My verye good Lord, Yt may seeme that the Protestants make no 
great accompte of the losse of Brouage, beinge reported to stande as 
styflye vppon theire first articles for the conclusion of the Peace as 
yf Brouage were yet in theire possession. They say that the losse 
of La Charity, Yssoire, and Brouage, three small villages as they 
terme them, canne not discourage them. 

Two Deputes for the King of Navarre, one for Bochell, another 
for Montauban, and the fifthe for Daulphin^, have ben here with the 
King, whoe is said to be verye well affected to this Peace, and to 
have graunted manie thinges alreadie to the good contentation of 
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the Deputes, with great hope that Commiasionere shall performe 
some other thinges to the full concluBion of this Peace. The King 
of Nauarre and Prince of Cond^ have mette together of late hy ap- 
pointment nere to Pont, to which purpose the Prince heinge passed 
the ryrer of Charente, the Duke of Maine pursued him with his 
anuie, where ther hathe hen some small fight betweene them with- 
out great losse of either side, saTinge that Jenisacq, a B«Tolt, that 
maried TeUigine's syster, ys slaine of the King's partie, the Prince 
beinge safelye retyred to Rochell. I know no other matter worthie 
of your Lordship at this lyme. And thus doe comitt you to the 
protection of the Almightie, whoe alwayes preserve your good 
Lordship. From Poictiers, the first of September. 



To THE QUEENES Ma^'^. 

Yt may please your Ma"' to be advertised that, havinge forborne 
theise fewe dayes past to dispatche any messenger towardes your 
Highnes, vppon hope to leame some certaintye of the proceedinges 
in theis treatie of Peace betwene the King and his subiectes, which 
hathe ben as dluerslie reported as the humrars of theis Court have 
ben diuerae and different, a messanger beinge arrived this mom- 
ii^ firom Hans' Biron, yt hathe pleased the King to send Mons' 
Pynart vnto me ymediatly to advertise me of the full resolucion of 
this Peace, sainge that like as the King was perswaded that no 
Prince or Princes would be more gladde to vnderstande of this 
singuler benefit happened vnto him then your Ma*, so he would not 
fiiyle to give advertisement thereof vnto me before any other Am- 
bassador. Shortely after the departure of Mons' Pynart, Mons' 
GK)ndye comethe vnto me, whoe teUethe me that althouglie the 
King had sent alreadye vnto me, yet havinge occasion to send him 
to the other Ambassadors, bothe he and Queen Mother had com- 
maimded him ezpresslye to resorte also vnto me, and to pray me to 
reioyce vrith him for this singuler bleasinge of peace, the particular 
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conditions whereof shoulde be ymparted vnto me veiye shoitlye. 
After other ordinary ceremonies passed betweene Mons' Gondy and 
me, I tould him that as yt pleased the King to doe me that favoure 
to be one of the first whom he would acquainte with theise gladd 
tydinges, so I would be sorye to be the last Ambassador that should 
aske audience to congratulate the same with his Maiesty, prayinge 
him to more the King therein at his next oportimitye. Y t is not to 
be doubted but I shall have my audience rerye shortelye. And yet, 
consyderinge that the speedy advertisement of this resolucion of 
peace may be of necessarye ymportance, and doubtinge least this 
audience will aske a longer tracte of tyme, I thought it most agree- 
able with my dutye to dispatche this messenger with theise fewe 
lynes. And thus I comitt your most excelent Ma*^ to the blessed 
tuicion of the Almightye, whoe graunte you a longe and happie 
raigne in all prosperouse felicitye. From Poictiers, &c. 



To MT L. OP IjEICESTBE. 

My singuler good Lord, I have ben moche comforted by your 
lettres of the xxij"* of the last, sent by Nicasius, which written at 
great lengthe and contaninge great plenty of good and effectuall 
matter, dothe wittnea plauiely the continuance of your Lordship's 
good affection towardes me, wherein I thinke my sdfe very happie, 
havinge no other hope of the good acceptacion of my service here 
then yn your Lordship's favoure and protection, which I wishe to 
continue no longer then I slujl serve her Maiesty faithfuUy and 
carefullye, and shalbe thankf all to your Lordship to the vttermost 
of my letle power for your manye good deserts towardes me. 
Yoxa Lordship is so well perswaded of me, as I trust theise proferes 
of my dutye and service are not greatly needefuU, and yet beinge 
provoked by your Lordship's lettres, I may not foi^tt to accknow- 
ledge my thimkefuUnes by theise few {Imperfect.) 
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To THE QUEENES Ma"*. 

Tt may please your Ma** to bee advertized, that yesterdaye about September 
foure of the clocke after noone Mons' Pynart came vnto me fiom ' 
the King to informe me that the yonge Lansacq heinge commaunded 
to make some enterprise yppon the Isle of Be, and forced by foule 
weather to staye one night at the Isle of Est, encountryd on 
Tewesdaye last with ffiftie Englishe shippes accompanyed with some 
shippes .of Rochell, and sendinge his trumpet to signifie Tnto them 
the good amytie betwene the King his master and yoiur Ma*", and 
that yt was forbydden by open proclamacion that no straunger 
should give any mannere of aide or reliefe to those of Rochell, or 
any other the subiects of Fraunce, which were in armes against the 
King, comprisinge that jf they would make their accesse to 
Brouage they should be intertainede with all amytye, those 
Englishe men would in no wise agree to his good counsell, but 
came to blowes & were taken prysoners. That the yonge Lansacq 
dispatched a gentlman with speed to the Kinge, whoe was spoyled 
and arrested two dayes at 8' John d'Angely or there aboutes, which 
was the occasion that the newes came not sooner hyther. That 
your Maieaty had deliuered so good speache to the King's ambas- 
sador, as he aasured him selfe that there was no fault in you, and 
because (said he,) you shalbe accquainted with aU that the King 
doethe know herein, he bathe commaunded me to shewe vnto you 
the memoriall which he receaved from the yonge Lansacq, and then 
readd vnto me so moche thereof as concerned that matter, and was 
content to give me a copie of yt. This tale was tolde in soche couert 
termes as I might beleue yf I woulde that theis shippes were menn 
of warre, and came out of Bochell to seeke Lansacq. After I had 
pervsed this byll, I told hym I was very sorye to heare of this 
disorder, that I was well assured there was no &ult in your Ma"*, 
that I trusted the King was also giltles herein, that the faiilt in the 
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ministers was odious and not to be excused ; that now the question 
was whoe had offended, whether the yonge Lansacq or ihe Englishe 
prysoners; that yt was strange vnto mee what offence might be 
comytted that should deserue ymprysoment of bo manie ^ippes and 
men ; that yt had not ben sen that fiftye Englishe shippes armed in 
warlike manner had ben so easylye taken ; that yf they were poor 
marehantes the fault waa not to be excused; that his memoriall 
made no mansion of any other fault in the Englishe men then that 
they would not be obedient to yong liansacq's comaundement ; 
that yt did not appeare that theise shippes had ben at Bochell, or 
that they had ben aydinge or assistinge to the King's adversaries ; 
that yf they had ben at Bochcll yn manor of marehantes, the same 
did not deserve this extreme dealinge ; that the Englishe marchauts 
could not haue knowledge of the proclamacions made in Eraunce ; 
that I had receaved lettres lately out of England, and could not 
leame by lettres or worde of mouthe that any Lord was departed 
from thence; that I would thinke him a very foolish Lord that 
would hazard his person in the Isle of 116; that the matter ym- 
ported your Ma"' deepely, and behoued me to advertise yt with 
speede. Notwithstandinge, flndinge his memoriall vnperfect, and 
that he could not satisfie [me] in the particularityes vntyll be had 
spoken againe with the King, or at least with the messenger that cam 
firom the yonge Lansacq, and beinge desirouse to know the King's 
pleasure in theise thingea by his owne mouthe for your Ma"*" better 
satisfaction, which I thought to be greatly requisite in a matter of 
this ymportance, I tolde Mons' Pynart that whereas the King had 
deferred my audience vntill the comminge of the Duke of Mont- 
pensier, whoe was arrived not one houre before, yf yt would please 
bis Ma*" to give me audience the next day folowinge, I would for- 
beare to send into England vntill I had spoken vrith him, but yf my 
audience were defferred, I prayd him to hold me excused and to 
provide me of my pasport, and to this end I sent him furthe with 
instructions for the same pasport. Mons' Pynart, amonge other 
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tbingea, told mee that the trompett which yonge Lansacq sent 
aborde the shippes was retained hj the Englishe menn, and could 
not be released. A verye rnUltely tale in my symple (pinion. 
Also he told me that the Englishmen desired no other thlnge 
then to departe and to leaue theire shippes. I answered that all 
men preferred libertye before shippes or other goodes. This tale 
savorethe as yf they had a meaninge to retaine their shippes, and 
by theise meanes to be before hand yf your Ma*" wilbe angrie. 
I asked him bow manye EngHshe men had ben slaine in this 
fight. Hee said none as he thought. This ai^ethe (quod I,) 
that they made no resistence, and then no cause whie they should 
be caried away prysoners. I asked him how yt came to passe 
the shippes of England and Rochell beinge together, as ys men- 
sioned in the memoriaU, that the shippes of Kochell escapede 
and the EngUshe shippes onely were taken. Then he was con- 
strained to saye that he must conferre againe with the messenger 
to be better informed of the certaintye of theise tbinges, sayinge 
that the memoriall was made in hast, and therefore could not be 
plaine or perfet. Tn deede yt was made in soche haste as yt hade 
no date at all, and therefore when or where yt was made, Ck>d 
knowethe. Tt is not to be doubted but that this advertisement 
came to the Kinge three or four dayes past, so as they haue had 
good leasure to deliberate of theire doinges. In the eveninge 
Arnold, secretarye to the Erenche ambassador, signified vnto mee 
from Mons' Fynart that he had moved the King for my audience ; 
that the nest mominge the King would conferre with his counsell 
toochinge theise matters; that after noone he shoulde be busyed 
with the Cuke of Monpensier and the Deputyes of the King of 
Navarre ; that the next day being xxv* of this present I should 
haue audience ; that yf anye !Frenche subiects had attempted any 
thiuge to the disturbance of the good amytie betweene tbeise two 
realmes, the King woulde not fayle to punyshe him with extremytie. 
I answered Ihat I was to receive my audience at the King's pleaamre 
Q 
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and leasure; that one day ymported moche in a matter of this 
ymportaace ; that yt hehoved me to vse no delay in this adrertiBe- 
ment, and therefore prayed him to request Mons'' Pynart to provide 
me of my passport in the mominge. Yf I haue offended in re&singe 
to forheare this advertisement vntill I had conferred with the King 
I suhmytt my selfe most humbly to your Mtyesty's correction, 
wherin yt may please your Highnes to accept my good and &ithfull 
meaninge for some parte of excuse. Uppon my next audience with 
the King I shall haue occasion to write mor certeinlye and more 
largely. And thus I leave to trouble your Highnes, with my most 
harty prayers to the Almightie that yt may please him to preserve 
you from the dangerouse practises of your malicious nighbours, 
whiche will comme to passe yf your Maiestie be as jelous of their 
treasons and treacheries as they haue ben of your plaine, rounde, 
and Mndelye dealinge. From Foictiers, &c. 

Post tcript. — Yt may please your Ma*^ to be advertised that theise 
lettree beinge written, signed, and nowe readye to be sent, John 
Gtoyd, burser of a shippe belonging to Mr. Henry Sackford, accom- 
panied with one oth^ servaunt to the said Mr. Sackford, and taken 
by the yonge Lansacq with the other EngUshemen shippes arrived 
here, and havinge taken the examination of the said Goyed in 
writtinge for my better instructions, haue thoi^ht good to send him 
into England with my messenger, as well for your Ma*'" more ample 
informacion of all the circumstances belonginge, as also for a better 
discharge in a matter ymportinge your Ma*^ so mocbe in honor 
and reputation, and your Highnes* subiects in profitt and sewertie, 
heinge informed by the other Engliabe man arrived here with this 
bouTser, that the yonge I^insacq hathe donne manye notable iniuries 
of late to the Englishe marchants, as well in constrainynge them to 
pay sondrye newe impositions, as also in the spoyle of theire muni- 
tions and rictualles, havinge at this present (as he sayethe,) one 
Englishe shippe in his companie, which he found in the ryrer of 
Boudeaux, and forced to seme him. 
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To M» Walsikgeah. 

Tt may please yoiir Honor to be advertiBed that the Amhassador 
of Framice hathe a servant folowin^ this Court and now in some 
discredite with his master for his Uberall expenses, and yet con- 
tinuethe in his service. This fellow hathe reported to Jacomo that 
NippviUe escaped out of prysone in this order. Amolde, Secretary 
to the Frenche Ambassador, provided him of files, syzers, ropes, and 
other instruments necessarye for his purpose, by meane whereof he 
made his waye into the streete, leavinge his chambre felowe sleepinge, 
whom he would have slaine yf he had awaked. As he passed throwe 
the streete he was taken by the watche twise, but was deliuered, and 
at the lengthe not without some dificuliye camme to the French 
Ambassador's house, wher he stayed by the space of certaine dayes, 
and then was conreyed into Dover disguised after the Elemishe 
manor, where he shipped himaelfe in a barcke of Calays whioh 
camme thether purposelye for him. This informer reportethe i^t 
he vsed all meanes possible to obtaine licence &om the King to goe 
to the seas, which the King would in no wise graunt, and that 
notwithstanding he is departed from hence with foil resolution to goe 
to the seas, and Torye maliciouslye affected against the Englishe 
nation. 

Besides the companie of footemen which are with the yonge 
Lansacq and four companie of Swisses retoumed to the Court, there 
are dispersed here and there in the contrye, within serai or eight 
leagues of this towne, tenne Frenche companies of the King's 
guards, thre companies of Lanceknights, and fortye other com- 
panies or thereabouts, vnder the leadinge of foure Colonells. 

I am credybly advertised that La Roche is not yet gone to the 
seas, neither in any readines for his voyage. 

Yt is said that the Kinge of Spaine's fleet ys safely arrived out of 
the Indies with great store of money. 
Q2 
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Yt seemethe vorthie to be noted tliat the Peace beinge concluded 
at Bovgercq the xiiij of this present, and the King knowinge (no 
douht) longe before that the Peace would take his fiiU effect the 
XTJ"', the yonge Lansacq takethe aeas with his navie to spoile 
the Isle of Eets. Manie good menn are alreadie discounted to 
expect any good successe of this patched Peace. The Prmche have 
not robbed ther owne contreye so &st by land as they will now spoyle 
the subiectes of other contryes by seas, wherin our marchants are 
to be admonished, whoe no doubt will feele the smart of yt. 

The yonge Lansacq laked marchants for his salt at Brouage, and 
this was the occasion of this disorder coraytted by him, yf I be not 
deceared. And this, &c. 

Sytbence the writtinge and signinge of this lettre, John Trpper 
is arrived out of Bryttaine, where he bathe perrsed all the baveaes 
and crekes betweene Nantes and Morlais, and fyndethe no other 
preparations for the seas then soche as are made by marchants, 
savinge that la. Boche hathe two sbippes at the seas, accompanyed 
with one shippe belonginge to the Captaiue of Brest and two barks 
of Marane, spoyllinge and robbinge all that passe by that coast, 
Xia Koche beinge at his house and his new shippe mfumished, and 
is not knowne that he doethe intent any voyage shortely. 

Yt may please your Honour to acquaint my Lord of Leycester 
with this advertisement, because his Lordship wrote vnto me ei- 
presslye of late to explore the doinges of La Roche. John Tupper 
hathe hard in these jomey, but cannot assure yt, that Fytzmoris 
hathe ben of late at S' Halo, and is gonne to the seas with one 
onlye shippe, but what course he takethe he cannot leame, &c. 



To M'^ Waxsihohak. 

Yt may please your Honor to be advertized that, havinge now 
sealed my pacquet and my messenger ready to take bis horse, 
Mons' La Mothe Fenelon, accompanyed with Moos' de Yyller^ one 



d by Google 



ant AHIA8 POITLEt's LETTEB8. 117 

of the masters of request to the K in g, came Tnto me &om his 
Ma*^, his whole speache tendinge to the justification of the King in 
this last accident to the yonge lansacq, and to the declaracion of his 
owne particuler affection to nourishe and conserve good amytie ' 
betwene those two Crownes, condudinge with the oomendacion of 
hir Ma* with her singuler vertura. I answered him to liie effecte, 
and moche speache passed betwene vs, in the defence of our contrary 
causes, yn frendly and reasonable termes, ooncludinge of either parte 
to preferre the good amytie betweene theise two Crownea before 
any particuler wronges. Tn the end he deliuered vnto me this 
bill enclosed, which I promised to send to her Ma*^. 

The Peace was proclaymed here this day in generall termes. Yt is 
said that the King departethe from hence on Monday next, and 
doth make no longe staye in anye place vntill his cominge to his 
house of Dolinville besides Paris. And thus &*. 



To M* Walsinqham. 

Whereas your Honor desirethe to be advertised yf I did give a 
horse to the yonge Yere, I begine to doubt herein if my doinges haue 
ben brought in question, and shall not be quiet vntill I heare from 
you of the trew cause of this your motion, wherof I shall most 
humbly pray you, not doubtinge but the truethe of the matter will 
defend me against Hie malice of the envious. The two yonge Veres 
came to this towne accompanied with Denny and Williams, and 
after two or three dayes the elder Tere and Williams came vnto me 
(the yoi^ Vere and Denny I did not see,) and after some wordes of 
courtesie this Tere told me that he came into this contrye with 
intent to serve in the warres, and findinge the armye of Monsieur 
broken, and thereby frustrat of his expectatitm, was constrained to 
retome to Parys, and beinge vnprovided of money to hire post- 
horses, should be constrained to make this voyage on his fete onleast 
I did provide him of some remedye, and therefor desired mee to doe 
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him the pleasure ix) bestow a horse Tppon him, sayinge that he 
doubted not but that the Earle of Oxford would be thaakeftdl vnto 
me for jt. I answered I had not so many horses as I had servants, 
that I was subiect to dayly removes, that I was farre firom any 
meane to recouer new horses, and therfore might not well spare the 
horses which I had alreadye. He confessed me he was very bold 
with me vppon so small acquaintance (as in deed I had never seen 
him before), but was constrained therevnto by necessytie, wherof 
he prayed me to haue soche consyderacon as I might. I told 
hiwi that I would be ashamed for the honor of my conlreye 
and for the reputacion of the Earle of Oxford that he should 
goe to Paris on fete, and therefore would provide him of an amblinge 
nagge which would bee good ynnoughe and great ynoughe to carye 
him to Fans, trustinge that he did not loke for a horse of 
service at my handes, which I could not spare in theise dangerous 
tymes. I caused the horse to be deliuered to this gentleman 
accordinge to my promis, whoe sold him the next daye and prayd 
M' Locke (whoe was then here and bathe said this moche to some of 
my servants) to say notbinge of this horse to my Lord of Oxford. 
The askinge of the horse so eamestlye, the sellinge of him so 
Bodaiaelye, and his TuwiUiognes that my Lord of Oxford shotdde 
knowe that he had ben anye way behouldinge vnto me, doe deciphw 
the disposition of the gentleman. Qod send him better companye 
to make him a better man 1 Thus I haue deliuered vnto you truly 
and faithefiillye how and in what manner this horse was given, aM 
now yt may please you to give me leave to answere an obiection, 
which perchaunce is not ment or intendede. Yt may be said that, 
knowinge hisintencion to serve the Kinge's partie, vnder the leadinge 
of the Duke of Guys, I ought not to haue given him anye aid or 
succoure. Surelye yf he had ben my kinsmaTi or femiliar frind, I 
wold not haue fayled to haue diswaded the voyage, but others had 
been recommended not longe before by great personages of England, 
to serve here in like sorte, and M' Locke had told mee that those 
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only had the reputation amonge the nobilitye of the courte that 
sought to serve the King's side, and therefore, in my symple opinion, 
I had playd the foole yf I hade made a quarell of this matter, which 
did nether touche me nor ymport the cause to any purpose, and yet 
you may be assured no man might perswade me to geve to any man 
anye matter mete for serrioe in this case. And to be plaine with 
you, I was not sorye to see some yonge felowes, especiaUie soche as 
were of no great countenaunce or service, to ioyne themselues with 
the KiiLg's partie, which might serve to have excused the yonge 
and soohe others as M' Locke said to be then readie to goe 
to Bochell, and haue ben affirmed that yoi^ felowes sought there 
as best liked them, and that soche as served the Erenohe Tf^Tig were 
not misliked by her Ha*", and, indeed. I did help my selfe with 
tills argument yn my speache with Queene Mother about that tyme, 
as may appere by my lettres, I am jalous of my poore oreditt, which 
maketh me to be so troblesome vnto you, not doubtinge but that 
your Honor will pardon me in a greater fault. 

The Buke of Monpensyer arrivinge here yesterday I trusted to have 
had audience this day of the King, but newe oocaaions have deferred 
my audience, and haue caused this sodeine dispatohe, as may appeare 
vnto your Honcnr by this oopie inclosed of my lettres to her Ma***, 
sent herwitball. And thus I recommend my selfe wholie vnto you, 
as one that is and wilbe alwayes yoiurs atcomaundement. Poictiers, 
24 Sept. 



To HT Lord of Leicestbb. 

My very good Lord, I cannot thanke your Lordship ynnoughe 
for your honorable and frendly advertizment touchinge the French 
Ambassador, yn which behalfe yt may please your Lordship to 
assure your selfe that no Erenohe or Scotishe man lyringe bathe 
or shall make his profytt [of] mee duringe my beinge in Fraunce. 
And, good my Lord, beleeve yt vppon my word, I have learned to 
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heipe my selfe by strangers as I may; but alwayes to be assured 
that they have no means to do me hurt yf they would, wherein I 
hare ben so curious as, if I have offended, yt hathe ben of that sdde. 
My jalouse and suspioious nature in all matters couceminge my 
Prince and contrye will keepe me from thia daunger, fearinge 
rather to take hurt by tnistinge to lettle then by trustinge to 
mocbe. And as I may be hold to affirme that no straunger can 
make his advantage of any speache passed from me, sythence my 
comynge into this contrey, so I dare assure your Lordship that I 
am not deceared of those straungers with whom I deale. And 
in deed I have found bo fewe, sythence my cominge from Paris, that 
will or dare come neere me, or any belonging mto mee, that yt 
hathe ben more easye for me to judge of theire humors and dis- 
positions, and my fisiult is the greater yf I have ben deceived. Tt 
is most certaine that I haue no &myliare acquaintance with any 
of the King's chamber, or that is ne^re to his person by any office, 
wherein the Ambassador is moche deceaved, and I am sory for yt. 
Yf yt would please them to deale so familiarlie with me, surelie they 
should be welcome. And yet to give some oouloure of excuse to 
the Ambassador, and perchance not vniustlie, the truth is that I 
have mette with twoe of this kind of men, the one at my first 
arriyall at Paris, recommended vnto me by M'. Dale, vnder his 
owne hand, for assured and faithefiill, the other the Ambassador of 
Venice, arrived here in this last monethe of June ; the one of theise 
hathe ben hired, and the other intreated vppon hope of gaine to 
make his profytt of me. The first a man of meane caUinge, a 
Fleminge borne, havinge no other livinge then Queen Mother's 
liberalitie ; a matter sufficient of yt selfe to make him worthie of 
suspicion. Shortlie after the departure of M'. Dale, this man 
comethe vnto me twice or thrice in every weeke, and bringethe 
vnto me the ordinary newes of the Palace, and, amonge other 
thinges, tellethe me that he was of the Religion, althoughe the 
malice of the tjme did force him to dissemble yt, prayethe me to 
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thinke well of him, and because (sayeth he,) you shall not mistrust 
me, I pray receire only that I wHl tell you, and say nothinge 
againe vnto mee. When I consydered of hia atheisme, and of his 
lustie maner of dealinge with me Tppon so lettele acquaintance, I 
began to mistrust him, and shortely after he was deciphered vnto 
mee by my honest £rendes dweUinge in Paris. Tt was ynoughe that 
I knew him, and dissemblinge my knowledge, did not forbeare to 
vse him, fyndinge his necessitie to be soohe as, to be fyngeringe 
some tyme of a small peece of money, he was contented to play of 
bothe handes. I lived with him in this sorte TntiU the latter end 
of June last past, at which tyme fyndinge that this state grewe 
to be jalouse of England, and that all my actions were narowUe 
seuched, and seinge this felow to repaire daylie vnto me, 1 doubted 
least the opinion thi^ might be conceived of his credytt with me 
would breede me more discredyt then his intelligence might doe 
me pleasure, and therefore, resolulnge to lose him, required him to 
come no more vnto mee. The felow, perceivinge a great part of bis 
credytt with Queen Mothere, or rather the better porcion of his 
lyvinge, to d^end vppon the opinion of his credytt with mee, 
bathe sought all meanea possible to be restored to my &Toure, as 
'W. Throckmorton cann tell your Lordship, whom he intreated to 
request me in this behalfe, because he did ones a good point of 
service vnder his father. Tt may please your Lordship to Ihinke 
that if I had ben deceived of him duringe this whole tyme, 1 woul^ 
be hartely sorye for yt, but would not be ashamed of yt, beinge 
not the first that bathe ben abused, and yt had ben ynoughe 
for me that he had drawne nothinge frome me, which &ult indeed 
were not to be excused. And because your Lordship shall not 
thinke that I pretend to haue espied his treacheries onlie for my 
better excuse, Jacomo, Dannett, and my sonne cann wittnes with 
. mee how longe sythence I discovered his lewdnes, and M' Throck- 
morton dothe know how often 1 haue told him that he was a spie 
for Queene Mother, and therefore should beware of him. Yf the 
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Ambassador grownd his tale vppon this felowe, he is &iTe wyde of 
the marke. This other genthnan chanced to arnTe heie in this 
last monethe of June, in which tyme the suspicions of this contrey 
against our State did begynne to appeare, and thiokinge to wyn the 
qrarrea at his first oominge, at the third meefinge betwene ts made 
great loue toirardes mee ; he would deale openlle with me ; there 
was no cause of jalousie betwene England and Venice; he comended 
my Queene and Contrey to the skies ; he would not fayle to see 
England after his dissmission from hence ; fynally he came so &st 
Tppon mee, that he gare me iust cause to suspect him. Shortly 
a&er he offerethe to ride abroade with me when I would, which no 
other Ambassador would haue donne by any intreatie duringe two 
monethes and more, although I did visyt them tome tymes in their 
houses, and they were content to acquite me with the like. The 
tyme of his resort mto mee so well chosen, either assone as I had 
anie currier out of England, or when I intended to aske awdience; 
his seekinge at one tyme what I had to sAye, his readines at an 
other tyme to tell me some thinges which indeede the Elinge would 
haue me to beleere before my cominge vnto him ; his questions so 
fytt for the purpose ; fynally, the whole ootus of his actions, did 
bewray his &ithfall service to the French Einge. Yt may please 
your Lordship to know that the last Ambassador for Venice, who 
departed from hence in June last past, was a trew and &ithefull 
^errant to this State; the King and Queene Mother esteemed of 
him as of one of their principaU councelors, and no doubt he did 
them Terye acceptable serrice, aswell in tyme past as also at this 
wynter to my knowledge. Besides his other rewardes, which were 
veiye honorable, the Einge gaue him, at his departure, a ringe 
from his fynger of great ^ue. This man aspirethe to the like, hut 
he cannot do yt with like dexteritie. I like him well, and his 
frendship hath donne me great pleasure many wayes, and shall 
hereafter, I doubt not ; and yet, before my departure out of this 
oontrey, I would be gladd Queene Mother did know that her snares 



d by Google 



SIB AHIAB FOULET's LETTERS. 123 

have ben discouered, I hane declared my knowledge and opinion 
herein vnto Jacomo> Panet, and my sonn longe sythence, and yet 
Beuerallyo so as neither of them doethe knowe yt [of other] then him- 
self, which may Berre to dischai^ mee that I haue not deviaed this 
longe tale by way of excuse. 

Thus, as one very carefull to satisfie your Lordship in any thinge 
that may conceme my poore credytt, I haue ben bold to trouble you 
with a longe and tedious discours, most humbly prayinge your 
Lordship ether to rent the same in peeces assone as you haue 
redd yt, or else to keepe yt in your owne safe custodye, thinkinge 
mmeet, yn my symple opinion, that any servant should be acquainted 
with theise thinges, and yet I would not be sory yf yt would 
pleasure your Lordship to ympart this matter to M' Walsingham. 
And to conclude, I may be bould to assure your Lordship that no 
other then tiieise two hathe dealt trayterouslie or synisterlie with 
mee. I do not doubt but that my serrauts doe meet daylie at the 
Court, and in other places, with soche felowes as wilbe content to 
give them chalke for cheese ; but I allow of that s^'rant that will 
report all that he hearethe, good and badd, trewe and false, and 
leaue yt to the iudgement of the master; and yt prorethe trew, 
by daylie experience, that the advertizement of surmises and sus- 
picions is often necessary, althoughe the certaine trewthe may not 
bee attayned. And thus, most humbly prayinge your Lordship of 
your good advise and firendlie admonicion vppon all occasions 
oocurringe, I oconmytt your Lordship to the mercifull tuicion of 
the Almightie, &c. 



To UT LoBO Tkeasoreb. 

Ify rerie good Lord, I haue dispatched this bearer so sodeinlie September 
vppon a message received this last eveninge from the Tfing that I ^*' ^^'^' 
haue no leasure to write to your Lordship at greater lengethe, and 
in deed haue no other thinge worthie of you then ys conteyned in 
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my lettxes to her Ma*^ which I know wilhe ymparted vnto your 
Lordship. Yt may be feared least theire Peace abroad will make 
warre at home; the IFrenche haringe alreadie entered into Bome 
action of hostilitie against tb as may appeare by my said lettres. I 
would haue ben gladde to baue had audience of the King before the 
dispatche of this messraiger, whervppon the full state of the whole 
matter appearinge ynto her Ma*** her resolucion had h&i the more 
easie, but this audience comminge at leasure, I thought yt agree- 
able with my dutie to tsc no delay in this advertizment. And 
thus restinge at your Ijordshlp's comaundement I commytt you to 
the merd&U tuicion of the Almightie. Poiotiers, &c. 



To Mastee Tbeasoeer. 

Yt may please your Honor to accept theise shorte lettres. I am 
ashamed to excuse [myself] towardes you, and yet the trewthe wiU 
defend me, havinge ben constrayned to dispatche this messenger with 
Boche speed vppon a message this last eveninge firom the King that I 
haue wanted leasure to write to her Ma*" as I would. The Peace ys 
made at home aoche as yt is, and now they are ready to make warre 
abrode ; I pray God England do not feele thean before yt looke for 
them I Yt is of necessitie that Frenche souldiers most be ymployed 
in some forr^rne wiure. Our oontrie is neerest, the ancient quarrell 
will neuer be forgotten, new quarells are easilie forged, and there- 
fore we shall doe well to provide for the worst, and to trust them as 
we fynde them 1 The Duke of Monpensier arrired h&ee yesterday, 
and with him many Deputes from the King of Nararre. The Vicont 
of Tourayn, a noble gentleman and a zelous Protestant, hathe ben 
hurt of late by one Lymouyl his neerest kinsman, but ys now in 
good hope of recouery. And here I am forced to take my leaue of 
you for this tyme ; comyttinge, &c. 
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To MT LOED OP WaeWICK. 



My rerie good Lord, This sodeine conclusion of peace hathe re- 
stored this realme to soch quietnes, as now there is no occasion to 
make longe adrertizment, all actions of hostilitie beinge ceased, and 
every man reioycinge with his tread and TfiTiBmfl.n of this happie 
tranquillitie. The King pretendethe great synceritie in the obser- 
Tacion of this Edicte, and many have great hope that he dealethe 
plainelle and rowndly. The French fidelitie hathe ben so spotted in 
tyme past that many (no doubt) will hold yt suspected, mtill tyme 
the maystres of trewth shall bringe furthe good fruite of tbeire in- 
tegritie. The eyes, or rather the hartes, of all men here are sett 
Tppon Flanders, and your Lordship may beleaue that theise Frenche 
armies, so latelie broken, shall not be idle ; yea, I think yt is of 
neeesaitie that they must be ymployed. The Vioont Towrayne hathe 
ben trayterouslie and dangerouslie hurt of late by his neerest kins- 
T Tift Ti called Lymouyll, whoe durioge this last treatie of peace, and 
when the same was holden to be agreede, laye in ambushe for him, 
and [made] full accompt to haue slayne him, butt here is great hope of 
his recouerye. This Vicont is accompted almost the onlie gentlman 
that hathe ben trulie couTerted to religion in Fraunce theise seven 
yeares. I know no other matter worthie of your Lordship at this 
present. And thus I comytt, &c. 



To MT LoED or Sussex. 

Uy v^e good Lcnrd, My poore good will shalbe alwayes readye to 
doe youre Lordship all the service that may lye in my leetle power ; 
but the meane to acknowledge the same by writinge, is now taken 
away by this conclusion of peace, which hath reduced this estate to 
soche quietnes, as yt mynistrethe no occasion of adrertizment worthie 
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of jour Lordship. There is now no talke here but of FlAuudns, 
and owK hartes are theire alreadie, and perchance our handes and 
feet may goe after t^ shortUe. 

The Frenche hathe lived so longe without discipline that his owne 
contrey cann no longer abide him, and yt is of necessitie that he 
most be ymployed in some forreyne warre. Theire is question at 
this present of many voyagee by land and sea. The court hathe no 
other talke, every man accordinge to his humor and disposcition. 
Theise thinges wUl not breake out vntill,t^e Peace beinge published, 
the regiment of the late armies shalbe dearlie broken. Then I 
trust to leame some new things, not vnmeet for your Lordship. Tt 
hathe ben receiued here for a matter of tmthe that the Vicont of 
TowHune was slayne, vntill his lettres written to the King witii his 
owne hand did assure him that he yet lived and trusted to live to do 
him some good service. Lymouyl, a Papist and his nerest kins- 
man, lay in ambush for him, and fyndinge the matcbe to be for his 
advantage sett on him with intent to haue MUed him before the 
publication of the Peace. "We kill in France we care not howe, 
where, or yn what order, so it be for our pleasure or profitt. God 
graunt a good assured continual peace may amend yt! And 
thus, &c. 



To MX Lord Aduiraxl. 

My verie good Lord, I haue forborne to write to your Lordship of 
late, Tppon advertizment of your absence from the Court, not doubt- 
inge hut that your Lordship is more then perswaded that when I 
write I am at your comaundment, and when I forbeare to write I am 
no lesse at your devotion, and so I trust your Lordship dothe accompt 
of mee and may be assured so to fynd me vppon all occasions occur- 
ringe. I thanke youre Lordship most humblie for your lettres of the 
of this present, which bynd me not onlie to write againe but 
also to write at lengths of all that is worthie of advertizment. fiut 
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the truthe is, that this soddne conolusion of peace bathe taken 
away all occasionB of new and strange actions, so as no other newe 
thinge is now to be found here, but this new peace only. Gk)d graimt 
yt be a good peace, and that yt may longe contynew to his glory, 
to the comfort of his Chnrche, and to the quietnes of all Chiistiane 
Bealmes 1 The Vicont of Towraine bathe ben dangerouslie hurt 
ot late 1^ one Lymouyll, his nereet kinsroaTi, whoe lay in ambushe 
for him, and made full aocompt to haue slayne him. But the Vicont 
hath written to the Kinge verie latelie that be (xustethe to live to 
do him some good service. Yt is beleeved here that the Kinge 
departethe &om hence towardes Fans this next weeke, but some say 
that Queene Mother will see the King of Navarre. And thus 
restiage at your commaundement, I comytt your good Lordship to 
the tuition of the Almightie. Poictiras, &o. 



To DocTOK. Wtlson. 

Sir, I canne not expressevnto you the comfort which I received of 
your lettres of the xxiiij"* of the last, wishinge that all my contrie- 
men were likewise affected, and specialie soche as are in place and 
calinge to doe good or hurt, and then our known and professed 
enymiea would not be so malepert, and good and faithefiill frendes 
would be planted in theire romes. Yt must be confessed that all 
fledie is subiect to errours and oversight, but that man is iustlie 
aocompted happie that havinge comytted dangerous faults doethe 
not receive his deserved punishment. I will not dispute what 
England hatiie domie, or what yt bathe deserved ; but this I know, 
tiiat by the goodnes of the Almightie new occasions are ministred 
vnto Ts daylie to repaire all former faults, and to make amendes for 
all that is passed. And this I accompt to be trew happines, yf we 
oamie be so happie to receive God's blessinge with thankefulnes, 
and now at the last to awake out of this dangerous alomber of 
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secuntie, a dangerous counselor in theise perilous da^^es, and espe- 
cialye at this tyme, when we must trust to our industry and diligence, 
and may not looke to be preserved by tiie harmee of our neigbours. 
The Peace is concluded betweene the Einge here and his suhiects, 
and now there is no talke but of Flanders, and perchaunce wee may 
moimt by degrees from wordes to deedes. Of this you shall heare 
more hereafter. And in this meane tyme I comytt youe, good Mr. 
Wylson, to the mereifull protection of the Almightie. Foictiers, &c. 



To M» ToMSON. 

S', I haue ben [soj well informed of your good affection towardes 
me, that I doe not feare to crave your frendshippe in any honest and 
reasonable cause, and yet if I were not as well perswaded of youre 
good iudgement and goodlie zeale in matters of religion, I would not 
trouble you at tiiis tyme. Mr. Wake came into this contrey with 
me as you knowe, and fyndingc his wife with child at that tyme, 
when I was likelie to haue folowed the camp I know not whither, 
was forced to leaue me, and indeed youe know how ympossibte yt 
is for a woman in that state to folowe a Frenche prc^resse, and 
especially in this troublsome tyme. Ymediatly after the departure 
of Master Wake, I sent for one of my servantes to com to me from 
Jetrsay, and beinge informed by him of a minister, well learned, of 
good conversation, and vnmaried, which was then there, I retoumed 
my servant with my lettres, prayinge this mynister to make his 
speedy repaire vnto me, and to that purpos sent hiTn a horse. I 
made fidl accompt of this man, and looked daylie for him, when at 
the last my horse was brought againe vnto me, and answer retoumed 
that this man, vppon a sodeine occasion, ymportinge him deepelie, 
was departed towardes Englande not aboue two dayes before the 
arrivall of my messenger. By this occasion I am vnprovided of a 
mynister, and trustinge to remove shortelie to Paris, and there to 
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Bpond this whole wynter, I would be very sorye that my greate 
houshold should oontynew any longer without a sheperde. And 
therfore reposlnge my selfe vppon your good iudgment, I shall pray 
you to se yf you can heare of any that you shall thinke to bee fytt 
for mee. Tt is of necessitie that he must be vnmaryed, or at the 
least most leaue his wife in England ; yt were to be wished that 
he had at the least some Tnderstandinge in the French tongue 
for his better conference with the Frenche ministers, whweof many 
are not best able to vtter there mynde in Lattyn ; doe you not spare 
me for his intertainement. Thus you see how bouldly I deale with 
you, as one that makethe great accompt of your good frendshippe ; 
where you shall haue occasion to vse me, you shall doe me a great 
pleasure to vse me boldlie. And thus I comytt you, good M' 
Tomson, to the mercifull tuicion of the Almightie. Erom Poictiers, 
the 24 Septem: 1577. 



To Mt Lobd Kbefeb. 

My verie good Lord, I trust your Lordship will thinke no lewdness 
in me that I haue not troubled you more often with my lettres. 
Wherein I would have rsed greats diligence, yf I had not presumed 
of youre Lordship's good opinion of me, which I trust to be so well 
grownded, that you will not condemne me for this necligence, and 
shall most humblie pray your Ijordship to thinke ttiat when I write 
I am wholie at your Lordship's comaundement, and when I doe not 
write I am the same. Your Lordship's absence from the Court and 
London duringe this tyme of vacation, hathe ben the principal] 
cause of my slaknes. 

The actions of hostilitie in theise partes are Ttterlie ceassed, the 
peace beinge concluded between the Kinge and his subiects. Grod 
graunt yt be don with soohe synoeritie, as becomethe the word, 
pnonise, and oathe of an annoynted King t This Peace is received 
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'mOx great joj, and great hope ia conceived of contynewancc thereof. 
The King will haue the honor of this Peace, and sayeth yt ys a Peace 
of his owne maiinge and he will keepe yt. And now the eyes of 
this contrey are all toumed vppon the troubles of the Low Contr^es* 
but what course the Frenche will take in this matter is not yet 
certaLnelie knowen. This quiet tyme dothe gire me no occasion to 
trouble your Lordship with longe lettres, onlie I must tell you that 
I reioyce moche to se that your sonne, my companion, bathe, by 
the grace of God, passed the brunt and perill of this journey ; whereof 
I ame the more gladd, because in the begyninge of theise last trebles 
yt pleased your Lordship to referr his contynuance with me to my 
consyderation. I thanke Gk>d theise dangers ar past, and your 
Sonne is safe, sownd, and in good bealthe, and worthie of youi 
&therlie fisLToure. And thus, &c. 



To THE QxmBNEB Ma^^. 

Yt may please your Ma*^ to be aduertized that havinge accesse to 
the King, the 26th of this present, I declared vnto bim, that as yt 
had pleased him to doe me that favoure to be one of the first whom 
he had acquainted with the gladd tydinges of the conclusion of 
peace betwene him and his subiectes, so I had not fayled to adver- 
tise your Ma* thereof with eipedicion, and did assure T>iTn that no 
Prince or Princesse would receive theise newes with greater joye. 
I told him that nothii^ was more certaine then that betwen good 
assured frendes all thinges wexe comon, fi-endshipp and disfrend- 
shippe, pleasures and displeasures, prosperities and adversities, good 
and yll. And, therefore, for the good intelligence and syncere 
amytie that is now and had contynewed so longe tyme betwen theise 
two !R>eidme8, his Ma*** ought not to doubt but that youre Highnes did 
participat with him in all his felicities, as one that wisheth all honw 
and prosperitie to his crowne and person. I sayd yt was beleeved by 
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many that this Peace was a peace of his owne makinge, moTed 
thervnto hy his owne compassion of his good and naturall subiects, 
which were so miserable and vnmercifully spoyled in so many parts 
of his realme; that he could not now saye that the violence of 
Tnnatuiall subiects, or the fury of strange forces, had constrained 
him to yeeld to Toreasonable condicons; the Protestants had no 
- armie in the field against him ; no forreyn power was expected; the 
articles of this were (I doubted not) for the most part of his owne 
choise and makinge, so as all men constantly beleere, that as he 
alone had ben the onlie authore of this Peace, so he would not fayle 
to see yt observed inviolablye, whereof would ensue honor and repu- 
tacion to himself, wealth and quietnes to his subiects, the stranger 
would feare hym, the French woxild honor hym, and the world would 
judge him worthie of his princelie crowne, yf his faithe and promyse 
were vnto him in steed of a lawe, and his oathe r^arded as an oracle. 
I concluded with my hartie prayer, that yt [might] please God to blesse 
him in this course, and that the successe of this Peace might be to 
the glory of the Almightie, the honor of his Ma*^, the comfort of his 
neighbours, and the benefytt of his realme, a£Brminge that I doubted 
not to live so longe to see him a happie Kinge of obedient subiects, 
and to see his subiects live happilie, quietly, and in all boldnes and 
synceritye, vnder his faithefull and mercifull gouemment. 

Yn deed (saith the Einge) this is my Peace, and I made yt, and 
I haue gyven yt this name, to be called my Peace, and will not 
&yle to observe yt ; he told me he had sayed to the Deputies of the 
EJnge of Navarre when they were last here that if they desire 
peace they should deale rowndlie, propone reasonable condicions, 
and should not seeke to force him by power and violence ; that they 
shotdd not deale with him as he that holdethe his neighboure by 
the throte, and constraynethe him to doe and say what pleasethe 
him ; that he would not make a peace of sis monthes, or of one 
yeare or two, but would make a peace of oontynewance which should 
not be violated ; that he desired no other thinge of hia subiects, 

82 
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then theiie due obedience ; that he referred theire consdences to 
Crod and them selfes; that, althoughe he wished all bis subiects 
to concure with him in religion, yet he would be loath to buy their 
refonnacion with the spoyle of bia Kingdom ; that he would take 
straight order for the punishment of soche as would attempt to 
violat this Edict in anie part ; that he had his faithe and promise in 
singuler recomendaSons, and would make yt so to appeare to all the 
world, by good effects ; that I had said well to him in that point, and 
[he] did knowe yt to be vndoubtedlie trewe ; that he found by expe- 
rience that duringe theise troubles he had onUe the name and tytle 
of a Kinge, but did not enioy the benefytt of his kingdome ; that 
your Ma"* had alwayes exhorted him to make peace with his 
subiects ; that your counsell was good, frendlie, and honoreable ; 
that he bad alwayes honored you, but was so vexed and tormented 
with theise syuyll (dvil) troubles, that his frendshippe could stand 
you in no steed ; that he trusted this Peace would restore his realme 
to his former dignitie, and give him power and abilitie to doe you 
some pleasure; that, as your Highnes reioyced with him in this 
singuler blessinge, so he was readie to doe you the like offices in all 
your felicities ; that he assured himselfe of your good amytie, and 
prayed me to assure your Ma"" to find the like of his part towardea 
you Tppon all occasions occurringe. 

I replied that, althoughe I was alreadie perswaded of his sinceritie 
touchinge this Peace, and had adv^tised no lease to your Ma*^, 
yet I knew yt wold be comfortable vnto you when I should assure 
you from his owne mouthe, that this Peace was his peace, that he 
had made yt, that he had giuen yt this name to be called his 
peace, and that he woulde obserue yt inTyolabHe. I told him that 
the contynewance of this peace would make him happie at home, 
and his neighbours happie abroad, whoe had theire parts of the 
badd fruitts of theise cyrill warres, and concluded that I was verie 
gladd to see him so well affected towardes your Highnes, and so 
well perswaded of your good affection towardes him. 
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And now I would haue entered into other matters, but he 
prevented me; no doubt of purpose, as after yt appeared; and 
tellethe me that he had sent Pynart and La Mothe Fenelon to 
informe me of that which had happened betwene the yonge Xan- 
saque and your Ma*"" subiects ; that he was not yet well aaauered of 
the tnithe of the circomstances ; that he should heare more shortelie ; 
that he would not feyle to take order in yt accordinge to reason ; 
that he might affiime boldelie there was no fault in him ; and that 
if there were &ult in his ministers, he would see yt redressed. 

I answered that in deed Mons' La Mothe Penelon and Mons' 
Pynart bad ben with me, and thanked his Ma*'* most humblie that 
yt had pleased him to acquaint me with this matter ; I told him I 
had heard nothiuge since my comyng into this contreye that grieved 
me more ; that I found good and sincere amytie betwene theise two 
Bealmes at my cominge hyther ; that I desired aboue all thiuges, 
not onlie to nourishe and oonserue but also to increase the same yf 
yt were possible ; that I should thinke my selfe an vnhappie man, 
yf duringe my beiage here the good intelligence betwene your 
Ma*^ and biTn should breake or dymynish ; that theise doinges of the 
yong Lansaque were very dangerous, and tended to no other end 
then to disturbe the good peace and quietnes which hathe con- 
tynewed so longe betwene theise two Crownes ; that ymprysonmeats, 
ehaines and fetters of iron, eatii^, drinMnge, and lyinge amonge 
galley-slaves, raynsomes, constraint to borowe money to buy their 
owne goodes, and soche other like and vn&endlie o£G.ces, to be vsed 
and offered to your Ma**" subiects, were vnworthie of the good and 
perfect amltie betweene you and him ; that theise actions of hosti- 
litie were more meete to be practized against forreyne enemyes and 
domesticall rebelles, then against good &endes [and] alyes ; that the 
caryinge away of so manye Englishe shippes and sobiects as in 
triumphe of a iust victorye against lawfaU enemyes, seemed to 
sound moche to the dishonor of your Ma"" ; that your Highnes could 
not take yt well ; that I would not presume to define what repara- 
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cion your Ma* would require in a wronge that touched you 80 
higbelie, and yet for the great desire I had that all occasions were 
avoyded that might tend to the breache or to the dyminntion in any 
jote of the good amytie betwene your Ma''". I wished that all theise 
Englisbe shippes and subiects were quietlie deliuered with theire 
goods and ladinge. I told him that I was now trulie informed of 
all the circumstances of this facte, by one that was bourser in the 
best shippe of the Englisbe companie, whoe, to be deliuered of his 
claymes [chaynea ?] and of his companions the gaUislaves, o£Fered 
to the young Lansacq, first so moche of his ordinance as might 
amount to the valewe of the money which was demaunded of him, 
then so moche of his salt, and lastelie hauinge charge of two shippes 
offered one of his shippes with her ordinance and ladinge, and 
yet his officers could not be recouered, but in the end bad a 
pasport to goe to Rochell to seeke money, and &om thence is 
comme hytber mto me. I assured the Kinge that the infor- 
macion which be bad received &om the yong Lansaq was verie 
partiall, and tberfore prayed him to reserve one eare for your 
Ma"*. I haue acquainted you (sayethe the Einge,) with as 
mocbe as I haue received, and, vppon conference of this matter 
with my counsell, haue resolued to be better informed vearfe 
shortlie. And then he called Mous'. Fynart vnto him, and repeated 
before all that he had sayed vnto me herein. Mons*. Pynart 
beganne to declare what had ben resolued that mominge by the 
counsell, but the King interrupted him. Then I told the King 
before Mon^. Fynart, that he could not looke to haue the truUie 
&om thence, onleast be sent some discreet personages from hence, 
which, without partialitie, would exeonyne this matter with sin- 
ceritie ; which the King promised to doe, and to confer with his 
counsell ymediatlie for his better proceedinge herein. I said I 
doubted not be would confesse that the Englisbe shippes had good 
reputation throughe out all Christendome, and therefore prayed 
him to consydere that yf theise fortie or fifbie shippes bad comme out 
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of England with intent to ayd [and] assist his rehells, or to do anie 
to his preiudice, they had ben able (no doubt) to haue done some- 
what that might haue misliked him, which sufficed to proue that 
they had no part or portion with his enemyes, and as good subiects 
to your Ma*" would not contend with your alyes, and indeede did 
not looke to receire &om his mynisters anie other thinge then good 
frendshippe. I canne say no more (sayethe the Kinge,) vntill I 
heare further, and indeed I perceived by hun that he was yerie 
wlllinge to heare no more of the matter ; and in all this discours 
[he] did not vtter one word in the defence of the yonge Lansacq's 
doinges. I concluded that, for the singuler desire I had to conserve 
theise two Keabnes in theire good and ancient amytie, I could doe 
no lesse than once againe to pray him to consyder deepeUe of this 
facte, and to give no iust cause of offence to your Ma*^. Snrelie I 
doubt moche what wilbe the end of this matter, vnderstandinge that 
bothe the Courte and Counsell are derided herein, the yong I^nsacq 
havinge manie partisanes which affirme that the Kinge in honor 
canne doe no lesse then to advowe his service, and that the contrarie 
would greatlie discourage bis other &thefull subiects to hazard their 
lives vppon like occasions occurring. 

Then I signified vnto the Kinge the contents of soche lettres as I 
received by the last messenger from my Lord of Leicester and M' 
Walsingham, declaringe vnto him that his Ambassador resident in 
England had moved the Earle of Leicester to perswade your Ma* 
to send some expresse messenger to the King of Navarr, and aswell 
by the said messenger as by your Highnes' lettres to advise him to 
accept soche reasonable and honorable condicons of peace as should 
be offered vnto him by his Kinge and soueraigne, desiringe fiirther 
tbat yt might please your Higbnes to write your lettres to his 
Ma*", and by the same to perswade him to deale graciouslie with bis 
subiects, and to be content to graunt them soche reasonable and 
honorable condicions as might be to his honor and quiete of his 
Bealme. I tould him that the Earle of Ldcester had mored your 
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Ma"* herein, and found you Terie willinge to doe anie good office 

that might be agreable to the good amytie hetwene your Highnes 
and him, onlle you willed the said Earle of Leicester to send to the 
Ambassador for his pasport, and declaracion that your sendiuge to 
the King of Navarr was a thinge acceptable of the King his master, 
doubtinge otherwise how he would take yt, that you should send to 
anie which were Ms enymies. I said his Ambassador had signified to 
the Earle of Leicester by his lettres, that he thought his master 
woidd not like well your Ma*^ should send anie messenger to the 
Kinge of Navarr ; but if you would write mto him, aud would also 
write Tnto the Kinge his master, to pray him to aucthorise mee to 
convey the lettres to the said King of Nararr, he thoiight yt would 
be well taken. I concluded that, as your Ma"" was right willinge to 
aocomplishe the request of his Ambassador, whoe had proponed the 
same as a thinge gratfull to his master, so rppon his refiisall you 
had forborne yt, prayinge him to thinke that your Highnes remayned 
alwayes readie to be employed by him in any thinge reasonable and 
honorable for you and gratefull and acceptable vnto him. I said I 
was not ^norant that the Peace was alreadie made, and that now 
there was no neede of the mediation of frendes, and yet I thought 
yt agreeable with my dutie to advertize hym of your Ma"*"* fiindJUe 
dysposition towardes him, which I doubted not would be to his 
great contentacion and comforte. The Kinge answered that, 
althoughe he doubted nothinge of your Maiesty's readie good will 
to doe him all the offices of a good Sister, yet he was gladd to be 
confirmed in this opinion by your good offer made vnto hia Am- 
bassador ; havinge now concluded this Peace so aa there was no 
cause to crave your assistance, whereof he will assure him selfe 
where the same may stande him in anie steede, and wilbe no lesse 
readie to make like demonstration of his good afiection towardee 
you when you shall haue occasion to ymploy hym. 

Nyppeuille {whoe, as I heare, escaped not longe sythence out of 
pryson in England,) hath ben of late in this Court, where he bathe 
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made great exclamation of the wronges he hathe sustayned in 
England, and hathe swome manie othes that he wilbe revei^;ed. 
He is departed &om hence withe fidl reaolucion (as I am informed) 
to goe to the seas, and some say with licence from the Kinge, some 
say without licence, but with a cruell reTenginge mynd againste the 
subiects of England. Althoughe I had no warrant firom your Ma*" 
to deale with the Kinge herein, yet consyderinge that this felow 
departed so latelie firom hence as yt myght be easie for the Kinge to 
restrayne him yf he were so mynded, I thought good to make his 
Ma"* acquainted with soche matter as I had learned, aswell of his 
threatninge speaches Tsed here, as of his outragious dealing Tppon 
the seas in tyme past ; and there withaU prayed him to remember 
the late e^mest complaynt which I had made vnto him by com- 
maundement from your Ma*^ touchinge youre marchants, which 
were robbed, spoyled, and kyUed daylie by his subiects on the seas. 
I told him there was no good way to nourishe good amytie betwene 
theise two Crowns then to ponishe with seueritie all pirates and 
robbers on the seas, pestilent enymyes to all comone welthes. I 
concluded that yf new daungerouse fellowes were permytted to goe 
to the seas, new occasions of complaint-s might arise that might 
disturbe the happie peace, which is now and hathe oontynewed so 
longe tyme betwen theise two Reahnes, whereof non would be more 
Borie then I. The Kinge answered that he had spoken but once 
with Nyppeuille ; that he had tould him manie thinges (but he would 
not tell me what theise thinges were) ; that he could not tell me yf 
he were departed firom the Courte ; that he could not forbyd his 
subiects to goe to the seas ; that yf they did anie wronge to his 
Mnds, and speciallie to those of England, he would not &yle to 
ponish them ; and that his subiects did also complaine of wronges 
donne vnto them by the Englishe. I prayed him not to sufer him 
selfe to be abused by synister informacions ; I told him that the 
wronges which your Maiesty's subiects had receaved were not toller- 
able ; that there was no hope of amendement ; that there was almost 
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no haren in his reabne which had not sett out some piiates to the 
seas of late ; that as his Ma"" might not let his subiects to goe to the 
seas, so yt was most reasonable and honorable for him to tdke order 
with his seuerall Cap**" in his seuerall havens to restrayn all pirates 
and robbers ; that the good and honest merchant was easilie discerned 
from the theife ; that their preparacions did bewraj their intents ; 
that this Nippeuille had no just occasion to goe to the seas, vnleast 
it were for his Maiesty's aerrice ; that he was a blouddy felowe ; and 
tliat he was so latelie departed firom the Court, that he might yet be 
stayed yf yt pleased his Ma*. I cannot (sayethe the King) stay my 
subiects from goinge into the seas. I doe not knowe that Nippeuille 
is gon from my Court, but if he doe anie wronge he shalbe ponished. 
I told him that one soche badd felowe might disturbe the good in- 
telligence betwene theise two Crownes ; that I could doe no lesse 
with my dewtie to your Ma"*, arid with the respect which I ought 
to haue to the conservacion of good amitie betwen you and him, 
then to tell him my knowledge of this man, and prayed him to con- 
syder of yt. This is all I could get of him touchinge Nippeuille ; 
and this is the true some, as I can remember, of all that passed betwen 
the Kinge and me at this tyme. 

I had desired awdience of Queen Mother, whoe hathe kept her 
chamber seaven or eight dayes, and is yet diseased, so as I could bane 
no accesse vnto her. 

Then I was conveyghed to Monsieur's lodginge, where I declared 
vnto him that his interest in this late concluded Peace was so great 
that I thought I should comytt a great fault, yf I should not doe the 
same office of congratulacion vnto him, which I had don already vnto 
the Kinge his brother. I told him that this congratulacion had two 
principall respects, the one of honor, the other of profitt ; that, oon- 
syderinge the place and rancke which he holdethe in this reahne, he 
could not but participat withe his brother in the one and the other : 
that I could not forgett that longe aytbence yt had pleased him to 
tell me that hie comynge then to the Court was to no other end then 
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to procure a good peace betwen the Kinge and his subiects, which he 
had now performed, and did appeare that all his means doings, even 
his action of hostilitie, tended to no other end ; that this peace had 
gotten him great honour and reputacion; that one onlie point 
remained to make the full heape of his felicitie, which was, as he 
had ben a principall meane to conclude this peace, so to doe his 
best indevore to the dew obserracion of the same; that yt was 
comendable in aH. Princes to be valient yn warre and wise in 
counsell ; but the vertue the most notable in great personages was 
integritie, fydelitie, and rowndnes in their actions, and to observe 
fiuthefuUy theire wordes and promises ; that the world did looke to 
fynd yt at his handes, and then would thinke [him] worthie of all 
degrees of honor and felicitie. He answered that he had desired 
nothinge more then peace hetwraL the Kinge and his subiects ; that . 
he employed all his meanes to procure yt; that he found the 
Kinge his brother likewise affected ; that the late warre had no other 
end then to reduce the subiects of this realme to theire due obedi- 
ence ; that there was no doubt of the due observacion of this peace ; 
that the Kinge did intend yt ; and that, for his part, he would further 
yt to the best of his power. 

Then I told him yt was not.ynoughe to make peace at home, 
vnlesse they did also keepe peace abroad; that this late accident 
betwene the yonge Lansacq and your Majesty's subiects seemed to 
tend to the disturbance of the good amitie betwene those two 
Beahnes ; that the onlie remedie in theise cases was to be found in 
the begyninges, and that his good counsell might serve to great 
purpose to stay the malice of soche as desired nothinge more then 
troubles and divisions, vppon hope to make themselues great by 
other men's harmes. He answered that he doubted not hut that I 
had proponed this matter to the King his brother; that I bad 
received his reasonable answere ; that the King desired nothinge 
more then the contynewance of amytie hetwen him and your Ma*" ; 
that his good word and counsell should not want to further yt ; and 
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that he would be verie sorie that anie iust occasion should be given 
to the contrarie on either part. I told him I would not trouble him 
with the perticularities ; I had said ynoughe to the Kinge, and had 
receared bis honorable aosvere ; and so I departed &om him. 

Yt is not to be doubted but that after so mania and longe -con- 
sultacions the Einge bathe alreadye resolued what he will doe in this 
matter, and, what so ever he pretentethe, he bathe hearde alreadie 
all that he will beleve, Brouage beinge so neere at band as he may 
hare advertizement from thence everie day ; but my simple opinion 
[is] his delay is to no other [end] then to see how your Maiesty will 
take yt, and thervppon to frame his actions as may be most for his 
advantage. 

Men talke diueralie of this Peace, accordiuge to tbeire seuerall 
humors ; and for my part, when I consyder how manie wise men of 
all nations haue ben deceived in like cases, I forbeare to vtter my 
symple opinion. The same &ire wordes, the same promises, the 
same protestacions, the same reasons and likelihood that are given 
out now, haue ben vsed in lym past vppon like occasions ; and yet 
experience bathe shewed, that even at that instant when all theise 
outward pleasant sbewes haue ben confirmed with others, there was 
a full resolucion to deceive. A harde example and worthie to be 
consydered. The same Princes, the same councellors, the same 
subiects, the same Pope, the same Kinge of Spaine, the same forreine 
enemies are now which were then. The late resolucion of the 
three Estatos, and the circumstances belongeinge are not forgottrai. 
Fynallie, the perills of the tyme past, and some meanes and occasions 
remaineinge at this presente doe breede mistrust in the hartes of 
manie. And yet the other opinion is not without manie stronge and 
probable reasons. The dispositions of the Kinge, whoe desirethe 
nothinge more then to liue quietUe and pleasantlie ; the perswasions 
of bis mynions, whoe fynd by experience that they possesse great 
iibertie, and more to theire profitt in tyme of peace then in tyme of 
warre; some secret envie of the greatnes of the House of Guise, 



d by Google 



Sm AUIAS foulet'b letterb. 141 

increasinge daylie by occasion of theise cyryll troublea ; the lettle. 
good and greate expenoe which hathe folowed of this late warre, 
want of money, deepe debts, his people poore, and manie other 
soche like ai^;iunent8. I thinks the best and surest opinion ys to 
hope the best, and to provide for the worst. GJod preserue your 
most excellent Ma*", and blesse you in all your attempts 1 IFrom 
Poictiers, the &c. 



To M^ Walsingham. 

Your Honor is so carefull to direct me how to intertaine my good September 
firindes in England, and howe to direct my actions to my best credyt, ' 
that I cannot tell howe to thanke you sufficientUe. Yt is ynoughe 
that I am readie to acknowledge your favoure towardes mee with all 
honest fydelitie and with all the lytle power that Glod hathe given me. 

I haue recomended Jacomo his cause to my Lord of Jjeicester, 
and doe not doubt but that your Honor will ioyne with him in the 
furtherance of the suite. My men are hound to pray for youe for 
their speedie dispatches, or rather I in theire behalfe. Yt may please 
your Honor that Wilcott may be the first of my men that returnethe 
vnto mee. George Poulet arrived here the xxv* of this present, at 
ix" of the clocke at night. And thus I leave to trouble your 
Honor, &c. 

I haue written vnto your Honor before this tyme that I could not 
thinke well 7358, beinge now advertized by one that hathe good 
meane to know somewhat in this matter, that his pretence ys e 185, 
wherein I trust to be better informed very shortelie. I haue received 
new probable reasons to confirme my former advertizments touchinge 
Moulina, wboe no doubt departed &om hence into Scotland for the 
Frenche Singes service. I vrged the Deputies at their first beinge 
here all that I coulde to haue the promise of her Ma*^ and other 
Princes Protestants for their assurance, and they did desire yt ; but 
yt could not be hadd. It was the first thinge I moved vnto them. 
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I cannot sende you the trew articles of the Peace at this tyme, but 
I heftre that the matter for the money in deponto ys remembred. 

The Duke of Guise is said to eatertaine his forces ; yea, to augment 
them ; and that he hathe intelligence with Don. John for some matter 
of great ymportance, but into what contrey yt reachethe I cannot 
yet learn. 



To UT Lord of Leicbsteb. 

My verie good Lord, I had awdience but yesterday of the King at 
great lengths, whereof I haue written vnto her Ma"*, and doe not 
douhte but that she did ymparte the same Tuto your Lordship. 
Touchinge the Peace, the King promisethe verie largelie, but touch- 
Inge the Englishe shipps taken by the yonge Lansacq, he delayethe 
his resolucion Tntill he shalbe better informed of the maner of this 
facte. Yt ys now tyme that England be as jalous of the Frenche, as 
the Frenche of late haue ben jalous of England ; and shalbe meet to 
haue a verie good eye to Scotland, where our harme will begyune, yf 
I be not deceived. This bearer cann informe yoxir Lordship of Ia 
Roche and of the state of the cost of Bretaigne. Tt may please 
your Lordship to haue Jacomo in remembrance for the pension 
which was promised vnto him. His seaven yeares seruice bathe 
deserued this alieadie, and his seruice to come may deserue a better 
toume. And thus, &c. 



To UT liORD TKEASORER. 

My verie good Lord, Yt were needles to write to your Lordship 
the perticularities of my negotiation yesterday with the King, 
whereof I haue aduertised her Ma*^ at good lengthe, and doe not 
doubt but that the same shalbe ympaited to your Lordship. Faire 
wordes are good cheape in this contrey, and I haue received my part 
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of tkem. The Kinge saithe that this Peace is his peace, and [he] 
will obserue [it] inviolablie. He aemythe no lesae resolute in his 
affection to nowrishe good amytie betwen her Ma*'* and him ; and 
yet, in this matter of the yonge Lansacq, he dealethe somewhat 
couldlie, pretendinge that he is not yet duelie advertized of the 
true circumstances of the facte ; I feare Ms answer doethe not 
depend so moche [of] the equitie of the cause, as of her Ma""'' good 
or ill takinge of Lansacq's doinges. 

I haue not yet reoeived the true articles of the Peace : but this is 
the substance, for theire sewertie, viij townes, whereof three [are] 
in Guien, ij in I^nguedocq, one in Province, and two in Dawlphin, 
besides S' Jean d'AngeUe, which remaynethe in the custodie of the 
Prince of Cond6 Tutill be be in full possession of his gouerment in 
Picardie. One towne or bourge in everie bayUywick for the exercise 
of Religion, savinge that in Pycardie the same is graunted in two 
bayllywickes oneUe ; lybertie is given to levie vi° thousand francks 
amonge themselues to pay theire debtes ; theise townes to remaine 
in the handes of the Protestants duringe vj yeares, and to be 
guarded with twoe thousande souldiers at the Kinges charges. The 
Bistres shalbe satisfied ; and other thinges touchinge matters of 
justice. 

I know no other matter worthie of your Lordship at this presente. 
And so do comytt you to the tuicion of Almightie, whoe alwayes 
presenie your good Lordship. From Poietiers, &c. 



To M* "WaiiSingham. 

Yt may please your Honor to be advertized that, havinge accesse October 6 
to Queen Mother the xxvij"' of the last, I said yt was a thinge i»77. 
notoriouslie knowne to all men that shee had governed this realme 
now manie yeares ; that, at this present, the King, her sonne, did 
repose him selfe vppou her in his weightiest and most ymportunat 
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affiiyres ; that, therefore, all men with one voyoe did give vnto her 
the honor and prayse of the conclxision of this Peace ; that, as by 
her wisdom and dexteritie this peas had taken his good effect, so the 
worlde did beleeve that shee would not fails to see the same obserued 
inviolablie; that shee had not ben forced or constrayned to make 
this peace ; that shee had giren this peace (yf I might so saye) to 
the subiects of this realme, to refreshe them after theire infynite 
miseries and calamities ; that this peace was acceptable to Qod, 
honorable to her and to the Einge her sonne, profitable to her 
subiectes ; and that there wanted no other thinge then the due 
observation of the same, to restore this realme to his antient dignitie ; 
that this was a worke worthie of her Ma"*, and soche as no other 
could effectual but shee alone ; that she had gotten great honor and 
reputacion by the maJkinge of this peace ; that the same would be 
moche increased yf shee did intertaine yt ; that shee should find 
ynoughe which would coimsell the contrarie, whose advise tendide 
to no other end then to make them selues great by the spoyle and 
myne of others; that Qod was the best councelor in theise like 
matters, whoe recomended vnto vs aboue all thinges roundnes, 
symplicitie and integritie in all our actions, and did hate all treasons 
and treacheries. I prayed, that this peace might loage contynewe, 
and that her honor might increase by due obseruacion of the same ; 
and fynaUy assured her that the Queene my soueraigne did participat 
with her in all her prosperityes. The Queen answered that she 
found the Kinge verie well affected to this peace ; that of her part 
she did further yt to the best of her power ; that she thought her 
selfe verie happie to haue performed yt; that the Kinge desired 
nothinge more then the preservacion of hie subiects ; that his late 
warres tended to no other end then to procure this peace ; that this 
peace was of the Kinge's owne makinge, that he will not fayle to 
obserue yt ; that he would make yt evident to all the worlde how 
deareUe bee accompted of his word and promise, that, as the Queene 
my soueraigne had peace at home, bo she doubted not but that her 
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Highnes would be gladd to see her neighbours in peace abrode, and 
that shee would be alwayes readie to reioyse with her felicityes. 
I replied that I desired nothinge more then the quietnes and tran- 
quilitie of this reahne, and therefore would not spare to say Tnto 
her my symple opinion of the meanes most meete and effectual! to 
that pxu^wse ; whereof the first to sownde with good iudgement the 
humors and dispositions of soche as desired or conseyled the violacion 
of this peace, whose counsella and advises would easylie bewraye 
theire inward corruptions, tendinge to no other end then to satisfie 
the insatiable ambition of theire aspirmge myndes hy the ruyne of 
others. The second, to ponishe with all rigoure and extremitie the 
first in&actor of this Edict, to serue for examples to all others to 
r^»yne from like attemptes. The Kinge (sayethe shee,) will not 
receive the councell of soche as shall perswade to hie dishonor, and 
will not fiQe to mynister justice without mercie to aU soche of 
hothe religions, as will refuse to liue within the compasse of his 
ordonnances. 

But now. Madam, (quod I), as you haue made peace at home, so 
doe your indevoure to conserue peace with your neighbours abrode. 
I told her she could not he ignorant of the late accident happened 
betwen the yonge Lansacq and the Englishe shippes ; that there waa 
a great fault comytted by the mynisters of the one or the other parte ; 
that I heleeued verilie that neither the Queen my mistres or the 
Kinge her sonne had anie parte or portion in this &ult ; that the 
fiwte was not to be excused, in my opinion ; that I had ben credybly 
advraiised of the plaine truthe of all theise dolnges ; that vppon light 
occasion, or non at all. Her Majesty's suhiects had been ymprysoned, 
intreated m gaily slaues, rannsonede, and they and theire shippes 
carried away as lawfullye taken in a lawfuU victorie ; that these 
offices were vnworthieof the good intelligence which bathe of longe 
contynewed betwene theise two Realmes ; that this was not the way 
to nowrishe good amytie betwene the Queen my mistrea and her 
Sonne ; that for my parte, I was hartelie sorie for yt, and therefore 
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prayed her to haue due oonsyderation of iheise thinges, least havinge 
newlie escaped one perilloua daunger, they fiUl into an other that is 
more dangerous. The Queen answered that the King was not yet 
dewlie informed of the circumBtances of this &cte ; that he should 
heare more verie shortelie ; that shee knewe verie well there was no 
fault in her Ma"* ; that also there was no foulte in the Kinge her 
Sonne ; that he desired nothinge more then to keepe the good amytie 
with her Highnes; that the Kinge was credyblye advertized that 
theise shippes had spoyled his subiects on the seas ; that tiiinges must 
he reformed ; and that she would not fiiyle to ymploye her power 
and credytt to the maintenauce of good amytie betwene theise two 
Crownes. 

I said I could not tell what shee had heard, and prayed her to 
resenie one eare for her Ma*"'. I told her I did not doubte but that 
reports were brought to the Court daylie to the advantaige of the 
yonge Lansaeq, whoe might cause to be said for him selfe what 
pleased him without controulement ; that I was not ignorant of the 
truthe of this matter ; that yt was easye to iudge where yt wringed ; 
that I had not forgotten that her Ma* did once say vnto mee that I 
found theise two Realmes at my comynge hither in good and perfect 
amytie, and that yf anie breache did arise hereafter, she would 
ympute yt vnto me ; that now I might be bold to say that the occa- 
sions came from theire syde, and therefore prayed her ones againe to 
consyder well of yt. The Queen promised that there should be no 
fault in the Kinge her sonne, or her. 

Then I addressed my self vnto the Frenche Queen, and said vnto 
her, that, consyderinge the nere couiunction betwen her and the 
King her hushande, I could not be ignorant that her interest in this 
Peace was verie great, and therefore would not fayle to reioyse with 
her for this singuler blessiuge. I told her that she had the reputacion 
amonge all men to be of a meeke and mylde dispotition, to be a louer 
of peace, and to desire quietnes at home and abrode ; that the world 
did give vnto her the honor to haue ben one of the principall pro- 
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carers of this peace, aad did assure them selfes of her ready good 
will to the obserracion of the saine. I prayed her to beleeue that the 
Queene my mistres did participat with her in all her prosperityes, as 
one that wished vnto her aM. honor and dignitie. The Queen 
assured me that no other was more gladde of this peace then shee ; 
that the Kinge had longe desired yt ; that [he] intended nothinge 
more then to obserue yt; that shee was likewise affected ; that the 
Queene my mistres had tasted the fruits of peace theise manie years ; 
that she doubted not but that shee would be gladd to see this realme 
deliuered from theise misei^ble troubles ; that shee wished vnto her 
Highnes the full heape of all felicitie, and would be readie to reioyce 
with her Tppon everie good occasion occurrii^. 

I send vnto your Honor this copie inclosed of a byll deliuered vnto 
me by Gondie ymediatlye after my awdience, sayinge that Mns' 
Lansacq desirede me to pervse yt, Euid then to send yt againe vnto 
him. 

I sent the said Bill the next morninge to Mens' La Mothe 
Penelon by my Secretarie with this message, that, consyderinge he 
had negotiated with me by comaundment from the King touchinge 
the late accident betwene the yonge iUuDsacq and the Englishe 
shippes, havinge received the day next before a byll &om the father 
of the said Lansacq touchinge those causes, I thought good to 
aduertise hym of my opinion touchinge the said byll, which I 
found to be insufficient, ymperfect, and &yvoIous in all the points of 
the same, and was gladd to see that the doinges of the yong Lansacq 
had no better foundacion; and so prayed him to say from me, 
aswell to the King as to the yonge Ijansacq. La Mothe tooke the 
byll, with a promise to doe as I desired ; and, indeed, the takinge 
and retayninge of the trompet by namelesse men ; the quarelinge 
and brawlinge betweene the Englishe maryners ; the surmise of two 
f renche barks taken by Englishe men ; the goodes founde abourde 
theise Englishe shippes, which they pretend to belonge to marchants 
of Mercelles, and perchance were l»ought of those of Roohell ; and 
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Boche other like allegations, cannot suffice to condemne this whole 
fleet, and so many innocents belonginge to the same. 

The Deputies of the Einge of Navarre haue forebome to come 
vnto me, vntyll they had dispatced all their buisnes with the King. 
The articles sent here with all are made so deintie as I could not 
gett them by any means of any of the Deputyee. 

The Deputies haue good hope of the contynewance of this peace, 
and of the Einges sinceritie in this behalfe ; and yet some others 
seeme to feare least, directlie or indireotUe, some thinge may be 
done to the disturbance thereof by colour of the late ligues and 
associacions made within this realme, the Catholiques pretendloge 
that theire landes, goodes, faitiie, and consciences are alreadie 
engaged by expresse authoritie from the Kinge, and therefore 
canne not admitt the execution of this Edicte without the indigna- 
cion and censure of the Apostolicq Churche. Yt ys feared least 
the Howse of Quise will advaunce this oposition, which of yt selfe 
canne not be dangerous, yf yt be not ioyned without secrett 
Luteligence. 

Mons' IjanguiUier, Clansone, and thother Deputi^ of the Kinge of 
Navarre and Prince of Cond6 haue ben especialie required to signifie 
vnto mee the great and singuler affection of the said King and Prince 
towardes her Ma*^, that they wilbe alwayes readie to ymploy theire 
lyvinges and lifes at her Higbnes comandement, and that they will 
dispatcbe a gentleman shortlie into England to acknowledge theire 
thankfiillnes . 

Mons' departed irom hence in post towardes Paris the first of this 
present, and is said to goe from thence to 1a Pere, in Pycardie, to 
see his sister the Queene of Navarre. The companies of footemen 
which were about this towne are some departed alreadie, and the rest 
readie to marche towardes Pycardie. Mons' [ ] latelie come to this 
Court, and [wbo] hathe ben £^ent for the King in Flaunders, ys 
alwayes with Montf. I leave theise thinges to your better consydera- 
cion. The gouemement of Languedocq shalbe devided betweene 
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the Maresclial Bellegarde and Joyeiiae. DanTill shall haue his 
marquisat, vhich he hathe bought full dearelie, Gk>d knowethe. 

The popidar state of Genea hathe growne jaloua of Bome gallyes 
arrired there of late out of Naples, and of other forces which the 
King of Spaine intertaynethe in those parts. Great preparations is 
made for theire defence, and the Duke of Toskane is a partison in 
this matter gainst the Einge of Spayne. 

I sent my secretarie three or foure days past to Mons' Pynart to 
pray him to advertise me yf the Kings had taken anie good resolu- 
tion touchinge the Bnglishe shippes, and received smswer from him 
that the Kinge had as yet heard nothinge from Brouage. 

The fourthe of this present in the eveninge, I was informed by one 
that came directly from Brouage, that the messenger sent thether 
by the King to ezamyne the circomstances of this fact, was returned 
hyther at that instant, and had brought with hime a longe examy- 
nacion of the same; whererppon I sent my Secretarie againe to 
Pynart the next mominge to tell him that, beinge advertised of the 
arrivall of this messenger from Brouage, I trusted now to receive 
some good newes from him, He answered that he had heard 
nothinge, and that he knew nothinge ; and this answer was made 
in soche short termes, that yt appeared verie well he was sorie to 
vnderstand that I had ben informed of the arrivall of Uiis mes- 
senger ; and yet vppon better advise he called my secretarie againe, 
and willed him to tell me that I should heare from him verie 
shortlie. This informacion was brought vnto the Kinge, the third 
of this presente in the eveninge, and the Kinge departed not from 
hence vntill the v*** day after noone ; so that the King had good 
leisure duringe this tyme to informe hymselfe of this matter, and to 
haue had conference with me either by hymselfe or by his mynisters 
yf yt had so pleased him. But yt appearethe playnelie that he in- 
tendethe nothing lesse ; and, therefore, after his departure out of this 
towne, sent a genUrauan vnto me with theise ezamynacions enclosed, 
comaundeinge him to signifie vnto mee, that of all the shippes 
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taken by yonge Lansacq, onlie xiilj or xvj (tlie messengerB did not 
well remember the nomber) were stayed ; that besides the trafficq 
with the King's rebells and enymyes, theise said shippes had vsed 
Bondrie actions of hostilitie ; that the said Jjansacq reputed them 
as lawfully taken ; that the Kinge could not bee satisfied with the 
depositions of those of his nation which had anye interest in this 
cause; that therefore he had caused soudrie Engiishe men to be 
examyned ; that he would not support the yonge lausacq in any of 
his doinges, that shalbe founde contrarye to the good amytie betweene 
him and her Ma°^ ; and fynally that I might haue accesse to the 
Chancelore and others of his Counsell for furthere conference herein 
at my convenient leasure. I answered that I would haue been 
gladd to haue ben informed thereof, before the departure of the 
King ; that perchaunce some shorte conference would haue appeased 
this trouble ; that tracte of tyme ys daungerous in theise like cases ; 
that the arrest of ZTJ shippes so longe tyme canne not but breede 
great domage ; that this delay was accompanied with manie daungers ; 
that yt had ben good to haue passed over this matter with lease 
curiositie; that a curious and straight examynacton thereof may 
bee more perilous then profitable ; that I coulde not perceive, by the 
depositions, that theise English shippes had vsed anye one action 
of hostilitie ; the companye or other doinges of the shippe of Rochell 
touched them nothinge. And, therefore, as one that desired nothinge 
more then the oontynewance of good amytie betwen theise two 
Crownes, I wished that theise great iniuries should not be proferred 
vppon so slender occasions, and that theise shippes were deUuered 
without anye further proces. This messenger told me that the 
yonge Lansacq desired no other iudge in this matter but mee, and 
that the old I^ansacq had willed hitn to signifle vnto mee that his 
sonne shalbe ordered by me. The said messenger protestethe that 
yf the old Ijansacq wiU folowe his advise he shoulde not fayle to 
comaunde his sonne to dischai^e theise shippes without delaye. 
This gentleman is (no doubte) wearie of the matter, and beinge 
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appointed to make his ymmediat Tepaire to the Court, will make 
Boche reporte (yf I be not deceived) as theise shippes will not be 
longe detajned, Tnlesse these delayes be vsed (a matter verie likelie 
in my opinion) because they Will eee in what parte her Ma* will 
take theise doioges. 

The King is gone to Champignye, a house belonginge to the 
Duke of Montpencier, and from thence comethe to Towers, where 
I shalbe assured to finde him ; trustinge in this mesne tyme to heare 
fipom yoiur Honor ; and in deede woxild be eorie to deale with the 
Kinge here in, TntUI I weare further aduertised of her Maiesty's 
pleasure. The Kinge sendethe me worde, as your Honor hathe 
heaide, that I shall conferre herein with the Chauneeloire ; and the 
truthe is that the Chauncelor was alreadie departed the same mom- 
inge before the King to the house of hia sonne-in-lawe dwellinge 
besid Towers, and dothe not retome againe to the Courte vntill the 
cominge of the K ing to Towres, which prouethe plainelie that all 
theise delayes haue ben Tsed of deliberat purpose. 

I haue ben eamestlie desired by Mons' L'Anguillier to remember 
him vnto her Ma*"', and to assure [her] aswell of his thankefullnes for 
the singuler benefitts which he confessethe to haue received of 
her Highnes, as also of his readines to doe her all the service that 
may lye in his lyttle power. Also he pretendethe to desire nothinge 
more then to be assured of your good frindshippe, which hatho ben 
shaken as he saithe by synister meanes. This man was no straunger 
vnto roee, althoughe I had neuer sene him, so as I knewe the better 
howe to vse him. I haue had great conference with Clansone, 
whom I finde zealous, honest, and wise. 

This bearer hathe stayed here one whole day for want of horses, 
Mons' beinge ryden to Paris in post with xxx horses ; and manie of 
the nobilitie do taxie for horses to foUowe him, so as I am not yet 
assured when I shall haue horses. And thus, &c. 

Yt is said that L'Aubespine, brother-in-law to Mons' Pynart, is 
Tppon the point to be dispatched into England to certifie the newes 
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of the Peace. I heare yt was misliked that the last messengers sent 
for like purpose was not rewarded. 



To M" Walsinoha-h. 

Tmediatlie after the departure of the Kinge from hence, a gentle- 
man sendethe me this darke mess^e, that their matter went forward 
better then they could wishe ; and that perchaunce Mons' would 
come no more to this Court theise twelue monethes ; and that Bussy 
and he coulde not be suffered to goe with bim, but they woulde goe 
after bim ; and that they had fowrten complaints against Queen 
Mother. I vse bis owne wordes. This man will say ynoughe as 
you knowe, and by this token yt may please you to gesse his uame. 
This tale, no doubt, bathe some meaninge; I coniecture that the King 
and Mons' baue agreed betwen them selfes that the absence of Mens' 
shall seeme to be agaiuBt the good will of the Kinge ; and that, in this 
meane tyme. Monsieur shall make some attempt Tppon Maunders. 
This gentleman would faine baue a pension ; and saiethe that Mf 
Willson did assure bim of yt ; he promisethe great s^rice. I sought 
to speake with him my selfe; which I coulde not doe by some 
occasions, whereof I was hartilie sorie, &o. 



To HT Lo&D OF Leicester. 

My verie good Lord, The King is departed this daye towardes 
Paris ; and the Deputyes sent from the King of Navarre are also 
retumede towardes him, with soche satisfaction as maye appeare 
vnto your Lordship by some notes sent herewithall to M' "Walsing- 
ham, which came not to my bandes mtill this last eueninge, and are 
of Boche lengethe as tyme did not seme me to make more then one 
copie, beinge required to restore the originall. Manie haue great 
hope of the dewe obserracion of this Edicte, and others are in do 
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lesse feare of the late lygues and associations made within this 
rea1ine> confinued by oathe and aucthorised by the Xing. Yt is 
said that their goodes, kmdes, faithe, and consciences are alreadie 
engaged, and is thought that the House of Quise will not hinder this 
opposition. Manie companies of footemen are yet intertayned, and 
marche daylie towards Fycardie ; your Lordship may be assured that 
the French souldier will not be idle, and yn deede yt is of necessitie 
that be must be employed. And thus, &c. 



To UT Lord Tbeasorgr. 

My verie good Lord, I knowe no other newe matter wortbie of 
your Lordship then soche as ys contained in the articles sent by this 
bearer to M' Walsingham, which came not to my bandes TntiU this 
last eveninge, and was constrayned to restore them in the morninge, 
the same beinge so longe and tedious as tyme did not seme me to 
make more then one oopie. The Kinge goethe to Paris by easye 
joumeis, and Mons' is gone tbether in post, intendinge (as yt is said) 
to goe firom thence to La Fere in Ficardie to see his sister the Queen 
of Navarre. Yt ia not to be doubted but that this viago bathe a 
further meaninge, which I hope to discouuer when the Court sbalbe 
settled at Paris. 

The messengera sent to Brouage by the King for the examynacion 
of the late accident betwene the yonge Lansacq and the EngUshe 
shippea retoumede to the Court the thirde of this presente, and [I] 
did now truste ttiat some good resolution woulde haue folowed here 
before the Kinge's departure from hence, to which purpose I sent my 
Secretarie to Mons' Pynart for bis better remembrance ; but the 
ying was departed before I coulde receive answere herein, which 
tended to no other ende, in my symple opinion, then to delay theire 
fynall resolucion vntyll they may vnderstand how her Ma"' will like 
of the matter. The circomstances of theire doinges doe easylie 
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bewray theire inwarde meaninges, and especially vnto mee that am 
an eye frittnesse of theire ooimyiige devises, which I caiuiot ex- 
presse soe effectuallie by writinge as were convenient, and yett I 
haue written herein at good lengthe to Alast' WaUingham. And &c. 

To HT LoBD OF Sussex. 

My verie good Lord, This quiet iyme yeldethe no matter worthie 
of advertisement, onleast I would write of the diveisitie of opinions 
touchinge this Peace; which is as diuerse as men composed of 
aondrie humors are diuerslie affected. Some hope ; some are secure ; 
some feare to moche ; some feare to lettle. God onlie knowethe 
thende of theise thinges, as he onlie knowethe the hart of maa. 
Our resolucion for foreyne matters will not be certainelie knowne 
vntill the King haue ben settled sometyme at Paris, where he 
intendethe to he the xxilij"' of this presente or thereabouts. Hons' 
is gou towardea Paris in post, and is said that bee goethe from 
thenoe to La Fere in Fycardie to see his sister the Que^i of Navarr. 
Yt is not to be doubted but that this voyage hathe a farther mean- 
inge, and so manie companies of footemen haue not theire rendez- 
vous in Pycardie for nothinge. The Deputies of the King of Navarre 
are returned from hence with good satis&ction, in which behalfe Mr 
AValsingham cann informe your Lordship of some particularities. I 
haue ben advertised from the King, that onlie xvj of the Englishe 
shippes taken by the yonge Lansacq are detained, and am moche 
deceiveed yf theise also will not be deliuered verie shortlie, as in 
deede theire doinges haue no colore of excuse, in my symple opinion- 
And thus, &c. 

To MT Loud op WAawicKB. 

My verie good Lord, I know no newe matter worthie of aduertise- 
ment, all thinges here restinge vppon good termes of peace and 
quietnes. The Deputes of the King of Navarre are returned 
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towardes him inth good Batis&ction. The King is departed from 
hence this day towardes Paris, intendinge to spend two or three 
daies at Champigny with the Duke of Montpensier. Mons' is gone 
towardes Paris in post, and is sayed that he goethe from thenoe to 
La Fere in Pycardie to see his sister the Queen of Navarre. Great 
preparacions are made in the frontiers ; but to what ende I doe not 
certainelie knowe. Tt is of necessitie that the Prenche soudiour must 
be ymployed. Great talke of some thinge to be done in Flannders. 
Theise thinges will breake out to some certainetie, when the King 
shalbe settled in Paris. 

Sixten of the Englishe sbippes taken by the yonge Lansacq are 
yet detayned, and manie meanes are sought to iustifie this facte, 
which, surelie, in my symple opinion, hathe no collour of excuse, and 
is generally misliked in this courte and conbrey, as knowetho the 
Allmightio, whoe alwayes preserue youre good Ijordship, &c. 



To MT Lord Admiball. 

My verie good Lord, I write rather to aecknowledge my dutifull 
good will then for anie matter I know worthie of adrertisment, all 
thinges here restinge in good and quiet peace (thaukes be to God), 
and great hope is conceived of the contynewance thereof, althoughe 
yt is not to be doubted but that the biumt childe dreadethe the fyre, 
and that manie of good iudgement cannot be satisfied herein, vntill 
tyme shall discouere the good or badd meaninge of the principall 
awthors of this Peace. The Deputies of the King of Navarre are 
returned from hence well satisfied ; and pretend to be of the nomber 
of those which beleeue that the worde and promise of a Prince is 
to be receaved as a lawe and his othe as an oracle. The success of 
theise thii^es is in the handes of the Almightie, whoe knowethe 
what is most expedient for his afiicted Churche. The King goethe 
towardes Paris by easie jomeyes, and Mons' is gon thether in post, 
X2 
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fmd yt is thought that he goethe £rom Uience to Ia Vere in Fycardie 
to see his sister the Queen of Nararre. Some thioke that this 
voyage hathe a further meaninge. I douhte not but that your 
Lordship hathe ben informed of the Englishe shippes taken by the 
yonge Lacsacq, whereof onlie sizten are detayned, and manie shiftes 
are vsed to give some collour of equitie to this rashe fecte, which, 
in my simple opinion, cannot be excused. The King hathe caused 
this matter to be examyned, the depositions of certaine English men 
heinge sent by this bearer to M' Walsingham, which are the prin- 
cipal! grouudes of the yonge Lansacq's institution. I desire moche 
to vnderstand her Mt^esty's pleasure in this behalfe. And thus, &c. 



To M^ Teeasoeer. 

Yt may please your Honor to accept my good will in steede of 
longer lettres, the world here beinge so quiet as yt yeldeth no newe 
matter worthie of advertisements. The Deputes of the KiTig of 
Navarre are retomed with good satis&ction, and with great hope of 
a longe and happie peace. The King is departed towardes Paris, 
and Mons'' is gon thether in post, and is eayed that he goethe from 
thence to La Eere in Pycardie to see his sister the Queen of Nauarre. 
Manie companies of souldiours are yet intertained, and [it] is of 
necessitie that they must be ymployed. Theise thinges will breake 
out to some certainetie when the King shalbe settled in Paris, 
whereof your Honor shall heare from me vppon the first good 
ocoadon occuringe. And thus, &c. 



To M^ Waisingham:. 
October 19, yt may please your Honor to be aduertised that, comynge to 
Towrs the ix"" of this present, and the Kinge arrived theire also 
the same day from Champignie, a house belongeinge to the Duke of 
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Montpensure, I was aduertieed from the old lansacq, that althoi^h 
his aonne had taken and stayed the Englishe shippes vppon good 
and reasonable consyderacions, yet he would not &yle to ehewe all 
dutifull obedience to the Kinge his maeter, at whose comandment 
he had deliuerd the said shippea, affirmeinge that his sonne was 
non of the bn^ bodyes, and woulde submytt himselfe for his 
doinges herein to my judgement. He said that indeede some of the 
Englishe marchants, not marchants (saithe he) but servants to 
marchanta, are yet stayed for some inaolenciea oomytted hj them, 
and [it] is intended that they also shalbe deliuered. I did alwayes 
thinke that this goodlie triumphe woulde end withe repentance, 
and yet I can haidlie beleeue that this restitution is made without 
great Icsse to the marchants, from whome I haue hearde nothinge 
sythence theire first apprehension, sauinge by the messenger whom 
I sent with my servant Wolcot into England, which arguethe great 
necligence in the marchants, or harde and straite dealinge in the 
yonge Lanaacq. 

I was aduertized from the King, by Gondy, when I was yet at 
Poictiers, that I might repaire to Paris at my convenient leasure ; 
and that the King woulde stay in no place more then one night 
vntUI his comynge to DohnvULe ; and vppon this message, the other 
ambassadors departed from Foictiers before the King, for theire 
better comoditie in this longe jomey. Because I trusted to here 
shortelie from her Ma*" of her pleasure touoheinge theise shippes, 
I remained at Poictiers after the King's departure ; and then, takinge 
my jomey towardes Towrs to meet with the King at his comynge 
thether from Ghampignie, I resolued to folow the Court as neere as 
I could, vntiU I hearde out of England ; but, beinge aduertized of tbe 
dischai^e of theise Englishe shippes, I left the King at Amboyse, 
trustinge that he woulde haue performed his appointed jomeye, 
which hathe ben alt«!«d by occasion of the Erenche Queen's aicknes, 
as ys affirmed ; so aa the King ys yet at Amboyse. 

I sonde vnto youre Honor, inclosed herein, the copie of a lettre 
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which I haue receaved from Genera; and, althoughe the same, 
thoroughe necligence of the writer, were not dated,yet yt may appeare 
by that he referrethe himselfe to other lettres of the liij"" of the last, 
that theise Lettres aire uewlie written. I am promised to heare out 
of those partes ones [every] it dayes. I doe also aende vnto your 
Honor herewithaU a lettre which I receared of late from Strasboui^. 

ArnTinge heare this last eveninge, I founde Peter Browne readie 
to departe, whom I thought good to accompanie with theise fewe 
lynes, which I doe not sende vnto your Honor as a pacquet for her 
Ma*", but as a lettre myssiue, and so doe referre the messenger to 
your better consyderacion. Your Honor shall heare from me ^aine 
verie shortelie, and in the meane tyme I trust to leame somewhat 
worthie of aduertisement. 

Monsieur ys yet at La Fere, in Fioardie, accompanied with La 
Mote Fenelon ; and no doubt some great enterprise is in hand for the 
Low Contries ; and some thinke that Mons'. feedethe bothe parties 
with fairs wordes, forbearinge his resolution vntill he may be assured 
to strike with advantage. La Mote hathe had longe and secret 
conferences with the Ambassador of Scotland, before his comynge 
from the Courte, and now againe here of late ; which makethe me to 
thinke that the Scottishe and Low Contrey matters pawe vnder one 
consultacion. I pray Crod theise felows doe not conspire the ruyne 
of the Frince of Orenge, and consequently of all soche as make 
profession of the ghospeU t Fost horses have ben laide for the King 
three sondrie tymes, and all disapointed ; and now men begine to 
doubt when he comethe. And thus I comitt your Honor, &c. 
PoictiCTs, the xix* of Octobre. 



To M"* "Wallsingham. 

Bight Honoreable, Tt is now so longe sythence I hearde from your 
Honor, that I begine to doubt least some mischance hathe happened 
vnto your messenger ; and, therefore, haveinge forborne to write 
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theise fewe dayes past rppon hope to heare from you, which I deaired 
moche for my satiafaction in many thinges, I hare now thought 
good to TBe no longer delaye ; and the rather hecause I ynderstand 
that Peter Browne, dispatched from hence the xix"' of this presente, 
remainethe yet at Deepe, by occasion of contrarie wyndes, the copie 
of my lettrefl sent by him heinge inclosed herein. Yt may appeare 
by this lettre inclosed that the Frenche are troubled with the arrest 
of theire shippes in England ; the messenger pretendinge to be sent 
ynto me of purpose j and, havinge lettrea to the King from Mons'. 
Sigongues, althoughe the Kinge were then here, he departed the 
same day to Dolynville. He would perswade me, the next mominge, 
that he durst not deliuer his lettres to anye other then to Mons'. 
Fynart, and therefore woulde repaire mto him at Dolinuille ; onleast 
I woulde eertifie her Ma"*, by my lettres to bee sent vnto hym to 
Mons' Cigongues, that the Bnglishe shippes stayed by the yonge 
I^uisacq were deliuered. I tolde him that, yf it pleased the King to 
comaunde mee to assure her Ma"* of the release of her shippes, I 
woulde notfaile to performe his comaundement ; and haveinge ben 
privatlie advertized thereof from the old Lansacq, I had alreadie 
signified the same to my lords of her Maiesty's councell ; and with 
this answere the feUowe departed from mee. Because I heare 
nothinge from the Kinge herein, I doubt least there be some further 
meaninge, onleast he be satisfied with my affirmacion to the mes- 
senger, to have written alreadie so mocbe as I knewe herein. Theise 
lettres were deliuered vnto me from Mons' Cigongues, the xxv'' of 
this present. 

Some here, of good iudgement, thioke that this last Peace in 
Fraunce was not concluded so sodenlie, without some intent to make 
some great attempte against England, which shoulde have taken his 
begininge by the mine of the Prince of Orenge. And surely this 
notable mischiefe is not rnworthie of the ministerie of the Spaniard 
and Queene Mother, as lykewise of the Pope and the Queen of 
Scottes ; neither is mlykely to be practized by them, theire straight 
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and [injdissollyble league of firindshippe havinge at this piesent no 
other suhiect that may seeme fitt for soche great personages, to 
shewe the force of theire wicked and malicious mynde ; and some 
spare not to say, that when Don John hathe assembled his forces a 
peace shalbe made ; and then the whole power of Eraunce, Spayne, 
Flaunders, and IttaUe shfdbe ymployed against Inglande and the 
Prince of Orenge. Yt is easie ynnoughe t« see that theire hartes 
are yll affected. Gk>d graimte them lyttle powere ! wMeh will come 
to passe if, acknowledgeinge that our owne arme cannot defend vs 
against so manie mightie and coniured enimyes, we tender the 
safetie of our good irendes abroade, and accompt of them as of our 
best assured buckler to defend the blowes prepared s^ainst vs. 
Some say that Monsieur and the Estates cannot agree Tppon the 
conditions, and that he dothe not lyke of theire proffers ; yea, some 
thinks that all this treatie betwene them is nothinge but dissimu- 
lation ; and that this treason was the grounde plott of the late peace 
in Traunce. The hatred of the greate personages of this realme 
against religion is deadly and irreconcileable ; and, as nothinge more 
is desired then the extirpacion of the same, so nothinge wilbe 
omytted that may serue to that purpose. The Treatie of Bayonn 
and the Treatie of Namure seeme to haue trayted by lyke practise 
to lyke trayterouse effects. The sequel of this treatie is moche feared 
of some here that wishe well to the Estates, and desire nothinge 
more then that they weare relieued by the Frenche ; and, to leaue 
the aiguments which can serue to further and hindre this coniunction, 
they com to this conclusion, that the demaundes of the Frenche 
wilbe of sett purpose so excessive, as the Estates may in no wise 
graunte them with theire honor, dewtye, or profitt ; and yet that this 
negotiacion shalbe contynued, and the Estates shalbe fedd with some 
vaine hope, vntill they shalbe so farre within the daunger of Don 
John as they may not possiblye avoyd theire vtter mine. , I doe not 
knowwhat opiniono theEstates may haue of Mons',but they are moche 
deceaued yf they doe thinke that he dothe or will doe anie thinge 
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herein Trithout the direction and commaundement of his brother 
and mother ; and what good may be expected of theire councell^ 
when the mother is wholy Spainishe, and the two sonnes wholy at 
theire mother's devocion P 

M7 best frendes are abroade, so as I am f<»ced to roaue at theise 
thinges as the common opinion may leade me, trustinge to leame 
some better certaintie verie shortelie. I am not ignorant that the 
conionetion of the Eienche with the Estates is accompanied with 
manie discomodities, and manifest daungers to our estates and 
contrey. And yet because that for manie great and probable rea- 
sones (in my simple opinione) the mion of Frenche and Spaniahe 
requirethe most to be feared as a thinge of most certaine and 
evident perill which may hardlie be avoyded, I hould yt the surest 
way to be most jealous of that side, and yet not to omitt all due 
carefuUnes to foresee the rest the best that wee may. 

Monsieur arrived here from la Fere the xxvj"" of this present, and 
departed the next day towardes Dolinvill ; Mons' Bobignie, Maosart, 
and Villerval havinge bent (been?) with him from theE8tateB,and haue 
presented him with 200,000 florengs, and tapisserie to the value of 
12,000 crownes. This matter is sayed to haue ben longe in delibera- 
tion, and was moche ympngned by the Deputyes of Flaunders, but 
bathe now taken his full effect. Boblgny and Mansart are not in 
this towne. Tt may be that the preparation of the Duke of Ouise, 
the Counte Mansfield, and others of theise parte, may moue the 
Estates, if they be couldly assisted other wayes, to make soche profers 
as they wilbe gladd to accept ; and then theise forces are easilie 
diuerted to be ymployde at the Kingea pleasure. Yt shall not be 
funisse that your Honour know that one John Thivon of the Low 
Contreyes (if I do not mistake some one lettre of his name) hathe 
a yearely pension of 800 florins from Mons', and is a great practizer 
for him in those partes. Don John is saied to haue promise of 6,000 
Beistres from the Duke of Bronswicke and other Princes in Q«r- 
manie ; and that 4,000 Spaniardes and 800 horsemen wilbe with him 
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before the xr"' of the next. He hathe alreadie 4,000 Wallons, beside 
the AlwHwa and Frenche sent by the Duke of Guise ; and lookethe 
[for a] leavie of Italians againste the springe vnder the conducte of 
the Prince of Fanna. Counte Charles, sonne to Counte Mans&eld, 
hathe oomission from the Slinge to take Tpp zxx Frenche oompanies 
for Don John; and Caplf" Stephana, an Italian, leviethe x com- 
panies in and about this towne with lyke pretfflice. Also Hamelton, 
who slew the Regent of Scotland, hathe lyke comission. 

Tt U not to be doubted but that there i» a verie straight Iieaffue 
betwen Don John and the Duke qf OiUte, and that the said Duke 
doethe affect this quarell of the Low Conireyee aa hit ovme. 

Mens' de Yaux, late Gk>uemotLr of Artois, hathe ben here from 
Don John more than xt dajes, and may not depart vntiU he hathe 
spoken with Queene Mother, whoe wilbe here, as alsoe the King, 
before Alholautide. Yt is saide here that Ferier, HarbtdU aad one 
other. Cap*™ in the towne of Mynarba, corupted with rewardes, had 
promised to yeeld the towne to the Maresoall of Khethe, the condi- 
tions agreed, and foure or fiue pledges appointed to be delioered to 
the towne of Nysmes, for the performance of the said condicions by 
the Maresoall. But the Proteetants of those partes, consyderinge 
the ymportance of this place, sent secretly to Mynerba lx chosen 
men, which entered the castle, slew Gapitune Ferier and his com- 
panions, to the nomber of xx or there aboutes, and do yet kee|>e ^ae 
towne against the MarescaUes. 

I am credibly informed that Moulins had 2,000 crownes for his 
Toaige when he was dispatched firom hence into Scotland, beinge 
assured vnto me by one that sayethe that he knowethe whoe paid 
the money, and when yt was received. Yt is said here that he is 
now in England in his retume from Scotland, and then his shorte 
aboade there dothe argue playnely that his going thither was not far 
a matter of Seligion. 

Yt is sayed here that there are new troubles in Scotland, which are 
diuersly reported. And althoughe I do not doubt but that the same 



d by Google 



SIS AMUB pottlet's lettebs. 163 

are alreadie or wilbe ahortely appeased, yet I may not forgett to 
putt your Honor in r^uembrance how easie yt may be for the Duke 
of Ghiise, havinf^ great forces m readmes in Champaigne and 
Ficardie, to embaroke three or foure thousazide men at Calleis to be 
transported into Soottland. 

¥t is reported and beleued here, that the inhabitants of Cycill 
haue rebelled, and haue slaine 400 Spaniardes or more. 

Bomcourte is sent fipom the Kinge of Nayarr to D. Caziniir and 
the Cantons Froteatantes, and yt is said that Fardillon is sent into 
England. 

Blunt and Watkinges, gentlemen of good hovses, the firet of 
, the other of Dorsette, and bothe makinge open profession 
of Poperie, departed firom hence the xxiij* of this preaente, accom- 
panied with one that is semante to Moi^n, whoe came lately out 
of England, and semethe to be a messenger of creditt amonge them ; 
whereof I thought good to aduertise your Honor, because yt may 
seeme oonTenient to examyne this feUowe. 

The yonge Norton depfu:ted from hence not longe sithence to Don 
John ; and from thence hith^, and then to Bouen, where bis ffitther 
is now abydinge, and is looked for to retume hither verie shortely ; 
and from hence to repaire againe to Don John. Theise goinges aad 
cominges are not for nothinge. 

Some here of good iudgement thinke that this late Peace in 
Fraunce was not concluded so sodenly without some intent to 
make some great attempt against England, which should haue 
taken his begininge by the mine of the Prince of Orenge. 

It is sayed that three companies of [the] regiment of Mons'. Gham- 
pignye haue ben defeytted, and a companie of lyght horsmen of 
Uonr^iuaulte ; and that Montignie hathe defeated 200 of the 
Bouldiours of Don John in the subborbes of Namuur. 

The cominge of the Archduke Mathias is moche 8uq>eoted by 
mania here, whoe can bardely bdeue that auie good canne come to 
the Estates of the Low Gontries by anie of the house of Austria. 
y 2 
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Moo^ causethe xz pictures of himseUe to be made in gould, 
whicli of Ijkelyhood are prepared for new frendes. Great somes 
of money are sayed to be levied in this towne and at Lyones for the 
sendee of Don John, and the banckers of Hillaine dwellinge in 
Lyones are sewrtyes. 

Langdon, serrant to the Lord Morley deceassed, intendethe to be 
shortly in England. 

I am advertised that the Queen of Kavure is fully resoloed not 
to retume to her husband, and then I referr to your Honoris better 
oonsyderacion what is lykely to ensewe. 

Pottacript. — ^Beinge vppon the points to seale theise lettres, I 
received those from your Honor of the xxiiij'^ of this presente, 
the contents whereof I will not &yle to accomplishe. 



To M* Walsinohah. 

My old frend teUethe me that the King of Spa^e praotisethe 
by his Ambassador with Monsieur to assist Don John in the subuer- 
sion of the Estates of the Low Gentries, ood to this purpose to aide 
him with 6000 Frenche harquebushers ; that he proferrethe his 
daughter in mariadge ; that he will resigne vnto him all his interest 
in the Low Contriee ; that he takethe vppon him to make him King 
of England ; that his meanea are easie ; that his intelligences there 
are great ; and because he shall not doubt of the performance of 
theise promises, that this warre of the Low Contries beinge not 
lykely to be ended iu manie monethes, he will deliuere his daughter 
into his handes within foure monethes ; that Monsieur is advised by 
his principall CounceUors to take ano^er course ; that the Spanishe 
promises are full of treason ; that the enioymge of the Low Contries 
is eertaine and assured, with theise condicions, that no other could 
lett yt then her Ma*^ ; that she shoulde haue the Ilandes for her 
poroion, leavinge the rest to Monsieur ; that the Prince of Qrenge 
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shoulde be honorably satisfied ; that Monsieur lykethe well of this 
councell ; that he darethe not to write herein, doubtinge least her 
Ma** will make her profite of his lettres to his discredit towardes 
the Estates ; that he wishethe the matter were moved ; that if he 
knewe her Ma**" would lyke of yt, he would not &yle to write vnto her 
of purpose ; that this partie looke vppon him to procure some &end 
of his in the Low Gentries to moue 

(Tu>o leaves tocmtmg.) 

nomber in England, when they are so plentiful! in Erannce. God 
graunte better knowledge of his truthe, and better heaxtes to theire 
Queen and soueraigne then doe appeare in manie of them I Great 
forces are prepared, aswell by Don John as by the Duke of Guise, 
and others here, and (no doubt) will joyne together if the Estates 
constrained by necessitie doe not giue them selues absolutely to 
Monsieur. The Baron Dobigni is now here, accompanied with one 
Yillerral ; as lykewise Monsieur de Vaux, late gouemour of Artoys, 
ys here from Don John. There is great bruite here of tsroubles in 
Scottland, a matter rerie dangerouse as this worlde goethe. The 
Erinche are at good leasure to nowrishe this fire, and theire forces 
are ready to be transported. I will trouble your Lordship no 
further, comitting you to the tuition of [the] Almightie, whoe 
alwayes preserue your good Lordship. Erom Paris, &c. 

Fo9t Bcript. — ^Beinge vppon the point to eeale theise lettres, I 
receaved your Lordship's most curteouse and favoreable lettre of the 
zziiij"' of this presente, for the which I doe most humbly thanke 
your Lordship. 



To MT LOBD KeEFEB. 

My rerie good Lord, Althoughe I knowe no new matter worthie 
of adyertiflement, yet, this bearer M' Duncumbe repairinge into 
England, I woulde not &yle to trouble your Lordship with theise 
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fewe lynes, to Bi^^nifie l^ the Bsme my dtityfuU good m\l tovardes 
yoa. The Low Contryes are the Bubiect of the conneell'a delyber- 
aciona and actions of the rrenche at this tyme. Mons' De Vanx 
beinge here &om Don John, and the Baron Bobignie from the 
Estates, companies of Prenche sonldiers are levied dayly, with out- 
ward pretence to seme Don John, whoe expectethe great forces out 
of Italy, and preparethe for a shajpe and deadly warre. I may not 
omitt to comend vnto your Lordship the honest, diligent, discreet, 
and fiuthefull seniice of thia bearer ; which deseniethe Terie good 
acceptation, thinkinge him worthie of the gouemement ot your 
Lordship's sonne, or of anie gentleman in England, of what degree so 
erer. I cannot tell if your Lordship be more indebted Tnto him for 
his oarefiilnes in your service then I am for his good and quiet 
behaviour in my house. And thus, &c. 



To UY LoED OF Bedford. 

My verie good Lord, I thinke my selfe verie vnhapie to be absent 
at this tyme, when the West partes are so hapie to enioy your 
presence, beinge not ignorant that the same is no lesse profitable 
then comfortable to all the true christians and £aitliefull subiects of 
Devonshire and other shires adioyninge ; I reioyoe moche for theire 
sakes, that Qod hath called you thither, and do trust to be bo ha^ie 
to finde your Lordship there at my retume. Yt is pitifuU to see the 
nomber of yonge gentlemen repaired hither for matter of religion ; 
whereof some haue ben here of good contynuance, others are come 
out of the Low Contries to avoyde the troubles there. Some of theise 
are content to liue quietly, and, leaving theire Queene and contrey to 
the good pleasure of the Almightie, seeke only lyberly of conscience ; 
others are more malicious, and spare not to enter into dangerous and 
pernicious practizes t^ainst her Ma*** and her State. QoA graunte 
them better myndes, and deliuere me from soche neighbours ] I am 
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gladd to thinlce that Deromhire and Somerset are not spotted with 
this kinde of fellowes ; and, indeed, there are non here oat of those 
shires; and I knove fewe other shires in England that canne he 
excepted. 

Your Lordship cannot be ignorant of the late Peace concluded 
betwene the Einge and his subieots, by occasion whereof all thinges 
are here in great quietnes, so as I knowe no new thinge worthie of 
your Lordship. And now all men's eyes are bent towardes the Low 
Contryes, and I thinke the heartes of the Frenohe are also there, as 
willappeare8horteIybytheiredoinge8(if IbenotdeceaTed). Frenche 
companies are levied dayly, with out^rarde pretence to aerue Don 
John, whoe expectethe great forces out of Italic ; and, if the Frenche 
joyne with him, he wilbe a daungerous enemie for the Estates. 
Ambassadors are here at this presente ; Mons' de Yaux, late gouer- 
noure of Artoyes, from Don John ; and the Baron Dolngny, &om the 
Estates. And thus I leaue to trouble your Lordship, most humbly 
prayinge you to accompte of me as of one that is wholy at your 
Loiidship's comaundement, as knowethe the Almightie, whoe alwayes 
preserue your gode Lordship. From, &c. 



To S^ Abthtte Basset. 

Good M* Basset> You are so proude that you haue gotten my Lord 
of Bedforde into your contrey, that I doubt if you will Touchsafe to 
bestow the leadinge of poor men's lettres ; and yet I presume that 
your &endshippe towardes me is so well grounded as neither pro- 
speritie yn you, or aduersitie in mee, canne diminishe the same; and 
therefore do not doubte but that my lettres shall receive theire 
welcom after the old &shion. God graunte you and your contrey 
longe to enioy the presence of that noble gentleman ; and make him 
as hapie in his gouemement, as you are hapie to be guuemed by 
him I Reward and ponish^uent were well devised by our elders as 
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the onely meanes to maintame the societie of mankinde ; and nowe 
you are assured that in your shire the good shall haue theire inst 
eomendacions, and the yll theire due puuLshmeut. I trust to be so 
hapie to retume in conTenient tyme to haue my parte of this 
hapines. Our quietnes is soche in theise pivtea, as wee are now at 
good leasure to devise howe to trouble the quiet estate of other 
contries ; and you may be assured that manie great practifies are in 
hande evene at this presente. I thaiike you most hartely for your 
lettres. I pray you comend me most bartelie to my coziu Chechester ; 
and God graunte vnto you bothe all increase of felicitie. From 
Paris, &c. 



To MR Tebmainb. 

October 30, B', Your lettres of the xiiij*** of the last came to my handes the 
^^■77- xix* this presraite ; and you may be bolde to thinke that they were 

gladlye receiTed as cominge &om him whom I loue entirelye. I 
loue you because you loue mee; but I loue you constantly and 
speciallye because you are worthie to be beloued. I dedre moche 
to be dischardged of this journey ; and to be returned to my poore 
home, where I trust to re&eshe my wearie mynde with the sweet 
pleasure of contrey lybertie. But I may say vnto you truly, that no 
other thinge there shall comforte me more then the fruition of 
your companie. I receive double joy of the discouerie of the 
Popish treacheries in Cornwall ; first, for the thinge yt selfe, as a 
matter tendinge to the advancement of Good's kingdom, and to the 
suppression of the ministen of Sathan ; secondly, that yt hathe 
pleased God to make choice of my good &iend W Grenefleld to be 
his minister in this point of excelent service. I wishe vnto him 
increase in credyt, and all other hapines to his owne desire ; and doe 
not doubte but Ciod will blesse him, because he is non of the luke- 
warme feUowes ; and, in deed, Gk>d delitethe only in those that deale 
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roundely, plainely, and Bincerly in all theire actions. Tt is easie to 
see that her Ma*^ might sleepe in all Beeuritie without feare of aU. 
forraine power, yf her Bherifes, justices, and soche lyke ministers were 
Boche as did worshipe God truly, and seme her Highnes ^itheftilly. 
But theire winkinge or rather eomfortinge in comers doethe more 
hurt then tiie Lords of the Councell are ahle to repaire, with all 
theire diligence and industrie. The prraence of the Earle of Bedfrade 
one yeare in that contrey will heale all theise mischiefea, and manie 
more. I would her Ma*^ had the lyke mioisters in ererie other 
parte of her reahne. You are hapie to enioy him yett there at my 
retume, (no) whereof I shall haue the better hope if no occasion be 
ministred to suspect the contynewance of this Frenche peace. 

This Peace semethe strainge to all men, and no doubt is suspected 
of manie, and yet some of good iudgment are of opinion that this 
peace may breed manie good and profitable effects. Qod graunte yt 
to his honnoT, and comfort of his afflicted Churche I TMs peace was 
necessarie for bothe parties, being unhable to maintaine theire cyrill 
warres anie longer, and perchaimce this necessitie may seme to good 
purpose to cause the dewe obseruation of this late Edict. God bathe 
blessed you, in that be bathe called you &om the daungerous and 
TDcertain estate of Princes' courtes to liue in the contrye, in all 
pleasure and suerty ; and I reioyce with you in this blessinge, as also 
in your possibilitie to be shortly a &ther of a good Christian soule. 
And this is the portion of (Jod's children ; the wife is to be as a 
&ithefull Tine, and the children to stand aboute the table lyke oliue 
plants. And here, also, as for a matter of singuler comfort I muBt 
congratulate with you, as one that for the great loue I beare you 
am aJwayea ready to participat with you in prosprarities and adver- 
sities, yn good and yll. Gk>d make you a hapie f&tber of manie good 
children, and make me so hapie to see ones before I dye the mistrea 
of Colocombe in her house ! And tbus, &c. 
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To M^ Walsingham. 



NoTember 7, Yt may please joui Honor to be advertized that the Einge came 
^^^^* to this towne the first of this present ; and the second in the mom- 

inge, beii^e desirous to make some entrie into theise matters touch- 
inge the shippes arrested of either side, acccndinge to the contaits of 
your last lettres, and Tnderstandinge that MoDideur Finart was at bia 
house in tiie contrey, with intente to remaine there two monethes, 
I B&ai my somie to Mons' I^Jisacq, to pray him to advertise me if I 
might bdeoe his last message of the release of all the Enghshe shippes, 
wherein I desired to he confirmed because I waa given to vnder- 
stand, by lettres out of England, that two of the best shippes were 
yet vnder arrest. Mon^ I^msacq answered that he was advertised 
frome his sonne that all the shippes were released, and that the mes- 
senger was in the courte, whom he sought with great diligens, but 
ooulde not finde him ; and then concluded that he woulde sende him 
vnto me after dynner. The next mominge the lieftenant of 
Angoulmois, and Deeportea, secretarie to the youge Lansacq, came 
vnto me, the Secretary Bignifyinge that he was sent by the yonge 
Lansacq to assure me that aU the Englishe shij^es w&ce discluu^ed ; 
that him selfe made theire pa^rtes; that he was an eye witnes of their 
departure ; that his master thought than lawfully taken ; that not- 
withstandinge, at the comaundement of the King, he had dismissed 
them ; that the Erenche shippes were arrested in England ; that the 
said shippes and theire marchandizeB were no lesse worthe then 
500000 firankes ; and that order ought to be given for the release of 
the said shippes &, marchaadize. I asked him if he were assured 
that all the shippes were departed, because I had ben informed that 
two of the best were reserued. He assured mee that they were all 
released. I toulde him that yt was reported in this towne that the 
yonge Lansacq had sent some of theise shippes to Bourdeauz as his 
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ovne, and with bis owne ladinge; he said No; and they were all gone 
for Englande. Then I declared -mto him that yt ought not to be 
founde straunge if the Prenche shippes were arrested in England, 
when so manie Englishe shippes had ben first stayed in Fraonce ; 
diners of the fact^nrs and masters made compamons with the galley 
slaues ; great sommes of money exacted of them by way of rann- 
some for theire persones and ladinge ; and that as theise offices were 
Tnwortbie of the good amytie betweene theise two Kealmes, tendinge 
directly to the violatione of the same, so I coulde not tbinke that the 
Frenche shippes coulde now be deliuered vntill fall satiafiwtion were 
made of theise manifest and open iniuries, and of the losses and 
dommages sustained by the Englishe marchantes. The secretary 
replyed that indeed t om vi of the masters were ymprysoned; 
that there was no monie exacted ; that the men and shippes were 
deUuered ireelie, without raunaom or other payment ; and that one 
Mona' Miron, sent thither by the King for this purpose, coulde 
witnes how all theise tbinges passed; and that Mons' I^nsacq 
woulde cause the same to be verified vnto me in this towne. I told 
him I had great cause to beleue that theise tbinges were done in 
soche sorte as I had declared; and, notwithstandinge, if Mons'' 
lAnsacke woulde gine me to Tnderstand firom the King of any 
matter to the contrarie, I would not faile to advertise her Maiesty 
thereof. Then I prayed the Lieutenant Oenerall, whoe was sent 
hither for no other purpose then to be a witnesse of our commimi- 
oacion, to tell Mens'' Lansaoq that he had the reputacion to be a 
louer of peace, and to have ymployed his Tttermost indevor, &om 
tyme to tyme, to conserue the good amytie betwene theise two 
Crownes ; and, therefore, shoulde doe well to procure due satisfaction 
to be made of these wronges ; whereof would ensewe> not only release 
of the Frenche abippes, but also comfort and bouldnes to her 
Maiesty's subiectes to contynew theire trafficq in this reahne as Id 
tyme past. The Secretarie had said, in his first discourse, that at 
the deliuery of the Englishe shippes two only masters remayned, 
z2 
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whoe sythenee desired to goe to Rochell, and had theire pasport to 
this effect ; and where they were now he could not tell. This tale 
was yttered bo suspicdouBly, as I beganne to doubt what was become 
of theise men ; thererppon I tolde him that the old Lansacq, in his 
first message of the release of theise shippes, did aduertise me that 
some English men remayned yet prisoners, for some insolencies 
comytted by them ; and that I doubted not but that theise prisoners 
were the same which he said to be sent to Bochell by pasport ; and, 
therefore, if they were ymprysoned by the yonge Lansacq, yt were 
reasonable that they shoxdde answer for theire fiirthcominge. The 
Secretary began to stagger in his tale, and could not call to his 
remembrance that any Englishe men were ymprisoned, so as I feare 
least theise two men sent by pasport be the masters of M' Sacforde's 
two barkee, and then they haue revenged ihe complainte made by 
hia other serrant. 

The first of this presente, two Englishe marcbante repayered vnto 
me &om Roane, to informe zjie that three small Englishe barkes (but 
lichely laden) were arrested at Deepe, as lykewise all the marchan- 
dizes belongeinge to the Englishe marchants in Koane, and that they 
had ben with Mons' Carouges for the discbardge of the arrest made 
at Roane, who answered that he looked to Tnderstand the King's 
pleasure rerie shoctely, and then trusted to satisfie theire request. 
The marchants, doubtinge to be delayed, desired my hdpe, and I was 
not sory to haue these occasion to rypp vppe these broken matters. 
I sent to Brulart (who supplyethe the place of Finart in his al»ence) 
to moue the King for the release of theise shippes and marchandizes, 
trustinge by this occasion to haue opportunitie to enter into further 
confCTcnce. I receaved answer that lettres should be graunted by 
the King aswell for Deepe as for Roane, for the release of the 
shippes and marchandizes arrested theire, and shoulde be deliuered 
Tnto me the next mominge, but that the same myght not be effect- 
uatede vntill the Erenche shippes arrested in England were restored. 
Seinge that I heard no more &om Mous' Lansacq, and that Brulart 
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had mituBtred no other matter, I returned my secretary forthwith to 
Brulart, to tell him that I had oonaydered of his answer ; and, as I 
desired nothinge more then the contynnance of good amyty betwene 
theise two Eealmes, so I thought good to deale playnly with him, and 
to signifie vnto hun that I did not thinke theise Frenche shippes 
shoulde be deliuered Tutill the Englishe marchants were fully satisfied 
of the sommes of money exacted by the yonge Lansacq for the 
raunsome aswell of theure men as of theire marohandizes, as also of 
theire other interrest &ad danu^es; that the said Englishe mar- 
chants had presented a supplication to her Ma*" to that purpose ; 
that the Frenche shippes were moche hindred by this stay ; that this 
hunderance woulde be increased by this delay ; that this Taine hope 
woulde be rery preiudioiall Tnto them ; that this matter required 
present remedie ; that this inconTenience coulde not be remedied by 
any other mesne then by the full satia&ction of the Englishe mar- 
chants spoyled before Brouage ; and therefore prayed him to consider 
of yt, either with the King or otherwise, as he thought good. He 
answered that the motion was verie reasonable ; that the English 
marchants ought to be satisfied ; that the fact could not be excused ; 
that he did alwayes thinke that the Erenche shippes woulde not be 
deliuered but with this condicion ;■ that he would not fiaile to more 
the Einge in yt ; and that I shoulde haue answere in the mominge. 
Yoiir interest (saithe he,) cannot be greater then ours, and therefore 
there must be no mention made of them. 

The next mominge, after manie protestacions of his gopd affection 
to nourishe peace and quietnes betwene theise two Crownes, he 
teUethe my secretary that he bathe moTcd this matter to the King ; 
that if any satisfaction were to be required, the same woulde not be 
of great valewe ; that the King was sufficient to recompence yt ; that 
yt semed that the Queen of England would give the lawe to tiie King 
hia master ; that the Englishe shippes and marchandize arrested here 
woulde [not] be released vntill the Frenche shippes in England were 
deliua%d ; and that if he would [return] after dynner, he should haue 
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the pasporte wMche he required, and also lettres tor the maichants, 
to Boche effect as ya before mentioiied. 

At the tyme appointed, I sent my secretary for this pasport 
and lettres, who declared Tnto him that he had deliuered mto me 
his message; that the same was nothinge answerable to my 
expectation ; that, as I was not ignorant that the TTing was more 
then able to recompence theise spoyles yf he would, so I knew Tcry 
well that the Englishe marchaats were lesse then hable to beare 
them without theire rtter vndoynge ; that I had no hope the Frenche 
shapes woulde be deliuered mtill oti&e were taken herein ; that my 
motion tended to quietnes ; and that now I referred the successe of 
theise thinges to the good pleasure of onr aupperiours. Mons' Bru- 
lart answerethe that the message which he deliuered vnto him that 
mominge was of himselfe, and prayed that it might be so taken ; 
that the King's pleasur was in substance only this, that he did not 
thiuke good to deliuere the goodes and shippes arrested \xexe vntill 
the Frenche shippes were released in England; and that vppon 
advertisement received of late from his ambassador, he was per* 
swaded that his shippes were deliuered aUreadie, or shoulde be 
shortely. Brulart added that this &ct of the yonge Ijansacq was 
done and oould not be vndone ; that he could not allow yt ; that Tppon 
informacion given to the ambassador there of the wrongea don to 
the English marchants at Brouage, he did think (but could not 
promise yt from the King) that Lansacq's doinges should be 
examined, and order taken acoordinge to equitie ; and that, for his 
parte, he desired nothinge more then that the matter were well 
ended, and the rather (the sooner) the better. 

My secretary pniied him to consider that as the first arrest was 
made of theire side, so yt was reasonable that the r^ease should 
also proceed fiist irom them, with other lyke perswasiocs, but in 
vaine. 

This is all I can gett of them ; and now yt is easie to see that they 
care not moche how you take yt. The marchandlEes arretted in 
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B>oane are of small value ; but yt is lykely that they haue made the 
lyke scarce in S*. Malo^ Morlarys, and other places. I trust this good 
occasion will so discover theire further scope, as shalbe for her 
Ma**" Buretie and quiet. The Spanishe &ction here frill not Mle 
to take this opportunitie to procure our further trouble if they may, 
if this difference be not ended with quietnes. Yt shalbe easie to make 
a good matche in Quien, B>ooheU, Languedocq, and those partes, if 
the matter be well handled. Tt is most certaine that the King of 
Navarre hathe written of late to the Prince of CondS to looke well 
to himselfe, and that he had never more need. The Queen of 
Navarre hathe said that yt should cost 20,000 camion shote before 
she will goe to her husbande ; a matter of great consequence in my 
simple opinion, if theire be any valew in the man. Those of 
Dauphin will not vnarme vntUl the siedge of Hinerba be levied. 
The Admirall and his adherents are not quiet in Xanguedocke. 

Those of Bochell, at the solicitation of the Mayor, lieutenaat, 
and other corrupt fellowes of that towne, resolued in tiieire counsell 
hdue, that the !^ince of Gond^ shoulde come no more within theire 
towne, and despatched a messei^er towards >>iTn with this message, 
who, thinkeinge to find him at St. Jean d'Angely, repaired thether ; 
and, leameinge there that the Prince was at Ponts, was intreated to 
retume ^aine to BooheU, and leaue his messa^ vndone. The 
I^^ce would take no knowledge of this resolution, but sent his 
mtmtre d'kostle to make provision for him in Bochell, where he was 
received without fM)ntradiction. 

The Secretary of Spaine, discoursinge of late of the state of the 
Low Contries, with one whom he took to be bis good &inde, said, 
amonge other thinges, that he was assured the Frenche King would 
attempt nothinge against the "Kiuge his master, and that the Queen 
of England was only to be doubted ; but (saithe he) when the Low 
Contries shalbe apeased, the French King and the King my master 
ruffiieront et mectront eoudz terre ceate malheureuse Boyne (I vee 
his owne wordes). Yt is said that the yonge Lansacq armethe fouie 
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great shippes, and he will sett them to the seas shortely. Three 
thousand Spaniardes & 1,200 horsemen are said to be veil advanced 
towardes Don John, and the last of them to be alreadie entred 
Lafiranche Cont. 

Chamberlain, sonne to S' Leonard Chamberlain deceased, alter 
mania secret conferences with Mankenfleld, lately aniTcd here from 
Boane; and others of theire confederacie dispatched his kinsman 
into England the thirde of this presente, whose name I can not leame, 
bat he is of a reasonable stature^ high colored, a greene cloke lyned 
with redd, the band of bis hatte weaued with siluer lace, and his 
gaekinB of redd clothe. 

The Baron Dobigny, with bis companion, bane sent me word that 
they will com Tnto mee, and I haue loked for them theise three or four 
dayes, but they come ^lot. They pretend[ed] at theire first cominge, 
in theire conference with my ministere, to make lyttle accompt of the 
Frenche, and to depend wholy of her Ma*, not sparinge to enter into 
some loftie speeches of the Quise, the Spanisbe faction in Fiaunce, 
and of the Frenche matters. Not withstandinge, I haue ben informed 
that, cTen at that tyme, they assured Mons', that if they were 
forced to forsake the obedience of theire Einge, (which they did 
beleeue and expect,) they would receive him with no worse condicions 
then they had heretofore receired Charles the y*, and in this mesne 
tyme would recompence his fayoure with pensions, and other 
honorable consideracions. A gentleman hathe ben sent hither vnto 
them from the Estates, to advertise the ymprysonment of the Ihike 
of Aiscote and others at Gland ; and, altboughe longe sithence, yet 
now especially they haue gone so farre as yt is too late to retume, 
and therefore sbalbe forced to give them selues to some Prince that 
canne and dare to defende them. The Erenche cann make theire 
profitt theireof, and haue resolued not to leaue them vntill they haue 
constrained them to speake Frenche or Englishe ; and now the con- 
Bultacions are renewed, theire departure is delayed ; they must attend 
the cominge of the Queen of Kavarre ; and if this tyme will not swae 
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a gent, slialbe sent into the Low Contreyes, and they shall tarry his 
letoume, and thus they shalbe dandeled vntill they haue given them 
selfe wholy vnto them. And yet the generall opinion of the wisest 
here is, that they vilbe abused in thende ; that the Erenche will 
betray them ; that they meane nothinge lesse then to relieue them ; 
lutd that the Kinge and Queen Mother are in theire hartes against 
yt, and all the old counselors about this court, althoughe yt may be 
that Mons' and many yonge men about him do desire yt. Of the 
other side, the Erenche souldiers repaire dayly to Bon John, in great 
companies; manie of good countenances prepare for this serrice; 
great somes of money are taken vp in this towne for the Spaniardes. 
The Queen of Navarre ys yet at Lafeare, remaineing there as yt were 
of purpose vppon this passage to entertaine the intelligence betwene 
the Erenche and Don John. The Kinge openly forbiddethe the Cap*", 
and thereof assurethe the Deputyes, and yet 8e(Tetly permittethe 
them to leave companies. And the Guise [is] so firmely lynked to 
Don John, as yt is not easie to breake theire &indshippe. Thdse prae- 
tises will breake out when the Spanishe forces shalbe amved. This 
matter is of soche consequence, as I dare not vtter my mnple opinion ; 
but, vnder correction, I will only say that yt behouethe her Ma*^ to 
do moche or nothinge at all. There is no meane as I take yt. 

I haue stayed the sendinge away of this pacquet theise two dales 
vppon hope to leame some certainetie of the doinges of the Low 
Gentries, wherein yt may please your Honor to credyt this bearer, 
havinge caused the same to be reported here to soche as will not 
forgett yt if neede require. Tt may please your Honour to con- 
sider of my oldfirend ; he is yonge, and may be a good servant many 
yeares ; he bathe good frendes, good credyte, and good meanes ; he 
was put in hope longe sithence, by him whome you knowe, and now 
he expectethe answere. And thus, &c. 

Toat aeri^t. — The Baron Dobignie had occasion to be in some 
partes nere to my house, and there beinge adrertized by chaunce 
that he was not farre from me, cam vnto me accompanied with a 
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Erenche gent, when I waa rppon the point to seale theise lettres. I 
thinke he did [not] enter into any discourae vith me hecause of his 
companion ; and therfore, after some talke of comon matters, he toke 
his leaue of me, and goinge towardes the gate, tolde vnto me that his 
comminge hither was to informe the King of the inocentie of theiie 
cause ; that they doubted the forces o£ the Guise ; that the Kinge 
pTomised ynoughe ; that, notwithstandinge the Frenche souldiers 
resorted to Don John, and were enrolled dayly in this towne tat his 
seruice ; that the Frenche promises were not vnknowen vnto mee ; 
that the cause of the Low Contreyes was our cause ; that I would 
pray her Ma*^ so to consyder of yt ; that the Estates had discouered 
a great treason of late ; that the Duke of Artscote and four others 
were prisoners ; that he thought the Duke of Arstcot to be guiltles ; 
that I would assure her Ma"" of bis fkithefull seruice ; and that he 
woulde see me againe shortely. 

Sigongues, gouemor of Deepe, comethe vnto me whilest Mens' 
Dobignie was yet with me ; with whom I had a longe discourse 
touchinge the shippes arrested of bothe sides, and haringe ben 
already advertised that he had great particuler interrest in the 
arrest of the Frenche shippes, I tould him as plaine a tale as I could 
of the whole state of this matter, and what woulde be the ende 
thereof; ^id, as the first arrest was made by them, so they might be 
assured that we would be the last that would release. Yt seemed 
that he was sorye that he had not spoken to me soner, and I thinke 
my conference with him will doe no hurte. 

To M"* WAiSINGHAM. 

I haue ben informed by Audeley Donnet that he hathe bene 
advertized from his frendes of your Honour's good affection to^rardes 
him, and of your frindly remembrance to place him with AT Doctor 
WiUson, at his first cominge to be secretary to her Maieaty ; wherein 
he thinkethe himselfe deeply beholdinge vnto you, and will not SaHe 
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(I dare answers for him) to acknowledge this your speciall faTOure, 
with all the seruice that may ly in his lyttle power. And, althoughe 
I must confesse that I may ill spare his honest, diligent, and fiaithe- 
ful service duringe the tyme of my aboad here, and do loue him so 
well as I would not change him for anie other, yet I would be sorye 
and ashamed that his good deserts towardes mee, and my good affec- 
tion towardes him, should in any sorte hinder his preferment. And 
tiierefore, considerii^ that onleast he be in place to take his chardge 
vnder M' Wilson at his first entery into this roome of Secretary, he 
shalhe lyke to loose the credyt of his seruice, which beinge ones 
possessed by another will not be easily removed, I tender his 
advancement so moche as for his sake I shalbe glade to foi^et my 
privat comoditie, and shall permitt him to repaire into England to 
this purpose when you shall apointe. You may be bold to assure 
M' Wilson that this man is sounde in relidgion, honest in conversa- 
cion, quiet in house, diligent in service, and lovinge and trustie 
where he professethe his service. Tt may please you not to repent 
hauing ben carefuU for his well doinge, vntill you shall finde him 
vnworthie of your favoure, which shall never be for want of thanke- 
fiilnes or ready good will to do you all iaithefull service. 

This other matter must be handled with great secretues, because 
yt ymportethe me and my Erende deeply. There will want no 
diligence in the other partie to beat out the truthe. I haae written 
to my Lord of Leicester touchinge my licence to retoume, in soche 
termes as shall appeare vnto your Honour by this copie enclosed, 
havinge also writen them to my Lord Treasorer. And thus, &c. 



To UT Lord of Leicester. 

My verie good Lord, To avoyd newe repeticions, and because your 

Lordship may be fidly advertized of all that passethe firom me, I haue 

thought good to trouble you with this copie inclosed of my lettres 

to Mr. Walsingham, which yt may please your liordship to accept 

2a2 
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insteed of longer lettres to your selfe, havinge referred some matter 
of yimportanoe toiichmge the Low Contryes to the r^wrt of this 
bearer, whom yt may please yomr Lordship to credyt. I haue heard 
Bay that yt is, for the most part, one yearee worke to provide a suc- 
cessor for this place ; and, therefore, haTinge now served here one 
yeare and more, I woulde thinke my selfe moch bounde vnto your 
Lordship, yf yt would please you to enter into consyderaoion for the 
Bupplie of this chardge by some other, wherein I haue none other 
hope then in yo' Lordshtpes &voure. Yt may therefore please your 
Lordshipe to moue her Ma* herein in vonveiiient tyme, wherein I 
would be sory to be soe ymportunat to deserue her Highnes' dis- 
pleasure, and indeede wilbe a suitor herein no otherwise then as the 
same may be agreahle to your Lordshipe. And thus, &c. 



To icT Lobs Tbeasobeb. 

My verie good Lord, To avoid new repeticions, and beoaose your- 
Lordshipe may be fiiUy advertised of aU that passethe frome me, I 
haue thought good to trouble you with this copie enclosed of my 
letlres to Mr Walsingham, which yt may please your Ixirdship to 
accept insteed of longer lettres to your seUe, havinge referred some 
matters of ymportance touchinge the Lowe Contryes to the reporte 
of this bearer, whom yt may please your Lordshipe to credytt. I 
haue heard say that it is, for the most part, one yeares worke to 
provide a successor for this place ; and, therefore, havinge now 
serued here one yeare and more, I would thinke my selfe much 
boimde vnto your Lordship, yf it would please you to enter into 
consyderacion with her Ma"" for the supplie of this chardge by soma 
other. And, therefore, yt may please you to moue her Ma"" in 
convenient tyme, wherein I woude be Bory to be so ymportunat to 
descme her Highnes* displeasure ; and, indeed, wilbe a suitor herdn 
no otherwise then as the same may be agreahle to your Lordshipes 
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good adrise, as knowethe the Almightie, whoe alwayea preserue 
your good Lordship. From Paris, &c. 

I*o$t script. — I feare to comytt anie thinge to your Lordship's 
zipher ; and, therefore, yt may please you to proTide me of a better. 
I haue ben bould to vse your Lordshipe's zipher at this present, 
because I doe not thiuke the tyme to be very daungerous ! 



To MT LOBD OF W&XWtCKE. 

My yerie good Lord, I fidle so seeldom: to "vnite vnto your Lord- 
ship, as I trust you vnll not condempne me for the first fault ; and 
especially when the same dothe not proceede of wilfulnes, necli- 
gence, or want of due consyderacion of my dutie towardes you ; and 
in deed your Lordship may be bold to haue this opinion of me, that 
I write as willingly Tnto you as to anie noble man lyringe. I did 
forbeare to write by my last messenger, because I had no new thinge 
worthie of your Lordship, our actions of hostilitie beinge now turned 
into consultacions, which perchaunce proue daui^erous to our best 
neighbors; and then experience will [teach] vs to our paine that 
occasions lost are not easilie recouered. Yt may seeme reasonable 
in matters of estate, to measure our conscience in our doings 
towardes others by theire intents and resolutions towardes vs ; I 
meane where the same are plainely discouered, so that our preven- 
' tion do not appeare to proceed of ambition or needlesse feare. Our 
enemyes wilbe nothinge so curious in theire exactions against vs, 
whoe do forbeare vs because they cannot hurt vs, and will not spare 
vs when they take vs at advantage. The Spaniard preparethe for 
his owne neede, and the Prenche armethe for companie ; and surely. 
If wee care for our suretie, we shalbe nothinge behinde them. Yt 
may be doubted if the IjOw Contryes wilbe hable to hold all the 
forces which arc now in preparinge in Italie, Spaine, Fraunoe and 
Germanie ; and perchaunce they may goe further if no provicione 
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be made to withstand them. Theire relidgion, there foimer doingea, 
and this suspected tyme, do move ts to be ware of them. I leaue 
them and theire practizes to the carefull con^deracion of your 
Lordship and others my Lords of her Maiesty's CouuceU. 

The Ambassadors of the Low Gontryes are yet here, and looke for 
theire resolute answere very shortly; yn this meajie tyme forces 
resorte dayly to the Duke of Ouise, and then your Lordship may be 
assured that Don John camiot lacke them. I pray God the irreso- 
lution of the Estates be not theire confusion 1 Yt is said that those 
of Dampinie [Dauphin^ ?] will not vnarme onleast the mege before 
Minerba be levied. The Frinoe of Cond^ is at Uochell^ and great 
hope is conceaued of Ms constancie. And thus, &c. 

To THE Eable of Ltitcolne. 

My very good Lord, I am earnestly requested to recommend vnto 
your good Lordshipe a suite dependinge before you, betwene Margaret 
Bourderell, late wife of John Salueny, merchant, and inhabitant of 
this towne of Paris, deceased, and Thomas Galtrope, of London ; 
wherein yt may please your Lordshipe to require your officers to 
graunte expedioion, referringe the equitie of the cause to theire 
consyderacion. 

The arrests of the shippes in England doihe cause manie brutes 
in this contrye, every man discoursinge as his affection leadeth him, 
whereof the greater parte desire nothinge more then to ruffle the 
cardes, and to be doii^ they care not where or howe. I haue 
traveled for the release of the English shippes arrested at Deepe, 
whiche will not be giaunted vntill the Frenche shippes be deUuered, 
which they accompt here to be don alieadie ; they are so well per- 
swaded of our quiet disposition, as they thinke that theise great 
iniuryes wilbe satisfied with a few faire wordes. I leaue this to the 
better consideracion of your Lordship, and others my Lords of her 
Maiesty's Gounsell. 
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The Ambassador of Don John and the Estates are yet here, where 
they want no faire wordes ; hut of which side the deedea will fell out 
yt is not certainely knowen, althoughe most men thinke that the 
Spaniardes credyte in this courte will not leave Son John vnas< 
sisted, and in deed soldiers resorte vnto him dayly out of theiae 
partes. And thus, &c. 



To M» Doctor Wilson. 

S', Tt was not for sparinge of ynke and paper that I did not 
write Tnto you by my last messenger, havinge receaved your lettres 
of the xxij"' of the last when I had already signed my lettres, and 
the curler readie to depart. Yt is easie to see by your lettres your 
dutifiUl affection towardes your Prince and contrey, and I may per- 
ceave as easily your firindly difiposition towardes me. Qod maintaine 
you in the first, and send you manie fellowes that will, cann, and 
date to joyne with you in this godly and zealous course ! And for 
the seconde, I will presume to iatertaine you therin, if my thanke- 
fiillnes and assured good will may suffice. I am glade to heare that 
you are at the Court in theise daungerous tyme, where I wishe vnto 
you inrareaee of honor and felicitie ; and, indeed, yt is now that 
fiuthefall servants must make proofe of theire wisdom, roundenes, 
stowtenes, and integritie. Our enemies are manie, craftie, and 
malicious ; and resolute to do vs all the hurt that they may : our 
£rinde8 are few, or non at all. Our selfes so full of conscience, that 
our conscience wiU not seme ts to defend our selues £rom knowen 
and manifest daungers. We are bold to feare nothiage whra« the perill 
is most ymmynent ; we are fearefiill and a&aid of everie shadow 
where thinges are most easie. Theise are the firuits of securitie, a 
dangerous cooncellor fortius vnquiet tyme. Qod bathe preserued vs 
hitherto, and now (I doubt not) although late ynoug^e, we shall 
assay to helpe our selues, and make our lawfull profitt of soche law- 



d by Google 



184 COPT-BOOK OF 

full meanes as God hath lawfully put into oar handes. And this 
must be donne now or never ; we are come [to] the last cast ; the ax 
is layed to the rote of the tree ; our only buckler remaineinge is now 
in daunger to be cloven in peces, and then let ts look to our tackle ; 
our tume wilbe next. 

This is ynoughe of this matter. The Ambassadors of i^e Lowe 
Contryes, aswell for Don John as for the Estates, are yet here, and 
there is great expectaeion what wilbecome of theire negotiation, the 
one and the other haringe great partisans in this courte ; and yt is 
thought that the resolution wilbe taken within two or three daies ; 
and in the meane tyme Frenche souldiers resorte dayly to Don John ; 
BO as some thinke the olde league with the Spaniarde wilbe preferred 
before all the newe acquaintance. Yt may be easie to iu(^ by our 
actions at home what wilbecome of theiae matters abroade; and 
therefore I referre them to your better consideration. And thus, &c. 



To M^ liElGHTON. 

My good neighbour, Tou must baue some few lynes fiwm mee 
by everie messenger duringe your aboade at the Court, where I 
wishe your contynewanoe Tntill I may be so hapie to finde you 
there. Our actions of hostilitie are turned into cousaltacions, and 
I pray GK>d they be not to their neighbours [hurt]. The Frenche 
are now at good leasure to barken to the estate of other con- 
treys; and yet I thinke they will [not] be advised to enter into 
anie forreyne warre vntill theire matters at horn shalbe better 
settled. We must proceede herein by degrees. The Queen of 
Navarre must be reconciled to her husband ; the King of Haraire 
must be intreated to com to the Courte, and to follow the example 
of Monsieur. The good intertainement of the Kinge of Navarre 
shall encorage the Prince of Cond^ to do the lyke ; and then wee 
shall be^e to consider what may be fitt for vs to doe at home 
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and abroade. And yet in this meane tyme the Lowe Contiyes will 
not be forgotten, which shalbe nowe the sinke to reoeave all the 
treasones and treacheries of HiG Erenche> which haue so longe troubled 
theire owne contry. Gh>d graunte you in' England to deliberat 
wisely, to resolue speedyly, and to execute rwolutely ; [it] beinge not 
to be doubted but that theise Spaniahe matters ymporte vs deepely, 
and require speedy and vndelayed remedyee ; I comytt them to the 
good directions of the Almightie. I pray you be content with theise 
few lynes ; my good will towardes you is sufficient to supplie the 
rest. And ikaa, &c. 



To M" Heneagb. 

S', Amonge manie troubles and displeasures which doe accompanie 
my service in this place, this one thinge dothe comforte me, that by 
this occasion I haue not only rraiewed acquaintance with you, which 
by longe absence beganne to be spent and wome, but also am 
entered into a straight league of fiOrind^ppe, whereof your frendly 
lettres ore a most sufficient witoes of your parte, and soche slender 
effects as my poore abilitie canne yeelde shalbe ready to testdfie my 
lyke disposition towardes you vppon all occasions occurringe. And 
80 I pray you make accompt of mee, as I will assure my selfe of 
you, and will not spare you where I may stand you in steed. 

The Low Contryes are now subiect of our French councells ; the 
Ambassador from Don John and the Ambassador &om the Estates 
contendinge with great devotion whoe may rse best arguments to 
draw the Kinge to his partie. Manie thinke that the resolution was 
made longe sythence. And then yt may be feared, lest the same 
reache to othere neighbours abroade. Tyme will discover theire in- 
tuits, perchauuce to late ; and therefore wisdome must foresee them 
and policie must prevent them. This contrye yeldeth no other 
newe thinge at this present, and therefore with my moat bartie 
2 B 
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thankea for your adTertiaements of the oocurrents of your parts, 
I comende me most hartily to yoa, and you to Qod. From 
Paris, &c. 



To M^ Edwabd Hobsey. 

NoTember 7, 8', — The comou curtesic of Court, which is alwayes forward in 
1^''- outward forme, were sufficient to move me to salute you with theise 

few lynes ; hut I am stirred therto hy r^n^ubiauce of the good 
freindfihipe betwene ts of longe contynewance, and by the good 
effects of the same which I haue receaued from you diuers and sondry 
wayes. I pray you let yt not repent you to vse me frindly, vntill yt 
shall repent me to accompt you in the nomber of my best assured 
fiindes. And vntill occasion may seme me to make profe of my 
thankehdnes, by some offices worthy of your good firindshippe, I 
pray you accept theiae my lettres aa a pledge of my poore good wiU, 
which shalbe allwayes at your comaundement. Our oonsultaciona 
hsK are not yet broken out to anye open conclusions. The Am- 
bassadors of Don John and of the Estates are fedd with faire wordes, 
and now they looke for theire resolute answer in two or three dsyes ; 
and in this meane tyme the Freache souldioors resorte dayly to Don 
John. You know the Spainard lackethe no credyt in Fraunoe ; and 
vnleaat the Estates will play bankropte, I thinke they wilbe abused 
here. I trust you acoompt of me after the olde fashion, and vppon 
that hope I comende me most hartily vnto you. And so do comitt you 
to the mercifull protection of the Almightie. Erom Paris the vij* 
of Nouember, 1677. 

To M^ Walsinghau. 

November 9, Yt may please your Honour to be advertised that the Baron 

^^^^' Dobigny and hia associat Mons' Mansart came to my lodginge the 

viij"* this present ; and after some short speches of other matters. 
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declared mto me, that they trusted to depart very shortly; that they 
had ben that mominge with the King ; that bothe he and Queene 
Mother had gir^a theire &ithefciU promise not to permytt any of 
his nobilitie or captaines to take armes against them; that they 
woulde write to the Comt Mansfield to withdrawe him from Don 
John ; that there was no meane to stay the comon sooldiottrs ; that 
the late wars in the Low Contryes had givrai good experiens thereof; 
that they would lykewise take order for the restraint of all Idndes of 
rictuells and munitions, as also that no exchange of money should 
passe by the handes of Frenche suhiects ; that th^ estemed of them 
as of theire good neighbours and firendee, and woolde doe nothinge to 
theire preiudice. I answered that at the departm« of my last mes- 
senger out of England, her Ma* knew nothinge of theire beinge 
here ; that I had no expresse comaundement to say any thinge vnto 
them ; that they knew the dutie of ymbassadors woulde not permitt 
them to deale rashly in matters of estate, without warrant and co- 
mission ; that I had considered of the old and aundent intelligence 
hetwene the Crowne of Englande & the Howse of Bui^ndie ; that 
this stndte let^e of amitie was grounded vppon honor, profitt, and 
Buretie ; that this mutuall frindshipp coulde not be forborne, without 
dishonor, losse, and perill to theire partie, as theire case now stoode ; 
that I was not ignorant of her Ma*^ good a£Fection towardes the 
Prince of Orange and the Estates ; that I doubted not they woulde 
acknowledge her frindly &.voure towardes them in all their neces- 
sities ; that therefore I thought good to offer my selfe vnto them, to 
doe them anye pleasure that m^ht lye in my lyttle power ; that I 
wished her Ma"* were made acquainted with theire doinges abroade ; 
that I woulde not fcule to advertise her of so moche of theire pro- 
oeedinges here with the Frenche Kinge, as they had signified Tnto 
mee ; ttiat the newes woulde be verie acceptable ynto her; that this 
promise made by the King and his moth^ was verie honorable ; that, 
in my simple opinion, yt was not ynoughe to restrayn the nobilitie, 
onleast the comon souldiours were also stayed; that Don John 
2 B 2 
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granted no capitaineB ; that he desired only JFrenche harquebuBhers ; 
that manie ver said to be gon alieadie ; that by this aocompte manie 
others might follow ; that the power of a King in his owne eontry was 
greate; that he might stay all sortes, if he wonlde ; [that if they did] 
require me to signifie anye other thinge to her Ma*^, Uiat I would 
performe theire desire. They repUed that they had propounded 
nothinge to the Frenche King that might be preiudieiaU to her Ma"*; 
that they had only signified the equitie of theire cause, and diswaded 
the enterprise of the Duke of Guise and Iub associats ; that th^ 
made sioguler and speciall acoompt of her Highnes' &,TOure towardes 
them ; that they were not yet forced by necesaitie to shake off theire 
yoke of obedience to theire King and soueraigne ; that indeed they 
had saied, if theire King did perseuere in his cruelties and persecu- 
tions they shoulde be constrained to seeke the ayd of some forreyne 
Prince; that, notwithstandinge theise fsixe promises, the Frenche 
souldiers resorted dayly to Don John ; that they woulde more ths 
King agaiue to take better order, aswell for the presente as for the 
lyme to come ; that they prayed her Ma*^ to consyder of them ; that 
this warre was chardgeable vnto them; that a good beginninge 
would assure a good endinge; that they pxaied her Ma*^ to enlardge 
her offers, and desired me to recomende theire cause. I tolde them. 
that, as I would not faill to adurartize her Ma* of theire request, so I 
did not doubt of theire wise proceedinges, wherein they hade this 
singuler advanta^, to negotiat with soche as were no straingers vnto 
them ; that they had felt the crueltie and rapine of tiie Spaniarde ; 
that lykewise they knew the humore and complexions of the Frenche ; 
and that (thankes be to God I) her Ma"* had the reputaxdon to deale 
plainely and sinoerly with all men. Then I asked them what they 
hearde of the Archeduke Mathias. Th^ said that they vnderstoode 
by lettres written to Montemoraicie that he was yet at Lira; I 
told th^n I was of opinion (to speake plainely vnto them) that no 
Fruice in Europe had ben to all respects so fitt and conTenient for 
them as the King of Spaigne, if he had ben content to entreate 
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fliem aa his good subiects, and goueme them in meme and justice ; 
but consyderinge his infidelitie, crueltie, and tyranj, and the present 
state of theire matters, I cannot hope that anie good can come mto 
them by any of the Souse of Austriche ; and that in reason and 
iudgment they oi^ht to hold them as suspected. They said they 
were of the same opinion. And thus, after some ordinary cere- 
monies, they tooke theire leaue of me. 

The originail of this copie inclosed was brought vnto me the ix^ 
of this presente at noone ; the contents of the some beinge confirmed 
by the messenger sayinge that he thinketh that all the Englishe 
shippes, excepte those two belonging to ItT Sackeford, which re- 
maine yet at Blay, findinge the wynde lardge, are gon into Englande, 
and were pursewed by the yonge Lansacq's shippes, hut in vayne. 
And now your Honour may see what tnithe is in theise great felowes, 
and how coningly the yonge Lansacq's secretary was sent to confirme 
the release of theise shippes, trustinge by this subtUtie to procure the 
disohardge of theire shippes in Englande, and then they woulde 
haue talked with you at leasure for the rest ; and therefore, hearinge 
that the Frenche Ambassador is very ymportunat for the release of 
the Frenche shippes, and doubtinge least his fiure wordes and the 
great afBrmacion made firom hence of the disohardge of our shippes 
might move you to condiscende to theire desire, I thought good to 
vse all diligence that this copie inclosed might come to your handes, 
and therefore haue sent theise lettres to Boane by one of my servants 
with speede, not doubtinge but that John de Vignes ys yet there, 
whoe shall bringe. this pacquet vnto your Honor. Tn this meane 
t^me I will deale with some of the King's counceU, and with the 
King himself, as occasion shall seme, whereof you shalbe adTertized. 

Great suite hath bene made vnto me of late by seuerall Scotish- 
men for my pasporte to go to the Courte of Englande, where they 
trust to obtaine licence to repaire to the Queene of Scottes; 
and every of thdse feUowes bringethe his seuerall reason. Tt 
may seeme that some here haue great hast to heare firom her. I 
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excuse my selfe Tppon the great brute irhioh bathe ben of late in 
this towne of troubles in Scotlande, and tell t^em that I will graunt 
no pasport Tntill I heare further of theire proceedinges. Yt may 
please your Honour touchinge theise pasports. And thus, &c. Prom 
Paris, the x* of Nouember, 1577. 



To THE Queene's Ma^ib. 

NoTember Tt may please your Ma*^ to be advertised that the x."" of this 
' ■ presente Mons' Segur, one of the house of Perdiean, (?) came vnto 
me with lettres firom the King of Navarre ; and, after a discourse of 
the necessitie of this last Peace, of the small hope y* the same might 
longe contynew, of the froward dealinge of the Admirall and those of 
Bourdeaux, of the good order takai by those of the Religion in 
manie tbinges, of the good a£fection of the Kinge of Navarre and 
the Prince of Cond6 to defend the cause of Religion, and of theire 
Mthefiill good will towardes your Ma*^, he concludeth with a 
request to haue my advise touchinge two points, which did moche 
trouble the Kiugd of Navarre (as he said) ; the first conceminge the 
intended reconcilliacion betwen the said Kinge and his wife ; the 
second touchinge a maryage betwen Mons' and the King of Navarre's 
syster — the first beinge moved with great importunacie, and with 
no lesse fi^ndly and honorable offers in outward apparance. Queen 
Mother and Mons' desirioge to accompanie the Queene of Navarre 
in this journey, and axe contented to referr theire place of metinge, 
theire traine, and all other lyke matters, to the consyderacion of 
tiie King of Navarre. Yf (saith he,) the King refuse his wife, he 
is assured of presente warre ; yf he receive her, he exposethe his 
person to manie daimgers. Touchinge the seconde, if the Kinge of 
Navarre's s^ter refuse a Kinges brother, and the second person in 
Prance, yt wilbe yU taken ; if she accept him, the jKing of Navarre 
is also inpenlL 
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I was not ignorant that jt might be ymputed vnto me for folljre 
and raahnes to vtter my opinion plainely and sincerly in a matter of 
this ymportance, and especially vnto a strannger whom I had never 
seene before ; but I consydered that, beside my good opinion of the 
partie vppon the good r^wrt that I had heard of him, this privat 
confCTence ooulde not be greatly daungerous vnto me, and, por- 
chaunce, were more (xmvenient to be vttered by me then by any 
other ; as also yt was to be feared least this mattOT would be made 
or marryd before this gentleman went out of this. I looked when 
he woidde have told me that this enterview betwene an old Queen 
and a yonge King might bringe furthe daungerous efifectes, but he 
spake nothinge of yt. 

Then I put him in remembrance that in the conclusion of the last 
Peace yt was thought vnmeete that the !Frenche Tfing shoulde 
reptdre into Guienne, and to that purpose [it] was alledged that tiie 
divisions and parcialities had ben great and vehem^it in that pro* 
vince ; tiiat tiie same coulde not be appeased vppon the sodeine, the 
harts and stomackee of the nobilitie of bothe sides were yet fldl 
of venim and bittemes ; that tyme was the only remedie for this 
sore ; that the presence of the Kinge might encourage the Catholikes 
to enter into new £a<^ons, to the disturbance of the comon quiet of 
this realme ; and that the Protestants coulde not so sodenly shake 
of all jalousies and suspicions ; besides manie other reasones and 
ai^pmients which w^re then considered to that effect. I told bJTn I 
could not perceive that the case was altered, savinge that yt was 
empeyred of theiie side ; that the present state of theire affeires did 
require further consyderacion ; that the contraiie &ction had dis- 
couered theire venimous and malicious mindes; that the doinges 
of the Admirall and those of Bourdeaux tended to new troubles; 
that the 'K'ing of Navarre was interrupted in his gouemement 
contrarie to the edict and promise of the King ; that this braverie 
of those of Bourdeauxe did thret^i lyke successe as had bapined tn 
the Prince of Cond6 touchinge Peronn in Picardie; that the pre- 
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sence of the Queen Mother and Monsieur was to be respected lesse 
then if the King were theire in person ; that the former consider- 
acions had now more Tertue ihsa before; that the Kihge of 
Nararre ought first to seeke the quiet possession of his gouemement 
before he enterid into anie new treatie, or did yeld to anie interview. 
But (saithe he,) with what color may he refuse his wife? and 
herewithall the Queen Mother pretendethe that her cominge 
thether shalbe especiall to estahUshe the King of Ifavarre in his 
gouranement. I answered that yt was now tyme, if yt were not to 
late, to knowe the dispositions of theire aduwsaries ; that they had 
felte to theire great griefe that the "K"i'Tig made peace and warre in 
Fraunce at his pleasure ; that so manie treaties of peace, so often 
broken, had prOTod sufOciently that all the insolencdes comitted by 
the Fapistes duringe the peace were plain demonstracions that the 
King intended nothiage lesse than to conserue his edictes ; that, 
beinge at the LoTer in his cabinet, he was to dispose of the Admirall 
and of those of Bourdeanx at his pleasure ; that they ought to 
belieue firmely and constantly that this presumptious frowardnes 
of the Admirall and his assotiats proceeded &om the Kinge, 
and was not done without his expresse comaundement ; that 
there was no neede of the Queen's presence to redresse theise dis- 
orders; that this pretence had some further meaninge; and that 
therefore the King of Navarre ought, first and above all thinges, to 
require order from the Kinge for his establishment in his gouemC' 
ment. Touchinge the Queen of Navarre, I told him that there was 
no necessitie of the presence of Queen Mother and Monsleure ; that 
the journey was not daungerous ; that she might be accompanied with 
so manie of the nobilitie as she thought good ; and that, the King of 
Navarre proferringe to receave her in this order, she coulde not say 
that she had ben refused. Tou know (saithe he,) that there are some 
quarella betwene them, and the mediation of the [Queen] mother 
semethe to be needefuU. I answered that I heard say that the King 
of Navarre desired nothinge more then to enioy the companie of his 
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wife, and had expressly required yt, which argued that he was aUreadie 
satisfied ; and if the Kinge [Queen ?] of Navarre were resolued to 
repaire vnto him, yt was not to be doubted but that she also had 
alreadie disgested all matters of mkindenes ; and then there was no 
neede of mediatora, and that it was to be feared least theise pretexts 
aerred to colour some other practise. Then Teturninge to the second 
point, which concemethe the King of Navarre's sister, I said that a 
matter of this weight required good deliberaciou ; that the contraritie 
in relidglon was greatly to be consydered ; that the pitiAill successe 
of the mariage could not be performed without the assembly of the 
greatest parte of the nobilitie in Fraunce ; that this tyme was not 
fitt for yt ; that some sparkes of jalousie and suspicion did yet 
remaiae of either side, and that therefore this treatie must be deferred 
to be considered at better leasure. I concluded that, as yt semed 
greatly requisit for the benefite of the Protestants to conserue this 
Peace, at the least some small tyme, so the only meane to effectuate 
the same ys to avoyde theise enterriewes and other practizes, and to 
refuse aU conferrences and other dealiuges, vntill the Edict be fully 
executed, aswell in other thinges as touching the gouemement of 
the King of Navarre. 

He thanked me that I dealt thus roundly with him, wherein, he 
said, I had satisfied the expectacion of the King of Navarre : whoe 
was well perswaded of my good affection, as well towardes him as 
towards the generall cause of relidgion ; he said that the King of 
Navarre did referre himselfe herein to the good advise of your Ma"*, 
and woulde not faile to follow your direction in all his proceedinges. 
I loked when he woulde say vnto me that it was to be doubted least 
by occasion of this interviewe the King of Navarre might be 
intreated to come to the Courte ; but he made no mension of yt, 
and therefore 1 did also forebeare to couche yt in open termes. 

He told me that the Kinge had given him leaue to come vnto me, 
and that he woulde see me againe before his departure. 

Sithence this conferrence, one Mens' de la Bocque is arrived here 
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from the Kinge of NaTarre, to informe tiie Kinge of the great 
msolencies comitted daylie hy the Admiiall and his adherents in 
Guien; that, amonge other iniuries, they have rafied a house and 
villadge helonginge to the King of Navarre ; that those of Bourdeaux 
will not receave Biron (althoughe a Catholicke) within theire gates ; 
that the said King hathe good and sufficient meanes to Teveuge 
theiBe wronges ; that he hathe forborne vppon hope to finde redresae 
from the King, and therefor praieth his speedie order ; and that the 
Admirall may be remoued from that gouemement. Yt is thought 
that the conserracion or breache of this lEdicte will depend verie 
moche vppon this resolucion. The matters of Niuemois, Province, 
and those parts, are in no better quiet ; referringe the particularities 
of theise thinges to the report of Mons' Segure, whoe was with me 
the zt"' of this presente, accompanied with Mons' 1& Bocque, and 
did appointe to departe the next day towardes Englande. I haue 
longe conference with theise gentlemen, the same tendinge to 
soche ende as may appeare by a mynute sent herewithall to 
M' Walsingham. 

Consideringe the notable and daungerous faults comitted by those 
of the Relidgion in this last warre, yt is nmrvell to see that they 
could make anie peace at all, and that they haue not ben overthrowen 
without hope of recouerye. Theire first entrye into this warre was 
with disorder and confusion, and moche to their disadvantage. The 
armie on the seas lost soche oportuuitie, as after coulde not be 
recouered ; the forreine soccour was not sought and procured in 
tyme convenient, places of importanoe were lost, some throwe 
necligence, some throw cowardenes ; the longe parlamentinge by so 
manie wise and chosen councellors of the aduerse partie eo nere a 
yonge King was manifestly daungerous, and (no doubt) brought 
forthe badd and vnprofitable effects, treasones in great personages, 
partialities amongest themselues, confucion in matters of counceU, 
[and] some other great disorders not necessarie to be mensioned; theise 
faults, and manie mor of no lease ymportance layed together, the 
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Protestants are moche bounde to God, that they haue made anie 
peace at all. They would excuse them selfes vppon DanviU ; and 
{no doubt) his revolt was of great consequence, but it is most cer- 
taine that yt had ben easie for them, without DanviU, to haue forced 
the King to repent him of the breache of this Edicte, and to seeke 
peace with reasonable condicions. The wise man dothe make his 
profitt of his neighbour's harme, and therefore theise men will not 
faile of theire owne harmes. 

The Queen of N: is greatly pressed by the King and Queen 
Mother to repaire to her husband; they tell her that she shall 
goueme him at her pleasure ; that she shall wynne his principall 
councellors to be at her devotion ; that she shall bringe him to the 
Court ; and that she shall do the Kinge, her brother, great service. 
Otters tell her a contrary tale, and that if she forsake the Oourte 
they will loke to see her no more theire. The event of this matter 
semethe yet doubtefull, althoughe manie are of opinion that she 
thinkethe nothinge lesse then to goe to her husbande. 

The Count Charles Mansfield, Cap"" Stephana, the younge Losse, 
and others, prepare to goe to Don John, and haue receaued money 
of his ministers here. 

I heare no more of the Deputes, whoe are now said to depart 
verie shortely. I thinke they may be sory that they haue taried so 
longe. Theire best Mndes, and soche as tender the cause of relidgion, 
tell them plainely that they are abused, and that this Kinge will 
never do them good. And, indeed, the King hathe dealte verie 
roundely of late with Bussy, and others belonginge to Mons'. 

Tt hathe ben proclaymed here with great solempnitie, that no 
Frinche shoulde goe to the succoure either of Don John or of the 
Estates, vppon great penalties ; and by the same straight chardge 
giventosoche as were allready departed to retume without delay vppon 
lyke pajnes ; but theire doinges sbewethe what the harte meanethe. 

The x'^ of this presente, I sent my sonne to Mons' Brulart, to 

signifie vnto him that, contrary vnto the informacion which I had 
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receared firom the old lAnsacque, and confirmed by the secretary of the 
jong Lansaque, I was now advertised firom Bourdeaux by a messen- 
ger sent of purpose that of the Englishe shipes taken by the yonge 
lansacque, xvj were laden with salte, and the rest were vnladen ; t^t 
the shippes vnladen were raunsomed at seuerall prises, spoyled of theire 
victuells and munitions and other thinges, and so were dismissed at 
Brouage ; that the fEtctonrs and masters of viij of theise xvj shippes 
laden with salt were constrained to pay for theire owne salt, and 
more then the same was worthe, the masters of the other two shippes 
refosinge to yeld to this payment besides theire losse in the payment, 
and in the spoyle of theire victuells and munitioDs ; that, not con- 
tent with theise exactions, tiie said xyj shippes were conducted by 
two shippes of warre towardes the river of Bourdeaux, with intente 
there to volade theire goodes to the vse of the yonge I^naacque, the 
masters of theise shippes beinge bestowed as prisoners in one of the 
shippes of wane ; that xiiij of theise shipes, forced by fowle weather 
and contrary windes, were dispersed seekinge some harbour for theire 
seurtie ; that two of the greatest of theise xvj shippes were brought 
into the river of Bourdeauxe, theire goodes vnladen, theire sailes and 
other furniture had to the land, theire victuells and munitions 
spoyled and taken away, and xlv Englishe men belonginge to theise 
two shippes remaineinge there without victuells or other provisions, 
to the extreame charges of the owner; that theise doinges were 
moche contrary to the messages which I had receaved &om biTrt and 
other of the Kinge's Cooncell ; tbat the same required speedie re- 
f<nrmacion ; and therefor prayed him to informe the Kinge of yt, and 
to that purpose deliuered theise contents vnto him in writinge. 
Brulart semed to be vnwillinge to heare of Hm matter, and indeed 
dothe pretende to mislyke moche with theise insolencies, promisinge 
to move the King herein the next mominge, and woulde advertise 
me of his pleasure the next day after dynner. At the tyme apointed 
I sent my secretary vnto him, by whome I receaved answere that 
the King and Queen Mother were gon to meet with the Queen of 
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Navafre, and that he had not yet conferred with the King, which 
shoulde be don the next mominge ; at which tyme I sent againe 
vnto him, and then receared answer Uiat the King had sent m; bill 
to the yonge I^iosacque and required him by his lettres to make full 
satisfaction of all theise suposed iniuries, and coulde say no more 
herein TntiU he heard againe &om the said Lansacque. My Secre- 
tary asked him if he would send me the copie of this dispatche, 
which he said to be Tsually graunted in all marchants' causes, for 
theire better satis&ction. He said he coulde not deUuer anie soche 
copie. I could not be satisfied with theise sleueles answer, and 
therefore willed my secretary to say vnto him that I wished this 
matter were better consydered ; that theise delayee were not only 
vnprofitable, but also daungerous ; that no other thinge was to be 
expected from the yonge lansacque then delaies and excuses, and 
that this course semed not to tend to quietnes. Hererppon I 
receaved answer £rom him the next day in writinge, the copie 
wh^«of I haue sent to M' Walsingham, referinge the consid^ution 
of the same to your Ma*. I willed my Secretary to tell Brulart that 
this answere made mension of the release of the Englishe shippes, 
which seemed to be otherwise, by the bill which he receaved from 
me. He said that the answere was made accordinge to soche 
informacions as were giren to the King. 

When I was now readie to signe theise lettres, Mens'' Bobignie 
eomethe vnto me, and tellethe [me] that, intending to departe the 
next day, he woulde not &ile, aswell to take his leaue of me, as also 
to informe me that, notwithstandinge the large promises of the King 
and his many complaints Tpon soche adTcrtusments as he receaved 
dayli from his good frendes, he was assured that Gotmt Mansfield 
and his followers prepared for theire voyage to Don John ; that to 
that purpose he had receaved in this towne 7000 crownes ; that he 
made accompte of 4000 Frenche souldiers ; that he had provided 2000 
caliuers, and was promised so manie more; that licence were 
graunted for great store of come, to be sent to the releafe of Don 
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Jolin ; that he expected a curier from the Estates eight dayes past ; 
that he thought him to be interested by the oranamidemeiLt of the 
Einge ; that the Estates declared [P desired] nothinge more then to 
liue in due obedience to theire Kinge and Soueraigne ; that they 
were readie to accept all reasonable condicons of lyfe and lib^rtie, 
and that they trusted moche in your Ma*^' &Toare. 

Thus I haue troubled your Ma"" with manie wordes, wharein yt 
may please you to pardon mee ; and now I ende with my most 
hartie prayers to the Almightie, that as by his mercifoll goodnes, to 
the singuler comfort of aU trew EngUshe subiects, your Highnes 
bathe now entred the xx* year of your most hapie Raigne, so you 
may not only overliue, but also double, the Baigne of your Father ; 
which Gk>d graimte 1 From Paris, &c. 

To M* Walsinohau. 

NoTember Yt may please your Honour to be adrertised that Maresshall 

' '' Mountmorencie bathe ben expected here theise fine or six dayes, but 

he is not yet come. Men talke diuersly of Danvill, who remainethe at 

Fezonas in Languedocque ; and some doubt what wilbecome of him. 

Yt is moche feared least there wilbe some muttnie in this towne, 
whereof there bathe ben some begininge alreadie, the people beinge 
moche discontented for manie causes ; but especially about the in- 
tended fall of monye, wherein if presente order be not given, yt is 
most certaine that some inconTcnienoe will follow. 

Chomerault is despatched from the Einge to the King of Na: and 
anoth^ is gon to him from the Queene of NaT: You must allowe 
them a monethe or two to talke of the 33iatter. Some badd matter 
is in brewinge, and some mischife is lykely to fell out shortely 
amonge them selfes. 

Yt is said that the Electour Fallatine bathe chased 140 mynisters 
out of his dominions. 

I was in good forwardenes to haue discouered a matter of good 
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ymportance; and I was entered thus fiurre that three traytorous 
plottes haue ben sett downe againste her Ma*^ and her state; 
whereof one only hathe ben discouered, and the other two remayne- 
inge Tneffectuated, I cannot ympute the let thereof to anie other 
thinge then to the hope oonceaTed of the stay of theise shippes of 
bothe sides might breede warre betwene theise two Beahnes. I 
trust to heare further. 

Mr. Copley came to this towne adijj dayes past and more, and 
sbortely after repaired to my lodginge, where he discoursed mto me 
some thinges that had passed betwene M' Wilson and him, and 
pretended to beare a true and a faitheftdl hearte to her Ma*^ and his 
contrye, althoughe be coulde not dissemble his singuler affection to 
Don John. After longe conferrence betwene ts, he seemed to de- 
parte &om mee rerie well oontente, and to take all that I had said 
vnto him in thaunkefull parte, promisinge to see me againe ; but I 
heare no more of him, and do vnderstand that he is dayly con-< 
versant with De Vaux, Ambassador here for Don John. There is a 
badd nest of theise felowes in this towne, and there are dayly meet- 
inges and consultacions betweene them. Denny (P) and Williams 
are recomended to Don John by the Duke of Guise, and seme in 
the Castle of Namure ; where are also Wiseman, Blomfield, and 
diuers others Englishe m^i. Mr Englefield is at Luxembom^. 
There are dayly skirmishes betwene those of Namur and the Gampe 
of the Estates, which is within one mile of Namur. Tt is beleeved 
here, that new companies of Spaniardes and Italians, to the nomber 
of 4000, are landed not farre £rom Genes, and shall com rnto the 
Low Oontryes. And thus, &c. 

To M"* Walsinghah. 

Yt may please your Honomr to gene me leaue to referre you for 

the state of thioges here to theise copies inclosed of my lettres to 
her Ma*^ and the Earle of Leicester, wherein I would not iaile to 
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write particuleriy vnto you, yf I did not know you to be so well 
affected of your selfe to the lurtherance of theise lyke causes, as the 
same cannot be increased by my recomendacion. Tt is a good 
sporte to do well, and well doinge may be subiect to manie and 
daungerous stonnes of envy and malice, but yt risethe againe with 
honour, and never tastethe of shippwraeke. Althoughe I doe not 
knowe that your Honour hathe mett with anie contrary wyndes, 
yet I am not ignorant that tiieise flawes are more then ordinary 
amongest those of your proffession. I reioyee moche witti you, to 
see your fame and credite amongest the good men of this contrey ; 
and, indeed, I canne meete with none of this sorte that dotiie not 
loue you, and speake honorably of you. This recompence ys more 
then sufQcient for manie backbitinges, and makethe them eaaie, 
thoughe they were never so manie. Tt may please you to let 
Mons' S^ure to know that I wish him to be intertained in England 
with all curtesie. 

I sende vnto your Honour herewith a discourse sent lately out of 
Oermanie, because I thinke yt will lyke you ; and yet I doubt not 
but that the same is come already vnto your handes. I was driven 
for hast, to cause yt to be copied out by two or three scholers ; 
wherein yt may please you to pardon me, and shall behoue you to 
comaunde yt to be written out ^aine before you can reade yt. 

I am sory and ashamed that I haue not sent some thinge to her 
Ma"" befoire this tyme, which I deferred vppon hope to haue provided 
somewhat worthie of her Highnes ; but by occasion of the plague 
in Italie, there is no new thinge arrived here of late ; and I can not 
find of the colour remended by your Honour. I have Uierefore 
thought good to sende soche as I cann finde ; and because the same 
is not of so good price as I would wishe, I have sent of two sortes, 
and of ether sorto xx Englishe yardes ; which I take to be more then 
ynnoughe to make two gownes ; and herein, as in alt other thinges, I 
must referre my selfe to your frindly consydetaoion ; most humbly 
prayinge your Honour to cause theise tlunges to be presented, yf 
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joa shall thinke they may he agreahle ; and if you shall finde them 
vmneete, I will provide others very shortely. I am ashamed to 
deale thus boldly with you, but presume vppon your good frendshipe. 
Mid indeed I accompt yt the fairest flower in my garlande. The 
Frenche Queen hathe had a gowne made, sythence her cominge 
hither, of soche sattan as I send here withall. 

I trust you accompt of me as of one that is at your Honour's 
c<»nauiidement. And so I comitt your Honour to the mercifull 
tuicion of the AJmightie. PariSj &c. 



To UT LoKD OF Leicester. 



Perdyllan, cominge from the King of Navarr, ys so well knowen to 
your Lordship as he needethe no recomendacion, yet I would not 
fisdle at his instante desire to trouble you with theise fewe lynes, and 
by the same to advertise your Lordship, aswell of his good affection 
towardes the cause of relidgion, as also of [his] greate and earnest desire 
to nourifihe and conserue good amytie betwene her Ma"* and the King 
of Nav: a matter of yt selfe verie honorable, and at this tyme verie 
necessarie and profitable, in my symple opinion. This gentleman 
hathe verie good reputacion amonge those of the B£ligion, and will 
desenie to be well intreated. I haue ben so bould to assure him of 
your Lordship's singuler affection to the state of relidgion in 
geaerall, of your particuler dealinges with her Ma* to the further- 
ance and benefite of the churches aflicted, of your earnest care to 
increase amytie betwene her Ma*** aud all Princes Protestants, and of 
your good opinion and frindly inclynation towardes the house of 
Bourbon. 

I hane writen to her Ma*^ at good lengths of the state of thinges 
here, not doubtinge but that my lettres wilbe ymparted to your 
Lordship ; and, therefore, beinge assured of your presence at the 
2d 
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Courte, will not trouble your Lordship with Taine repeticionSi 
besechinge God to bless your oouncells to his honour, and to the 
suertie of your F. and contrye. Yt is easie to see the daungerous 
confideracion and bloudye plottes set downe and concluded by a 
generall assent against the generall cause of Religion. Italie, 
Qennanie, Fraunce, and Spaine haue theire part in this treasoue, and 
yet our case is not desperat. Qod bathe provided tb of good 
remedies, but now or never. Banvill is yet at Fezenas in Langue- 
docque, and some doubt what wilbe come of him. Mountmorencye 
hathe ben expected here theise v or TJ dayes, but he is not yet come. 
Cbemerault is dispatched from the King to the King of Nav: and the 
reconsiUacon betwene the said King and his wife is followed withall 
carefuU diligence. And thus I comitt your good Lordship, &c. 



To UT LoBD Tkeasober. 

My rerie good Lord, Althoughe Mons' Segur, one of the house of 
Ferdillan, cominge from the King of Na: is so well knowen to your 
Lordship as he needethe no recomendacion, yet I would not faile at 
his instant desire to trouble you with theise few lynes, and by the 
same to advertize your Lordship aswell of his good affection towardes 
the cause of Belidgion, as also of his great and earnest desire to 
nourishe and conserue good amytie betwen her Ma*** and the King 
of Na:, a matter of yt selfe verie honorable, and at this l^fme verie 
necessary and profitable, in my simple opinion. This gentleman 
hathe verie good reputacion amonge those of the Eelidgion, and is 
not vnworthie of your Lordship's favoure, whereof I haue ben boulde 
to assure him. Knowinge your Lordship to be now at the Courte, I 
am not ignorant that my lettres to her Ma"" wilbe ymparted vnto 
you, and therefore doe forbeare to trouble your Lordship with vaine 
repeticions. I know your Lordship to be so carefull of her Ma*" 
seurtie and quiet, that you will omytt no occasion to establishe the 
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same, and ■ therefore would thinke that I hadd oomitted a pre- 
Bumptuous foult, if I shoidd vse manie wordes to your Lordship 
hereuL. Only I will say that, aa our enemyes increase dayly in ftiry 
and nomher, so yt is to be wished that our old frindes were confirmed 
Sc new procured. And thus, &c. 



To THE Eable of Sussex. 

My Terie good Lord, I am Terie willinge to trouble your Lordship NoyemW 
with some fewe lynes by every conrenient messenger, to signifle by ' 
the same my dutifiill good will towardes you, and therefore woulde 
not (onitt this good occasion to recomend mto your Lordship Mons' 
de Segure, one of the howse of Ferdillani dispatched towardes her 
Ma"* from the King of N:, beinge reported to he rerie zealous in 
relidgion, and no lease honest in all his other dealinges. The 
messengers of amytie deserue theire welcom in all tymes, as a matter 
of yt selfe verie honorable ; but in this Mndlesse tyme, in this tyme 
of necessitie, the same seeme to be worthie of double welcom. The 
man is hapie in theise dayes that may haue frindes for the askinge, 
and no man is so Tnwise to refuse the frindshippe that is proferrid. 
yt is not to be doubted but that our enemyes are manie, and yt is 
to be wished that our frindes were not fewe ; God increase them ! 
which will com to passe yf we, acknowledginge our owne necessitie, 
can be content to ymbrace soche frindes as his goodnes provideth for 
T8 without our seekinge. 

The late Peace here is coldly established. The King of N: is not 
obeyed in his gouemement. In Daphin^, Province, and other places, 
actions of hostilitie are yet practized. Complaints are brought daylie 
to the Court. Theise matters will abide no deky, and now yt will 
appeare verie shortely how the King is affected to conserue his own 
Peace; of his owne makinge. I heare he ^vethe great plentie 
of good wordes after the old &shion, but the Protestants require 
2d2 
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present deede. The Baron Dobignie and others sent firom the 
Estates haue had no want of flair promises. Open proclamacions haue 
ben made that no Frenche souldiers shoulde seme anie foreine Prince 
or Estate. Tt hath ben said that this state was yet vnsetled, and 
therefore woulde preserue theire owne for tbeire owne neede if anie 
should hapen ; and yet mauie do thioke that men and munitions are 
sent daiUe to the succoure of Son John. The greatest care of this 
CJourte at th^ presente is to reconcile the Quefen of Na^ur to her 
husbande. No perswasions or other meanes are omitted that may 
seme to this purpose. Messengers passe dayly betwene them ; and 
yet the sucesse hereof is doubtfull in the iudgement of manie. I 
haue written at lengthe to her Ma***, and I know my lettres wilbe 
ymparted to your Lordship. And thus I comitt your good Lord- 
ship to the, &c. 

To MY Lord op Wabwicke. 

My rerie good Lord, Tt may please your Lordship to accept 
theise fewe lynes, vntill better store of matter worthie of you shall 
giue occasion of longer lettres, and then your Lordship may be 
assured to finde me no nigard of ynke and paper. Mons' S^^ure, 
one of the howse of Ferdyllan, and gentleman of the King of 
Navar's Chamber, comethe from him to her Ma"* ; and because he 
bathe the reputacion to be zealous in relidgion, and honest in all his 
otb^ deahnges, I would not faile to recomende him to your Lord- 
ship's favoure, althoughe I know men of his qualitie are never 
vnwelcome to you, and indeed <Ms opinion is receaTed of you 
generally by all the Protestantes of theise partes ; and I wish that 
all soche as beare office about her Ma*^ did deserue to haue lyke 
credyt with theise kinde of men. Yt is easie to see that the Papists 
seekethe our ruyne and destruction, and therfore yt behovethe ts to 
accompt of our good frindes, to cherishe them, and to increase them 
by all meanes possible. 
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I cannot tell what assurance I may give your Lordship of the 
contynewanoe of this late Peace, the same beinge coldlie effectuated 
in all the partes beyond Loyre. The AdmiraU and his associates in 
Ooien haue comitted manie insolencies. Bordeaux will not receaue 
Monf^ Biron. The Gatholiques haue rased a caetle and Tilladge 
belonginge to the King of Nav. ; yn Nivemoys, ProTince, and 
Dauphin^, actions of hostilitie are yet ministred. Tbeise matters 
are now before the King, and the conclusion will appeare shortly. 
The Prince of Cond6 is in Eochell, Chastillan In Monpellier, and 
Thorie in Nismes. We professe here that we wilbe neuters in this 
quarrell of the Low Contryes ; but the Ooimt Mansfield, with 
manie other Cap*^, goe shortely to Don John, and yfc is said that 
theire souldiers will not be behinde them. The greatest matter that 
is in bande here at this presente is to reconcile the Quene of Navarre 
to her husbande, and indeed yt is of great consequence ; messengers 
goe dayly betwene them and the resolution wUbe taken shortly. 
The ambassadors from the Estates of the Low Contryes haue taken 
theire leaue of tJie King, but make no haste to depart. I pray God 
send the Prince of Orenge better frindes in other places then he shall 
fynde in Fraunce, where (no doubt) he bathe bytter and mightie 
enemyes. I leaue to trouble your liordshipe. 



To 8^ Feaunces Knowles. 

Yt may please your Honour to he advertised that all thinges con- 
lynewe here after the old &shion ; plentie of faire wtnrdea, great and 
lardge promises, slender performance. Complaints are brought to 
the King dayly of manie insolencies comytted by the Gatholiques 
against those of the Belidgion. Burdeaux will not admytt Moue^ 
Biron. The King of Navarr is not obeyed in his gouernment. 
Actions of hostUytie are dayly practized in this realme. Theise, and 
many lyke disorders, are now in question ; what redresse will follow 
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wilbe seene shortly. The Einge professethe great Bmceritie, hut I 
cannot asBure you that those of the Eelidgion bdeue him. Yt hathe 
ben proclaymed here, that no Frenche shall serue in the I*w 
Contiyes, of the one or the other side, vppon great penaltyes, and 
yet manie Cap"*" prepare to goe thether verie shortly, and I thinke 
theire souldiers are gone before them. The Deputyes of the Estates 
are departed, verie ill satisfied as I heare. Messengers oom and goe 
dayly betwene the King of Navarre and his wife, and great meuies 
are vsed to reconcile them ; the issue is yet vncertaine. Monmorensie 
hathe ben expected here theis seven or eight daies, but he Is not yet 
come. Yt may please your Honour to accept theise few lynes vntUl 
some better occasion be mynistred of longer lettres, iriiarein my 
diligence shall not want, as knowethe the Almightie, &c. 



To M" Edwabd Dieb. 

S% Yt is BO longe sythence I heard from yon, that I desire moohe 
to know where you are, and how you doe, as one that desirethe as 
moche your well doinge as anie frind yon have lyvinge. Yt is not 
for want of good will that I writ not more often, and I know you 
doe not aocompt of theise curiosities. Our frindshipe is too well 
grounded to be shaken by tryfles, and yet theise necessary helpes 
are not to be omytted, which serue to good purpose even unongest 
best assured frindes. Of this one thii^ you may be assured, that I 
will neuer be behinde you in writinge or anie other frindly office. 
I have no newea for you. All our marshall matters are tiuned into 
pastimes and pleasures, and now we behold our neighbours' hannes. 
And yet I speake only of the partes of Fraunce on thiaside Loyr, 
the peace beinge ibantly established in Languedocq, Provraice, and 
Dauphin^. Our Frenche doinges are some what vncertaine, and 
therefore you must give vs leaue to take one yeare's leasure to assure 
you what wilbecome of this Peace. I forebeare to write of the estate 
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of the Low ContryeB, because the stone is better knowen there then 
here. Theise few lynes are only to renew acquaintance with you. 
And BO I comytt you (good Mr. Dier) to the meroiftdl tuioion of the 
Almightie. From Faris, &c. 



To M* Leiohion. 

My good neighbour, When I haue moche matter you shall haue 
manie lynes ; and when I haue no matter, yet you shall haue some- 
what to conseme my good frindshipe with youe. Mons' Segure, 
one of the house of FerdjUan, and gent, of the King of Navarre's 
chamber, is departed £rom hence towardes your Court, where I 
praye you let him know that he receavethe some increase of curtesie 
at your handes for my sake. He hathe tiie reputacion to be zelous 
in relidgion, and honest in all his other dealinges, and I know soche 
men cannot be rnwelcome vnto you. Yt semethe that the Erenche 
KiTig hathe power to make warre or peace in his kingdom at his 
pleasure, and yet either he wilL not or he cannot obserue his Edicte 
when he hathe made yt ; the warre beinge open in manie partes of 
this realme, and manie complaints are brought from other places, 
so as the secret misteries of theise matters (if there be anie) 
wiU appeare very shortly. We here pretende to be neuters in the 
quarell of the Low Coutryes, and haue our wordea and promises 
readie in great plentie to please bothe parties; but I feare our 
actions wilbe Spanishe, and I pray Grod ther lyne eztende no 
further. The Spauiaid and Italian are arrived at Luenbui^ in 
good nombers, and manie French captaines are now vppon thdre 
goinge firom hence, so as yt may be feared least the resolution of 
the Estates will breed them a broken pate before theire weapon be 
drawen. This must satisfle you at this tyme ; and let me heare &om 
you at your convenient leasure. And thus, &c. 
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To M» Wilkes. 



S% Theise few wordes shall serue only to renew acquaintance with 
you, thinkinge the tyme verie longe that anie lettre passed betwene 
vs. I know yt proceedethe not of want of good will of either parte, 
and woulde be sory you shoulde accompt of my frindshipe by theise 
trifles, which shalbe readie for you in greater matters; and yet 
theise small offices are not to be omitted, wherdn I pray you leefe 
no oportunitie. Your &endes here stand me in great steed, and 
I cannot thanke you ynoughe for them. Tt were presumption 
to write vnto you of the matters of the Low Gontryes, which are 
better knowen there then here. The newes of this contry are so 
quiet that you will take no pleasure in them ; our only care here 
now is to reconcile the Queene of Na. to her husband. This shall 
suffice for this tyme. You shall do me a pleasure to Tse me boldly 
where my frindshipe may stand you in anie steede. God keepe you 
in heal^e. From Paris, the xix* of December, &c. 



To Hbb Ma^ib. 

December Yt may please your Ma*^ to be advertized that, your lettres 
addressed to the Frenche Kinge beinge deliuered vnto me the 
xxiiij'^ of the last, I demaunded audience the next day, which was 
defferred by occasion that y* Kinge went the same day to his house 
of Dolenvill, where he remained vntill the xxvij*, and the xxviij* 
he was feasted by the House of Guise, and the next mominge I had 
answer &om him that he was so busied otherwise, as he could not 
give me audience vntill the Sonday followinge. Yt is no miwell 
thoughe the resolucion be good after so longe deliberacion. 

At the tyme aj^inted I repaired to the Courte, where, after the 
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deliuery of your Highnes' lettrea, I declared vnto the King that 
yoviT Ma"* had commaunded me to give him your hartie thankes for 
his message, sent by Laubespine, of the gladd tidinges of the Peace 
lately concluded betwene him and his subiects, and that this firindely 
office was Terie acc^table vnto you, as a things accustomed only 
betwene good and true frendes, whoe doe ympart eache vnto other 
theire prosperityes and adversityes, theire pleasures and theire dis- 
pleasures, theire good happe and misfortunes, to thend that the 
same beinge made comone vnto them, may breede in their mindes 
effects of lyke affection. I prayed him to thinke that no Prince or 
Princes in this worlde did receaue greater contentement of this 
Peace then your Ma"*, as one that wishethe vnto hym and his estate 
all good happ and felicitye ; that, besides your respect to his party- 
culer benefyt and comoditie herein, you did confesse that tiiis Peace 
was profitable to your subiects ; that they hod tasted of the lycen- 
cious lybertye of the Ciuill warres of this contrye, that now they 
trusted to reape some profit of his hapie quietnes ; and therefore as 
your Ma"* reioyced with hym in the conclusion of this Peace, so you 
desired nothinge more then the longe contynnance of the same to 
his honor, and the profit and comoditie of his realme. 

Then I proceeded to my other instructions, signifynge vnto hym 
that your Ma'y thought yt very stiainge tiiat, after so many pro- 
misses and so manie Eissurances, satisfaction was not yet made to 
the English marchants of the losses and damages sustayned by them, 
by occasion of the interest made by the yongo iUinsacke ; that your 
Highnes coulde not in honor but contynew the counter arrest of the 
Prenche shippes, stayed at the humble snite of your subiects, Tntill 
full restytucion be made mto them to theire satisiaction ; that yt 
was to be feared least the contynuans of theise mutuall arests 
might breake forthe at the last, ■ throughe heat of contencion, to 
some daungerous inconveniences ; that the onlie remedie, in soche 
lyke accidents, was by good order in the begyninge to prevent the 
mischiefe that may ensue ; that yt might please his Ma^ to take 
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order for the release of the Englidie sbippes remayneinge yet 
Tnder arrests ; that the marchants might he duly satisfied of theire 
losses and dominates accordinge to his promise made in that behalfe ; 
that this good and rpright dealinge voulde remove aU occasions of 
feare and suspicion, and consequently the trafficke and entercourse 
of marchandize woulde be apea betwene the subiects of bothe the 
Keahnes to the good lykinge and comfort of your Ma*'' and him, 
and to the great profit and comodytye of the marchants of either 
part. I told hym that this insolence and outragiouse behaviour of 
the yonge Lansacke against your Maiesty's subiects was mtoller- 
able; that they loked to be intreated as good Mndes and allyes 
of this nation ; that instoed thereof they were violently assailed ; 
that they were caried away prisoners as in triumphe of a just 
victorye ; the principal factors and masters were chayned in galleys; 
that all were put to rannsome ; that the shippes laden with si^t 
and other marchandizes were forced to buy theire owne goodes. I 
thought yt not amisse to repeate mto him the prinoipall circom- 
stances of this facte ; that this kinde of procedinge coulde not haue 
ben performed with greater extremitye in tyme of greatest hostilitye; 
that, besides the losse of the marchants, your Ma''" was greatly 
touched in honor ; and, for the reparacion thereof, did looke that he 
shoulde extende some kynde of ponishment vppon the yonge I^n- 
sack, whereby yt might appeare vnto the worlde that his Ma'' did 
not avowe this f^tcte, and that the same did moche mislyke hym as 
a thinge tendinge manifestly to the violacicn of the good amytie 
betwene theise two Beahnes. I concluded that he could not be 
ignorant of the late conferences hetwaie bis Ambassador and oth^s 
dented by your Ma*^, as also betwene his said Ambassador and the 
Lords of your Maiesty's Friuie Counsell, and of the sondry motions 
which had ben proponed on your - bebalfe for redresse of the incon- 
veniences lyke to ensue by reason of theise mutuaU arrests, and that, 
hereby, yt was easie to see that there wanted no good will in your 
Ma*^ to avoyde all occasions that might breede vnkiuduee betwen 
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you and hym. I prayed his Ma"^ to consider better of yt ; I tolld 
hym that there was no remedy for this kind of quarell hut in the 
begyninge; that every new conference provoked new vnkindnes; 
that delay of tyme was vnprofitahle for the subiects of bothe the 
Bealmes ; that beoanse the thinge done could not be vndon, which 
was most to be desired, the fiiult ought to be repaired with some 
speedy satisiaction ; and that, of my part, I shoulde thinke my selfe 
very vnhapie if, duringe the tyme of my serrice here, the good and 
auntient amitie betwene theise two Crownes should bee disturbed. 

The King answered that he thought yt agreable with the good 
amytie which had contynued so longe tyme betwene your Ma* and 
hym, to advertyse you of the Peace concluded betwene hym and his 
aubiects, and therewithaU to give your Highnes to vnderstand his 
earnest desire to keeps peace with all his neighbors and allyes, and 
especialy with your Ma"*, accomptinge of your ffrindshippe before 
all others, and woulde not omitt any good office that might nourishe 
and increase the same ; protestinge that he desired nothinge more 
then to conserve peace with his subiects ; that he woulde not haue 
made yt, if he had not thought to haue kept yt ; with manie other 
wordes to lyke effect. 

Touchinge the arrest made by Lansacke, he said that he did 
greatly mislyke yt even from the begininge ; that vppon my first 
motion made vnto hym thereof at Foictiers, he resorted &rthewith 
to his mother, who was then sicke ; and if I knew what he said there 
to his counsell and to the old Lansack, I would beleue that this 
feet did moche offend hym ; that, if he had not given speedy order, 
the yoi^ Lansacke had comitted greater spoQes ; that he had given 
ezpresse comandement as well for the release of the sbippes as for 
full satis&ction to be made of aU other wronges ; that if any thiog 
remayned vnperformed, yf I woulde give him a memoriall thereof, 
he would wryt to Lansacke in soche sorte as all shoulde be amended ; 
that he praide me to writo to your Ma"* that the lyke might be don to 
his subiects ; that, touchinge the ponishment of the yonge lansacke, 
2 E 2 
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manie outra^s were comitted duringe theiae civill warres which 
must be forgotten and troden Tnderfoote; and therfor yt might 
suffice that his doinges wer not lyked or avowed. Then I declared 
vnto hym that I woulde be very scry my lettres shoulde be mes- 
sengers of so could an answere, touchinge the satis&ction required 
by the Englishe marchEmts ; that they coulde not hope for redresse 
of theire wrongea at the yonge Lansak'a handes ; that he was not 
obedient to comaundement, beinge his [own P] Kinge and master; that, 
contrary to the same, he had caried two Englishe shippes to his castle 
of Blay; that he had dischardged the marchantyze laden in the 
said shippes, and did retaJne bothe shipps and marchandize ; if he 
had made so lyttle accompt of his obedience towardes hia Ms^, he 
would make lesse accompt to abuse an Englishe marchant; that 
your Ma*** had resolued, by thadvise of your comisell, not to comytt 
your subiects to so manifest a perill ; and therefore woulde not 
release the Frenche shippes vntiU the Englishe merchants were satis- 
fied accordinge to reason. 

Yt were not reasonable (saithe the King,) that the poore Frenche 
marchants should smart for the follyes of the yonge liinsaque ; that 
he was sufficient to answer all theise demandes ; that the Englishe 
marchants should haue justice against hym; that he shoulde be 
constrained to yeld to reason, and did thinke that this ordinary 
course of justice would content your Ma"*. 

Tf (quothe I,) this iniury were to be couaydered in yt selfe, yt 
might be said that the same might haue ben endured for a tyme to 
see what justice woulde be done against the yonge Lansaque. But 
when this wronge is consydered with former iniuatices and delayes 
of justice, which are iafynit and mtollerable, the English marchants 
haue great cause to seeke theire remedy by some other meane. And 
here I put him in remembrance of the manie complaints made vnto 
him, as well by me as by my predecessors, of the roberyes and 
piracies comitted by the Frenche vppon the Englishe, and of the 
great premisses of order to be given for restitucion; and notwith- 
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Btandinge that no performance ensewed. That the Gaptaines and 
goueraors of townea and provinces were the principall partyea of 
theise bad dealinges; that they were too mighty for the Euglishe 
marchants ; that they had so often sought justice against them in 
Taine, yea, with the perill of theire lyres, as nowe they feare to 
seeke theira remedy by law ; that this last flact by the yonge Lan- 
sacque in the spoille of the two EngUshe shippes, after comaunde- 
ment receaved firom hia Ma*^ to make full restitucion, did plainly 
shewe that no redresse can be expected in Fraunce by order of law ; 
that we had ben caried away hithervnto with faire wordes, and 
therefore desired now to see some effects of performance. The King 
said that his suhiects exclaymed also of theire side that they had 
ben spoyled in great nomber; that they bad complained in vaine; 
that he had sene the bookes ; that there most be a general! redresse 
now that he was in peace at horn and abroade ; that he had taken 
straight order for justice to be ministred to your Maiesty's subiects, 
and would see yt performed. I answered that, besides that our 
losses on the seas did greatly exceed theise of the Frenche, yt had 
ben proved of late before hia Ambassadors that cxxviij reatitucions had 
ben made to the Frenche within theise few yeares, and verie few or 
non at all made vnto ts, to the great dishonor of your Ma"", and no 
lesse miscontentment of your subiects, and that the noate of theise 
refltitudona was given to L'Aubespin. 

The King said he had not yet seene yt, neither soche other thing 
as he brought with hym (a matter verie mlykely after eight dayes* 
leaaure), prayinge me as well to give him a note of the demaundes 
of the Engliehe marchaunts, which he would recomend to the yong 
Lansacque in soche earnest sorte as some good satis&ction shouMe 
ensewe, as allso to wryte to your Maiesty to minister lyke justice 
to tiie Frenche shippes arested in England, that they might be 
lycenced to proceed in theire voyage. I told him that L'Aubespin 
had also the notes of the Englishe demaundes, and besought him to 
consyder better of his answer, af&rminge that the English marchants 
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woulde not be satiafled onlesse your Hft*** did cause present testitu- 
cion to be made vnto them of soche French goodes as were now in 
England. Well, (saithe the King,) I will couferr with my Coancell 
this next mominge, and then I will send some of them vnto you, by 
whom you shall know my full mynde ; prayinge me to wryt to your 
Ma*^ accordiuge to soche message as I should then receave &om hym. 

Forasmoche as the matter of congratulacion appertained only to 
the King by vertue of your Ma**" lettres addressed vnto hym, the 
other part of this present negotiacion conceminge no other thinge 
then your Highnes' resolucione touchinge the Frenche sbippes 
arrested in England, wherein your Ma**' had consyderacion of your 
honor, which you founde to be touched by the insolent behaTiour of 
the yonge lonsacke, I did forbeare to aske audience of Queene 
Mother, doubtinge least she might take yt as a kinde of begginge to 
procure the confirmacion of your said resolucion ; and, tiierefore, 
thought good first to see how the King was disposed herein, not doubt- 
inge to come to a seconde awdience before this matter were ended. 

I loked when the King woulde peruse your Maiesfy's lettres, 
which had hen reasonable and necessarie ; but be did not open them 
whilest I was with hym, and [it] was easie to see that he was not yet 
resolued vpon his answer ; his resolucion herein, and the delay of my 
awdience, and theise other newe delayes, proceedinge of no other 
cause then that he lokethe dayly for answer &om tiie yonge I^n- 
sacque. And yt is not to be doubted, but that in this meane tyme 
diligent inquierie is made what EngUshe goodes may be at this 
present in all parts of Fraimce. 

I trusted to heare from the King the next day aftCT my awdience, 
accordinge to his promise ; and, seinge my expectacion frustrat, I sent 
in the eveninge to Mons' Bruslert, to pray him to provide me of a 
pasport, and to tell hym that I loked to haue heard that day from 
the Kinge. Yn deed (saithe he,) yt was so intended, and I will put 
the King in remembrance of his promise. The n^t day I tooke 
occasion to send vnto hym againe for this pasport ; and when the 
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same was deliuered without mension of anie other matter^ my 
Secretary asked hym yf he had moTed the Kings toucheinge the 
promise to send vnto mee; He answered that he had moved the 
King, and that some man should be sent to conferre with mee ; but 
(saithe he,) the Iruthe ys, that wee woulde be glad to heare &om the 
yonge Lansaque. 

The same day the marchants of Deepe came vnto me, to praye me 
to consyder of some good waye for the release of theire shippes ; 
and departed from mee so well satisfied, as they eoulde not denie all 
that was done by your Ma*^ to be bothe honorable and reasonable ; 
and did perceive by them, that they were very sory that the Frenche 
Ambassador had refused the offers made mto hym in England. 
Theise marchants see that the generalyty ys lytle respected in this 
Courte ; that euery man carethe for hymselfe ; that the yonge 
Lansacque will not or ys not hable to satisfie the Englishe mar- 
chants ; that, first or last, theire goodes must make this satisfaction ; 
and, therfor, they followed the matter with soche diligence, that, verie 
late in the eveninge of the same, Mons' de Folx was sent vnto me, 
whom I had never seene before, and therefore begann his acquaint- 
aunce with me with a long and earnest recital! of the great curtesies 
which he had receaved at your Maiesty's hands in England, and of his 
readye good will to acknowledge the same lowardes all the subiects 
of your Highnes vppon every occasion occurringe. The residue of 
his speaches tended in substance to theise two points ; the first that 
he was sent by the King to know the somme of my complaints ; 
that, vppon consyderacon of the same, order might be given to the 
satisfaction of her Ma"'. The second, that by [the] treaty of Bloys 
yt was not lawAiU to make anie arrest in theise lyke cases, vntill 
after justice denied against the partie ofPendinge. For answer here- 
vnto, I declared vnto him the manor of the arrests of the one and 
the other side, with all the circumstances apertaineinge ; the resolu- 
cione of your Ma"* ; my informacione made of the same to the 
Kinge his master ; his promise to consyder of yt with his councell, 
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and to adrertise me of his pleasur ; and concluded that, althou^ie 
this fact heinge considered only in yt aelfe, yt might seme reason- 
able to haae borne with yt for some shorte tyme, to see what justice 
woulde haue ensewed ; yet, the same beinge conferred with the 
iniastices and delayes of justice of former tyme, touchinge other 
depredaciona comitted by the Frenche, and with the infidelytie Tsed 
in this late accident, comaundement given by the King to the yonge 
Lansacke to release all the English shippee, the message of the 
elder Lansack sent vnto mee that the same was effectuated, th' 
affirmacion of the Secretary to yonge Xansacque that he was present 
when theise shippes departed, that he made theiie pasportes, that 
they were released fireely without raunsome, that notwithstandinge 
all theise comamidements and other assurances the yonge Lansack 
had stayed some of the Englishe shippes, and had Tnladen theire 
munition and merchandiz, and bestowed the same in his owne 
sellers; I said that that theise thinges consydered and conferred 
together doe not only make the arrests of the Frenche shippes 
good and lawfaU in honour, equitie, and reason, but did also give 
Ts cause to seeke some other meane for our satisfEtction, and not to 
trust to the curtesie of the yonge Ijansacque, of whom our Englishe 
marchants shall never gett anye restytucion by order of law. The 
conclusion was that he woulde make report hereof vnto the King, 
and I should haue answer a^aine shortly. 

Danvill hathe advertized the King that he never desired tiie 
Marquisat of Saluce ; that he would not comyt so great a &ult to 
capitulat with the King his soueralgne ; that he had accepted the 
said Marquisat as a free guifte of the King's meere lyberalytye ; 
that at that tyme he thought yt a fitt place for hym, as well for his 
owne suertie as to avoyde all occadons of suspicions and jalousie ; 
that, the Peace beinge now concluded, theise conayderaoons are now of 
no force ; that his departure from his gouerment would be slanderous 
to the howse of Mountmerencie ; that he trustethe to do his Ma'' as 
good service in that place as anye other, and therefore prayethe to 
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be continued in Lang^edocque. He liathe hia forces about hym, and 
cannot be easily remoTed ; bo as this request is as moche to say as be 
will remaine there whoe so ever say nay. And indeed yt ya resolued 
that he shall contynewe in his gouerment, althoughe (no doubt) the 
Kynge would thinke hym selfe hapie to be served there by some 
other. Bellegard had layed a plott to kill SanTill, but the matt^ 
was discovered, and BeUigard is driven to flie to Abignon for his 
safetie. Danvill is in great perplexitie, beinge mistrusted on either 
side ; and, to increase his discredyt, havinge comytted the towne of 
Beaucaire to his trustiest and most feithefull firind, the same dothe 
now shutt the gates against hym. He bathe of late excused himselfe 
towardes the Bong, aa well of bis doinges against Belligard, as of 
the retaineinge of his forces about hym, and bathe receaved verie 
good answer. The King bathe writen now latelye verye earnestly 
to the Admiral! to come to the Courte, who excused himselfe rppon 
the first lettres, but yt ys thought that be wilbe here verie shortely, 
and that the King will vse fdl meanes possible to estabUshe the 
the King of Navarre in hie gouemment. 

Montmerancie hathe disswaded the goinge of the forces from 
hence to Don John, aUeadgeinge that the same will rather hinder 
then further the service of the King of Spaigne, and will also breede 
jalousie in the Protestants of this contrey ; wberevppon PuigaUiard 
ys sent withe outward pretence to breake the companies in Cham- 
paigne, and to take order that the Frenche goe not to the sucooure 
of Don John ; but manie doe beleeue that theise outwarde doinges 
are cleane contrary [to] the inwarde meaneinge ; and this opinion 
ys the rather receaved, because the Duke of Guise dealethe with the 
oapitaines in those thinges in open assemblyes, which some thinke 
be woulde not doe yf he meant plainlye. 

Fearing least your Ma*** will thinke leudnes in mee that you heare 
no sooner from mee, and seeinge theise men to depend vppon [such] 
answere aa they shall receave from the yonge Lansaque, doubtinge 
least he will not be bastie, to answer in so badd a cause, I have 
thought yt agreable with my dutie to advertise your Ma*** of so 
2 X 
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moche as ys dou alieadie ; vhich may serue to gire some light to 
that which ys lykely to followe in the rest ; as knovethe the 
Almightye, whoe allwayes preserue your most excellent Ma*^. From 
Parifl, the [ix"] of Decemher, 1577. 

To THE SECBBTAB,yB8. 

Tt maie please your Honors to be advertized that the old 
Norton hathe a servant called John Greene, of xixv yeares of age or 
thereabouts, whoe hathe served hym contynually sythence his first 
cominge out of England. This fellow is returned lately out of 
England ; and, beinge sent hither firom Houen, where his master 
abidethe. declared to Docbox 'Wendam, after other longe secret 
speache, that he had spoken with bothe. And that thone was an 
officer in my Lorde's howse, thother was a gentleman and was steward 
of his courts, and now my Lord had made hym a justice of peace ; 
and that they promised all that lay in them. He confessed after- 
ward to my firend, that he had ben in the Northe parts of England. 
Ferchaunce the knowledge of theise two menn might serue to good 
purpose ; and yt is possible that they may be knowen the rather by 
theise slender tokens. Doctor Windame's servant hathe ben thrise 
with the Scotishe Ambassadors in one weeke after his conference 
with his fellowes. A messenger was sent vnto me of purpose, 
with theise lettres enclosed, referringe the consideracion of the 
same to your wisdome, wherln I could doe no lesse then to answer 
with all convenient speede. 

Great store of wheate and other provisions are sent to Don 
John out of Ghampaine, and other partes, whereof complaint hathe 
ben made to the Chauncelor by the inhabitants, as a thinge t^idinge 
moche to theire hinderance ; who answereth that they must be 
content, seinge the King hathe so comaunded. 

Gassot comethe to Montf Villeroy, a very pestilent and daimger- 
ouse enemy to those of the Relidgion, [and P] ys dispatched to the 
King of Spaigne. Mountmorency cam to this towne the 22"* of the 
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last, and the D. of Quise the xxt* ; Crerecueny [CreTecuer, y* ?] 
govemour of Picardy, ys also arrived ; aH the other governors of 
the severail provinces beinge appointed to be here very ehortely. 

The xxx*^ of the last, Copley was at the Ck)urt, accompanied with 
the yonger brother of the two Cottens, sonnes to M' Gotten of Kent, 
and with theire gouemor, named Convert ; and yt ys given out, by 
all the EngUahe Papists in this towne, that the said Copley was then 
created Knight and Baron by the Prenche King, with great thankes 
for his service to the Kinge of Spaigne, and no lesse comendacion of 
his Catholic reltdgion. All the Englishe Papists in this towne relye 
vppon him as if he were some great personage ; all the counsells 
and consultadons wre holden at his lodginge, and no doubt [be] is 
a pestilent enemy to our state, to our estate and contrey. Surely I 
had good hope of hym vppon his first conferr^ace with me, and [he] 
did then promise to see me againe shortely after ; but I heare no 
more of him. 

Nippevill riggethe foure tall shippes to goe to the seas, pre- 
tendinge to goe to Perron ; but his honest neighbours say plainely 
that he . intendethe to followe his olde craft, and then our poore 
marchants shall smarte for yt. I will moue the King of yt at my 
next audience, and in this meane tyme will pray Mons' de Poix at 
my next conferrence to take soche order as the King may be duely 
[informed] of the true meaneinge of the voyage. 

To THE Lobs Tbeasobeb. 

Uy verye good Lord, Mr. Copley sent his servant vnto me the 
viij*^ of this present in the mominge with lettres addressed vnto 
your Lordship, which he prayed me to convey vnto you by my next 
dispatch, and had le^ them vnsealed to the intente (as he said) I 
should pervse them if I woulde. I opened the lettres, and havinge 
pervsed in the presence of the messenger the first side of the leafe, 
resoluinge with my selfe to take copie of t^e said lettres, I answerd 
the messenger that the lettres were longe, and therefore prayed him 
2v2 
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to come TQto mee in the ereninge for his answer ; at which tyme I 
deliuered vnto hym the lettres, willmge hym to aignifie vato his 
master that I woulde not be his messenger in theise case, and that I 
fomide yt straunge that he had omitted in hia said lettres to make 
mmtion of the value of his Barony, because his Mndes in England 
would aoeompt lytle of the tytle Tnleast some profitt were joyned 
with yt. By this copie inclosed^ your Lordship shall see the folly of 
this gent, which surely is greater then was lykely to he founde in a 
man of his judgement and experience. What may be consydered 
of his doinges herein, or of the Frenche lyheralitie towardes bym, I 
referre to your Lordship's better judgement ; only I will say that, as 
theise tytles haue [been] folishely craved, so yt male [be] feared least 
they haue ben as maliciously graunted. And thus I comytt your 
good Lordship to the protection of the Almightye. From Paris, 
the ii* of December, 1577. 

To TEE SeCRETABTXS. 

Yt my please your Honors to be advertised that the viij*^ of this 
present, the Procureur of Deepe, assisted with two other marchants 
of the said towne, came vnto me to give me to vnderstand of the 
Sing's resolucione to satisfie the Englishe marchants ; and that he 
woulde write his lettres vnto his Ambassador to take present remedie 
herein ; and, because this matter coulde not take his effect of con- 
clusion with [out] some condicions to beagreede in England, the said 
Procureur and his associates prayed me to recommend the merchants 
of Deepe by my lettres, that if anie occasione were ministred to shewe 
favoure to any of the shippes arrested, the same might be extended 
rather vnto them then to anie others [in] consideracione of our trafficke 
with them, and of theire good and firindely behaviour towardes all 
Englishe marchants ; requestinge me not to bewray them, that they 
had made me acquainted with the King's resolucione ; and also, if I 
did granule them my lettres, that I woulde keepe the same secreat. 
I told them for manie causes I wished them to be preferred before 
manie others ; and seinge them resolued to come to some reasonable 
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satisfoction, I promised to recomend them Tnto your Honours by 
theise fewe lynes, and shall most humbly praie your &indely &TOur 
towardes them. Yt is given out here that theise menne of Deepe 
had ben more tendred in this suite, if they had not ben saied to be 
most part of the Religion. And thus I comit your Honors to the 
tuicion of the Almightie. From Paris, the ix*^ of December, 1677. 

To THE SeCBBTASTES. 

Yt may please your Honours to be advertised that the Tij"* of this 
present after noone, Mens' de Foyx came vnto my lodgeinge, not 
comaunded by the King (as he said), but by his lycence, to consider 
with me of some good expedient to appease this late qnarell. And 
yet woulde say nothinge herein that shoulde binde hym, but only by 
way of fipendly conferrence to vtter lus opinion, which he woulde doe 
firankely and plainely ; and, therefore, omyttinge the defence of the 
doinges of tiione and thother parte, wished that oar speache might 
tend only to bringe this contencon to some good conclusion ; which 
of his part shoulde be observed, prayinge mee to doe the lyke. His 
comendacioQ contaygned in substance that satis£action shoulde be 
made to the English marchants by the yonge Lansack, or by the King 
yf the said liaosacke were not hable, of the losses and dommages bus- 
tayned by the late arrest made at the Isle of Ketz. And because manie 
thinges might be demaunded which were abreadie restored, other 
thinges might be valued at an higher price then they were worthe, 
and doubtes and difficultyes might arrise manie wayes, conussion 
shoulde be given to some counsellor deputed by the Kiag, and to me, 
to take order herein in equitye and reason. Wherein we sboulde not 
stande vppon extremitys or varie for tryfles, and vppon anie question 
arrivinge for vniust valuacione of anie thinge suspected to be taken 
by the yonge I^nsacque, to comitt the same to the othes of two 
indifferent men ; and in this meane tyme, that one should be sent by 
the IfiT'g and another by me to Bourdeaux, to se tiie deliuwy of the 
shippes and goodes remayneinge yet there. 
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I answered tha^ tlieise promiaes of resolucion coulde not satisfie 
the Englishe marchanta ; that this presCTibed course was fiill of 
delayeSi and indeede was no other then a new proces ; that by this 
kinde of prooeedinge, the Englishe marchants must seeke theiie 
remedie in Fiaunce; that all theise difficulties were easie to he 
decided in England ; that the othes of the partyes were sufficient 
for the triall of the thinges taken ; that if anie excesse were founde 
in the values, my Lords of the Counsell woulde consyder of yt in 
justice; that I wished order to be given for the release of the 
shippes at Bourdeaux ; that to send thether one of my servants 
were to lytle purpose ; that I thought the masters and mariners of 
some of the Englishe barques were yet there ; that there coulde be 
no want of Englishe witnesses ; that the contynuance of theise arrestes 
in England was greatly to the losse of the Erencbe marchants ; that 
they could not he released vntUl the Englishe were satisfied ; and 
therefore did trust that speedy order should be taken therein. He 
vrged me earnestly to sende some mann to Bourdeaux, which I 
refused as & thinge needelesse. Then he repeated thoffres made hy 
some deputed by her Ma*** in Englande, and would not seeme to 
allow of them. I asked whie the Erenche Ambassador refused them. 
He answered that the Ambassadour Btoode vppon the defence of the 
arrest made by the yonge Lansacque, and vi^ed the allowance of 
the same. I replyed that indeed I thought the Frenche Ambas- 
sador had no sufficient comission to accept theise offi-es, which 
beinge so reasonable and profitable for the Frenche marchant, he 
would not haue refused if he had ben authorised. He concluded 
that his comminge vnto me was to show his opinion in th^se 
thinges ; that he would acquaint the King with our comunicacon, 
and that his good wUl should neuer be wantinge to remoue all 
occasions that might disturbe the good amitie betwene theise two 
realmes. No doubt his arrand was to soimde myne opinion. 

Then we came to the consideraeion of the former spoiles comitted 
by the Frenche against the Englishe, wherein they seemed to 
beleeue that my allegations were true, as well of the wronges which 
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woe bad receaTed, as of the restitucione which we haue made, pro- 
misinge his furtherance for the satisfaction of our marchants accord- 
inge to equitie and reason ; hut (saithe he,) you haue fo^otten that 
when I was Ambassador in England, the Englisbe had taken of the 
Frenche more than iiij'' shippes and barques, and when I came to 
aske restitucion I had of my Lord Burghley letters, comissiones, 
and all that was reasonable to be acquired, but when I came to 
the Yice-AdniiraU and other inferiour officers, I lost bothe my 
chaiges and my travaile, so as of aU theise shippes only two were 
restored. Manie wordes passed betwene ts touchinge this matter 
of depredacons of bothe sides, which were not necessary to be 
rehearsed. I concluded that yt was not ynoughe that satisfaction 
were made to our marchants for the tyme past, ynleast yt be also 
provided that they may be better intreated here after ; and therefore 
declared vnto hym, that when the King was at Foictiers I enformed 
his Ma*^ of the arrogant and threatninge speeches Tsed by one 
Niprill against those of our nacion, and of the great and outragious 
wrouges which he had done them already, as lykewise of his 
intencon to goe shortely after to the seas, and therefore besought 
the King to take order for his good behavioure ; that now I was 
credyhly advertised that he intended to take the seas very shortely 
with three or foure talle shippes, with outward pretence to goe to 
Perrone, but indeed to robb and spoyle, as his owne neighbors 
reported of hym ; whereof I prayed him to enforme the King, that 
order might he given for the suertie of the Englishe marchants. 
Mons' de Foix accepted this chardge very wUlingely, sainge that 
theise lyke disorders were to be ymputed to the gouemours, whoe 
by the lawes of the realme ought to take suretyes of all soche as 
went to the seas for theire good behavioure duringe theire absence. 
And thus, etc. Paris, 9" of December, 1677. 

Postscript. — The marchants of Deepe ar dispatched firom hence 
towanls England, to take order for the satisfaction of the Englishe 
marchants. 
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Monet defrayed by S' Amtce Powlbt knight, Ambassador Resident 
for her Ma*^ in Fraunoe, as well in fboctjbing dttellioencbs, 
as otherwise for her MAXEsn's ssaviCE, from the last of May, 
1677, to the last of September in the said yeare : — 

June. First for the expensee of Jolrn Doreye 8 ^ (^ f^ ^ Ti— 

for XT <Uyes, sent thittwr for the matters of A/ X -» 

^ «-9. u f^ -CO -^ - -T Br . _ . iiijK uj. id 

Item for the expences of John Tupper, (7 ^ "^ ^2. for 

xriij dayes sent thither for the same purpose - • vij* 

Item ^Tcn in reward for intelligences ----- ii" 

Item for the necesearye expences of my servants attendiage at 

theConite ™j» 

Some of the expences of the said two monethes - xxriij* iii* x^ 
AiiffUBt. First for 'M* - T'^. Su ty expresse comaundement 

September. '^ ^__^ C. V, * 7 * " ' " " ^ 
Item for the expences of John Tupper j- 17 ^ ^ ?Z 
for IT dayes, sent thither by expresse comaundement 

it «— * ^^Z xST«Tiii* 

Item given in reward for intelligences ... - xt" 

Item for the copies of sondry writinges - . - - "J" 

Summ of the expences of the said two monethes - xaxviij" v* viij* 

Summa totalis bdf x« vi* 

Item deUuered to M' William Wadoe, and dispnraed by hyme 
by occasion of some service comitted to hym by M' 

Secretarye Walsingham ------ "^ 

And so Buma totalb - - - - ^^^_^_V^ 
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To Me WiMON. 



I am right gladd that yt hathe pleased her Ma*** to maik choiee of December, 
your Hontnr to B&me her in the rome of Secretary, wherein her 
wisdom and your dutifull service do so concuir as shalbe no doubte 
to the comforte and benefitt of the whole state. Tt ys well when 
well doyinge ye well rewarded, and Gfod graimte you to goe forward 
from weU to better, TntUl your just deserts shall make you worthie 
of the highest rewardes 1 And now, as by reason of your chardge I 
shall trouble you more then manie others, so yt may please [you] that 
I may be more beholdinge ynto you then some others, whereof X haue 
great hope for the good triall which I haue had already of your good 
affection towardes me, and will not doubt the countynuance thereof, 
because, God wiUinge, I will notdeserue the contrarye. Tour Honor 
giueth me thankes, whereas indeede the same are due Tnto you by 
mee for your good acceptacion of M' Awdley Dannet, wherein I 
thinke my selfe muche beholdinge vnto you, and no lesse hapie that 
he shall depart from me to a place of so good pr^errment, wherof 
he ys worthie for manie good parts that are in hym, as I trust you 
shall finde to your good oontentacion. I bad resolued to sonde hym 
Tnto you, asBone as it shoulde please you to require hym, but 
new occasions breede new resolucions, and yt may please you to 
beare with yt. M' Jaeomo, the next day after the receipt of your 
Honor's lettres, discbardged hym selfe of her Maiesty's serrice here 
Tnder me, not for anie mislyke betwen hym and me, which I know 
he will testifie befor all men, but for an opinion conceaved that her 
Highenes will do nothinge for hym. This matter hathe troubled 
me, aswell for the soudaines thereof, as for the necessitie of my 
service hMe,-and therefore, beinge vterly [imjprovided of a fitt man to 
deale in my busines abroadej yt may please your Honor to be con- 
tent that M' Dannet remaine here with me two or three monethes, 
iamstinge in this iyme to £tshion my sonne and another yonge man, 
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whoe now serrethe me, so as they shalbe sufficient to serae my 
tume, wherein I deale the more bouldly with you, because yt 
pleaseth you to referr the tyme of his retume to my comodytie. 

But yf your present serrice shall require his speedy repaire vnto 
you, I will not &ill to send hym without delaie, aa well to keepe 
my credyt with you, as for the great desire I haue to see hym 
bestowed to his advauncement. Thus your Honor seethe how 
boldely I deale with you, and yet surdy I shalbe bolder with you 
then this comethe to, manie tymes before my retume out of this 
contrye. Yf M' Walsingham be not at the Courte, yt may please 
your Honor to say nothinge of this mattw touchinge M' Jacomo 
vntil you haue spoken with M' Walsingham, vnto whom I haue 
written herein to more lengthe. And thus, referringe you for some 
other thinges to my other lettres sent herewithaU, I comitt your 
Honor to the tuicion of the Almightie. From Faria, the i^ of 
December, 1577. 

Potitcript. — The gentleman whom you once recomended Yuto me 
by your lettres, and dothe seeme to depende moche vppon your good 
frendship, is so ymportunat as all the shiftes and devises I oami 
ymmi^ine will not suffice to satisfie hym ; and yet this tyme, 
consyderinge the state of the Low Contiyes, and on whom he dothe 
relye here, dothe minister great store of reasonable excuses. Xt may 
please your Honor to assist me with your good adrise. I am moche 
deceaved if I know not the man verie well. 



To M* WaiiSinqhah. 

Yt maie please your Honor to be advertised that the matt«(r 
touchinge Mathew Field and others of London, and recomended vnto 
me by your Honor, may be prosecuted two wayes, thone against 
those which comitted the piracie, and thother against the captaine 
of NewhaTen, whom the Englishe marchants avowe to haue set 
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Airthe the sfaippes which comitted the said piracie. The first are 
perchaunce beggars, and when you haue pursued them with great 
oharges, you shall haue no other thinge then theire lyfes. The other 
course ys more assured yf yt may be maintayned, wherein tiie com- 
playneants must looke to them selfes and see that theire profes be 
sufficient, and then there ys no doubt but that they may haue justice. 
In which behalfe, surely I must confeese that those which are de> 
puted judges in theise causes offer great ezpedycion of justice, and 
with all possible favoure, wherein they promise to deale Tpr^htly 
without respect of captaine, gouemour, or any other regarde what- 
BoeTer, yf the complainants wilbe content to bestow soche reason- 
able chains as the ordynary course of law dothe require. "When 
justice is offered in this rounde sorte, I do not see how we can 
justly complaine, Tutill we haue made profe what effects will foUow 
of theire promises. The followinge of this cause was given over by 
John Tupper, because, beinge in Brittanie, he was required 30 
crownes for the copies of examynacions, which he refused for the 
price, aswell for that he had no comission to deale so lyberally of 
other mennes purses, as that he doubted least, when he had paid this 
money, nothinge would be founde in the examynacions that might 
steed. The Deputies for the Kinge mislyke that the marchants will 
require redresse herein by way of reprisall, vntill Tppon new profes 
justice be denied Tuto them here. My best furtherance in the 
matter shall not want, yf the marchants will consyder what course 
may be fittest for them to take, and [It] shalbe fftt for tb^n to sende 
some man of discrecion that may follow the catue for the servinge 
of proces, and soche other necessary purposes. As &c. From Paris, 
the iiij"" of December, 1677. 

To TEE LOKD TbEAjSOBEB. 

My verie good Lord, — The lettres to her Ma*"* of my late negocia- December, 
cion with the Kinge shall, I trust, suffice to excuse me, althoughe I do 
2 G 2 



d by Google 



228 COPT-BOOK ov 

not trouble your Lordship at this pres^it with manie vordes, 
haTinge indeed no other m&tter worthie of the writinge at this 
tym.e then soche aa ys conteyned in my said lettres to her Highnes, 
which I know wilbe ymparted Tnto your Lordshipe. 

I haue great cause to thinke that they will come to some reason- 
able resolucions touchinge our Englishe marchants, which is defferred 
Tpon hope to heare shortelie from the yonge Lansacque. Tt ys good 
dealing with theise mrai rpon some advantage ; and I praie Qod. her 
Ma"* may longe keepe her selfe out of theire daungor. And the 
readie waie to aroide harme hereafter ys to keepe onr advanti^ 
whilest wee haue yt, and Glod forbidd that our Queene and ^te 
should be driven to trust to theire curtesie I 

Our chiefest care here at theise presente is to satisfie the King of 
Navarre, the Prince of Cond^, and Danvile, greate oomplaintes 
cominge dayelie from them, and great store of faire wordes are 
returned againe vnto them. And what deedes will foUowe will 
appeare vppon the cominge hyther of the Gouemours of the seuenJl 
Proyinces, whereof some are come alreadie, and the others are 
expected verie shortelie. And thus, restinge most assuredlie at your 
Lordshipes comaundement, and recomendinge my service here and 
my discharge from hence to your Lordshipefi good fkvour, I comitt 
your Lordshipe to the mercifiill tuicione of the Almightie. Frran 
Paris, the iiij"" of December, 1677. 



To MT LoBD OP Waeewickb. 

My verie good Lord, — I trust your Lordshipe will hold theise few 
lynes excused, which shoulde be longer yf anie good matter were 
ministred worthie of your Lordshipe. All thinges [are] reetinge in quiet 
state on this side the ryver of Loyre, and some hope [is] conceaved y* 
the lyke will follow in Guienne, Languedock, and those partes where 
Danvill is restored to his gouemment, and the force vsed by hym in 
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the expulsion of Bellgurd is interpreted to the best. The Aximirall 
is required to repaire to the Oourte, and yt ys thought he will come ; 
and then the King of Navarre shalbe obeyed in his gouemement. 
All the gouemors of the seueraU proTinces are appointed to be here 
verie shortelie, and mania of them are come alreadie, and then the 
secret misteries of tbeise thinges will appears. The Counte Charles 
Mansfield and diueis other gentlemen of this Court are gone to 
Don John* and yt is to be doubted but that they wilbe followed by 
Frenohe souldiers. I trust the Frenche will yield to some reasonable 
satisfaction for the outrage done to the Engliahe marchants by the 
yonge Lansacque, wherein no resolucion is taken as yet. And thus 
restinge at your comaimdem^it, I comitt &c. The iiij* of Decem* 
ber, 1B77. 

To HT LOBD OP LEICZSTEIt. 

My verie good Lord, — I haue written to her Ma*^ at good lengths 
aswell of my late n^otiacion with the Kinge, as also of my con- 
ferrenoe with. Mens' de Foiz, and do thinke that the French shippes 
wilbs redemed vsrie shortely with reasonable satis&ction of the 
English marchants, which I ymput rather to the necessitie of the 
tyroB, then of anie good inolynadon of the French to keepe amitie 
with us. They are wise, and can dissemble theire affections for 
theire advantage, and yet I know yt grevethe them to be comaunded 
(as I take yt) after this sorte. I trust her Ma*^ will so stand vppon 
her guarde as there will shall wante power and habilite to bringe 
furtiie anie daungerous effect. Banvill contynueth in his gouer- 
ment, and Bellgard is forced to retire to Avignon. Mountmorencie 
ys in this towne, with diuerse other gouemois of the seuerall pro- 
vinces, and the rest wUbe here verie shortely. I knowe my lettres 
to her Ma* wUbe ymparted to your Lordshipe, and therefore I 
will not trouble you [with] anie longar discourse, comittinge your 
good Lordship to the, &c. 
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To TEE SeCAETAKIES. 



Tt maie please your Honors to be aduertized that, findinge an 
Englishe marchant readie to departe towardes London and promis- 
inge to deliuere my lettres trustly to my serrante abidinge there, I 
thought good to trouble you with theise few lynes writen in hast, 
and by the same to give you to ynderstand of the bruits of this 
Courte, wher yt is given out that her Ma** lendethe to the States 
80000 florence ; that fonre companies sent by the Prince of Orange 
to Amstredam are defeated by those of the towne ; that six companies 
of Spaniardes haue ben overthrown of late besides Namure; that 
three thousand Spaniardes are cominge shortelye out of Italic, 
besides those which passed out latelie ; that the Duke of Savoy 
permittethe them to paese thorowe Piedmount, notwithstandinge 
the restraint of all others by occasion of the plague in Millaine and 
Lumbaxdie ; that, notwithstandinge all feire promisee, the Frenche 
are gone to Don John in greate nombers, and some say that he ys to 
receave greater ayede from hence verie shortely. M' Waade 
writethe vnto me from Geneva that yt is reported there by certaine 
Italians com lately out of Italie, that the £ing of Spaigne oomethe 
shortely to Millaine, where he will assemble a great counsell to 
deliberat of great thinges. Tt is also written to me by another from 
the same place that la Pyn hathe ben of late at Rome and ys 
returned by Genes, and from thence comethe shortelye to this Courte, 
where he lookethe to be welt receaued for the good service he hai^e 
don in this jomey. 

The jalousie and distrusts of this Courte are nothinge diminished. 
Bochell hathe badd neighbours on everie side. Marana lb not rased 
as was promised. The Admirall ys not yet crane to the Courte, and 
some doubt if he will come or no. I leaue the consideracion of 
Danvill to your better judgement. So, as men thinke that our reso* 



yGoogle 



BIB. AULAS POVLET's LETTEB8. 231 

lucions here depend altogetlierTppon the good or bad successe of the 
Spaniards in the Low Contriea. 

Whereas yt hathe pleased you, M' Walsingham, to signifle mto 
me in the beginninge of this aommer that her Ma*^ was contented to 
bestow one c. crownes by the yeare vppon the partie menaioned in 
this copie enclosed, I find that her lettres come so slowlie and 
seldome rato me for want of convenient messengers that I doubt if 
I may intertaine hym, or if his service can deserve hir Maiesty's 
lyberalytie, \vhich beinge fonnde to be fruitlesse, I might seme to be 
worthie of some parte of the &ult. And therefore yt maie please 
your Honors to giue me your direction herein, havinge now lately 
sent vnto hym fortie crownes for the tyme past. 

No other then myselfe ys acquainted with the matter ad- 
vertized by Geo^;e Poulet, and therefore yt maie please your 
Honors to give order that the same maie not be ymparted to 
anie y* that shall come firom me. And thus I comitt your Honors 
to the mercifull tuicione of the Almightie. From Paris, the 22"* of 
December, 1B77. 

J*Mtscript. — My contrymen in England should doe Qod and 
theire contreye good service if either they wonlde provide scole- 
masters for theiie children at home, or else woulde take better order 
for tiieire educacion here, where they are infected with all sortes [of] 
poUuciona, bothe ghostly and bodylie, and finde manie wiUinge 
scolemasters to teache theme to be badd subiects. 



Beuerend Father and my most deare Friende, — Tt is now longe 
since I either saluted you or heard &om you, but I haue not for- 
gotten you, neither mynde to doe bo longe as I liue, wishinge yt may 
be my chaunce to see you once at home ere I dye. I am requested 
by my good ffirend M' Doctor Wendam to direct my lettres vnto 
you, so as, the aame bwige opened, you may pale the post, and 
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receaue your money againe from hjta.. I vill vae no more wordes 
with 70a at this tyme, but if I be bable to doe you pleasure here you 
maie comaunde me if you list, deeiringe of you againe to be remem- 
bred in your praiers. Fare you hartely well. From London, the 
24* of September, 1677. 

Your assured frind, Robt. Hake. 

To Mr Secbetabie Wilson. 
Yt maie please your Honor to haue this opinion of me, that I 
make greater accompte of your contentacione then of my privfUi 
comoditie, and therefore will not fiule to dispatche M' Dannet from 
hence in convenient tyme to be with you in England before new 
yeares day ; trustinge that this shorte i^rme of his absence from you 
cannot be greatelie to your hinderance, and dare assure you that 
his faithefiill diligence will soone recompence a greater de&ult then 
this comethe vnto. I thanke your Honor most humbly for your 
most frindly and comforteable lettres of tiie x*' of this presente, and 
must confesse that the same would aske to be answered at greater 
lengthe, which is only differred vntill tiie cominge of your serrante, 
by whom I trust to advertize you of some mattenr that will lyke 
you ; and Tppon this hope, and this only occasion, I stay him theise 
few dayes. Your sonne shalbe hartelie welcome. And thus restinge 
at your comaundement I committ your H(nior to the tuicione of the 
Almightie. From Paris, the xriij*' of December, 1592. 



To M^ Secbbtabt Walstsqbams. 

Bight Honorable, Althoughe I haue no new thinge worthie of 
advertisement, yet I thinke yt verie reasonable that this bearer 
M' Jacomo, repayringe into England, should be considered for 
his oharges in this jomey. Wherin I referr hym to your good 
favoure, which may extend to allow hyme as deepelye for theise few 
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lynes, as if he had a greater pacquett. I Till not faile to dispatche 
Dannett from hence in oonTenient tyme to he with you in England 
three or foure dayes before new year's daye, forbearinge to send hym 
at iAm present only rppon good hope and large promises to leame 
some matter worthie of you, and was the more sorye to stay hyme 
because yt may seeme by M' Wilsones lettres that yt behovethe 
hyme to be supplyed in the rome promised to Dannet without delaye. 
I am faire promised in another matter, wherein I haue ben longe 
delayed to my great mislykinge, and haue the lesse hope that anie 
good will ensue, referringe the rqrarte of so moche as hathe ben 
alreadie signified Tnto me to this said bearrer. Theise general! termes 
are more daungerous then profitable, I have now at the last eren this 
present day spoken with the partie, and am promised a speedie answer. 
This bearer had put a peece of seelke to workinge for you, as the only 
tiiinge that seemed for your purpose, and was promised assuredly the 
same shoulde be made readie before the xriij'^ of this present ; whereof 
beinge disapointed, afber the Frenche man^, I was forced to seeke 
another marohant, and will not faile to sonde yt to your Honor by 
the next messenger, which ahalbe in tyme conyenient to seme your 
tume against newe year's day. As knowethe the Almightie. From 
Paris, the x?i^* of December, 1577. 



To M^ Walsinghah. 

Yt may please your Honor to be advertized, that all thingea rest 
here in good quiet in outward apparance, the £inge refustnge 
aothioge that may be reasonably desired fcnr the maintenance of his 
Edict, and hathe dispatched his lettres for the dissolyinge of the 
brotherhoods and other lygues, and also taken order that the Mar- 
shall [shall] resorte to the seuerall lymytts for the better obserracione 
of tiie Peace, th'Admirall beinge required in soche earnest maner to 
leaue ^ gouemement.in Guien, as yt ya thought he will not dare to 
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refuse the Singes comanndement ; and jt ya without doubte that at 
this presente the King desirethe nothinge more then to keepe peace, 
beinge ctananded. hy his pleasure and neoessitie, and some of good 
iudgement are constantljr perswaded that he jb no lesse resolued to 
roote out religion in bis domyniones at his first opcnrtunitie. Yt ys 
said that the Duke of Mayne shalbe Admirall, and ys credybly 
reported that he had ones accepted the gouemement of Normandye, 
wherein he was diswaded hy the Dutches of Nemours, doubtinge to 
offend Matagnon, Mylleroy, and Carronges, which now possesse that 
gouemement. This alteracion of gouemement hathe growen vpon 
this occation, that the mariadge beinge now concluded, not without 
great difficulty, betwen S' Lat and Madamoysels de Biisacque, the 
King was resolued to make S' Lut Grand Esquier ; and to preferr 
Mons'' Chamye, now in possession of that office, and lieutenant of 
Bourgoundy, to the gouemement of Bui^ndy, in the place of the 
Duke of Mayne. The ndghbourhood of Ibis gentleman is not moche 
to be desired ; and, althoughe this matter be differred, yt is not taken 
away, and ys lykely to be efiectuated some other tyme. The credyt 
of the House of Guise in this Court increasethe daylie. Wherein 
this only thinge dothe hinder them, that the King is possessed with 
certains gentlemen of no great caUinge, who make hym a straunga 
to aU his nobilitie. 

I cannot tell how Copley cann afiyrme so boldly that he is no 
practizer against his Prince and State, when yt is most certaine that 
he hathe often conferrence with the Chauncelor, that he is familia.!- 
with that honest man Julio Bussigny, and hathe said of late that 
he hathe proponid manie tbinges to the Frenche Kinge which he 
lykethe verie well, but ys answered that this tyme ys not fitt for yt. 

Andrew Birago, nephew to the Chauncelor, hathe said of late 
that some Englishe men in this towne haue given to understand to 
the Chauncelor, that the enterprise of England is of no great diffi- 
cultie, for manie cawses. The first is that her Maiesty's revenue ys 
o;ie million only, which she spendeth yearly, and therfore ys not 



y Google 



Sm AHIA8 P0ULET*8 LSTTEBS. 235 

riobe; the second, that the people bathe not ben trayned vpp in 
warre ; the third, that there are only two fortes within the tealme, 
and therefore the landinge in all places without perille ; the fourthe, 
that the Queene cannot provide for warre vppon the sodaine in 
money or any other waie, because she caa. doe nbthinge without the 
Estates ; the fifte and last, that some bad hen ponished of late in 
Englande fcnr matter of EeHdgion, which had incensed not only the 
Papistes, but also the Protestantes ; that her Ma^ woulde be forsaken 
of her subieotes, if she were assailed. Th«s triflinge talee> conferred 
with other lyke reportes, which (no doahte) are in great nomber at 
this present, doe serue to proue that there is a general! opinion 
conceaved of the invasion of England. 

My firind tellethe me that there is an intente to sett shippes to 
the seas very shortely, whereof six are to be prepared by Story, fire 
by la, Broche, three by Landereau, two by Charleboyes, Bix by 
lAnsacque, two by Bacquevill, two by Gourdon, and two by 
Gourgnes ; and that theis men haue seuerall pretences in outward 
apparraunce, but indeede one rendez-TOus, which is suspected to be 
in Ireland ; and that the Earle of Westmorland is of this matche, 
whoe hathe ben lately in this towne, as he hathe ben informed. 
This generall preparacion hathe not ben confirmed rnto me by any 
other> and therefore I may not reporte yt for matter of truthe, 
trustinge to leame the certaintie before my next dispatche. This man 
offers all the sendee possible, and (no doubt) will doe all that he canne. 

The anthore of this bill inclosed tellethe me that the Kinge of 
Spaigne hathe offered to the yonge Lansacque 4/i),000 frauncs, and 
to three other gentlemen of this contrey 60,000 frwics to be devided 
betwen them, to do some enterprice for him on the seas. 

It is easie to see that the greatest Princes and Potentates of 
Europe do envie the quietnes and tranquilitie of the estate of 
Englande, and haue conspired the Ttter mine and destraction of the 
same^ which 'beinge forseene, I doubte not but that her Maiesty 
doethe provide all convenient remedies ; and althoughe (thankes be 
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to God I) the same are to be fonnde in good nomber, yet non Bemethe 
more certaine then the contynuuice of the troubles in ihe Low 
Contreyes, or the appeasinge of the same with good condicions ; and 
when that helpe ahalbe taken away &om tb, to be assured of good 
frendes abroade, which, rppon any attempte to be made against tb, 
will take occasion to kep our neighbours occupied in tbeaie owne 
contrey. IJeaviuge theis matters to your better consideracion, 
and referringe some other to the reporte of liiis bearer, I committ 
your Honor to the tuicion of the Almightie. From Paris, the xxv* 
of December, 1577. 



To M> Waxsinghah. 

Whereas yt bathe pleased your Honor to referre to my coosidera- 
cion to deliuffl to A.B. i^* crownes, or so moche thereof aa I thought 
good, I haue ben so bolde to defray the whole some, which hathe 
ben receaued very thankeAiUy, and do thinke yt very well bestowed. 
I haue reoeaved theis iij° crownes, as also other zl crownes, mensioned 
in my last lettres to haue ben paid to C. D., vppon the bill which I 
receaved &om Benedict Spinola, by your procurement, and haue 
given my acquittance for the said mon^, wMch it may please your 
Honor to cause to be dischardged. And thus, etc. From Paris, 
the 33T* of December, 1677. 



To THE ' Fa'RT.tb of LeICESTEK. 

My very good Lord, I doubt least your Lordshippe will finde yt 
strainge that this bearer, Mr. Dannet, haTinge serued so longe Tuder 
me in the place of my secrettffy, is now departed irom me. And 
therefore, for your better satisfiMition, to bothe our credyttes, I haue 
thot^ht good to signifie vnto your Lordship that his serrice hathe 
beiv so agreable Tuto me, for his honestie, diligence, and &ithefiilnes. 
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as I haue ben hartUie aory to spare him, ; and yet, beinge adrertised 
that his firendes in England had procured a place of prefemttent for 
him vnder Mr. "Wilson, I haue ben content to forget my selfe and 
my privat comoditie for his advauncement, havinge (indeede) 
deserved at my handes, not only to wishe hym well, but also to doe 
hym good if I were hable. Althoughe I doe not doubt but his 
honest desertes will procure hym faroure with Mr. Wilson, yet the 
same wilbe greatly furthered if yt shall please your Lordship to giue 
hym your good countenance, and to spare hym your good wordes 
towardes Mr. WUson, whereof I shall most humbly pray your 
good Lordship. 

Yt may please your Lordship to holde me excused, althoughe I 
put you in remembrance of my former suite, to moue her Ma*^ to 
mter into consideracion of my successor, wherin I haue my chiefest 
hope in yotu- Lordship's favoure, and am the more ymportunat 
herein, because I am not ^orant that this deliberacione doethe 
comonly spende the better parte of one yeare. 

The lyke (?) state of thinges at home, and the malicious euTie 
of our neighbours abroade, doe threten ymynent penll to our 
state and contrey ; and surely yt is not for nothinge, and semethe 
worthie to be noted that this opinion of our ruine ys receaTed of the 
most parte of men as a matter of truthe, which th^ perswade them 
selfe to be effectuated very shortely. Wee are so well warned as we 
cannot be harmed, vnleast wee wylbe nedigent to Tse soche remedyes 
as Ood providethe for ts, of which non semethe to be [more] assured 
then to procure good frindes abroade^ which, if anie thinge be at- 
tempted against ts, will take occasion to keepe our raiemies ocupied 
in theire owne centre^. 

The Buffioiencie of this bearw may suffice to excuse the shortnes 
of theise lettres, havinge comitted manie thinges to his reporte, 
whom it may please your Lordship to oredyt ; and thus restinge at 
your Lordship's comaundement, I comitt you to the tuicione of the 
Almighty, from Fans, the xxr^ of December, 1677. 
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To M" "Wilson. 

Althoughe this berer, your serrant Mr. Dannet, hathe ben reco- 
mended vnto your Honor by others that haue ah'eady signified my 
opinion of hym, yet I woulde not faile to accompanie hym with 
theis few lynes, which shall seme only to assure you of his honestie, 
dyligence, faithefuUnes and soundnes in Belidgion^ and to pray you 
to condder and to esteme of hym as he shall deserue, which I know 
wilbe to his credyt and your Batis&ction. And lyke as I am right 
glad that he ys so hapie to be placed with you, so I thinke my selfe 
vnhapie in the losse of his service here, which hathe ben so agreable 
to me as, if I did not loue hym very well, I woulde [yet] haue 
preferred his advauncement by your seniice before my oomodytie yn 
a matter of this ymportance. God blesse your labour and counseU, 
to which purpose good and fEkithfiall ministers are greatly necessary. 
And now I thanke your Honoiir ones againe for your lettres of the 
x^ of this presente, and tun right glad to vnderstand by the same, 
that my oontrey beginetbe to awake out of that heavie sleepe of 
securitie, as may appeaxe by your late good and sounde resolucions 
mensioned in your lettres, wherem your diligence to defend (which 
I take to be the only marke hei Ma*^ shootethe at) cannot be com- 
parable to the readines of others to anoy ; and reason dothe allow 
this to be true, because our corrupte nature ys more diligent in vice 
then in vertue. I am glad to heare that thaduertisment which yoa . 
receaved lately &om me, hathe serued to good purpose ; wherein this 
bearer, your servant, deservethe more then comendacions, by whose 
diligent and faithefiill travaill the same came into [my] handes. I 
wish yt to be conside^d towardes hym, and will not feill put your 
Honor in remembrance of yt, when anie ocoaraon shalbe mynistred to 
doe hym a good tome. The sufficiencie of this bearer, and his good 
experience of the courte and contrey here, shall excuse the shorte- 
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nes of ttieis lettres. And so, restinge at your comanndem^it, etc.. 
From [Paris] the xxf*^ of December, 1577. 



To TH'EbXE of WiBWICKE. 

My very good Lord, Althougbe I doubt not but that your Lord* December 
ship yB so well affected to this bearer, Mr. Dannet, as he hathe no ^^' ^''*^^' 
neede of my recomendacions ; yet, if yt shall please your Lordship 
to add somewhat of your &uour towardes bym at ibis my request, 
I shall take yt as a good tume done to my selfe, haTinge served her 
Ma*^ here, vnder mee, so painfully, diligently, and faitbefully, as I 
wiU acknowledge my selfe beholdinge vnto bym as longe as I Hue ; 
and indeed am hartllie sory for his departure firom me, althoughe I 
woulde not deale so Tngratefully with hym to hynder his preferment 
to a place procured for hym by his good frendes in Englande. He 
hathe deserued well of me for his good partes, but especially for his 
good will, which I haue founde to be Tn&ined, so as he hathe ben 
gladd at his barte when occasion hathe senied hym to doe any tbinge 
that might lyke me. M*^ Wilson hathe ben contente [to take] hym 
of mee ; and, therefore, I haue good hope that he will stand his good 
master and £rend, which he will doe the rather if yt shall please your 
Lordship to let bym know that you wishe well to this gentleman. 
I will not trouble your Lordship with the state of thinges here, 
referringe the same to the sufficiencie of this bearer, whoe will 
enforme you of some particularityes. And thus, &c., the xxv^ of 
Deconber, 1577. 



To M* Tbeasoeeb- 

Bight Honorable, I tbanke your Honor most humbly for your 
lettres of the fourthe of this presente, and am veiy glad to heare of 
your good and souude resoluoions, which may perchaunce breake 
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the devise oontryued against ts. I trust her Ma" doeth not doubt 
but that the plott is laid for her mine, the execucion whereof bathe 
ben deferred hitherto by the mercifull goodnes of the Almightie, 
whoe dothe not only forwame ts of our mischiefes at band, but 
alsoe dothe provide ts of lawfull remedyes, if we be so hapie to 
take them when they wre proferred. I will not trouble your Honor 
with the discourse of the estate of thinges here, referringe the same 
to the reporte of this bearer, Mr. Dannett, whoe bathe serued me 
here in the place of secretary, and ys now to serue Mr. Wilson, 
wherein I haue ben contente to further hie preferment, althoughe 
to my great griefe, in respect of my service here. This man ys 
honest and sounde in relidgion, aad therefore I shall pray your 
fauour towardes hym. I must tell your Honor this one thinge, that 
there ys no doubte of the contynuance of peace here, vntill the 
Buccesse of the Low Contryes shall informe vs what may be fitt for 
TS ; and in this meane tyme wee make great demonstracions to 
despise [desire ?] nothinge more then the consemdon of the last 
Edicte. And thus I comitt your Honor, &c. December 25, 1677. 



To TE'EitLE OF Sirsssx. 

My v&ry good Lord, Beinge Tnhable to acknowledge my dutifuU 
mynde tovrards your Lordship by better ofBoes, I am willinge to 
trouble you with some few lynes, therby to intertaine your Lord- 
ship's good opinion of me ; but this quiet tyme yeldeth so little 
matter worthy of aduertisment, as I must pray your Lordship to 
accept my poore good will in steed of longer lettres. 

The troubles of the Low Contryes will keepe ts in peace here, 
and the good or bad successe of the doinges there will resolue ts of 
our further proceedinges. In this meane tyme the King pre- 
tendethe to desire nothinge more then the observacion of this 
Edicte ; giTeth comaundement te the Admirall to come out of 
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Gwyoi; taketh order for the disolucipn of the brotherhoods and 
other associacions of the Papists, and in man^ oth^ thinges is no 
nigarde of faire promisee. The effects do not yet appeare, and yt is 
daungerous in Eiaunce to geue a resolute opinion vpon any wordes, 
or other outward shewes whatsoever. Montmorancy ys returned to 
his howse of Chantilla, and with hym Mons' Cayra. The Howse of 
Guise [is] foUowinge the Courte, and I thinke will not leaueytTutill 
they be ymployed by boke or croke, &c. 



To MT Lord Tbeasoree. 

My very good Lord, I doubt least your Lordship will fynde yt 
straunge that this berer, Mr. Dannet, havinge served so longe vnder 
me, in the place of my secretary, ys now departed from me ; and 
therfor, for your better satisfaction, to bothe our credyts, I haue 
thoiight good to signifie vnto your Lordship that his service hathe 
ben BO f^reable vnto me, for his honestie, diligence, and feithfullnes, 
as I haue ben hartely sory to spare hym. And yet beinge aduertized 
that his frindes in England procured a place of preferment for hym 
vnder M* Wilson, I haue ben content to forget my selfe and my 
privat comoditie for his adnauncement, havinge indeede deserved at 
my handes not only to wish hym well, but also to doe hym good if 
I wer able. I doubt not but your Lordship ys so well affected tot his 
said bearer, as he hathe no neede of my comendacions ; and yet if yt 
shall please your Lordship to add somewhat to yoiu* finvoure towardes 
hym at this my request, I shall take yt as a good tume don to my 
selfe. Beinge aduertised by my servant of your Lordship's secknes, 
and therfore vncertaine of your retume to the Court, I haue thought 
good to trouble your Lordship with this eopie inclosed of my lettres 
to the Secretaryes, referringe some other thinges to the report of this 
bearer, whom yt may please your Lordship to credyt. This badd 
tyme hathe great need of your Lordship's travaile in body and 
2 I 
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mynde, besechinge Qod to restore your healthe to the furtherance of 
her Maiesty's service, and to your comfort and quietnea. &c. 



To M^ "Walbtsquam. 

December Yt may please your Honor to receaue by this bearer, M' Dannet, 

' a peece of silke contayneinge xx yeards, being hartily sory that I can 

provide no better stuffe for yoxi, wherin I trust W Jacomo hathe 
excused towardes you ahready, who hathe sought all the best ahoppes 
in this towne, and coulde fynd no new thinges worthie of you. 
The plague in Italie, and the disorder of the money here, are thought 
to be the true causes that nothinge comethe hither out of thes parts. 
The Queen and ladyea here, for want of better stuffe, make all there 
new garments of colored satten with goulde and siluer. Ytmay^ease 
your Honor that I may crave this &vour of you, aa of one in whom 
I repose my selfe aboue all others, that when either by ignorance or 
by necessitie I shall send any thinge to her Ma*^ that seemeth vnfltt 
for her, yt may please you to consider so well of mee, to take order 
that yt may not be deliuered, thinldnge yt farr better to send no- 
thinge then to send any thinge mmeet for her Higbnes ; and shall 
most humbly pray you to extend this favoure towardes me touching 
a tryfle which I send by this bearer, r^erringe the deliueiy of the 
same to your fiindty. consideracion. I am willinge to sei^ some- 
what to her Ma*" ; and therfore haue resolued vppon this thinge, 
because I can fynde no silke of any new fashion. The devise of this 
toy semeth to be pretty, which this said berer will expounde vnto 
you. Yf this bill inclosed shall not be sufficient for your disohaige 
for the iij'xl crownes, vpon aduertiament from you I will send soche 
other discharge as shall please you to comaunde. 

Yt hathe pleased your Honor to be the first founder of the placinge 
of this bearer, W Dannet, with M' Wilson. I will not trouble you 
with any further recomendacions in his behalfe, only I will say that 
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he ys worthie of your favoure. Tf the aduertasement sent by George 
Powlet deseireth any thankes, I pray you let them be given to this 
berer, by whose iaithfuUnes and dyligeuce the same came into my 
haudes. 

And now your Honor must glue me leaue to put you in remem- 
brance of my late sewte, wherin I shall not be quiet vntill I shall 
heare the name of my successor. My two yeares beginne to expire, 
and this tenue may be sufficient for my poore estate, the bett^ parte 
of my livinge beinge out of my handes, as you know. I trust I need 
not to tell you that I remayne wholy at your comaundment. And 
thus, &G. 



To KT Lobs Keefeb. 

My verie good Ix>rd, Havinge so couTenient a xaseaeagex as this 
bearer ys, M' Sannet, I woulde not feyle to acknowledge my dutifull 
good will towardes your Ixvdship by theis few lynes ; although in 
deede this quiet tyme dothe yelde no matter worthie of adnerUs^nent. 
We are contented here to barken to our neighbour's harmes, and to 
keepe our selues in store for our bett^ aduauntage, and I am moch 
deoeiued if wee lefe any good oportnnitie that shalbe proferred. Our 
actions are ohaunged by necesaitie, but our will remayneih fixme and 
constant, and wiU appeare in tyme convenient. But the hartes of 
Princes are in the hands of God, and He disposethe of them at his good 
pleasure, and He only knoweth what wilbec<»ne of this Peace. Our 
Estat & contrey is threatned of ev^ side, and her Ma*^ oannot be 
ignorant of the malicious practises of her disembUnge neighbours. 
Our hanne comethe by leasure, and wilbe the heavier if yt be not 
avoyded. God graunt her Ma"* to be rightly counceUed, and to 
exeout speedyly her good resolucions 1 I feafe we shall not be so 
diligent to provide for our defence, as our aaemyes wilbe ready to 
annoy vs. I leaue theis matter to your better consideracion. I will 
2x2 
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not trouble your Lordsliip with the discourse of the state of thinges 
here, which I referr to the report of this bearer. And &c. 



To M* Leioeton. 

My good neighboure, I thanke jou most hartelj for your firindly 
iettres of the xxviij"" of the last sent by my servant Chechester, 
which are more then sufficient to confirme me in my opinion of your 
good affection tovardes mee, although I ame longe sythence so well 
satisfied therein as the same needeth no new confirmacion. I 
accompt you in the nomber of my beet assured frindes, and do Imow 
that I am not deceaued, as lykwise I trust you make lyke reckninge 
of mee. Our coniunctious in Mndshippes hathe many good and 
notable groundes, and therfore wilbe firm and perpetuall I doubt not 
I wishe yt, and will take vpon me to answer for you, that you will 
not be sDiy for yt, and I trust we shall neuer repent yt ; and here I 
thanke you most bartily as for a true effect of your professed good 
will for your Mndship extended to my brother Qeorge Powlet many 
wayes, sithenoe his comminge to Qeisej, and for your finndly care of 
the quiet estate of that Isle durii^ this tyme of my absence, 
wherof I haue ben advertised of my said brother. This quiet tyme 
yeldeth no matter worthie of aduertisement, referringe you for soch 
as yt ya to this berer If Dannet, my late secretary, & now departed 
firom me witii my very good will in respect of his preferment. He 
caun informe you very well of the state of this Court and Kingdom. 
He ys an honest man, well given iu religion, and worthie of your 
good will, &C. 



To M^ BICEA.BD Bhaee. 

S^ I thanke you most hartily for your Iettres, sent by my servant 
Chediester> and am no lesse glad to perceiue by the same, that you 
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remaine mj good &end after the ould fashion, and that your good 
mil towards me js nothinge dimynished by my longe absence. I 
pray you thinke that I will neuere ■ be hehynd you in theis good 
offices, and so I know you accompt of mee. I am very glad to heare 
that the hobby you wryt of beareth so good a price, not doubtinge 
but that his goodnes ys answerable thervnto ; and indeed I woulde 
hauie hym good and faire, or not haue bym at all. I deale Tery 
bouldly with you, because I thinke you would haue yt so. But how 
BoeTer you woulde hauo yt, I will do so as longe as I liue. Your best 
way to haue your rerenge ys to be as bolde with mee, and so you 
may be with great thankes. Tou tell mee that you wish my shorte 
retume into England ; and I must confesse vnto you that I am lyke- 
wise mynded, wherin my chefeat hope consistethe in my Lord of 
Leicester, vnto whom I haue wryten therin two monethes past, but 
I doe not heare that there ys any mocion made for my successor. I 
am now well entred into the seconde yeare; and two yeares in 
Fraunce may seme to be sufficient for one that hathe his mother in 
law lyvinge. Tt ya comonly a yeares worke to resolue vpon hym 
that shall serve in this place, which may be an occasion to keepe me 
longer here, if yt be not considered in tyme convenient. I pray you 
let me not want your remembrance to my Lord of Leicester. 

This ys ynnoughe for this lyme, not doubtinge Imt that new 
oGcasitULB will arise dayly to trouble you, and you may be assured 
I will not spare you, where your firindship may stand me in any 
steed. This bearer M' Dannet can tell you how the worlde goethe 
here. And so, referringe you to his report, after my most hartie 
commendacions, I comytt you, &c. 



To M» Dtbe. 

My good M' Dyer, your firindly lettres wrytten at so great length 
are sufficient to recompence all former abstinence fifom wrytinge, if 
there had ben any ; and yt is more then ynnoughe that you are 
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contente to lei me know tbat jovl are villinge to wryte often. X 
am 80 well and so longe sythraice perswaded of jonr TufaTned good 
will, that when you wrjte, I aocompt of 7011 as one of jnj beet 
assured firindea, and when you do not wryte I aocompte the same of 
you. I am setled in this opinion, and I know you wUl never giue 
me cause to lepent yt ; where I may doe you any pleasure, I trust 
you will not forbere me ; and in this meane i^me I will Tse you as 
bouldely. 

Tt ys comonly a yeare'a worke to provide a suoceasw for this 
place ; and therfore I haue besought my Lord of Leycester to con* 
idder of yt, BO as when I haue aerred a conTenient tyme, I may not 
be forced to rranayne here. Vppon thois deliberacions I trust yt 
wilbe ocmsidered that the best parte of my lyringe ys out of my 
handes ; that the deartbe of all thlnges here ys estrone ; and ther- 
fbre two years' serrice may be sufficient. I pray you let me not 
want your frindly &rtherance to my Lord of Leyoester. 

Bodinus de Imperio was neuer yet prynted, but wilbe before 
Easter, and then I will not &ile to provide hym for you. And 
whereas you desire to be informed of the manor of the payment of 
the rents due to the King and thos of the nobilitie in this realme, 
and if the same be paid in provicions or in money, and if in money 
at what rate, I learoe that the Etnge ys paid of his rents alwayes in 
money, after the rate of his ordonnance beinge in foroe at this 
tyme, and that those of the nobilitie are paid for there luids nere 
adioyninge to the bowses where they make there ordinary abode, 
for the more part in provicions, as come, wyne, powlage, and soche 
lyke ; and for there other lands in mony at the rate before redted. 
And thus with my most, &c. 



To M" HOESET. 

S% Althoughe my opinion of your good frindahip was already 
BO well groimded as yt needed no confirmacion, yet I was right 
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glad to leceiue your lettres of the vy"* of tiiis present, wrytten so 
frindly as th^ might seme to confirme me if I had ben doubtefiill. 
I trust yt will not repent you to contynue in this good disposidon 
vntill yt shall repent me to deserue yt, and so doe pray you to 
acGompt of me, as of one that will omytt no good office that may 
seme to the norishinge of this good amytie betwene vs. Our 
Uoudy and violent accions are turned into sportea and paslymeB, bo 
as this courte yeldeth no new matter worthy of the wryldnge, onlesse 
I should wryte of soofae daungerous reportes as are given out dayly 
against owre state and oontrey. Yt may be feared least thds 
wordes wilbe followed with deedes, if some present remedy be not 
provided. We see our perill, and God will helpe vs to avoyde yt if 
WB helpe our selues. Fare well, good M' Horsey, & accompt me in 
the nomber of thos that loue you. From Paris, the 25tb of De- 
cember, 1677. 



To M" Sbcebtabt. 

Tt may please your Honor to be advertised that the nvij* of the 
last M. D. resorted to my lodginge, where he declared vnto mee 
that after many meetrnges and conferences with J. B., the said J. B. 
had now at the last assured hym that he was acquainted with all the 
particularyties of the D. of N. his treason, as also with all that was 
practised by the Pope and the King of Spaine by the negotiacion of 
Badolpha ; and that vppon assurance of consideracion, worthy of a 
servioe of this ymportance, he woolde reveale all his knowledge. 
And farther, whereas M. now beinge in this towne, ja not ignorant 
of the bottom of all the latter conspiracies betwene the Queene of 
Sootts and h^ confederates, vnder pretence to goe with the said M. 
to home, he woulde deliuer hym into the bandes of soche as her 
Ma''' woulde appoint at Caseluther or Heddherge. The said D. pro- 
testing that he woulde not be the informant to effectuat this devise 
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onleast he might receaue her Maieety's promise that the said M. 
shoulde not be touched iu his l^e, which heinge saved, he referred 
hjm in all other thinges to the consideracion of her Highnes. He 
added that he coulde be contented that J. B. shonlde also be apre- 
hended, and sent into England with the other, vppon promise that 
he shoulde not be yll Tsed, as indeed (sajthe he,) heinge the meane 
of the aprehensionn of M., he doethe deserue good intertainement. 
He concluded that theis thinges could not be performed, onleast jt 
woulde please her Ma*^> or you M^ Walsingham in her behalfe, to 
assure hym by two or three wordes, that J. should be well reoom- 
pensed, who woulde do nothinge vntill he might see this lettres of 
warrant for his assurance. 

I asked hym yf J. coulde not be perEnraded to accept my worde 
and promise for his satisfaction, and to be contente to make presente 
declaracion of his knowledge in thels thinges, because I coulde not 
tell if the same might be soche as woulde abide no delay. He said 
(as before) that B. woiilde do nothinge onlesse he had his wairant 
out of England. I toulde hym I doubted not hut that he did 
already ynderstand all that M. did know, and therefore shoulde 
do well to reveale the same with his owne knowledge in the 
other thinges before specified, which might seme to good purpose, 
althoughe M. were apreheuded. He answered that yt was not 
possible to get any thinge from M., wberin B. had don all that he 
coulde, hut in vayne ; and that if the said J. shoulde presse M. 
herein, he woulde not only repulse hym, but also conceaue an yll 
opinion of hym, and woulde wiyte to the fxindes of the said J. in. 
Englande to his discredyt. But (quothe I,) where will you fynde 
that Prince in Cristendom (and specially in Germany, where th^ 
make great accompte of theire priviledges, and dare not doe any 
thinge that shalbe to the derogacion of the same, yf for no other 
cause then to avoyd the displeasure of the other Princes theire 
neighbours,) that will deliuer a straunger into the hands of any prince 
what so ever P That ys no parte (saythe he,) yt ys you that must 
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looke to that. Yt is a matter that must be considered, quod I. 
D. C. (saithe he,) will not refuse the Queen your Miatres, no more 
then the P. of S. hatha done ah^ady. I toulde J. was neuer de- 
liuered. In deede you say truly, (sayethe he,) but yt shalbe ynoughe 
for the Queen your mistres yf he be esamyned vpon tortures, or 
otherwise at her pleasure, which [no] Prince that ys Mad to her Ma** 
will deny ; and I dare take yt vpon me (saythe he,) that this shalbe 
don at Seddan. I concluded that when a man coulde not do as he 
woulde, he must be content to do as be could, and because D. made 
no mencion of any consideracion to be vsed towardes hymselfe, I 
thought good to Tse soch speaches as might serue to assiu^ hym 
that he should not finde her Ma*^ vngratefull. 

Tt may please your Honor to be advertised that the xxviij"* of the 
last, M. D. resorted to my lodging, where he declared vnto mee that 
I coulde not be ignorant of the Estate of the Low Contreys ; and 
that so longe as th^ should contynue in the possession of the King 
of Spaine, he woulde be a daungerous neighboure to the Queen my 
mistres ; as lykewise the King his master woulde growe too mightie 
yf they shoulde be annexed to the Crowne ; and therfore yt were 
wished that theis Low Contreys were possessed by some third Prince, 
whoe, beinge erected to this Estate by the helpe of the Queen of 
England and the Frinch King, woulde contynue a good neighboure 
to them bothe, and coulde not be otherwise if he woulde ; not doubt- 
inge but that the Kinge his master woulde be contented to joyne 
with her Ma**" herein ; and prayed me to tell hym my opinion. I 
answered, I had neuere heard of tlus matter before ; that the same 
was of good waight ; that yt touched manie Kinges and Princes, and 
amongest others the Queen my mistres ; that yt required a further 
consideracion', and therefore prayed hym to hould me excused 
althoughe I did forbeare to vtter my opinion herein, which I would 
reserue for some other tyme. 

He replyed that my privat opinion in this prirat was [no] ohligacion 
either to the Queene my mistres, or to me ; and therefore did not 
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thinke that I woulde deale thus straungely with hjm ; prayinge me 
ones againe to say what I thought. I toulde hym I knew Tery well 
that he woulde thinke great lightnes in me if, in a matter of this 
ymportanoe, I should answere hym hastily ; hut, hecause he pre- 
tendethe this matter ymported her Ma* deeply, I prayed hym, as he 
made already good demonstracion of his good wyll in other thinges, 
so in this to doe the like, and to acquaint mee with the reasons that 
moTed hym to be of this opinion. 

Tt was easie to see that he was offended that I would not deale 
more firankely with hym, and yet, vppon hope (as I take yt,) to 
seme his tume, was cont«nte to proceede in his discours, sayinge that 
the King of Spaine ys growen to be dreadefall to all Cristonedom ; 
that if his flather had lyred in this tyme, he woulde haue hyn lord of 
the better parte of all Europe ; that this man was of no valure ; that 
yet, by meanes of the Low Contreys, he had great meanes to annoy 
England ; that, beinge removed from thence, her Ma*^ shoulde haue 
no cause to accompt more of hym then of a gent, of 5000 fraokes 
by the yeare (I vse his owne wordes) ; that lykewise the Frinch 
King eoulde not he aasayled by the Spaniarde by any other way 
then by the Low Contryes ; that the Spaniarde, beinge removed from 
thence, eoulde not assure hym selfe against the King in anie his other 
Contrayes ; that therfore England and France shoulde doe well to 
erect Archducke IWatluaa to the Estate of the Lowe Countreyes, by 
the name of Coxmt of the same, or by some such other tytle. I 
asked him yf he knewe that Mathias wotdd accepte this offer ; and, 
having accepted yt, that ho woulde deale playnlie. I knowe youe 
thinke (sayeth he,) that he is come thither by the assent of the Kinge 
of Spaine, afferminge that he toke yt so and dyde beleue yt. But 
yt was to be considered that he was a yonge gentleman of great 
courage ; that he hade alreadie enteryd into quarell with his brother 
the Emperout; that he could not forget the iniury done to his fother 
by the Emperour Charles in his portage ; that when yt should please 
Ck>d to call the King of Spa: out of this worlde, he would not &,yle 
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to pleade in possesaion of these Lowe Countreys ; and that being sup- 
posed [supported ?] by the Prince of Orenge, he would not feyle to 
entertaine hym in his honors and dignyties, which the said D: toke 
to be a thinge that woulde be agreable to her Ma"*. But (quod I,) 
the King of Spaine lyueth yet, and maye perchance lyue longe 
ynoughe to force Mathias to seke another neste ; and then this hope 
to carie awaye the State after the death of the King, will proue to be 
a reckening without theire hoste. 

He aunswered that Mathias and his Mads were able to defend him 
agaynste the King of Spaine as longe as the said King lyued ; and 
aftCT his deathe the matter would he easye ynoughe. I asked hym 
howe he knewe that the Frenche King woulde be content to be of 
this matche. He sayed he knewe yt very weU, and that he con- 
fered theirein with great personages. WeU, {quod I,) I will consider 
of this matter ; and at some other tyme I will tell youe what I thincke 
of yt. Yt is enoughe (sayeth he,) that youe doe allowe of this 
devise as a thing profytable and honorable for her Ma*. Naye, (quode 
I,) I sayed not so ; yes and (by your leaue) will thioke better of yt 
before I aUowe of yt or dysallowe yt. Then I asked hym yf he 
woulde not aduertyse hys opinion herein vnto youe, M' Walsingham, 
by his lettres. He aunswered that he would consider of yt. Thus I 
haue sett downe vntoyour Honors plainelie and trulie, all that hathe 
passed betwene this man and me in this behalfe, refering the same to 
your better consideracion ; and nowe yt maye please youe to gene me 
leaue to say somwhat vnto youe of my simple opinion. The firste 
matter hath ben handled with great dexteritie ; these twoe honest men 
employing all theire conninge ; that D: is not ignorant of all that 
J. knoweth, but the prodigalytie of J. coulde not be maintayned nor 
his necessitie reliued, yf D. should rtter his knowledge in this matter 
without the helps of the other. Also yt is not for nothing that this 
matter hath ben defered vntell this presente. Wherein he knewe 
as muche twoe monethes paste as nowe, and dyd then put me in great 
hope that he woulde revele his knowledg Tnto me without delaye, 
2 K 2 
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and therfore there is some other mysterie in this tracte of tyme. 
I am not ignorant that ther is great and straight frindship be- 
twene J. and M. and am more then halfe perswaded that he [is] 
acquainted with all that M: knowethe, and theirfore this prety 
conveighans is also to be consedered. These men are not vnknowne, 
and therfore [it] shalhe mete to deale warely with them, so as yf 
tiiere [conning] haue a further reache, the same may fall Tppon 
theire owne pates. 

Touching the second pointe, I take it to be most certain that this 
man came not vnto me of him self, but was sent 1^ great person- 
nages, wherin manie tbinges maye be devined which are without 
the compasse of my charge, and therfore leaue them to yoiir 
wysdomes. He is, no doubte, a faythfiill servant to Queen Mother, 
and therfore I dealt as warely as I could with him ; and yt seameth 
worthie to be noted that he shewed him self veiye yll content that 
I wotild not allowe his proposition, wherin (no doubte, as in aH 
other of this question) he sheweth great treachery. Tf this matter 
shalhe followed, yt may please your Honor to send M' Beale, or some 
Buche other sufficient man hetber vnto me, aswell for my assystance 
herein as also to seme for a wittnes of my doinges, because these 
thinges may touche I cannot tell whom. 

Tt is confermed vnto me of euery syde, that Strozey, La 
Boche, Lansacq, Sandreau, and others precede in theire pre- 
parations of men, shipps, and munition, with pretence to goe 
to the West Yndia ; or, as some saye, to [ ] in Afiique, but 
in dede to make some attempt vppon Ireland, as others of 
good judgment do ymagin, to which purpose they are sayd to haue 
secret intellegence as well with Fytzmorrice as with the Earle 
of Westmerland ; or els to be in redynes againste the opening 
of the warre in this realme ; and then to serue to make some 
exployte againste Rochell and the Isle of Setz, La Boche ys a 
gusard, and a man of no habylitie to beare the chai^ of any great 
enterprise ; and yet he mateth accompte to bestowe in these prepa- 
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rationa 200,000 frankes, which may sem to proue that this journey 
is furthered hy some ^at personages. They geue out great speaches 
againest y* Spanierds ; and I mislyke yt the more, because they talke 
of [it] BO lowde. They purpose to cary with them 4000 souldiers. I 
haue sent to a good &md in Brittaine for my better instruction in 
these things. Althoughe these waminges canne not he rnprofytable, 
and shalhe good to provyd for the worst, yett I am not hastie to 
giue credyt to theas reports ; because these bruits of some matter of 
attempt agaiuest her Ma"" are giuen out manie times of purpose to 
make vs the mor Tnwillinge to giue ayde to our dystresed neigh- 
bours. Thus am I bould to informe your Honor what I heare ; and 
when you heare all that I heare, I am discharged, and you are to 
consider. But I am much deceiued if youe may not be bould to 
heleue these men intend nothinge lesse tJien to performe theire pre- 
tended voyage. The King ya said to giue them of his liberalletie 
towards this jomey, twellue miUiera of pouder and 2000 shott. 

Tt is aduertysed here, by lettres &om Constantinople, that the 
Turke prepareth 300 galleyes, and 60 gaUices, and many other great 
shippes for transportacion of his munition. And hauing made his 
peace with the Sophie, doth purpose to invade some parte of Ghres- 
tondom, and that the Yenitianes haue abedie assayed to buy theire 
peace with a present of 300,000 ducatts ; hut for tiieir better 
sewertie th^ haue nowe of late procured lettres from the French 
King to the Turke in theire faviour. Yt is said that the Turke 
hath refused the tribut dew vnto him by the Emperour, and doth 
threaten him with warre. 

The ligues are not only conferrmde, but also alimented in Guien, 
and all other parts of this realme ; the nobylitie prepareth for a new 
warre, the townes lately rendred to the Kinge are fortyfled with 
garinsons, greate plenly of faire words, but nothing performed in dede 
of those tbinges which were promysed : all meanes are sought to 
weaken the Protestantes. All thinges are done by directe com- 
maundement from the King; a general massacre is feared; the 
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execution of these conspiracies ys deffered only by occasion of the 
slowe procedinges in the Lowe Countreyes ; great plottes are layed 
for great myschefe; and some great cbaunge ys expected very shortlie. 
Thus much is written vnto me by prmcipall parsonnages. 

Osboume, my servant, resorting to the f^nch Ambassador, at 
his last bcdng in England, to pray his paaporte for the yonge Rons- 
well, the said Ambassador asked hym howe I was intreated in 
Fiance, whoe answered, verie well to fais knowledge. The Ambas- 
sador replyed that he found him selfe veri yU vsed theire ; and that 
his house was so watched, as well towards the streate as towards the 
water, that no man durst come to hym ; and that the banckers with 
whome he had to deale for mony, could not be suffered to resorte 
mto hym ; saying that he would not £iyle to giue aduertysment 
therof to the King his master, tmd to pray hym to call hym from 
thence, rather then to suffer hym to be vsed there as a slaue or 
villaine, and alsoe to geue me like intertainement here. He con- 
cludeth that one Peter, a Ereuchman, whoe came sometyme to him 
to begg or borrow a crowne, was threatned to be hanged for his so 
doing ; and therby constrained to shaue his herd, and cut iiis heare of 
his head, and in that dysguised maimer to convey him selfe away. 
CoUios, his foteman, hathe bin here of late, whoe hathe vsed the 
lyke speaches vnto me, sauing that he sayeth that his master desireth 
nothing more then that I shoulde be intreated with all curteses. 

One telleth me that he hath sene the lettres wrytten to Monsieure 
from the Estates, and signed by the Archeduke Mathias, and Wella- 
man, secretary of the said Estates, by the which they promise to geue 
them seines to his protection, in case the King of Spaine will not 
receiue them as his subiects. 

Manie shiftes are deuiaed to gett money ; and nowe, vppon the sale 
of the estate of a newe greffler, erected in euery court, a great some 
of mony is leavyed, as also the taiUes are increased fiue soulz vppon 
euery francke, which wyll ammounte to a rounde somme, the same 
being vtterly refused in Languedocq, and other parts adioyuing, as is 
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reported, whoe requier to be reliued of manie other newe imposytions, 
afferming that they caime no longer enduer this heavy burthen. 

I will not troble you with the report of the manie seuerall quarells 
happened of late in this Courte, betwene the gentlemen belonging to 
the King of the one parte, and others belonging to Mons' of the 
other parte ; wherof the fyrst was betwene Rellus and Bassy ; and yet 
I doe not think yt meete to neglecte the observacion of these tryfles, 
which may perchaunce hreede some daungerous consequence. 

Yt is tolde me that Moulina was the messenger at his comming 
out of Scotlande, of a motion of marege betwene the King of Scottes 
and the Princesse of Lorraine. Perigueuli hath.ben in danger to be 
surprysed by the Catholiques ; the practyse wherof was so clearly 
conveyed, as yt was not knowen Tntell the verie instant of the exe- 
cution, which was not without the death of many Papystes, besydes 
many others taken prisoners. Mons' de B^ecq, gouremour of An- 
goulesme, and Mons' Bordellee, are said to be the principaU authors 
of this seditious practise. Tt is sayd that the Mar'' de Escosse 
shalbe sent thether to take order theirein. The King semyeth to be 
highly offended, and threatneth extrem punishment to the offenders ; 
and yet I am credably informed, that a gentleman was willed to 
assuer the King of the good suooesse of this enterprise, more then 
one moneth paste. This treason doth thrteten all the other townes of 
the Religion, and I thinke they will provyde for their sewertie. 

Vppon motion made by my sonne to Mons' de Foix, to pro- 
cure order and commandement &om the King to his Ambassador 
resident there, to assure her Ma*^ that her rahiecta shall traf- 
ficque safely and quietly without anie molestamon within the 
gouerment of his master, with the other particularyties men- 
tioned in the said lettres, after conference had with the King, I 
receiued aunsweare that he desierd nothing more then to keepe 
good amitie with her Ma**", and that the traictea passed betwene 
them should contynewe in their force and vertue, promysing to 
wrighte to his Ambassador to such effect as I desired ; and prayed 
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me also to write to her Highnes for the release of the French shipps ; 
and that he would satisfie the English marchantes according to 
theire seueraU demaudes. But, as youe haue well begone, so I 
truste you will contyniowe in this honorable course ; and in dede yt 
cannot stande with her Maiesty's honour, or with the proufyt of the 
English marchantes, to stande to the coortesye of French justice. 
I did forbears to make this motion t or vj dayes, doubting least the 
same might hinder your procedinges in England, because I was 
assured that the marchantes departed &om hence in rerie good 
dyBposition to compounde with you at your pleasuer, and dyd con- 
ceue that the said, marchantes had not yet ben with youe at the 
making of this dyspatch. And thus, &c. 

To THE SeCEETARIES. 

Jannaiy Tt may please your Honours to be aduertysed that, being nowe 
10, 1877. jea^e to dispatche my messenger with these othw lettrea, Mon- 
aieure limsacq and Mona' Finart came Tnto me &om the King the 
viij'" of this presente. Where the said Laosacq, after a long pro- 
testacion of his desier to entertayne amytie betwene these twoe 
crownes, entered into a iustiflcation of that which had ben don 
of late by his sonne touching the Englishe marchantes ; not com- 
manded (as he sayed) by the King, but as a naturall &ther, that 
desiered the honor and reputacioa of his eomie, and yet Tnwilling 
to bring this matter againe in question. I answered that although 
I was not hastie to renewe these olde gre£Fes, yet being prouoked, 
I would not forber to tell hym that this facte was vnworthye 
of his Sonne ; that yf his fiither had ben in his place, he woulde 
neuer haue done it ; that the Englishe marchantes had done nothing 
contrarie to the trayties betwene these twoe realmes; and hwe 
I made a shorte recytall of the cruelties vsed towardes them, con- 
cluding that her Ma"* could not allowe of yt with her honor. The 
old Lansacq toke my speache in very good parte, or at the leaste 
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was content to vse no replication, and in dede dyd forbear to speake 
longe time after, saving that he sayed that if I had harde as he 
had, heard I would beleue as he beleved. Then Mons' Pinart 
entring into a long discourse of the demaunds of the Englishe mar- 
chantes, and of the slender value of the same in comparison of the 
excessiue interests and dommages sustained by the French mar- 
chantes by occasion of this late arrests, deliuered vnto me their bill 
inclosed herein contayning particuler aimswer to the particuler com- 
plaintes exhibited by the English marchantes, prayii^ me to consider 
of their bill and to write in the fovour of the French marchantes. 
And here he tooke occasion to tell me, as yf of him self (as he said) 
and not firom the King, that the French marchantes were euell 
intreated in the West parts ; that the gentlemen comming abord 
their shipps would chepen the wares, and, agreeing vppon the price, 
would cane away the said wares without paying any mony for them; 
that this iniustice ought not to be suffered, and therefore, doubting 
least this kinde of dealing might breede some alteracion in greater 
matters, he desireth that order might be giuen for redresse therof. 
I told him I trusted the French shipps had ben deliuered long 
sithence, and, aa I desired contynewance of amytie between 
these twoe Crownea, so I wished nothing more then that this 
contention were appeased to the honour of her Ma"" and satis- 
fEiction of the English marchants ; findeng the matter more strainge, 
for that I had ben aduertised out of England that her Ma*^' was 
content to make staye onlie of eo many of the said shippes 
as might contervayle the losses and dommages sustayned by the 
English marchants by the occasion of arrests made by the yonge 
Lansacq. Then Monsieur Pinart vsed many wordes to proue that, 
considering the place which I occupied here, I might doe many 
good offices to the benyfitt of bothe Realmes, wherein his speach 
tended to a manifast challinge, as yf I had not tendered the suts of 
the poor men, and had not ben carefull to prevent the danger that 
might ensewe throughe heat of contenoion between her Ma*'" and 
2l 
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the King his master; and that yf I hade gone &om Foicters t« 
Brouage, as I was drai^red, my treue rcporte of the doinges of the 
younge Lansacq, vppon dewe eiamminacJon of the same in that 
place, would haue appeased this strife long sithence, concluding that 
he had receaued a pacquet the day next hefore &om Monsieur 
Maulvisiere, and hade perrsed his owne lettrea, hut hade not opened 
the KJQg's lettres (as he said, wherin he spake as trulie as in the 
reste), and that the said Mauvissierie had writen vnto him that the 
French marchants hade offered caution any time theise fiue weekes, 
and that they could not be relessed vntiU her Ma*^ were further 
aduertysed from me, and that my intercession was rerie necessarie 
herein. I aunswered that I would be sory to be inferiour to any 
whosoever in good will to construe good amytie betweene these 
twoe Crownes, and that I hade omytted no good office that 
might searue to that purpose ; that, indede, I went not to 
Brouage, and did not repent yt: nether would I goe yf like 
occasion were offered againe ; that I had not bin requiered there- 
Tstx) hy the King ; that Monsieur Lansacq did once tell me, meting 
me by chance at the dore of Queen Mother's chamber, that he wished 
me there, and could be content to make me judge of these causes ; 
that this motion was to slender to perswade me to that voyage ; 
that yf I hade ben there I could not haue made a [more] &rorahIe 
report for the yonge Lansacque then his owne examinations made 
by his owne solicytours did pmport ; that the same were founde so 
slender and so contrary to them selues, as for my parte I was glad 
to see that the Frenche iniuries hade no better gronde ; that these 
examinations, soche as they were, were sent into England ; that her 
Ma"' was not nowe ignorant of the whole surcomstances of this facte ; 
that [she] did not deferre her resolucions vppon anie aduertysment 
to be receiued from me ; that the Frenche Ambassador could not so 
thinke, and that I founde yt very strainge that he would so wvite. 
I cannot tell what I may imagine of this kinde of deidii^e, onlesse 
Hhe French Ambassader, finding him selfe greuid in England, to 
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\eorke me som dyapleasure heie, would nowe lay the whole faulte of 
this arrests Tppon me. 

This ys the whole substance of the speach passed between tb, 
and now yt ys easy to see that this little inlaidgment to the first 
resolucion hath brought the French into sodie bouldnes as now 
they thinke they may be their own carrers. Surelie the French 
marchantes departed £rom thence with full resolucion to redeem 
their shipps with present payment. 'Wberein they did not loke to 
finde any &Tour, and aemed to aUowe of the proceedinges of her 
Ma"*, laying the wholl faulte vppon those of their owne country. 

Vpon the pervsing the byU deliuared vnto me by the ould Lan- 
sacq, finding the same to containe in diuers articles a justification 
of the arrests made by his sonne, and all the other articles no other 
thinge then bare promise, or rather mocks and frumps, I thought 
good to send the sayed bill agayne to Pinart, declaring vnto him 
that I would be soiy to be the messinger of anye soche answer as 
would rather work a greater mislike in her Ma"* then seanie to 
appease her, and therefor, if they thought that this bill might stand 
them in any stede, they might send [it] to the French Ambassador ; 
and yet, because you should not be ignorant of the contentes of this 
said bill, I haue sent the eopie inclosed herein. 

Thcve passed long speach betwene Mons' Pinart and my sonne, 
by occasion of the deliuery of this bill, my sonne afferming that I 
founde yt strainge that the younge Lansacq would justifie those 
doings which the King had already disadvowed. Tt is possible, 
sayeth Monsieure Pinart, that you doe not vnderstande the trewe 
sence of this worde dysaTOwing, which yf the King hade done he 
must haue piuished the yonge Lansacq, and because he hath not 
punished him be hath not disarowed him. My sone replyed that 
he had learned by me that the King dyd greatly mislyke, and was 
extremly offended with these doinges, which he toke to be a dis- 
avowing of the same. 

Vppon sooh oi^er questions moued by Mons' Pinart, my sonne 
2 L 2 
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tould him, because he chardged me the day before that I had not 
done so good offices in this matter of arrests as I might, that I 
was the more vnwilling to be the messenger of this byll, because I 
should doe therin a verie badd office, which would' seme rather to 
incense then to satysfie her Ma*^. Yn the end, Mons' Finart tolde 
him that he was not of opinion that the Englishe marchantes should 
retoume any more into Trance vntill the King had better considered 
of the matter. My sonne requiered my pasport, and tolde him that 
yf he would send any things to the French Ambassador, my servant 
shoulde he at his commandement. He aunsweared in great coller, 
that he would not borrows my serrantes, and tbat I should have my 
pasport in the evening. He shall take my next profer in more 
thankfull parte, by the grace of God, and [I] would not haue made 
this profer at this time, saving only to this end, that he might not 
denie but that, pretending to helpe him selfe by this bill, the same 
might be with the French Ambassador as sone as my lettres, if yt 
had so pleased him. 

When I was readie to signe these lettres, a verie honeste man 
commethe vnto me, and teUeth me that Ia Roche departeth from 
hence after two days, and that one Combelles ys apointed 
coloneU of xlj companies, to searve vnder La Koche in this jomey, 
and that he hath said to his very freinds, that he doeth not knowe 
whither he goeth, nether shall knowe vntill the shipps be vnder saUe, 
the same being in nomber zv or thereabouts. He supposeth l^at 
these preparacions are made for Boohell, and neuer the lesse he 
wisheth me to loke to yt. I leaue the consideracion of these things 
vnto yovr wisdomes, and so commytt your Honours, &c. 



To MY IjOrd of Letcester. 

J»ini»T7 10, My verie good Lord of Leycester, — Thiacopieinclosedof my lettres 
^^^^' to the Secretaries will suffice to excuse the shortnes of these few 
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lines, moste htunblie prayinge your LordBhip's good and frindlie 
aduice in the matter mentioned in the said lettres. I woulde be 
Borie to liue so long to comitt any feult whataoever for wante of dili- 
gence or faithfnllnes ; but lacke of knowledge and experience may 
carry me into many errors, and especially in these dealinges of im- 
portaunce which are aboue my reach, onleast I be directed by better 
councell. Yf the wynes mentioned in my former lettre be not yet 
arriued at London, yt may please your Lordship to belieue that no 
barke ys departed from Roan towardea London during this mean 
tyme. And thus, depending in all my accions vppon your Lordship's 
goodness and favour towardes me, I comytt your good Lordship to 
the mercyfull tuicion of the Allmightie. From Paris, the x" of 
January, 1677. 



To UT IjOBd Tbeasoreb. 

My very good Lord, — I haue wryten some thinges at this preseute j^nnnry i 
to the Secretaries which I wish to be imparted to your Lordship for i^^^- 
the furtheraunce of her Ma"^ service, and for my better direction 
th»«in shall most humblie pray your Lordship's good and freindly 
aduice, being not ignorant that in matters of this importance I may 
perchance offend daungerously for wante of knowledg and experi- 
ance, and do trust that your Lordship dothe thinck that, as I would 
be sorie to be inferiour to the truest subiects in dilligence and faith- 
fuUnes, so I desier nothing more than your Lordship's direction in 
all my proceedinges, whereof I make singuler andespeciall accoumpt, 
as of a most certayne rule to lead me to well doinge. I am right 
sorrye that I might [not] comitt these things safely to your Lord- 
ship's zipher, which I wish to be changed yf yt so please you. All 
thinges oontinew here after the French fiEishion. "We cannot abide 
neather heat nor colde ; warr ys too sharp, and peace ya too sweete, 
and now yt ys easie to see that {ccetera desunt) 
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